
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions on Grading During Remote Learning 
 

General Questions 
 
How were the grading guidelines developed and do teachers have to follow them? 
The California Department of Education (CDE) provided guidance to districts regarding grading during social 
distancing protocols related to the COVID-19 Pandemic, which gave wide latitude to districts but emphasized a 
“do no harm” approach to grading during the current COVID-19 crisis. District staff developed draft grading 
guidelines for teachers to use during this remote learning period.  These guidelines were developed based on the 
guidance from the CDE, and with input from principals and various District leaders.  Drafts of the guidelines were 
further revised after consultation with the secondary curriculum study committee chairpersons of each subject 
area, counselors from all middle and high schools, parent groups, student leaders, and Glendale Teachers 
Association leadership.  GUSD and GTA approved an MOU detailing the agreed upon grading guidelines. 
Furthermore, Administrative Regulation 5121.1 was adopted on April 17, 2020.  Teachers are required to follow 
these grading guidelines for the final grading period of the 2019-20 school year. 
 
When will 4th Quarter progress reports be issued? 
For secondary schools, the fourth quarter progress reporting period will be moved from April 23, 2020 to May 8, 
2020 teachers will provide feedback on student participation during remote learning. 
 
What should teachers be looking for in student work to determine grades for the fourth quarter? 
Teachers are encouraged to approach student progress in terms of evidence of mastery of essential standards 
rather than a focus on assignment completion and deadlines.  
 
Is school work optional since grades cannot drop from the 3rd quarter? 
School work is not optional.  The work teachers are providing now is preparing students for next year.  If students 
do not participate they risk falling behind and creating gaps in learning.  Students should participate to the extent 
possible. 
 

Elementary School Questions 
  
Will elementary school students receive a third trimester report card? 
Yes, but teachers will not assign Third Trimester number grades or marks for behavior or effort.  Teachers will 
provide positive and supportive feedback on the students’ performance over the course of the year, including 
progress during the remote learning period, via the comments section of the report card.  
 

Middle School Questions 
 
How will Middle School students be graded for the second semester? 
For students in middle school, a grade of “Credit” or “No Credit” will be issued for the second semester grade.  
Students who were earning a passing grade at the third quarter marking period will be issued a “credit” for the 
semester grade.  Students who were not passing at the third quarter marking period may improve their grade to 
a grade of “credit” by demonstrating progress on mastery of standards as determined by the teacher.  If students 
who were not passing at the third quarter marking period do not demonstrate growth during the remote learning 
period, a grade of “no credit” may be issued at the teacher's discretion.  Citizenship grades will not be assigned 
for the second semester, but teachers will be able to provide comments. 



What does a “Credit” mean and how does it impact the overall GPA of the student? 
“Credit” means students will earn 5 credits for the course, it will not be calculated in the student's cumulative 
GPA. 
 
What does a “No Credit” mean and how will that impact the overall GPA  
“No credit” means the student will earn 0 credits for the course and it will not be calculated in the students 
cumulative GPA. 
 
Does a “No Credit” impact a student moving on to the next course? 
For most Middle School classes, a grade of “No Credit” does not prohibit a student from moving on to the next 
course in the sequence.  Students in an accelerated math class who earn a “No Credit” for the second semester 
will take the appropriate grade level math class next year. 
 
Does a “Credit” in an accelerated math class or a CTE pathway class mean the student moves on in the 
accelerated pathway? 
Teachers will make recommendations to counselors on which students should continue in the accelerated 
pathway based on progress made during the first semester and third quarter.  As long as students are participating 
in remote learning, grades earned during the remote learning period will not impact recommendations to 
continue in the accelerated pathway.  Teachers may recommend summer school for students to continue on the 
accelerated pathway. 
 
How will second semester GPA be calculated with CR/NC and Q3 marks? 
CR/NC grades from the Spring semester will not change the students cumulative GPA.  The students GPA will be 
based on the Fall grades. 
 
What mark goes on the transcript for semester 2? 
“Credit” or “No Credit” 
 
Will No Credit marks affect 8th grade promotion? 
If the student was earning an F during the 3rd quarter, the teacher can assign a NC and it will impact promotion if 
the student needs the credits to reach the required 100 credit requirement for promotion.  Teachers will work 
with site administrators and counselors to keep them informed of student progress in bringing up grades where 
a third quarter F was earned. 
 
Can a teacher opt to give a letter grade if a student is doing extremely well?  
No.  Based on the MOU agreement and Administrative Regulation, for students in Middle School, a grade of 
“Credit” or “No Credit” will be issued for the second semester grade.   
 
When giving CR/NC. Does a teacher have to add comments? 
Yes, comments are encouraged and will be updated to provide feedback related to distance learning. 
 
What if 8th grade students were in danger of not promoting based on citizenship grades? 
Since citizenship grades will not be assigned for the second semester, if the student earns the required number of 
credits for promotion, they will promote.  Teachers will work with site administrators and counselors if issues arise 
during the remote learning period. 
 
Will the promotion requirements stay the same? 
Mostly, Yes.  In accordance with Board Policy 5127, in order to participate in the school’s eighth grade recognition 
program, a student must: 

1. Earn 100 credits as per Board Policy 6146.5 and Administrative Regulations 6146.5. 
2. Receive no more than two Fs in the second semester of the eighth grade year. 



3. Receive no more than four unsatisfactory (U) citizenship grades during the eighth grade year. No more 
than two unsatisfactory citizenship grades can be received in the second semester of the eighth grade 
year. 
(Since second semester citizenship grades will not be issued, the crossed out sentence above does not 
apply for the eighth grade class of 2020.) 

 
If a student earned a D for the third quarter report card and is not doing any work during remote learning, can 
the student get a NC for the semester? 
No.  Students who were earning a passing grade (A, B, C, D) at the third quarter marking period will be issued a 
“credit” for the semester grade.  Teachers will work with site administrators and counselors to contact the student 
and their family if the student is not completing work.   
 

High School Questions 
 
What grade can a teacher issue if a student's work declined during the fourth quarter? 
Students’ grades shall NOT decline from the third quarter to the semester based on work completed during the 
remote learning period.   
 
What grade can a teacher issue if a student’s work improved during the fourth quarter? 
A letter grade (A, B, or C) or "credit" may be issued at the teacher's discretion for students who demonstrate 
progress on mastery of standards.  The grade can improve from what was issued at the third quarter marking 
period. 

 
If a student earned a D at the third quarter, can a teacher still issue them a D for the semester grade? 
No, based on the grading guidelines and CDC recommendation of “do no harm,”  teachers should assign a “credit” 
for D grades or an A, B, or C, if the student improved during the fourth quarter. 
 
If a student earned an F at the third quarter, can a teacher still issue them an F for the semester grade? 
No.  Students who earned an F during the third quarter and did not demonstrate any evidence of improvement 
during the remote learning period may be issued a “no credit” for the semester report card.  Teachers should 
work closely with counselors and administrators to reach out to students who are not participating and 
communicate with the students and parents/guardians.  Students who improve may earn a “credit” or letter grade 
of A, B, or C at the teacher’s discretion. 
 
Under what circumstances would a teacher issue an Incomplete (I) ?  
I (Incomplete) may be assigned in consultation with an administrator or counselor in extenuating circumstances 
as specified in Administrative Regulation 5121.  
 
What happens to the Incomplete grade if the student does not make up the work? 
The incomplete grade will become a “no credit” if the student does not make up the work. 
 
What does a “Credit” mean and how does it impact the overall GPA of the student? 
Credit means a student earns 5 credits for the course, it will not be calculated in the student's cumulative GPA. 
 
What does a “No Credit” mean and how will that impact the overall GPA  
“No credit” means the student will earn 0 credits for the course and it will not be calculated in the students 
cumulative GPA. 
 
Does a “No Credit” impact a student moving on to the next course? 
For most High School classes, a grade of “No Credit” does not prohibit a student from moving on to the next course 
in the sequence the following year, but a student will have to repeat the course to earn credits for required classes.  
Students in an accelerated math class who earn a “No Credit” for the second semester will be taken off the 
accelerated pathway and will be placed in the appropriate math course based on teacher and counselor 



recommendation.  Similarly, students in honors or AP classes who earn “No Credit” will be placed into the regular 
version of the next course in the sequence. 
 
Can a teacher issue a “Credit” instead of an A, B, or C for students who don’t maintain their grade during the 
fourth quarter? 
No.  Students’ grades shall NOT decline from the third quarter to the semester based on work completed during 
the remote learning period.  Variables such as internet access, family responsibilities, and time available to 
complete work may be outside the control of the student.  Students are expected to participate in remote learning 
to the extent their circumstances allow.  Teachers are encouraged to approach student progress in terms of 
evidence of mastery of essential standards rather than a focus on assignment completion and deadlines. 
 
What if a senior is not participating in remote learning? 
Teachers should work closely with site administration and counselors to do a check in with the student to ensure 
they have the appropriate equipment and internet access to complete work. Seniors need to stay engaged in 
learning in order to build the foundation for their next step after high school.   

 
What if students earning As and Bs stop working?  Do they still keep their third quarter grades? 
Teachers may issue grades at the semester that are the same as the third quarter grades.  Teachers may also issue 
grades that are higher than the third quarter grades if evidence of student learning and progress is apparent from 
the work completed during the remote learning period.  Teachers, counselors, and administrators should 
communicate with students and their family regarding lack of participation.  Students who are not participating 
are missing out on valuable learning that may create gaps in future courses. 
 
At Daily HS 3rd Trimester just began and we have no prior grades, what is the  baseline? 
Daily HS administration and teachers will assign students credit or no credit based on work completed during the 
3rd trimester. 
 


