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NEWS ADVISORY 
 

GUSD Administrators given CERT Training 
 

GLENDALE, CA. – Forty-one administrators and teacher leaders from Glendale Unified School District spent 

the last three days (June 25, 26, & 27) completing Community Emergency Response Training (CERT).  The 

intensive, hands-on training provided by Lisa and Paul Dutton, Crescenta Valley CERT instructors, engaged 

principals and school representatives in the critical elements of emergency response.   

CERT provides individuals with the basic skills that they will need to respond to the community's immediate 

needs in the aftermath of a disaster, when emergency services are not immediately available. CERT includes an 

overview of disaster preparedness, fire safety and utility controls, medical operations, search/triage/rescue 

operations, and disaster psychology.  The training culminated in a simulated disaster, complete with volunteer 

student "victims" that put the participants through all aspects of emergency response. 

 

Suzannne Risse, Principal of Monte Vista Elementary School: "Even though we've received similar trainings in 

the past, CERT provided important and new information and strategies for us to better respond to emergencies 

at our schools and in the community." 

 

Dr. Linda Junge, Principal of Crescenta Valley High School: "As a principal transitioning to CVHS this training 

has given me a valuable lens to examine my new campus and its safety systems." 

 

Dr. Richard Sheehan, Superintendent: "Student safety is a priority for GUSD.  The Dutton's expertise has 

benefitted all of our district's administrators and will subsequently have a positive impact on the lives of all of 

our students.  We thank them for working with us to provide this important training." 

 

Paul Dutton, CV CERT Instructor:  "It was incredibly useful information for all GUSD principals and 

administrators and it is our hope that they take this information back to the schools and put it to good use in 

their safety plans and procedures.  Our schools will be better prepared for the next event." 

Lisa Dutton, CERT Instructor:  “It was a pleasure and honor to be able to work with GUSD.  I am grateful that 

Dr. Sheehan heard and understood the need for this type of training for our principals, administrators, and 

teacher leaders.” 
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