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Message from Dr. Escalante
“The very greatest things – greatest thoughts, discoveries, inventions – have 

usually been nurtured in hardship, often pondered over in sorrow and at length 
established with diffi culty.”

~Samuel Smiles, Scottish author, 1812-1904

We, as a state, and therefore as a district, have entered a period of the worst 
fi nancial crisis most of us have ever experienced, and hopefully, will ever expe-
rience. As we look to the history of our world, however, this is not new. So, 
although it may be unchartered territory for us, we have to look to how others 
survived it in order to gain wisdom in weathering this storm. In these diffi cult 
times, we have been offered an opportunity to rethink our philosophies – the 
way we do things. History has taught us that the strongest survive – those that 
use these diffi cult times to work together as a team to make the hard decisions, 
those that stop asking the same questions and start asking different questions, 

In the midst of today’s economic crisis, Hoover High School graduate Angela Marie 
Sanchez overcame obstacles that came her way during her senior year in high school.

When Angela and her father found themselves homeless during her fi nal years in high 
school, she faced the threat of being forced out of the school district. Moving around 
from shelters, motels, and even a family friend’s couch, she always made her studies a 
priority.

This June, all her hard work paid off when she graduated from Hoover High School 
with a 4.23 grade point average. She’ll be attending UCLA in the fall and has also 
earned scholarships including the Glendale Scholarship Endowment, Glendale Latino 
Association, and the Americana at Brand owner Caruso Affi liated, to help her with col-
lege expenses.

We are proud of Angela for her accomplishments and are honored to have her as a 
Glendale Unifi ed alum.

Hoover student overcomes adversities

Daily High School’s summer graduation
Right: Daily High School 
graduates, Carlos Hidalgo, 
Evelyn Rozo Rodriguez, and 
Miguel Grande, grin as they 
savor their priceless achieve-
ment during the summer 
graduation ceremony held on 
July 31, 2009 at the United 
Methodist Church hall.
The graduates were joined in 
celebration by their families, 
teachers, Daily High staff, 
District administrators and 
board members on this special 
day. There were messages 
of encouragement from their 
teachers as well as refl ective 
speeches from their peers of 
their experiences at Daily.

Continued on page 2, Escalante

Board Takes Action 
to Exercise Article 
24 “Duration and 

Termination” 
of Collective 
Bargaining 
Agreement

As a result of the current budget crisis, 
school districts throughout California, 
including our neighboring districts have 
had to conduct layoffs out of necessity, 
leaving many certifi cated and classi-
fi ed staff jobless, among other drastic 
cuts. However, as a result of prudent 
management of fi scal resources by the 
GUSD Board of Education, the District 
is able, and the Board has agreed to 
maintain the current provisions of the 
2008-09 contract -- and will pay for the 
increased costs of medical coverage, 
along with the step and column cost 
for the 2009-10 school year. These 
two costs will exceed $4 million in addi-
tional expenses for the coming year. 
Unfortunately, the district cannot con-
tinue to remain on “auto pilot” in these 
fi nancially turbulent and uncertain times 
for the 2010-11 school year and beyond.  
If we continue in this manner, like other 
districts, GUSD would be forced into 
drastic cuts.

The Board of Education, at its August 
18, 2009 meeting, decided to invoke 
Article 24 “Duration and Termination” 
of the Collective Bargaining Agreement 
due to the statewide budget crisis. 
Most provisions for the contract for 
the 2009-10 school year will remain in 
place. The Board’s action to end the 
current contract will hopefully bring both 
the District and GTA negotiating teams 
together for a more productive negotiat-
ing process. It is the District’s hope that 
the GTA Leadership will understand that 
the contract has lapsed and this action 
commemorates the imperative nature 
that these productive negotiations must 
start immediately. The GUSD team has 
proposed numerous dates over the next 
few months to sit at the table and col-

Continued on page 2, Negotiations
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Above: Competing in the 18 & under division are: fi rst row, l to r, Sally Gilles, Kristina 
Molder, Claire Nolan, Christine Cho, and Kim Fraisse; second row, l to r, Daniella 
Khatchetourian, Rebecca Tjoelker, Sofi e Munoz, Julia Warden, and Adrienne Ingalla.

Crescenta Valley High School’s 
Falcon Girls water polo team

bring home the bronze

The Crescenta Valley High School girls water polo team competed 
in the California State Games held in San Diego on July 24 - 26. 
Playing under the club name of Falcon Polo, the girls competed in 2 
divisions, 16 & under and 18 & under.

The 16 & under team captured the bronze medal by defeating Surge 
of San Diego by a score of 7-6 and fi nishing the tournament with a 5-
1 record. Members of this team are: Shelby Gregg, Claire Nolan, Kim 
Fraisse, Hannah Loporchio, Dakota Davy Bertram, Karina Alvarez, 
Taylor Guidera, Stefanie Loporchio, Olivia Taylor, Kristina Molder, 
Rachel Krebsbach, Christine Cho, Adrienne Ingalla, and Stacy Lee.

The 18 & under girls team defeated Cougar of San Diego in an excit-
ing game in Sudden death overtime by 6-5. The 18 & under team 
fi nished the tournament with a 4-2 record.

The teams were coached by CV High coaches Pete Loporchio and 
Andrew Kang.

Monte Vista Elementary students William Brookey and Collin 
Kawahara, along with Crescenta Valley High School student Judy 
Hefl in and elementary P.E. teacher Roger Sondergaard, were on the 
Toon Disney Channel (Disney XD, not the regular Disney Channel) 
in an episode of the new show Zeke and Luther where the students 
displayed their sport stacking skills on the show. It aired on August 3, 
2009 and hopefully will air again in the future.

GUSD students and teacher on 
Disney Channel

and those that are able to identify and remove the ines-
sential, no matter how diffi cult, will continue to fi nd suc-
cess.

We continue to make the diffi cult reductions at the dis-
trict, cutting 11 positions (not by layoff, but by retirement 
or moving staff to other open positions) to save over 
$650,000 this next year. Four high school sites are losing 
clerical staff and fi lling the positions from within to save 
the district over $200,000, and we continue to work with 
GTA to save as many teaching positions as possible in 
order to maintain our ultimate mission, student academic 
achievement. Making the tough decisions before fi nancial 
crisis has been the key to avoiding the layoffs that most 
of our neighboring districts have suffered this past spring. 
A parallel mission of our organization has now become 
saving jobs. This process has taught us all that we must 
continue to do more and more, with less and less. We are 
all taking on multiple responsibilities to weather this storm, 
while maintaining the strong reputation that Glendale Uni-
fi ed has made for itself. We need to use this most chal-
lenging time in our history as a teachable moment for our 
students. We have an opportunity to teach them that quit-
ting or lowering our standards is not an option, but rather, 
that no matter how rough the storm is, success is possi-
ble through hard work, team work and fi nding the hidden 
potential we each have for accomplishing greatness.

Thank you Glendale Unifi ed team for working so hard to 
accomplish greatness!

Escalante, continued from Page 1

On August 1, 2009, Crescenta 
Valley High School students, 
Tiffany Lam, Katie Martin, Riley 
Newman, Daniel Olson and 
CVHS teacher Brett Harvey will 
be representing their school 
and the Glendale Unifi ed 
School District on a pilot trip for 
Discovery Student Adventures.

The group will be traveling to 
China for two weeks; they have 
been selected to embark on a 
trial run for this new adventur-
ous travel program. The stu-
dents from GUSD were selected 
because of their enthusiasm and 
passion for learning. Discovery 
was looking for the best to take 
on these pilot trips. They will be 
joined by two other student and 
teacher groups from Wisconsin 
and New Jersey, as well as sev-
eral members of the Discovery 
Education and the Discovery 
Student Adventures staff.

Updates of the trip is available 
at http://dsachina.blogspot.com. 
They will be posting photos and 
videos of their journey along the 
way. The students will also be 
blogging and ‘tweeting’ frequently 
throughout the trip. Discovery will 
be watching where the hits on 
the site come from - let’s make 
California be the biggest source 
of visits.

Their adventures include a visit 
to Beijing and its surrounding 
areas, hike The Great Wall of 
China, see the Olympic stadium 
and meet Chinese athletes train-
ing for 2012, live and train with 
students in a martial arts school 
and more.

Glendale students’
adventures in Chinalaborate to fi nd long-term solu-

tions to this economic crisis.

The District believes that staff 
members are the most critical 
piece in maximizing student 
achievement. The District 
also believes that thoughtful, 
well-reasoned decisions about 
how resources are spent for 

total employee compensation 
can best be made by work-
ing together. Planning for 
how GUSD, its students, and 
employees will be able to sur-
vive the grave fi scal challenges 
ahead with a minimum of 
negative impact on instruction 
or employee compensation is 
more important than ever.

Negotiations, from page 1

Meet our summer superheroes

Teacher Resource Center summer volunteers are shown above with their mentor, 
Venong Phan (fourth from right), who has nothing but praises for these students’ achieve-
ments. They are from Clark Magnet, Glendale, and Hoover High Schools, Rosemont 
Middle School, and Glendale Community College and are participants of the Community 
Services and Volunteer Program and the Glendale Youth Alliance.


