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June 8, 2020 

 

 

Dear Glendale Unified Students, Families, Staff, and Community: 

 

Our Glendale Unified community is extremely proud of the achievements and resilience of our amazing 

students, particularly our graduating seniors. Time and again, our students have demonstrated their 

exceptional ability to excel academically and shine brilliantly. This year, Balboa, Mark Keppel, Horace 

Mann, Monte Vista, Valley View, and R.D. White Elementary Schools were recognized as California 

Distinguished Schools, and Monte Vista Elementary was named a National Blue Ribbon School. All four 

Glendale Unified comprehensive high schools ranked in the top 16 percent of high schools nationwide by 

U.S. News & World Report, and among the top STEM high schools in the nation according to Newsweek. 

Clark Magnet High School was selected as a U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon School, and both 

Clark Magnet High and Franklin Elementary earned Green Ribbon School titles form the California 

Department of Education for their innovative efforts to reduce environmental impact and ensure effective 

sustainability education. Our students have received top honors and been nationally recognized for 

academics, athletics, the arts, and Career and Technical Education programs, including environmental 

engineering, robotics, culinary arts, public safety, automotive and construction skills, health, science, and 

engineering.  

 

This year did not end the way any of us had planned, but that doesn’t make this moment any less special. 

We have a lot of celebrate as we close out the 2019-20 school year and many bright moments ahead of us. 

I appreciate the resilience and positivity our students, teachers, staff, families, and community have shown 

over the past few months. Particularly, the way our school communities have come together to support one 

another and find creative ways to celebrate our promoting students, and particularly our graduating seniors.  

 

To the class of 2020, without a doubt, we are living in one of the most exciting, promising, and challenging 

times in human history. The 21st century world is more globally connected, technology-driven, and 

complex than any previous era. I have every confidence that our amazing graduating seniors will go on to 

excel in a global economy, affect positive change, and create a brighter future for generations to come. 

 

I am incredibly proud of our Glendale Unified community and honored to serve as your superintendent. 

We are excelling together to prepare every student for success in college, career, and life! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Vivian Ekchian, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 


