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NEWS ADVISORY 

 

Clark Magnet High team competing in Lexus Eco Challenge 
La Crescenta science &technology high school vies for a second eco-title 

 
GLENDALE, CA --  “Carbonators,” a team of eight students from Glendale Unified’s Clark Magnet 
High School, are competing with an air and climate project in the Final Challenge of the fifth annual 
Lexus Eco Challenge. The prestigious Lexus national contest encourages middle and high school 
students to develop and implement environmental programs that positively impact their communities. 
“Carbonators” have won $10,000, to date, and are now vying for a $30,000 Grand Prize. 
 
Another Clark student team, also under the direction of teacher Dominique Evans-Bye, won the Lexus 
Eco Challenge Grand Prize for land and water project in 2011, for their in-depth presentation on the 
dangers of pollution making its way through the local ocean food chain. 
 
The Lexus Eco Challenge, created by luxury automaker Lexus, and children’s publisher Scholastic, 
was designed to educate young people about the environment and to inspire them to solve problems.  
 
The Carbonators’ action plan was to research the negative impact of ozone smog in Los Angeles 
County, the most polluted metropolitan area in the nation. To address how smog negatively affects the 
environment, the Carbonators identified smog levels throughout California with data from the 
Environmental Protection Agency and used the data to create spatial analysis maps in ArcGIS mapping 
software. The Carbonators realized how little the public knew about this subject after surveying the 
community. As a result, they created a blog presenting all their research and showcased their project at 
the LA County Department of Public Works headquarters for GIS Day. 
 
Community member are invited to support the team’s Action Plan by taking a look at LA County 
online solar maps ( http://solarmap.lacounty.gov/ ) that shows the best places to install solar panels, 
posting a message on Wifitti: http://wiffiti.com/screens/90734. Viewer can also keep up-to-date with 
the Carbonators blog: carbonators.blogspot.com. 
 
Lexus and Scholastic will choose 10 winning teams nationwide.  Two of those teams will earn the 
Grand Prize of $30,000 while eight teams will be named First Place winners receiving $15,000 all in 
the form of grants for the school and teacher, and scholarships for the students.  
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