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Message from Dr. Escalante
Call it a clan, call it a network, call it a tribe, call it a family.

Whatever you call it, whoever you are, you need one. ~Jane Howard

One of the nicest things about living and working in Glendale is the sense of 
family and community here—especially within Glendale Unifi ed. As an orga-
nization we are blessed to have not only a family feel, but also the best of the 
best employed in our ranks. Because of that, this year we approached hiring 
for key positions from within. By encouraging our GUSD staff, which repre-
sents the best and the brightest of educators, to consider administrative posi-
tions, we continue the tradition of creating opportunities for the GUSD family. 
Also, promoting from within our district allows for reductions to be made as 
appropriate. Reductions in administrative positions and consolidations of 
administrative responsibility provide opportunities for dollars saved to be redi-
rected back to classrooms.

Thank you and congratulations to the following people:
Dr. Amy Lambert, Assistant Superintendent, Special Education
Dr. Maria Gandera, Director, Human Resources
Dr. Mary LaMasa, Administrator, Educational Services
Kristine Siegal, Coordinator, BTSA/Professional Development
Lynn Marso, Principal, Roosevelt Middle School
Karen Stegman, Principal, Dunsmore Elementary School
Jacqueline Mora, Principal, Marshall Elementary School
Dr. Linda Junge, Principal, Muir Elementary School
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Clark Magnet High 
School receives 

WASC accreditation; 
Verdugo Academy 

hosts Visiting Team
The Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges (WASC) has granted 
Clark Magnet High School a six-year 
term of accreditation, with a mid-
term review, which expires on June 
30, 2015. Congratulations to Clark 
Magnet Principal Doug Dall and his 
great team of teachers, staff, stu-
dents, and parents.

Earlier in May, the WASC visiting 
team met with the Verdugo Academy 
faculty. Committee Chair Victor 
Whitaker commented about how 
well the report was written and how 
seamlessly it appeared to run. The 
report that had been prepared was, 
in his words, “excellent,” refl ecting all 
the hard work that has been done. 
While the Visiting Committee could 
not share the term of accreditation, 
Mr. Whitaker believed that we would 
be pleased.

Following the Model School visit in December, 
the idea of having a school logo that captures the 
essence of what Daily High School represents 
for students surfaced. The original intent for the 
logo was to build school pride by including it on 
school attire and perhaps on letterhead.

Daily High logo

Above: Lynn Marso, 
former Marshall 
Elementary principal; Dr. 
Linda Junge, former Public 
Information, Assessment 
& Evaluation Director; 
and Karen Stegman, 
former Intercultural Offi ce 
Coordinator I, are the 
newly-appointed princi-
pals for Roosevelt Middle 
School, Muir Elementary 
School, and Dunsmore 
Elementary School, 
respectively.

On June 11, 2009, Assistant Superintendent Dr. Richard Sheehan and Director 
Joanna Junge attended the Reading First Awards Ceremony at the Los Angeles 
County Offi ce of Education. There are three participating elementary schools from 
Glendale: Mann, Muir, and Jefferson. Each of the schools received a Certifi cate of 
Completion. Jefferson Elementary received special recognition for decreasing the 
number of students scoring basic or below basic over the last fi ve years. In addition, 
Jefferson was recognized as the highest performing Reading First school in the State 
of California in Cohort 2.

Reading First Awards Ceremony



July 1, 2009
2009-10 Issue #1

Page 2

Above: Disney VoluntEARS had just completed their project at Franklin Elementary 
school. The VoluntEARS constructed storage for the school’s workroom and lounge. 
They also installed a new “high-tech” sound system along with a state-of-the-art pro-
jection system and a 14’ screen. The beautiful mural of Benjamin Franklin tops off the 
project. All these were done in one day and they were able to present Snow White 
that evening. The parents gave a standing ovation to Disney before the show. Franklin 
Elementary Principal Stephen Williams said, “We are so appreciative for this wonderful 
gift from the Disney VoluntEARS.” The group was invited to Franklin for a Friday morn-
ing ceremony and a thank you photo was presented to each VoluntEAR (80 altogether). 
Williams added, “Larree Carnes from Dismey could not attend. However, her planning, 
along with Ryan Porter, truly made this come to life. We also must not forget the coordina-
tion from Joan McCarthy and Jamie Keyser who have been so supportive of Franklin for 
the past 12 years. They are just wonderful! Disney rocks!” Right: Franklin Elementary 
School students create a sidewalk chalk mural of Snow White to greet the audience of 
Franklin Drama Club’s production of Snow White held on June 12, 2009 at the Franklin 
Auditorium.

Disney and Franklin Elementary forges partnership

The Glendale High School Bistro 
program has planted and nurtured 
a garden to harvest food that is 
prepared and served by students. 
The grant funding has run out, 
but now other community part-
ners are stepping in to ensure the 
garden’s continued existence.  On 
June 18, 2009, Rita Henderson 
of the Community Affairs & Ed 
Programs of Nestle Corporation 
presented a $1500 check to keep 
the kitchen garden going. The 
PTA has also donated $150.

Nestle brings 
‘green’ to GHS

After Mountain Avenue Elementary School 
Teacher Ron Gunnoe (below left) taught 
the fi fth graders various aspects of Colonial 
Life, including causes that lead up to the 
Revolution, the students were able to par-
ticipate in a “Colonial Day”. This year, they 
decided to invite the students to a birthday 
celebration for a colonial child. Students 
came dressed in Colonial costumes for the 
day. They participated in a colonial dance, 
planting of crops, butter-churning, and soap 
whittling.
Mountain Avenue librarian Christine 
Holmquist helped put this event together. 
Fifth grade Mountain Avenue student 
Bradford Hales (below right) is shown with 
his teacher Mr. Gunnoe wearing his colonial 
costume.

Mountain Avenue 
goes back to 
colonial times

Two students from Roosevelt Middle School attended the 2009 NASA Explorer School 
(NES) Student Symposium from April 29 to May 1, 2009 at the Johnson Space Center 
in Houston. Sixth grader Anthony Perez and eighth grader Ryan Kamiya were selected 
based upon their participation in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)-
based after-school programs at Roosevelt.
Anthony is the president of the Robotics Club and Ryan is the president of the NASA 
Club. Both boys are also involved in the MESA Schools program and represented 
Roosevelt in the National Science Bowl.

Roosevelt students attend NASA 
Explorer School Student Symposium

Above: Ota Lutz, NASA Explorer Schools Coordinator, Ryan Kamiya, NASA Club 
President, and Anthony Perez, Robotics Club President.

V e r d u g o 
W o o d l a n d s 
s t u d e n t s 
spent 3 days 
off Catalina 
Island sailing 
the tall ship 
Tole Mour. 
The trip was 
a culmination 
to after-school 
classes in 
which they 
learned about 
sailing terms, 
c l a s s i f y i n g 
sea life using 
a dichoto-
mous key, 
fi sh anatomy 
(including dis-
section), and 

Verdugo Woodlands students’ 
seafaring experience

signal fl ags. While onboard the ship, stu-
dents became crew members who hauled 
up sails, performed night watch duties, 
scrubbed the decks, and kept the galley, 
mess, and below decks spotless. They 
also had fun dissecting squid, climbing 
aloft (up about 60 feet and over the rigging 
on the mast), swimming at night to see 
bioluminescence, and climbing out and 
riding on the bowsprit (the very front tip of 
the vessel.) While snorkeling, they encoun-
tered masses of fi sh among the kelp, they 
were face to face with a leopard shark, they 

swam inside a deep cave, and they held a 
sea urchin and kissed a sea slug for good 
luck. While sailing in the channel, the stu-
dents were awed by the sight of hundreds 
of bottle-nosed dolphins leaping next to 
the boat, along with the sighting of a minke 
whale nearby. “It was the best trip EVER!” 
was the conclusion of all lucky participants 
and teacher Sherry Kully.
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On May 22, 2009, College View had the distinct pleasure of working with Ric Alviso 
and his fabulous Masanga Marimba Group. They did two performances which included 
marimba and other percussion instruments, stories with tribal masks and a play-along.  
College View students played their drums along with the group and were led through a 
variety of rhythms, both fast and slow, loud and soft. It was a truly wonderful experience 
for all involved.  College View & FACTS Principal Jay Schwartz said, “We will be working 
to raise funds so we can have them back again. This has been a wonderful experience.”

Crescenta Valley High School’s 7000 building is nearing completion. The fi nishing of the 
window installation, and outside speakers, horns, lights, etc., are moving forward. Interior 
repairs and clean up are beginning. The rooms will be available for summer school. The 
1000 Library building project began on June 1, 2009, and the weight room will begin on 
June 23, 2009. The last phase is scheduled to be completed in December 2009.
John Fenton, Administrator of Planning, Development and Facilities says, “Thanks go to 
the school site staff, students, and community for their cooperation!”

Crescenta Valley High construction 
defect remediation wrapping-up

On June 2, 2009, the KTLA 
news van was at Daily High 
School to fi lm Daily High student 
Amber Morris who won the Stan 
Chambers Journalism Award. 
The video was featured during 
one of KTLA’s newscasts.

Amber graduated this summer 
and will attend Glendale 
Community College in the fall; 
she hopes to transfer to Cal-
State LA to become a registered 
nurse. In her winning essay, 
Amber wrote that the greatest 
challenge so far in her young life 
has also been her greatest joy -

- a baby daughter born while she 
was still in high school. Amber 
writes that she wanted to show 
everyone that being a teen mom 
would not stop her from being 
someone great. With that in 
mind, she is fi nishing high school 
and is sure she and her daughter 
have a promising future.

The Stan Chambers Journalism 
Awards is an annual essay 
competition that awards senior 
high school students interested 
in journalism careers with cash 
awards. This year’s fi ve winners 
received $500 each.

Daily High student wins Stan 
Chambers essay contest

College View hosts drummers

Amber is shown above with her daughter being fi lmed by a KTLA cameraman at her 
classroom at Daily High School.

Planning, Development and Facilities Administrator John Fenton reported that the last of 
the concrete was placed at the Hoover High School quad on the morning of June 15, 
2009. Cleanup has begun, as well as the preparation for planting of landscape materials.

Hoover High quad’s fi nal phase

Above: Students in Mrs. Rachelle Adamian’s class at Muir Elementary School were all 
smiles during their fi eld trip to Fire Station 22 on May 28, 2009. They were greeted by 
the very friendly and welcoming staff. Fire fi ghter Chris Gonzales talked to the children 
about the fi re truck and then put on his gear for the children to see. The students were 
very excited, because they were each allowed to get in the fi re truck. The children also 
learned about the ambulance and some of the equipment carried on board to help people 
in emergencies. The class was given a tour of the fi re station. The chief showed them the 
kitchen, the break/study room, the chief’s offi ce, and even one of the bedrooms. This was 
a very special learning experience for the children. They have just read a story about a 
fi re station and had lots of questions that the staff were able to answer. The children were 
in awe of what they saw. They couldn’t stop thanking the fi re fi ghters because they all 
understood what an important part of the community the fi re fi ghters are.

Muir students are all fi red up
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On June 11, 2009, three kindergarten classes at Cerritos Elementary presented the pro-
gram Rumble in the Jungle which integrated the science, social science, and Visual 
and Performing Arts standards beautifully. A fi rst grade class narrated. Kindergarten 
teacher Pearl Hernandez wrote the words to common tunes that the students sang and 
performed. It was an outstanding production. The children performed for the school and 
the parents.

A production that meets the 
standards

Columbus presented their spring musical, “Annie”. Their coach is Nancy Pozo-Jones, 
teacher at Columbus Elementary. The fi fty plus students did a wonderful job of an 
abridged version of the musical. The show included a student as the narrator to fi ll in the 
story line and 6 soloists, 3rd and 4th graders, who had beautiful voices.

Columbus Elementary students 
perform ‘Annie’

Glendale Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Michael Escalante, along with other 
Glendale Schools administrators, served 
dinner during the Teacher Appreciation 
Dinner on May 5, 2009. Shown with Dr. 
Escalante is Monte Vista Elementary School 
First Grade Teacher Cathy Beyerle.

Glendale schools 
administrators at 

your serviceMountain Avenue Elementary’s Student Council raised $400.00 through the sale 
of “smencil” pencils to donate to the United Way. Teachers featured in the photo are 
(from L to R) Judi Ledgerton, Melissa Stephan, and Margo Ewing (this year’s Delmonte 
winner).

Mountain Avenue student council 
raises funds for United Way

Monte Vista teacher Shirley Sycamore conducted a primary chorus of 88 students. The 
students presented their program to the rest of the students during the day and an eve-
ning performance for the parents on June 2, 2009. Above: primary students singing and 
signing “You Light Up My Life.”

Monte Vista students sing and sign 
during performance

Glendale High School Art teacher Mary 
Jo Bradley arranged for a fi eld trip to La 
Canada’s Descanso Gardens for her AP 
Art students on June 3, 2009. The students 
used the Rose Garden area of the gardens 
to create some spectacular art pieces. 
Above: Retired Art teacher, Christine Rose 
was one of the chaperons helping the stu-
dents in their creations.

Glendale High AP 
Art students use 
the Rose Garden 

for inspiration

White dedicates new shade structure

A new shade structure was dedicated and 
offi cially opened to R.D. White students 
on May 29, 2009. PTA and many other 
community members were instrumental in 
donating their time and resources to bring 
shade to R.D. White’s young students.


