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NEWS ADVISORY 

 

Crescenta Valley High to confront simulated fatal crash 
Graphic presentation reminds students of impaired deaths “Every 15 Minutes” 

 
GLENDALE, CA --  Students at Crescenta Valley High School will get a graphic reminder that 

someone on the United States is killed, on average, every 15 minutes in an alcohol-related incident. 

 

“Every 15 Minutes” is a powerful presentation, staged by the high school in conjunction with the 

California Highway Patrol and the California Office of Traffic Safety, intended to take a dramatic step 

in educating high school students to make mature decisions about alcoholic beverage use. 
 

“This is an important event, teaching students the repercussions of driving under the influence of 

alcohol and of getting into a car with a drunk driver,” said CVHS Assistant Principal Charlotte 

Sassounian, who helped plan the event.  

 

“Students also learn that their actions impact the lives of their friends and their family,” Sassounian 

said. Students, faculty volunteers, the CHP and the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s department have 

spent months planning and coordinating this event, she said. 

 

The two-day program will begin Thursday, February 9, with a crash simulation at Crescenta Valley 

High School, 2900 Community Ave., La Crescenta, at 10:20 a.m. The realistic demonstration features 

actual public safety personnel, working with student volunteers, portraying a collision scene. 

 

An assembly will follow on Friday, February 10, and 9 a.m., in the CVHS MacDonald Auditorium.  

 

Funding for the Crescenta Valley “Every 15 Minutes” program was provided by a grant from the 

California Office of Traffic Safety, through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 

augmented by a generous donation from CVHS PTSA. 
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