
Elena Heimerl, Coordinator, Public Information Offi ce

Board of Education
Mary Boger, President  |  Gregory Krikorian, Vice President  |  Nayiri Nahabedian, Clerk  |  Joylene Wagner, Member  |  Christine Walters, Member

October 9, 2009 09-10 Issue #4

Message from Dr. Escalante
“The Glendale Unifi ed School District has truly perfected the art of making 

bricks without straw.”
~Mary Boger, President, Board of Education

On October 1, 2009, Glendale Unifi ed, alongside the Glendale Educational Foundation 
(GEF), hosted the yearly State of the Schools event where almost 500 community mem-
bers along with dignitaries such as Darline Robles, Supt. of LA County Schools, Dr. 
Jack Scott, Chancellor of California Community Colleges, and Senator Carol Liu actu-
ally paid for a seat to hear last year’s accomplishments and this coming year’s forecast 
of Glendale Schools. The money that was raised will go to the GEF who is committed 
to raising money to assist our teachers in the classroom and help enrich the programs 
offered in Glendale Unifi ed in the areas of Visual & Performing Arts, Science & technol-
ogy, and Health & Fitness in addition to providing scholarships to our students.

The good news is that we have much to be proud of. We are in the midst of the most 
critical fi nancial times that many of us will ever see, yet our students continue to surpass 
state and federal expectations. We continue to succeed as a result of the relentless 
hard work and dedication put forth by our teachers and administrators. Our laser-sharp 
focus at each school site and our use of data to help identify student need provides the 
foundation for our progress. In using this data, we can quickly gauge who is ready to 
move on and who might need some extra help. It is all of this, along with solid day-to-
day standards-based instruction and a commitment to focus on student achievement 
here in Glendale, that makes the difference in the lives of our students.

This year we were named the Bilingual District of the Year by the California Association 
of Bilingual Educators for our Foreign Language Academies in Glendale (FLAG) 
Program. Starting with one class in one school, we have grown this program to twenty-
eight classrooms at four school sites. We are recognized, admired and even envied 
on a state and national level for the opportunity we are providing students to become 
completely bilingual and bi-literate in at least two languages. Again, we have much to be 
proud of!

The fi nancial storm that rages around us will indeed continue to disrupt each of our 

FLAG program 
receives funding to 

carry on

Keppel Elementary School student Gage Berklas 
reading a book written in Korean. The title reads, 
“What Kind of Shoes Should I Wear?” Read the full 
story on page 2.

As a result of the Glendale Schools administration’s continuing efforts to cut costs, 
personnel are re-assigned to fi ll in vacant positions. The following are the latest new 
appointments:

Dr. Dick Sheehan, Deputy Superintendent
Dr. Marine Avagyan, Asst. Principal, Muir Elementary School
Elena Heimerl, Coordinator, Public Information
Carmen Labrecque, Asst. Principal, Roosevelt Middle School
Juanita Shahijanian, Asst. Principal, R.D. White Elementary & Edison Elementary

Also, please welcome Dr. Alejandro “Alex” Rojas as the new Director for Instructional 
Support Services. Dr. Rojas joins the GUSD family from Hacienda-La Puente Unifi ed 
School District. While he was the principal of Orange Grove Middle School he increased 
the API while reducing the achievement gap and had such success at increasing 
parent involvement that his school became a school of choice for the surrounding area.  
Welcome to Glendale Unifi ed, Dr. Rojas!

•
•
•
•
•

State of Schools 
Breakfast 2009

New appointments

Above: The centerpiece of the fruit table at the State 
of Schools Breakfast on October 1, 2009 sponsored 
by the Glendale Educational Foundation. The fruit 
carving was done by Glendale High School alumni 
and Glendale High Teacher Debbie Greenwood’s 
former Bistro student Kristoffer Santiago, who is 
enrolled through a full scholarship at Westlake 
Culinary Institute. More pictures on page 2.

Continued on page 4, Superintendent
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Above, front row, left to right: FLAG Korean program coordinator and Keppel teacher 
Naehi Wong, Keppel parent Dorothy Erikson, Keppel Principal Dr. Mary Mason, Keppel 
parents Harkmore and Peggy Lee, FLAG Korean Community Liaison Soyen Sohn, and 
Keppel parent Jeong Lee. Back row, left to right: Keppel parent Walter Choi, GUSD 
Superintendent Dr. Michael Escalante, Keppel parent David Choi, Keppel parent 
Elizabeth Green, and Keppel parent Judy Jeong.

FLAP Grant for FLAG Program
Each year the US Department of 
Education awards special districts 
across the country with Foreign 
Language Assistance Program 
(FLAP) grants to promote and 
fi nancially support foreign lan-
guage programs in grades K-12. 
This year Glendale Unifi ed was 
awarded two of these grants 

– one for our Spanish and one 
for our Korean FLAG programs. 
The money will go toward the 
continuing development and the 
expansion and growth of each 
program as they enter middle 
school. Congratulations!

Highlights from the annual State of 
Schools Breakfast

Hoover Jazz Band playing in the background as guests mingled and enjoyed breakfast.

The presentation of the 
colors by CV High School’s 
Air Force Junior ROTC 
under the guidance of Lt. 
Col. David Worley.

14th Chancellor of the 
California Community 
Colleges Dr. Jack Scott 
accepted Educational 
Excellence Award for 
his continuous support 
of GUSD. 

LA County Offi ce 
of Education 
Superintendent Darline 
Robles spoke of the 
state of LA County’s 
school system.

Glendale Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Michael Escalante captivated 
the crowd by reporting the school 
district’s ever increasing API scores 
in spite of rapidly declining funding. 
He went on to thank the Glendale 
Educational Foundation for their 
unwavering support to the district 
and our students.

Board President Mary 
Boger emotionally spoke 
about the plight of some 
of our students being 
the primary casualties 
of today’s economy and 
of the successes they 
accomplished in spite of 
fi nancial obstacles.

Glendale Schools’ Teacher of the Year 2009 Rae Etta Emmett of 
Hoover High School was honored at the ceremony. She is shown 
with Board of Education President Mary Boger and Glendale 
Educational Foundation Chairperson Mia Lee.

The morning ended with a performance from Glendale High 
School’s Marching Band.,

Glendale Council PTA kicks off 100 
year celebration

To kick off their next 100 years or service to Glendale’s school chil-
dren, the Glendale Council Parent Teacher Association (PTA) had 
their 2009 Administrators Luncheon on September 24, 2009 at the 
Glendale First United Methodist Church at 134 N. Kenwood Street. 
The year 2010 marks a century of the PTA’s commitment to serving 
school children.

On September 11, 2009, Roosevelt Middle School 
dedicated the Ron Grace Sports Complex in memory 
of the  school’s late counselor. Mr. Grace was also an 
avid sports enthusiast.

Ron Grace began working at Roosevelt as a teacher 
in 1985  and in 1989 became the Head Counselor. Mr. 
Grace was among the many victims who died during 
the fateful Metrolink train crash on September 12, 
2008.

His wife, Jan, mother-in-law, and two sons, Brian and 
Andrew, attended the ceremony. Former Glendale 
Mayor Rick Reyes and Roosevelt Middle School 
Principal Lynn Marso presented a plaque from the City 
of Glendale to Ron Grace’s family.

Right: (l to r) Ron Grace’s mother-in-law, widow Jan, and sons Brian and Andrew, sat on the front row 
during the dedication ceremony; far right, former Glendale Mayor Rick Reyes and Roosevelt Middle School 
Principal Lynn Marso.

Ron Grace Sports Complex dedication

The Character and Ethics Project of Glendale held its quarterly 
Community Awards Ceremony on September 17, 2009 at the 
Administrative Building Board Room.

There were 26 nominees from the Glendale community including our 
very own Stephanie Osipov, Clark Magnet High School alumna, and 
Roxanne Ouweleen, Toll Middle School teacher specialist.

Character and Ethics award 
ceremony
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International Walk-to-School Day in the USA
On October 7, 2009 Glendale 
Unifi ed School District par-
ticipated along with hundreds of 
districts and schools across the 
country in the International Walk 
to School Day.

In addition to promoting physi-
cal activity as a means to stay 
healthy and reinforcing good 
traffi c safety skills, this was an 
opportunity to work together with 
the community to making our 

streets and sidewalks a more 
child-friendly place to walk.

Upon arrival at school, parents 
and students gathered on the 
front lawn of RD White to hear 
California State Senator Carol 

Liu congratulate them for their 
participation along with Glendale 
Board of Education members 
Mary Boger, Joylene Wagner, 
and Christine Walters (all of 
whom walked to school with this 
group!)

Staying vigilant in the battle against the H1N1 virus
As the H1N1 continues to spread through our nation’s communities, Glendale Unifi ed has been working 
diligently to protect our students and staff from spreading or contracting the virus. Deputy Superintendent 
Dr. Richard Sheehan was able to secure enough 8 oz. containers for all District classrooms and offi ces. 
Upon hearing this, Johnny Harrison of Lexus of Glendale immediately offered Glendale Unifi ed a dona-
tion to cover the cost of the hand sanitizer, in addition to arranging for 1,000 two-liter bottles of additional 
hand sanitizer to be delivered to the classrooms.
At the October 6, 2009 Board Meeting, the Glendale Unifi ed Board Members formally thanked Mr. 
Harrison and presented him with a plaque of appreciation. Thank you, Johnny Harrison and Lexus of 
Glendale, for your on-going support for our students and staff in Glendale.

Teacher Lara Svab at R.D. 
White ensures that her students’ 
hands are sanitized as they 
head to lunch. Students are 
(front to back), Sofi a Stoddard, 
Lilly and Daniel Armstrong.

Above: Some R. D. White families walked 
their kids to school while others came via the 
Walking Schoolbus. Right: Hundreds of R.D. 
White students and parents arrive at school.

Seasonal fl u clinic
Health Services Coordinator Lynda 
Burlison announced that fl u shot clin-
ics will soon be available to all Glendale 
Schools employees.

October 24: Glendale Memorial Hospital, 
Drive-through parking lot, 8 - 10 a.m. 
Free to GUSD staff with school ID, or 
over age 55.

October 26: Admin Building, Room 103, 
1:30 - 2 p.m. Your cost, $20.

Oct. 26: Professional Development 
Center, 2:30 - 5 p.m. Your cost, $20. 
(TB testing will also take place from 
12:30 - 4:30 p.m.)

October 27: Crescenta Valley High 
School, Health Offi ce, 2:30 - 5 p.m. 
Your cost, $20. (TB testing will also 
take place from 2:30 - 4:30 p.m.)

October 28: Glendale High School, Staff 
Cafeteria, 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. Your cost, 
$20.

Pneumonia shots will be available at 
all clinics, however, RSVP is required. 
To do so, send an email to Flintridge@
sbcglobal.net to make arrangements to 
receive this shot.

If you have any questions, contact Health 
Services at 818.241.3111 ext. 407.

If you are allergic to eggs or if you 
have a serious illness, please see 
your doctor for the vaccine!

Our favorite authors come to visit
On September 28, 2009 authors David 
Shannon (No, David!), Jon Sciesczka 
(The Stinky Cheese Man), Adam Rex 
(Frankenstein Makes a Sandwich), and Mac 
Barnett (Guess Again!) came to visit our very 
own Cerritos and Monte Vista Elementary 
Schools. Once Upon a Time Bookstore in 
Montrose sponsored the event that brought 
these authors into the schools to treat our 
young readers to humor, stories and draw-
ings.  As another way to show their support 
for our schools, Nestle USA, a partner with 
Cerritos Elementary, purchased the book 
Guess Again! For all students in grades 1-4 
at Cerritos. What a great way to connect our 
students to reading!

From left: Authors David Shannon, Jon Sciesczka, Adam Rex, and Mac Barnett entertain the students.

Right (l to r): Board members Joylene Wagner and Greg Krikorian, Lexus Vice President & General Manager 
Johnny Harrison, Board members Mary Boger, Nayiri Nahabedian, and Christine Walters, and Glendale 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Michael Escalante at the October 6, 2009 Board of Education meeting.
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Above: On September 11, 2009, Fremont Elementary School observed Patriot Day during 
a ceremony that was attended by the local fi re fi ghters.

Elementary schools observe Patriot and Constitution Days
The constitution event is celebrated annually at Keppel Elementary 
School for the students and staff to show patriotism and celebrate 
the tenants of the constitution. It began in 2005 as a Federal man-
date to commemorate our US Constitution. This year, they thanked 
local fi re fi ghters. Keppel teacher Naehi Wong said, “We were very 
honored to have fi refi ghters from Station 26 join our ceremony this 
morning!”

Right: Police 
Offi cer Joe Allen 
from the Glendale 
Police Department 
paid Valley View 
Elementary School 
fi rst graders and 
SDC classes a visit 
on September 11, 
2009 and read the 
book, A Day with A 
Police Offi cer, to the 
class.
Above: Valley View 
Elementary fi rst 
graders from Lisa 
Jenks’ class and 
SDC students from 
Celeste Maeshiro’s 
class show their 
‘mini Offi cer Allens’ 
on Patriots Day from 
a project they com-
pleted as an homage 
to our fallen heroes.

Above, Keppel teacher Laurie Duncan’s third grade class joined by fi refi ghters from 
Station 26. This year, the Constitution Day celebration at Keppel was on September 17.

Students from around the district say “Thank you”
Ms. Lindsey Johnson, teacher 
at R.D. White, was con-
nected to the Station Fire in 
a special way as her father, a 
captain in the Pasadena Fire 
Department, actually helped 
battle the blaze. Knowing how 
thankful our staff and students 
were for the heroic efforts 
put forth by all the fi refi ghters 
involved, Ms. Johnson sent 
a message out to the teach-
ers in the district to have the 
students thank the fi refi ghters 
in writing, and send the let-
ters to her. She was fl ooded 
by hundreds of letters from 
students around the district!  
On September 22, 2009, 
she and her class presented 
these letters of thanks to the 
fi refi ghters in person. Both the 
fi refi ghters and the students 
were thrilled to be in each 
other’s company! 

Students presented fi refi ghters with over 600 thank-you letters written by GUSD students.

lives. As we continue to weather this storm, however, please be mindful of the impact it is having on 
our students and their families. Keep in mind that while the national unemployment rate is almost 
at 10%, California reached 12.2% unemployment in August. Continue to do your good work and 
put student achievement fi rst and continue to be the face of hope and the symbol of stability in their 
lives.

Superintendent, from page 1

Verdugo Woodlands staff implementing 
the “Green Cone Safety Zone” to aid traf-
fi c circulation during pick-up and drop-off at 
school.

‘Safe Zone’ for 
student drop-off

Glendale Unifi ed School District 
adopted a districtwide procedure 
for student pick-up and drop-off at 
all of the elementary schools.

All District pick-up/drop-off 
lanes will be clearly marked with 
orange traffi c cones. At the end 
of the orange lane, there will be a 
safety zone marked with fl uores-
cent green cones where students 
will be asked to enter or exit their 
vehicle. Students are not to enter 
or exit their vehicles within the 
orange cone area.

The District needs parent partici-
pation and support for the safety 
of all the students and for this 
program to be a success.


