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Message from Dr. Escalante
Individual commitment to a group effort- that is what makes a team work, a 

company work, a society work, a civilization work.”

~Vince Lombardi

I’d like to take a moment to welcome you back from a well deserved summer 
vacation. Needless to say, none of us would have thought our year would be 
ignited this way. Yet, it is situations like the Station Fire that remind us of the 
importance of teamwork, fl exibility, and patience-- all of which were shown 
in abundance by our Glendale Unifi ed family during this scary and uncertain 
time. I offer my thanks to L.A. County Sheriff Captain David Silversparre and 
Glendale Fire Chief Harold Scoggins for the critical role they played in keep-
ing us informed and updated  about the continuously changing fi re conditions. 
I want to personally thank Rebeca Witt, Principal at Mountain Avenue, and 
Linda Evans, Principal at Crescenta Valley High School (CVHS), for allow-
ing their school sites to be used as help centers. Thank you to the Board 
Members of Glendale Unifi ed for their direction, communication, and encour-
agement as we survived the process of closing schools each day, and Mary 
Boger and Joylene Wagner for their endless hours volunteering at CVHS’ 
evacuation center. I thank the principals for their patience and for dissemi-
nating vital information, and the district administration for working tirelessly 
to come up with the best outcome for our students and staff. I want to thank 
everyone in the district offi ce who patiently answered the hundreds of calls 
that came in each day. Finally, I thank all the teachers and classifi ed staff 

Back-to-school for 
2009-10 schoolyear
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How Glendale Schools administrators 
manage to keep district afl oat

On August 21, 2009, 
the Glendale Schools 
Management Association 
congregated for the 
annual management 
retreat at Hoover High 
School. The object of this 
assembly is team build-
ing among management 
personnel. This year’s 
theme was aptly called 
Navigating Troubled 
Waters.

During his address, 
Glendale Schools 
Superintendent Dr. 

Left to right: Molly Bertram, Bethany Brown, and  
Kristen Bremenour of Rosemont Middle School 
walked together to school on their fi rst day back 
from summer vacation. More fi rst-day-of-school 
photos on page 4.

Welcome back and congratulations 
on a great start of the school year 
especially considering the circum-
stances. Unfortunately, the fi res threw 
all of us off for the start of the school 
year.  One of the more daunting tasks 
for the 2009-10 school year will be 
how school sites and the District deal 
with the H1N1 infl uenza. I had hoped 
to get this information out to you prior 
to the beginning of the school year.

For your information, following are 
excerpts from a fl yer from the Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention on 
Action Steps for Teachers to Prevent 
the Spread of Flu. Additionally, the 
District is in the process of purchasing 
hand sanitizers for every classroom 
in the District and anti-bacterial wipes 
for the computer labs. To assist in 

Dr. Sheehan’s 
message regarding 

the H1N1 virus

Continued on page 2, H1N1 Virus

Michael Escalante could not stress enough to those in attendance how our students 
must continue to be the main focus even at this time of fi nancial diffi culty.

State Schools Superintendent Jack O’Connell graced the occasion to congratulate 
the staff on the district’s continuous API growth in spite of the budget’s dire situation.

Above: Glendale Schools Board of Education President Mary Boger pres-
ents State Schools Chief Jack O’Connell with tokens of appreciation from 
Glendale Unifi ed.
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Toll Middle School teacher Judith Bakly’s Art 
students won 27 fi rst, second, and third place 
awards in addition to three Prismacolor Art 
Excellence awards at the 2009 California 
State Fair in Sacramento. Their artwork was 
on view in the Youth Art and Design Expo fea-
turing thousands of students throughout the 
entire state.

The fi rst place winners are: David Reyes for 

Toll Middle School students take 
summer art competition by storm

members who returned to 
the sites early to prepare 
the classrooms for our stu-
dents so that they could 
have the best fi rst day of 
school possible after such 
an overwhelming week. 
There just aren’t words that 
express how I feel about 
being a member of such a 
powerful and selfl ess team.

Speaking of teamwork, 
we’ve done it again! We 
worked together last year 
to make a difference, and 
the hard work has paid off. 
Our Academic Performance 
Index (API) has increased 
again, not to mention two 
of our schools that have 
been in Program Improve-
ment (PI) status, broke 
the 800 mark! Congratula-
tions to Mann Elementary 
School (previously PI) who 
has increased by 26 points 
over the last two years to 
reach 801; Edison Elemen-
tary School (previously 
PI) who has climbed 70 
points in two years and is 

at 804; and Muir Elemen-
tary School who has risen 
22 points to 805 this year! 
We also have a new school 
to reach the 900 club, con-
gratulations Verdugo Wood-
lands with a 911 API! What 
an accomplishment and 
a job well done to all the 
schools in Glendale Unifi ed. 
State Superintendent Jack 
O’Connell was on hand at 
our management retreat to 
award the principals with 
800 and 900 pins for these 
four sites. With the amount 
of fi nancial instability we 
have seen the last year, 
it’s comforting to know that 
the time we have vested in 
teamwork, hard work and 
our consistent focus on stu-
dent achievement continues 
to be a fruitful investment. 
Our students have so much 
to learn from our ability to 
overcome the adverse times 
that we have recently seen 
and will continue to experi-
ence in the immediate years 
to come.

Teamwork, from page 1

educating our community, I will be doing a presentation on the 
H1N1 Infl uenza to the Board of Education at the next Board 
Meeting on September 15, 2009.

I wish you a very successful and healthy school year. If you 
have any questions, please contact your site nurse or the 
District Health Coordinator Lynda Burlison at 241.3111 exten-
sion 407.

Action Steps for Teachers to Prevent the Spread of Flu

Take the following steps ALL the time and not only during a fl u 
pandemic to help keep your students and yourself from get-
ting sick with fl u.

Educate and encourage students to cover their mouth 
and nose with a tissue when they cough or sneeze. Also, 
provide them with easy access to tissues. Remind them to 
cover coughs or sneezes using their elbow instead of their 
hand when a tissue is not available.
Remind students to practice good hand hygiene and 
provide the time and supplies (easy access to running water 
and soap or alcohol-based hand cleaners) for them to wash 
their hands as often as necessary.
Be a good role model by practicing good hand hygiene 
and covering your mouth and nose when coughing or 
sneezing.
Keep an eye out for sick students and send them to the 
school health offi ce for further evaluation. Sick people 
should stay at home until at least 24 hours after they no 
longer have a fever or signs of a fever (without the use of 
fever-reducing medicine).
Clean surfaces and items that are more likely to have fre-
quent hand contact such as desks, doorknobs, keyboards, 
or pens, with cleaning agents that are usually used in these 
areas.
Teachers should also stay home when sick. Stay home 
until at least 24 hours after you no longer have a fever or 
signs of a fever (without the use of fever-reducing medicine).
If you are pregnant, have asthma, diabetes, or other 
conditions that put you at higher risk for complica-
tions from the fl u, you should speak with your doctor 
as soon as possible if you develop symptoms of fl u-like 
illness. People at high risk of fl u complications who develop 
fl u can benefi t from early treatment with anti-viral medicines.
If you have children, plan ahead for child care if your child 
gets sick or his or her school is dismissed.

Be prepared in case the fl u becomes more severe.
Develop options for how schoolwork can be continued 
at home (e.g., homework packets, Web-based lessons, 
phone calls), if school is dismissed or your students are 
home because someone in their household is sick.
Be prepared for sick students or staff stay home for at 
least 7 days, even if they feel better sooner. Those who are 
still sick after 7 days should continue to stay home until at 
least 24 hours after symptoms have gone away.
Allow high-risk students to stay home. These students 
should make this decision in consultation with their physi-
cian or other health professional.
Find ways to increase social distances (the space 
between people) in your classroom. For example, you 
might rearrange desks so that there is more space between 
students, consider cancelling classes that bring students 
together from different rooms, or postpone class trips.

For more information, visit www.fl u.gov or contact CDC 24 
hours every day at 800.CDC-INFO (232.4636) or send a mes-
sage to cdcinfo@cdc.gov.
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H1N1 Virus, continued from page 1

Hoover’s vested interest in 
students’ activities

This year, students wearing colored vests in the hall-
ways of Hoover High School when classes are in 
session is a common sight. Hoover teachers have 

Orange signi-
fi es the wearer 
is a student 
volunteer.

Yellow vest 
serves as a hall 
pass.

discarded the prehistoric student pass in 
lieu of brightly colored vests; orange sig-
nifying a volunteer position, neon yellow a 
standard hall pass, and green for students 
performing activities out of the classroom, 
i.e., writing in the garden or for the school 
newspaper’s photographers.

While classes are in session, students 
leave the classroom for a variety of rea-
sons. The implementation of the use 
of these vests will help staff distinguish 
between students and outsiders when they 
are in the hallways.

Komodo Dragon Endangered Species; Diana Karapetyan for Huron 
Indian Moccasin Design; Hayk Israelyan for Landcape in Pentel 
Markers; and Melissa Petrossian for Scratchboard Tiger and Girl 
Under the Tree in pointillism. The three Prismacolor Art Excellence 
winners are: Dado Cabaravdic for his Milk and Cookies in pointillism; 
David Reyes for his Komodo Dragon Endangered Species; and Noah 
Schneider for his Chicken in pointillism.

Above: Diana Karapetyan’s 
Huron Indian Mocassin.
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Fires devastate the hillsides above Valley View Elementary School on the night of August 
31, 2009; this would have been the fi rst day of school for Glendale Unifi ed. The opening 
day for Glendale Schools was delayed until September 3, 2009; by this time, environ-
mental scientists-toxicologists had deemed it safe for students to be inside the Glendale 
Schools classrooms where we have ventilation systems fi tted with high grade top perfor-
mance fi lters.

Trial by fi re

Monte Vista Elementary School second graders wrote thank-you letters to the fi refi ghters. 
Above is a sample from Hovik.

A view of the fi ery Foothills from the Superintendent’s Offi ce at the Administrative Building 
on August 31, 2009.

On September 3, 2009, just 
as Glendale students returned 
to school, a famous pop star 
was scheduled to be buried at 
Glendale’s Forest Lawn Memorial 
Park, across the street from 
Cerritos Elementary School.

As a result, the Glendale Police 
Department had to close several 
streets immediately surround-
ing the park, affecting the fl ow 
of traffi c for the Cerritos families 
wishing to see their children off 
on the fi rst day of school.

However, as Cerritos Elementary 
School principal Janice Hanada 
puts it, the fi rst day of school 
went smoothly and successfully!

Ms. Hanada commends 
Education Services Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Dick Sheehan 
and Facility and Support 
Operations’ (FASO) Maureen 
Anami, Robert Macias, Armond 
Mailan, and Luis Hernandez 
whose presence and support 
was incredible. They worked tire-
lessly protecting the staff parking 
lot and directing the deliveries so 
operations stayed on schedule.

This team also served as the 
friendly Glendale School District 
faces at the entrance of Cerritos 
Avenue who made sure that the 

public did not cross this blockade 
making it available only to par-
ents, students, and staff. Director 
of Student Support Services 
Hank Paz brought in two security 
guards from Ingram Security who 
monitored the parking situation at 
the Allen Gywnn lot and helped 
manage the front of the school, 
especially during peak drop off/
pick up times. Maureen worked 
to acquire the parking spaces at 
the Allen Gywnn dealership.

Early Education and Extended 
Learning Program (EEELP) staff 
Anita Tetrault, Ree Harris, and 
Deidre Corwin worked together 
as a team to maintain the safety 
and check-in/out process with 
parents and students for the 
before, during and after school 
programs.

Ms. Hanada adds, “Facing this 
obstacle on the fi rst day of school 
brought our staffs together for 
planning and excellent execution. 
With the challenge of poor air 
quality conditions and the Forest 
Lawn event, the entire Cerritos 
staff are to be commended. Our 
job was to ensure that every stu-
dent experienced the best fi rst 
day of school ever! Based on the 
reactions from our students and 
parents, we did just that.”

Luis Hernandez, Maureen Anami, and Robert Macias of FASO, and Cris Larsen, EEELP 
head teacher, all helped to ensure Cerritos Elementary students have the best fi rst day of 
school.

Several roads leading to Forest Lawn Memorial Park were blocked and closed to the 
public due to the Michael Jackson burial taking place at the cemetery. Since Cerritos 
Elementary School is located directly across the street from the venue, access to the 
school was affected as a result.

Cerritos Elementary School helpers 
were the real stars of the show
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Photographs from the fi rst day of school in Glendale

Glenoaks Elementary School parents and students were up bright and early to make sure 
they were on time for the fi rst day of school.

Smiling faces from Fremont Elementary School are all eagerly waiting to meet their 
teacher and learn.

R.D. White fi rst graders Matthew Bender 
and David Keshishian, both of Mrs. 
Vartanian/Mrs. Aftandilian’s class, wait for a 
school tour with their class.

Lincoln Elementary School’s theme this year is “Just keep swimming,” taken from the 
movie “Finding Nemo,” with the message to the students to “just keep swimming” and 
give this year your best effort. The students in the classes have made goals for their year 
regarding how they will “keep swimming.” Picture above is one of many students photo-
graphed for the theme on September 4, 2009.

Rosemont Middle School principal Dr. 
Michelle Doll is excited to be back for her 
second year!

Fremont Elementary School principal Dr. 
Cynthia Livingston hosted the traditional 
Howdy Coffee on the fi rst day of school to 
welcome parents and staff.

Glenoaks Elementary School parents are 
just as excited as the students about being 
back in school.

R. D. White Elementary School students recite their fi rst Pledge of Allegiance of the 
2009-10 year.

Rosemont Middle School’s Wesley Begin 
pauses in the hallway to smile for the 
camera before walking into his classroom.

A doorsign at Glenoaks welcomes all visitors.


