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NEWS ADVISORY 
 

Verdugo Creative Technology Consortium Receive $6 Million to Partner with   Entertainment 
Industry Giants in Preparing Students for Careers in the Creative Economy 

 
GLENDALE - June 12, 2014 - On Friday, May 30, 2014, the California Department of Education (CDE) announced 
the grant recipients of their $250 million College and Career Readiness Trust program.  The Verdugo Creative 
Technology Consortium (VCTC), (Glendale Unified School District, Burbank Unified School District, Glendale 
Community College, the Verdugo Workforce Investment Board, and California State University, Northridge) 
will receive $6 million to provide college and career pathway programs that prepare students for advanced learning in 
digital media, digital manufacturing, and ultimately, careers in digital media.   

 
The Verdugo Creative Technology Consortium will focus on digital design and fabrication programs that tie directly 
to our local creative economy.  Each of these areas is of high-skill. High wage, high growth occupations that call for 
enhanced levels of workplace readiness, creativity, and increasing know-how in the use of digital technology. 
Signatory industry partners Warner Bros. Entertainment, Nickelodeon, Cartoon Network and affiliate partner, 
mOcean will serve as advisors on an oversight committee that will development and monitor linked learning 
programs that bridge Career Technical Training programs, college courses, and real world experiences for students.  

 
“Our Burbank entertainment industry partners are essential to our success,” said Sharon Cuseo, Director, Instruction 
and Accountability Burbank USD, “They will work closely with our cohort to ensure our pathway programs include 
relevant, industry standard, work-based learning opportunities and activities that properly prepare students for 
employer expectations for the 21st Century workplace.”  

 
Grant funds will support of industry standard equipment, professional development and pathway course articulation 
between Glendale and Burbank Unified School Districts, Glendale Community College, and California State 
University, Northridge. 
 

“The receipt of the Career Pathways Trust Grant is a game changer for how we deliver instruction in our Career 
Technical Education programs,” said Doug Dall, Principal at Clark Magnet High School, in the Glendale USD “It is a 
testament to the strong partnerships the Glendale and Burbank School Districts, Glendale College and CSUN have 
developed over the years. Because of this partnership our students will be prepared for the high need, high skill, high 
pay careers of the 21st Century.” 
 

The State’s College and Career Pathways Trust program is part of a national effort to better prepare students for three 
college and high demand fields: advanced manufacturing and engineering, information communication technology, 
and health sciences.   Officials reported receiving 120 eligible applications requesting more than $709 million in 
support for program development.  Glendale and Burbank Unified School Districts and the Verdugo Creative 
Technology Consortium were one of forty groups to submit grant proposals and receive funding. 
  
Related Content 
• Career Readiness Campaign - Through his California Career Readiness Initiative, SSPI Tom Torlakson has 

directed the California Department of Education to proceed with 17 key objectives to support, sustain and 
strengthen Career and Technical Education (CTE) in the State. 
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