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Message from the President
Dear Colleagues,  
The first weeks of the new school year are well 
underway throughout California. We welcome you 
to our fall newsletter. California Association for the 
Gifted has been supporting educators and families 
for the past 57 years providing advocacy, teacher 
training, parent support, classroom strategies, and 
resources to support gifted and advanced learners. 
We are honored to work to enhance programs and 
services for gifted children. CAG continues to be 
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CAG NEWSLETTER 
Advocates for the needs, interests, and abilities of diverse gifted children

How Do I Find Parent 
Funding for the CAG 
Conference? 

By: Julie Hull   
CAG Executive Board- 
Parent Chair 
Parent Day at the 
California Association for 
the Gifted’s 57th Annual 
Parent Conference will 
take place on Sunday, 
February 24, 2019 in Palm 
Springs. This one-day 
event is a great time for 
learning about cognitive, 
social - emotional and 
behavioral needs, 
networking with other 
parents,  and learning 
how to become an 
advocate for gifted 
children throughout the 
state. 
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the largest advocacy 
organization for 
gifted learners 
throughout the state 
of California.  

In our fall newsletter 
you will find 
information on our 
#CAGcon Keynote 
speakers, a handful 
of reasons to attend 
the 2019 conference 
in beautiful Palm 
Springs, conference information about funding, 
parent day at the conference, and vendor 
sponsorship opportunities. 

Welcome to the new school year. Thank you for all 
you do to support gifted and twice-exceptional 
children throughout the state of California.  

Warmly, 

Ann Smith 
CAG Executive Board- President  
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How Do I Find Parent 
Funding for the CAG 
Conference? 

•How can my 
district or 
school site 
send parents 
to the event?  

•Why is it 
important for 
our parents to 
attend CAG’s 
Parent Day? 

Many districts send 
groups of parents to the 
CAG conference and pay 
for their registration 
through a variety of 
funding sources, such as, 
Title 1 funding for parent 
involvement or their 
district’s Local Control 
Accountability Plan 
(LCAP). The CAG Parent 
Day Conference is a 
perfect example of 
providing opportunities 
for parent involvement, 
which supports one of 
the state’s priorities. 

CAG board members meeting virtually in Fall, 2018
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Meet the Keynote Speakers 

Dr. Joseph S. Renzulli is a 
leader and pioneer in 
gifted education and  
applying the pedagogy of 
gifted education teaching 
strategies to all students. 
The American 
Psychological Association 
named him among the 25 
most influential 
psychologists in the world. He received the Harold W. 
McGraw, Jr. Award for Innovation in Education, 
considered by many to be “the Nobel” for educators, 
and was a consultant to the White House Task Force on 
Education of the Gifted and Talented. His work on the 
Three Ring Conception of Giftedness, the Enrichment 
Triad Model and curriculum compacting and 
differentiation were pioneering efforts in the 1970s, and 
he has contributed hundreds of books, book chapters, 
articles, and monographs to the professional literature, 
many of which have been translated to other 
languages. Dr. Renzulli has received more than $50 
million in research grants and several million dollars of 
additional funding for professional development and 
service projects. 

Sally Reis is the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs, a 
Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor, and a 
Teaching Fellow in Educational Psychology at the 
University of Connecticut. She currently holds the Letitia 
Neag Morgan Chair in Educational 
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Distinguished Service 
Award Opportunity 

CAG continues its tradition of 
honoring one member of the 
GATE community in each 
region for going “above and 
beyond” in contributing to the 
interests of gifted and 
talented children. These 
honorees will be recognized 
and celebrated within their 
region and will receive 
complimentary one-year CAG 
memberships. You can 
participate by nominating a 
parent, teacher, administrator, 
counselor, psychologist, or 
community member for 
consideration. Selections will 
be based upon the following 
criteria:  

• Demonstrated 
excellence that 
benefits gifted and 
talented students  

• Proven commitment to 
gifted children  

• Advocacy for the gifted 
and talented  

• Service to CAG and 
other organizations for 
gifted learners 

Click on the Distinguished 
Service Award application. 
Applications are due by 
October 19, 2018. 

(continued)  
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Psychology. She was a public school teacher and 
administrator for 15 years, prior to her work at UConn. She 
has authored more than 250 articles, books, book chapters, 
monographs and technical reports. She has traveled 
extensively across the country conducting workshops and 
providing professional development for school districts on 
enrichment programs and gender equity programs. Sally 
serves on the editorial board of the Gifted Child Quarterly, 
and is a past-president of The National Association for Gifted 
Children. She is a fellow of the American Psychological 
Association and was named a Distinguished Scholar of the National Association for Gifted 
Children. 

Edward R. Amend, Psy.D., is a Clinical Psychologist and will 
be the Keynote Speaker for CAG Parent Day on February 24, 
2019. Dr. Amend is co-author of two award-winning books: A 
Parent’s Guide to Gifted Children; and Misdiagnosis and Dual 
Diagnoses of Gifted Children and Adults: ADHD, Bipolar, 
OCD, Asperger’s, Depression, and Other Disorders. Dr. 
Amend has authored or co-authored a number of articles, 
book chapters, and columns about gifted children. 
As a strong advocate for the gifted population, Dr. Amend 

has served on the Board of Directors of Supporting Emotional Needs of Gifted (SENG), as 
the President of the Kentucky Association for Gifted Education (KAGE), and Chair for the 
National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) Counseling and Guidance Network. He 
has been a consultant to the Davidson Institute for Talent Development and a 
Contributing Editor for Roeper Review, a peer-reviewed journal for gifted education. Dr. 
Amend is actively involved with the Assessment Special Interest Group of NAGC and the 
National Twice Exceptional Community of Practice. He is a 
member of the American Psychological Association (APA), 
APA’s Division 53 (Child-Clinical Psychology), and the 
Kentucky Psychological Association. 

Present at #CAGcon 2019  

Visit www.cagifted.org for the latest presentation proposal 
submission information.  
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Why should you attend the 2019 CAG 
Conference? 
Krisa Muller 

CAG Executive Board- Secretary 

The CAG Conference offers three session types from today’s leading education experts: large-
scale presentation sessions, smaller workshop sessions focused on personal interactions among 
attendees and presenters, and roundtable discussions with focused, individualized collaboration 
opportunities. 

  

With your registration, you can see how gifted education will meet the needs of California’s state 
priorities: 
Priority 1 - Basic Services 
 ◦ Materials used to educate the gifted have benefits for all. By incorporating gifted 

strategies and materials with all, you “lift all boats with the rising tide”. Our vending 
hall is waiting for you to explore. 

 

Seven specialized strands have been developed to meet your needs including: 
  

 • Administration: Roles, Services, Programs, Teacher Development, and Identification 

 • Giftedness: Characteristics, Behaviors, Identification, and Special Populations 

 • Differentiation in the Core Content Areas: Science, Math, Literature, History, and the Arts 

 • Advocacy and Funding: LCFF/LCAP 

 • Gifted Affective Development: Social and Emotional, Bullying, and Self-Identity 

 • Challenging Curriculum: Lessons and Units of Study 

 • Technology Integration
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Priority 2 - Implementation of State Standards 
 ◦ Gifted strategies work for all students. They align with the higher-level questioning 

and critical thinking outlined in the state standards. We have experts in all curricular 
areas waiting to share their best practices that you can take back to your classroom 
and implement on Monday. 

Priority 3 - Parental Involvement 
 ◦ Sunday of the conference is an opportunity for parents to come and explore what 

gifted education should look like in the classroom, provide information on the 
unique social-emotional needs of the gifted, and provide parents with advocacy 
strategies to use in their own district. 

Priority 4 - Pupil Achievement & Priority 7 - Course Access 
 ◦ By providing gifted curriculum to our students, we set them on a pathway for 

success and open doors to higher level coursework in high school. Differentiation 
(depth, complexity, acceleration, and novelty) provide students with an opportunity 
to reveal and express their potential. Learn how to differentiate content, process, 
product as you prepare your students for college and/or career futures. 

Priority 5 - Pupil Engagement & Priority 6 - School Climate 
 ◦ A gifted curriculum and mindset makes for an engaging community of scholars. 

Open-ended questioning techniques, in-depth learning opportunities, 
individualized learning pathways engage student and teacher alike. When a student 
is engaged, the school becomes a place to be. Avoidance behaviors diminish, time 
on task increases, and student performance improves. 

Priority 8 - Other Pupil Outcomes 
 ◦ We want our students to leave our classrooms with abilities beyond Math and 

English. Gifted learning and projects that tap into a student’s interest and potential 
could lead to working with a mentor or in an apprenticeship program to enable 
students to work with like-minded peers. 

www.cagifted.org � �6

http://www.cagifted.org


California Association for the Gifted Fall 2018

  

CAG Registration At-A-Glance 2019

Conference Registration 
Click here to register as a teacher 
Click here to register as a parent

February 22-24, 2019 
Renaissance Hotel  
888 Tahquitz Canyon Drive 
Palm Springs, CA   
(888) 682-1238 
Schedule At-A-Glance 
Lunch provided on Friday for Pre-Conference (additional fee) and Saturday, February 23, 2018

Registration Rates
Early Bird  

(November 30, 2018)
Regular

Member $345 $395

Non-Member $445 $495

Group price per person  

(5 or more)

$345 $345

Pre-Conference 

(Friday, February 22nd)

$150 $150

Parent $50 or $75 for 2 $50 or $75 for 2
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Calling all Vendors and Exhibitors! 
Jennette Harper 

CAG Executive Board- Treasurer

The California Association for the Gifted 57th Annual Conference brings together 
educators, parents, and administrators at all levels to beautiful Palm Springs.  The 
conference provides workshops and sessions that provide professional development 
opportunities with first rate presenters. The exhibit hall will be in the Palm Springs 
Convention Center. Our participants appreciate the opportunity to view and 
purchase the latest products and speak directly with company representatives. We 
attract 1,200 participants at the annual conference. 
  

Hotel Reservation Information 
Renaissance Hotel (888) 682-1238 or click here to reserve your room 
Hilton Hotel (760) 320-6868

Reservation Rates

Renaissance Hotel $202/night + tax* 
Hilton Hotel $195/night + tax* 
*Mention California Association for the Gifted for the special CAG hotel rate

PAYMENT INFORMATION: 

Individuals or groups can pay by credit card, check, or purchase order.  

QUESTIONS: 

Email: admin@cagifted.org 

CANCELATION/SUBSTITUTION POLICY: 

All cancelations must be received by January 22, 2019. 

All cancelations will be charged a $200 processing fee if they are received after January 

22, 2019. Substitutions must be made online. 

www.cagifted.org � �8

(continued)  

http://bit.ly/CAGcon2019Hotel
mailto:admin@cagifted.org
http://www.ci.palm-springs.ca.us/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.visitpalmspringscc.com/cc_pdfs_website/CC_Map_0512_c.pdf
http://www.visitpalmspringscc.com/cc_pdfs_website/CC_Map_0512_c.pdf
http://www.cagifted.org


California Association for the Gifted Fall 2018

If you sell educational school-related materials or provide a service to educators and 
parents, please consider participating in our conference. The Vendor and Exhibitor 
Packet, including the floor plan and registration form, is online at https://cagifted.org/
vendors-and-exhibitors/ or by emailing Jennette Harper at jharpercag@gmail.com.  
We hope that you will consider exhibiting at the conference and providing a valuable 
service to our attendees.   

CAG Conference Opportunities
PLATINUM SPONSOR Sponsorship of Tote Bags- $2000 to $5000: 

With your sponsorship of our Tote Bags, your company’s name will be visible for years to 
come to our 1,200+ attendees. Imagine everywhere the bag is taken your name will be visible 
to the public. This is a phenomenal way to support Gifted Education and your company. Your 
booth space is included with this option. 

GOLD SPONSOR $1500 for one premium booth or $2000 for two booths 
• Premium booth(s) selected prior to regular exhibitor selection ($760 value or $1420 

value) 
• Full-page black and white ad in CAG Conference program ($510 value) 
• Featured vendor advertising spot in one of CAG’s monthly newsletters ($300 value) 
• Double spot on our new rotating banner on the CAG website ($400value) 
• Large GOLD SPONSOR sign in your booth to show your additional support of CAG 

(Priceless)  

SILVER SPONSOR $1000 for one premium booth or $1500 for two booths 
•Premium booth(s) selected prior to regular exhibitor selection ($760 value or $1420 
value) 
•Half-page black and white ad in CAG Conference program ($350 value) 
•Single spot on CAG’s new rotating marketing banner on the newly-designed CAG 
website ($250 value) 
•Large SILVER SPONSOR sign in your booth to show your additional support of CAG 
(Priceless) 

MORNING COFFEE SPONSOR $500 
You will be identified by morning coffee setups as the sponsor Your booth space will be 
included with this option. 

Advertising in the CAG Conference Program: 

A limited number of commercial advertisements will be accepted for inclusion in the CAG 
conference program book. Program ads should salute CAG. Advertising rates are available 
from the CAG Office at admin@cagifted.org 
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Ongoing Advertising Opportunities 

CAG’s Newly-Designed Website with Digital 
Advertising Opportunity: 

CAG’s newly-designed website has digital 
advertising available on a rotating sponsor 
banner. We are offering the following two options 
for inclusion on this new opportunity: 
•Single spot to include company name, logo, and 
website link for $250 for one year 
•Two spots, twice the exposure, to include 
company name, logo, and website link for $400 
for one year 

CAG’s Newsletter- Featured Vendor Advertising Opportunity: 

CAG sends out an electronic newsletter to over 8,000 individuals on a regular basis. Each 
issue will feature one vendor with a banner advertisement. The cost to be one of these select 
featured vendors is only $300.  
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