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NEWS ADVISORY 
 

Glendale Board approves temporary Tdap waiver 
Clinics help fulfill mandatory pertussis vaccination requirements 

 
GLENDALE, CA --  A temporary waiver, allowing students to begin the 2011-2012 school year prior to 
receiving a mandatory pertussis (whooping cough) vaccination, was approved by the Glendale Unified School 
District Board of Education at its August 16 meeting. 
 
In June 2010, the California Department of Public Health declared a pertussis epidemic. Pertussis is a 
contagious respiratory disease that can be severe and long-lasting. Immunity received from early childhood 
immunization wears off over time, leaving older students and adult susceptible to the disease. In response, the 
California Legislature passed Assembly Bill 354, which requires that all students entering the 7th through 12th 
grades in the 2011-2012 school year be immunized with a booster called Tdap, a vaccine that protects against 
diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis (whooping cough). 
 
The law applies to ALL California students entering into any grade, from 7th through 12th grades this fall, to 
show proof of having received the Tdap shot in order to begin school. Students must provide proof of 
immunization at registration. More than 60 percent of Glendale students have submitted proof of Tdap.  
 
The waiver approved Aug. 16 will allow other Glendale students until Sept. 27 to show proof of having 
received the immunization. Students who have not met the requirement on that date would not be allowed to 
continue coming to school, Assistant Superintendent Kathy Fundukian Thorossian told the Board. 
 
The move will provide flexibility for Glendale students and their families and avoid “kids having to be pulled at 
the last minute” if they had not received the mandatory shot by the Aug. 29 start of classes, Board of Education 
Vice President Christine Walters said. 
 
Board members strongly encouraged families to take advantage of special immunization clinics, offered to all 
students at reduced rates on school campuses by Physicians Group Family Medicine and the Armenian 
American Medical Society of California.  A clinic will be held Tuesday, August 23, at Glendale High School 
from 8 a.m. to Noon. A clinic will also be held Wednesday, August 24, at Hoover High School, from 8 a.m. 
until noon. A previous clinic was held at Crescenta Valley High School. Parents must accompany their children. 
 
Shots at the clinics will be provided for $40; cash required. Parents may also contact their family physicians. 
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