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Welcome to Keppel!
We are happy to welcome your child to
kindergarten at Mark Keppel Visual and
Performing Arts Magnet. We know that you
realize the importance of early childhood
education. The kindergarten curriculum is
developmentally appropriate for all children and is
based on the Common Core Standards set by the
state of California. Children are exposed to a
variety of experiences that become the
foundation for their future academic
achievements. Cooperation between school and
family is vital. Kindergarten is a milestone in
your child’s life. It is not only the beginning of
formal education, but it is the first step toward
life long learning and social
participation. The purpose of
this handbook is to help you
prepare your child for the
exciting adventure of starting
school.
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Expectations for
Students
As the first day approaches, discuss
guidelines with your child that will encourage
safety and optimum learning:
Be Safe:
•

I will keep my hands and feet to myself.

Be Responsible:
•
•

Attendance
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday
8:00am – 12:23pm

I will help to keep my classroom and
playground clean.
During listening time, my voice should
be off when the teacher’s voice is on:
Voice Level 0.

Be Respectful:
•
•

Thursday (Banking Day)
9:00am-12:23pm

I will raise my hand if I have something
to say.
I will treat others with respect. At
Keppel, we work on using encouraging
words.

Thursday Folders

Children should be in the classroom
when the bell rings. Tardies will be
marked if your child is late.
Keppel has a call-in system for
absences. When your child is
absent, please call the office at
(818) 244-2113
or send a note to let the school
know the reason for the absence.

Each Thursday, your child will take home a
Thursday Folder. This folder will contain
important notices and corrected class work.
Please take out all notices and read them
carefully. If any paper work needs to be
returned, you may send it back in your child’s
folder. Return the Thursday Folder each
Friday.

What to Bring the 1st Week of School!
1. A backpack (large enough to fit a 9X12 inch folder). We discourage backpacks with
wheels in kindergarten as they do not fit in the cubbies. Please label your child’s
name on the backpack.
2. A reusable snack bag with your child’s name clearly labeled. If you store food in
plastic containers, please make sure your child can open and close them independently.
Water bottles must be leak proof. No glass containers.
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Preparing Your Child for
School
With the rigorous Common Core State
Standards in kindergarten, it is more
important than ever that home and school
work closely together to provide the best
possible beginning for our students. Here are
some things that can be done at home that
will give young children a “head start” on
their way to a successful and happy year in
kindergarten:
1. Read to your child every day.
2. Help your child recognize and write his
or her first name.
3. Encourage your child to color, cut and
“practice” writing.
4. Show your child that letters, numbers,
and shapes are all around and are part
of everyday life.
5. Show your child how to take care of
their own belongings (zipping, closing,
etc).
6. Have your child go to bed at a
reasonable bedtime and get plenty of
rest.

Kindergarten
Curriculum
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/

Students will be instructed in:
• Language Arts
• Math
• Science
• History/Social Science
• Visual & Performing Arts
• Physical Education

Report Cards
The Glendale Unified School District
uses a Common Core Standards based
report card. Your child will be graded
from 1-4 based on their progress
towards meeting the CCSS
Kindergarten Standards.
Please note: There is no report card
for kindergarten students
1st trimester.
Teachers will conference with parents
to discuss progress.

Keppel Homework Policy
*Please visit the California Department of

Education’s website at www.cde.ca.gov for the

Students will be required to read a minimum of 20 minutes nightly.California
This can
include
state
standards.
students reading on their own or someone reading aloud to them. Students can read any
type of reading material on any topic of their choosing. Teachers may provide reading logs,
study guides, sight word rings or math rings.

Teachers may also provide suggested activities for skill practice or family activities that
support learning. On occasion, students may be asked to work on parts of projects at home.
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Safety Student
Drop-Off

Dress Code

Each class has a designated area for lining
up each day. P l e a s e p a r k l e g a l l y a n d
walk your child to the front of
s c h o o l . Look for the teacher’s name and
line up in front. The teacher will pick up
students each morning from this spot.

• Send your child in clothing that is
comfortable and appropriate for school.
Students will get messy playing outside
and doing projects in the classroom.
Please do not send your child in
fancy/party attire. The school is not
responsible for ruined clothing.

Since kindergarten is such an exciting,
sometimes fearful time for a child, be sure
your child arrives at school ON TIME. Help
your child line up, reassure him/her that
someone will pick him/her up as soon as
school is over, and then leave immediately
when the teacher arrives. PLEASE, DO NOT
LEAVE YOUR CHILD UNATTENDED.
There is no supervision before school. If
your child is early, you must wait with your
child until the teacher arrives. Please
remember that while you are waiting for
the teacher to arrive, your child may NOT
PLAY in front of school. She/he must wait
quietly. Please help us teach the children to
respect the students/teachers that are in
their classrooms.
Students must be picked up after school
ON TIME.

• No oversized clothing. All clothing should
be clean and in good repair.
• Shoes must be closed toe and closed back
(no flip-flops, sandals, etc.)
• It is important that your child be able
to handle his/ her clothing when t aking
care of bathroom needs. Please practice
zipping, buttoning and snapping, etc.
*Label all jackets/sweaters. Lost clothing/belongings
will be placed in the lost and found.

If you would like to inquire about
childcare before or after school,
please call (818) 241-7562.
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Rainy Days
On rainy days the students may enter
the front door of the main building and go
to their classrooms directly at 8:00 am.
As mentioned above, students should come
in by themselves.

Birthday Policy
We do our best to make your child’s
birthday a meaningful one. However, the
district has a strict policy on the number of
parties allowed in each classroom. PLEASE
DO NOT SEND EDIBLE BIRTHDAY
TREATS WITH YOUR CHILD. Each class
will celebrate your child’s birthday in their
own special way.

Snack
Please send a healthy snack from
home in a reusable bag that has
your child’s name c l e a r l y
written on it. Fruit, vegetables
and crackers are a good choice.
Our snack time is very limited.
Do not send too much food.

Supplies
A list of requested supplies will be sent out
at Back to School Night. We ask that
parents help, if they are able, by donating
the items on the list and sending them to
school with your child.

Sodas and candy are not to be brought
to school. Please avoid sugary snacks
like cookies, sweets, etc.
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Parent Helpers
There are a number of ways that you can become involved in your child’s education
and school.
• We encourage you to volunteer in your child’s classroom if you are able.
If interested, a current T.B. test clearance must be provided to the school
office. Contact your child’s teacher to schedule your volunteer time.
• Volunteer to be a Room Parent for classroom parties/activities.
• Participate in the Keppel P.T.A. and/or the
Make Keppel Special (MKS) Foundation.
For more information visit http://makekeppelspecial.blogspot.com/
•

Volunteer to join the class on a field trip.

•

If you are able to volunteer time at home, contact your child’s teacher for any
jobs she may need help with.

As your child begins his or her formal
education, remember that learning is not a
race, but a journey through life. It is an
exciting adventure, with something new to
be learned every day.
We welcome you to kindergarten at Keppel
and we look forward to a wonderful year
with your child!

Keppel Kindergarten Staff

