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The Catalina Island 
Experience By Jessamyn Wright

Each year, our 
school’s sixth graders 
spend three days and two 
nights along the beach 
at Catalina in a C.E.L.P. 

(pronounced like the word “kelp”) camp. There is 
a lot of history of the C.E.L.P. organization, and 
our school going there. C.E.L.P. stands for Catalina 
Environmental Leadership Program, and they are 
trying to teach young kids about nature so they can 
protect it. The program our sixth graders participate 
in each year teaches campers to “develop a positive 
self identity, social skills, and an appreciation for the 
natural environment.”

The program was created by Jean-Michel Cousteau, 
his father, Jacques Cousteau (both famous marine 
biologists), and scientist Dr. Richard Murphy (another 
famous marine biologist). The organization is named 
after the giant brown kelp forests. These underwater 
forests are made entirely of seaweed (kelp)! They are 
found in the cove where the camp is located. We 
learned that these kelp forests are a keystone species 
which means that they are the base of the nutrition of 
all of the other animals in the habitat.

At the C.E.L.P. camp we visited, our school was 
able to: learn about composting while participating in a 
gardening class, climb a rock wall, learn about animals 
and plants while experiencing a hike, venture around 
in a kayak, snorkel in the ocean with a lot of marine 
life, build teams through playing games, and eat 

deliciously cooked meals by the camp’s chefs. C.E.L.P. 
also wants to help kids expand their comfort zones so 
that they will be more open to trying new things when 
they return home.

The students had a wonderful experience overall at 
Catalina Island and they had a very special experience 
snorkeling! They got into full wetsuits (which felt like 
sausages) twice and got to snorkel in the ocean. There 
was a day snorkel and a night snorkel. During the 
day snorkel, students came across crabs, an octopus, 
Garibaldi (orange fish), and other small fish. However, 
during the night snorkel, the students were able to get 
an inside view of the nocturnal creatures living in the 
cove near the camp. Someone even saw a horn shark 
(harmless small sharks) and the awesome bioluminescent 
dinoflagellates, which are small pieces of algae that light 
up when you disturb the water that they are floating 
in (which creates the effect that you are swimming in 
space). While they were there, the sixth graders also 
learned about other wildlife living in the cove such as sea 
cucumbers, and the Chuck Norris Snail.

All of the sixth graders had a wonderful time with 
the C.E.L.P. program, performing incredibly amazing 
activities, and learning all about the wonderful 
wildlife that can be found on the island. The Catalina 
Environmental Leadership Program is an amazing 
opportunity to improve your leadership skills, become 
an environmental hero, and have a great time. I hope 
that your trip will be as inspiring and remarkable as 
mine was, and that you make sure to have loads of fun.
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You might think that this building was as easy  
as “one, two, three,” but realistically it wasn’t at all!  
Principal Atikian told me that some of the biggest 
challenges were the small playground, the bungalows, 
because they were in the way, and the teachers moving 
(sometimes twice)! But now, the students and teachers 
are finally settled in and we are getting used to the 
changes. In this article, I will tell you about the process 
of making the building and what will happen in the 
future because there are more changes to come.  
Get ready, because there is A LOT to talk about.

You might be asking yourself: “Why did the 
the school decide to make this new building in the 
first place?” The Glendale Unified School District 
decided that Franklin was getting too small with all 
four languages on one campus. Principal Atikian 
wasn’t part of the budgeting, but she knows that the 
planners were very intent on keeping the budget 
on track. It was a 10 MILLION DOLLAR project. 
The taxpayers paid for it through 
Measure S. Thank you Measure S!

Principal Atikian said she 
thinks the greatest features 
of the building are the natural 
lighting that comes in through 
the windows and the spacious 
classrooms. Our teachers had their own 
opinions about their favorite features. A lot 
of teachers agreed that they liked the new 
technology such as the interactive projectors 
(SMART boards, where you can write on 
the projector with your finger), and the 
microphones. They also like the bathrooms 
on each floor as well as the bathrooms that 
are inside the kindergarten rooms. The new 
21st century furniture is great for collaborative work 
because the desks have wheels, making them easy to 
move around. Also, the lower grade teachers like the 
direct access to the playground “Kinderland.”

Principal Atikian said that some more changes 

will happen soon. For example, 
the bungalows should be off of the 
playground by the end of year. The 
changes through the Urban Greening 
Grant (with an amphitheater) could take up to 
two years to be completed. Principal Atikian is really 
excited about the future of Franklin. She is especially 
excited about having a “whole learning environment.” 
She says there will be learning environments inside as 
well as outside the classrooms.

Now, you should get excited, because in the 
future, the school we will be replacing 40% of the 
asphalt with drought resistant plants through the 
Urban Greening Grant the Foundation secured. 
What is the Urban Greening Grant? Well, it helps with 
gardening and replacing human-made things with 
natural living things (in a drought tolerant way). Also, 
G.U.S.D. will be paying for a little patch of grass for us.

In the end, I think the benefits outweighed 
the cost. Yes, there was a smaller playground, and 
yes, we were left in the bungalows while there was 
construction, and yes, Principal Atikian wanted a 
bigger window in the conference room (she actually 
did!), but the new building and the new learning 
environment makes Franklin even better. And, with the 
new changes in store, our school will be AMAZING!

New Building’s 
Finished,  
What’s Next? 
By Gabriella DeSimone
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Have you ever heard of a game changer?  
A game changer is a person who takes an action that 
makes a difference and inspires other people to do 
things. For example, Queen Elizabeth, my favorite 
game changer, proved that girls could rule an entire 
country, England. People said she would never become 
queen because she was third in line for the throne, but 
Queen Elizabeth didn’t listen to what other people 
said. In my opinion, game changers are honest and 
loyal. I did some research and found out who some 
of the people are who inspire Franklin’s kids and 
teachers.

Diego Lopez in Ms. Bennett’s fifth grade class 
is inspired by Lionel Messi, the famous 
soccer player, from Argentina. Thiago likes 
Messi because he loves soccer. Messi plays in 
the teams FC Barcelona and the Argentina 
National Football Team. He was diagnosed 
with a growth hormone deficiency as a 
child, but he overcame his small size with 
speed, and now, he is thought to be one of 
the best players in soccer. Sophia Lent in 
Ms. Bobadilla’s fourth grade class is inspired 
by her best friend Maya Archer because she 
is brave, strong, fair, and courageous. Felicity 
Calvillo in Ms. Prado’s fifth grade class says 
she looks up to her mother because her mother works 
hard and makes sure she has an education.

I also went to some of the teachers and asked them 
who their favorite game changers are. Ms. Koh, the TK 
teacher at Franklin, is inspired by her students because 
they inspire her to work harder. Ms. Gomez, who 
teaches in the fifth and sixth grade Spanish program, 
said she admires Martin Luther King and Joan of Arc 
because they fought for what they believed in. Joan of 
Arc was a female warrior who wanted her king back 

on the throne. Martin Luther King was a civil rights 
leader who wanted everyone to be treated equal no 
matter what. He was the creator of the speech “I Have a 
Dream” where he talked about how people should have 
rights. Sixth grade teacher Ms. Garcia is inspired by 
Jacques Cousteau. He was a marine biologist and he was 
famous for his underwater explorations. She recently got 
to meet one of his partners on the Catalina field trip.

These are Franklin’s favorite game changers. If you 
did not know what a game changer was, now you do, 
and maybe some day a newspaper reporter (like me) will 
ask you who your favorite game changer is!

Game Changers: 
Who Inspires You? 
By Mya Rose Pecchia
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The Kindergarten Experience   

By Stella Cockrum

Kindergarten is your first year here at 
Franklin and that means it should be very 
special to you. It was for me, and one 
thing that made a big impact on me was 
my teachers. My kindergarten teacher 
was the one who introduced me to the 
language I would be learning for the next 
six years. There are four kindergarten 
teachers in our language immersion 
program: Ms. Garguilo (Italian), Ms. Sun 
(French), Ms. Carbajal (Spanish) and 
Ms. Tupanjanin, a.k.a. Frau T., (German).

Our kindergarten teachers are caring and dedicated to 
what they do and they are a big part of what makes the 
dual immersion program a success. So, next time you see 
your kindergarten teacher remember to greet them in 
your target language. 

Ms. Garguilo loves teaching 
Italian kindergarten, because 
of the age group which is so 
vibrant, and she loves to see her 
students’ personalities blossom. 
She also loves seeing her 
former kindergarten students 
advancing into first grade when 
she really starts to see them 
speaking and writing in Italian.

Ms. Sun says her favorite part 
about teaching kindergarten 
is the happiness her students 
express and the hugs they 
give. She adores seeing 
her former students having 
conversations with her in 
French and seeing them 
become role models for the 
new kindergarteners when 
they leave her.

Ms. Carbajal enjoys teaching 
kindergarten because of 
how her students learn to 
implement the language during 
the year. She says she admires 
how her students are open 
to learning new concepts, 
especially those non-native 
Spanish speakers who learn to 
speak fluently in Spanish.

Ms. Tupanjanin loves the joy 
and excitement her students 
express in her class. One of the 
things she  enjoys about teaching 
kindergarten is seeing how the 
students mature as they learn 
the German language and how 
they become more independent 
throughout the year. She also 
enjoys watching her students as 
they learn to understand, speak, 
read and write in German.

hola ciao
bonjour

hallo

People



 One night at a B.F.E.F. Board Meeting, Alexi 
Drosu, whose daughter, Greer, was in kindergarten, 
pitched the idea of Newspaper Club. The Board 
adored the idea because there weren’t very many 
writing opportunities and a school newspaper 
would allow students to work on their skills. It could 
also keep people informed about school events. 
The program would be offered for free through the 
funding of B.F.E.F. 
 Ms. Alexi was an experienced journalist with a 
knowledge of and a passion for writing. Most schools 
had newspapers written by the parents but Ms. Alexi 
wanted something different: “I wanted to create a 
school paper that was run by the students. A place 
where kids could decide what was newsworthy.” The 
first group of 12 students came from very different 
economic backgrounds and felt special to be a part 
of the Newspaper Club. “I still hold that first group 
very close to my heart,” said Ms. Alexi.
 When Principal Atikian came to Franklin, she 
asked that there be two school newspapers a year. 
She and Ms. Zavala, and later Mr. Partika, became an 
important part of the application process. After the 
first session, Ms. Alexi asked Heather Ragsdale, also a 
talented writer, to come on board. “It was much more 
fun to work as a team!” said Ms. Alexi. When graphic 
designer Caroline Halili joined the team, she added a 
fun visual style.
 In Newspaper Club, the students pitched ideas, 
and then developed them into articles, just like this 
one. Students received notes on how to improve their 
articles, made corrections, and then handed them 
back in. They also played games that let the students 
expand their knowledge of story telling, like the 
photo scavenger hunt. Finally, they decided to add a 
literary journal to feature their best work. Check out 
this year’s publication!

 Ms. Alexi has now moved away for new 
opportunities and Ms. Heather is the advisor, along 
with parent Suzanne Rico. But, she can’t teach it 
forever. Ms. Heather will be leaving next year when 
her son goes to middle school and without another 
instructor, Newspaper Club might not continue! 
Newspaper Club has helped me become a strong 
writer and inspired me to write more, which is why I 
hope a parent or teacher who loves writing will step 
forward to help Ms. Suzanne. We’ve come so far from 
where Newspaper Club began that it would be hard 
to let it go.

If you have a background in writing and are interested 
in keeping the tradition of Newspaper Club alive, email 
srico@mac.com.

History of  
News Club
By Ananda Moses
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I bet you all know our famous school Math Club. 
After interviewing one of our extraordinary teachers 
here at Franklin and being in Math Club myself, I’ve 
got a lot to tell you about this special club. First, if you 
didn’t make it into Math Club this year, don’t be upset. 
Ms. Mazza, the sixth grade Math Club teacher, says 
that you have to “unlock a key” in order to get to the 
next level in math! Ms. Mazza, along with Ms. Lee,  
Ms. Bennett, and Ms. Prado, want you to know that  
if you think Math Club is boring, you’re wrong! 

Math Club is held from the beginning of January 
until the end of February. In fourth grade, you learn 
how to add, subtract and multiply fractions, convert 
improper fractions into mixed numbers, convert units 
of measurements, and measure shapes like triangles and 
parallelograms. In fifth grade, you learn Factor Trees 
and the Ladder Method. These things are fun and 
interesting and you learn how to work as a team! Math 
Club helps prepare kids for the test that determines 
whether or not you make it into Math Field Day. 

 Lower graders who don’t have a sibling in the 
upper grades are probably wondering, “What is Math 
Field Day?” It’s an event when 12 students (4 fourth 
graders, 4 fifth graders, and 4 sixth graders) from each 
school in the district do a math competition. Every 
year, upper grade students who learn math problems, 
equations, and measurements ahead of their class are 
asked to participate. 

When you learn a few secrets on how to unlock 
your key to math, you’ll unlock the key to Math Club.  
And that unlocks the key to Math Field Day! It’s a 
staircase of keys! Sorry, too many keys?

Do you know that coding is all around you? Coding 
is in the cars your parents drive you to school in. 
Coding tells doctors what is wrong inside of patients’ 
bodies. Other examples of coding in our daily lives 
are a microwave, our phones, the TV, and computers. 
Astronauts can even explore the universe using the 
technology of coding so that we can investigate if we 
can live on Mars (or not). In order for all those things to 
happen, someone created a program based on coding.

Coding is a type of language that the computer 
speaks. If you tell the computer “2 + 2”, it will respond 
with “4” because the computer is like a little kid that 
is receiving instructions. They are just way older and 
way smarter. In the future, most people believe that 
there will even be more things that require coding. For 
example, we are probably also going to have robots that 
could be used to help people do daily life chores like 
clean the dishes. With so many things that need coding, 
kids are the ones that people are going to depend on for 
coding to be successful.

Today at Franklin, there is a Robotics Class led by 
Devin Parks and Ms. Sun where you can learn how 
to code. This year one of our teams won 3rd place at 
the district competition for robot design and 1st place 
overall. In the class, the kids try to complete a mission in 
a type of maze that they can complete, but to accomplish 
the mission they need to make a certain type of code 
that tells the robots what to do. This helps the kids be 
able to think and get smarter with every mission. The 
class meets Wednesday after school and only fourth 
through sixth graders are in the class.

Now that you know that without coding lots of 
things in our daily lives can’t be accomplished… Is 
there something you do that involves coding? And 
what are you going to do to learn more about it?
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Global Climate 
Change By Gianna DeSimone

I had a lot of 
unanswered questions 
about global warming. 

That is why I reached out to Ms. Katherine Davis Reich, 
the Associate Director at UCLA’S Center for Climate 
Change Solutions. The center’s goal is to organize and 
communicate research projects that help us better under-
stand what the future will be like under climate change. 
Here is what I learned:

Can you explain what the greenhouse effect is?
We depend on heat from the sun. Solar radiation 
travels from the sun to the Earth. When it enters our 
atmosphere, it has a short wavelength, and it pierces 
right through our atmosphere and hits the Earth’s 
surface. Some of the radiation is absorbed, heating the 
surface. But most of it bounces off the Earth’s surface 
and heads back out toward space. On the return trip, the 
wave-length of solar radiation is longer, and lucky for 
us, our atmosphere contains gases like carbon dioxide 
that are good at absorbing this solar radiation. They 
trap the radiation, and the air gets warmer. Without [the 
greenhouse effect], Earth would be much too cold for us 
to survive. 

So, what is global warming?
Global warming is what happens when we put more heat-
trapping gases like carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. 
As you add more and more carbon dioxide, the 
atmosphere gets warmer and warmer (for us on Earth). 
Scientists can measure the amount of carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere, and they know it has been going up since 
we started digging carbon-rich energy sources like coal 
and oil out of the ground and started burning them.

Can you explain how the carbon cycle works?  
What are “sources” and “sinks”?                                                                                  
The carbon cycle is how carbon dioxide moves in and 
out of the atmosphere over time. How much carbon 
dioxide is going in versus how much is going out. 
An important “source” of carbon dioxide that goes 
into the atmosphere is when we burn fossil fuels for 
energy. Humans and other animals also release carbon 
dioxide every time we breathe out. A “sink” refers to 
something that takes carbon dioxide out of the air, and 
the best example of a sink is plant life. Plants absorb 
carbon dioxide in the process of photosynthesis.
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Kids 
  CareWhy is carbon dioxide building in the atmosphere?

Before we started burning fossil fuels, the carbon 
cycle was more or less in balance. But when we started 
burning lots of fossil fuels, we started adding carbon 
dioxide more rapidly than it could be taken out by plants 
and other sinks. At the same time, we took away some 
of the sinks by cutting down a lot of forests across the 
globe for agriculture and urbanization. So we’ve thrown 
things out of balance.

How will global warming impact the Earth?
Global warming will affect different places across the 
globe differently. It will get warmer everywhere, but 
bigger temperature increases will be seen in areas like 
the Arctic, that are now very cold. Warming will change 
the hydrologic cycle across the globe, so that areas that 
currently get a lot of precipitation will get even wetter, and 
areas that currently get little precipitation will get even 
drier. Sea levels will rise, mainly because warmer water 
takes up more space but also because lots of water that’s 
captured in ice now will melt and run into the oceans.

Some scientists say it is too late to save the Earth. 
All we can do is prolong the inevitable. What are 
your feelings about this?
I don’t like it when people talk about “saving the Earth” 
because the Earth itself is not in danger. What we 
are trying to save is life on Earth. The problem is not 
necessarily that climate is changing, climate on this planet 
has changed before, and if change happens slowly enough, 
life can adapt through evolution. The problem is [that] it’s 
happening much faster than plants and animals can adapt. 
This will probably mean we lose many species of the plants 
and animals that make up the ecosystems we depend on 
for clean air, clean water, and many other resources.

As people and as kids, what can “we” do to help 
save the world?  
There are some impacts of climate change we can’t 
avoid. But we have a choice about future emissions. If 
we act now, and act seriously, to phase out fossil fuels, 
we can prevent these worst impacts. Remind all the 
adults in your life that they are making decisions now 
that will affect your life, and your kids’ lives. Ask them, 
Why don’t you want to leave the best world possible for 
me? Because deep down, they really do want to leave the 
best possible world for you.

Picture from and to learn more about this subject check out:  
https://eo.ucar.edu/kids/green/cycles6.htm

Summer break should be longer because you get 
to do more activities, you can spend more time 
with your family and you have time to rest your 
brain. I talked to a G.U.S.D. Board Member Jennifer 
Freemon to see what she thought. Ms. Freemon is 
also the mother of Logan, Kyra, and Tyler who are in 
the Spanish program at Franklin.
 The Glendale Unified School District schedules 
our school year by working with the teachers, 
administrators, and other district people. They 
look at the weather, national and local holidays, 
community needs, and what is important for kids for 
learning. Ms. Freemon said that one of the reasons 
why school starts so early is so that the semester can 
end at winter break and the students won’t have to 
work on big projects over the break.
 When I asked Ms. Freemon if there was a way 
they could schedule a longer summer by shortening 
holiday breaks, she said she thinks a shorter summer 
and more breaks throughout the year would be 
better, because there wouldn’t be such a long 
stretch where students forget the stuff they learned. 
It also helps families by having more time together 
on holidays.
 Ms. Freemon understands how some kids feel 
about wanting to go out to play and relax over the 
summer. If you are a kid who reads a lot over the 
summer, a longer summer break might be okay for 
you. But Ms. Freemon thinks that if you like to stay 
inside and play video games all day, she prefers if 
you had a shorter summer break!
 While I personally think we should have a longer 
summer break, after interviewing Ms. Freemon, I 
don’t think it will happen. However, I still wouldn’t 
mind having longer holiday breaks.

Should  
Summer  
Be Longer?   
By Bianca Howitt
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How Does  
a President  
Get Elected? 
 By Timothy DeSimone

Let’s talk 
politics! 
By Lulu Stewart

So, you want to be president? 
It seems pretty simple at first, but 
here is what you have to do. The first 
requirement is you have to be at least 35 
years old. The second condition is that 
you have to be a U.S. citizen, you have 
to be a resident in the U.S. for 14 years 
and you have to be born in the U.S. Most 
elections have two political groups called 
parties. Republicans tend to have similar 
ideas with each other like: lower taxes 
and smaller government and Democrats 
tend to have the same ideas like: social 
programs and medical coverage for 
everyone. Before an election, the parties 
have to choose someone that they want 
to represent them. Now I will tell you in 
a simple and fun way four more things 
you have to do before becoming the 
president.

What are politics? 
You may have heard this 
word through your parents 
because we are in an election season and they get to 
vote for who gets to become the next president. You 
can also find that word in the newspaper, television, and 
online. According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary 
politics are defined as  “activities that relate to influencing 
the actions and policies of a government.”  Politics 
are also about who is going to be in power and make 
decisions about our country. This might sound grown-up, 

but there are many reasons why kids should care. Some 
reasons are that one day children are going to be voters, 
they should know how their country is being run, and 
they should know how voting affects their life.

Kids should know how voting affects their life. There 
is one word, other than politics, that is very important 
to understand. Our government is run by a democracy. 
The word democracy is by definition the government by 
people. If you do not want to run for president, but want 
your voice and your ideas to be heard, you can do that by 
voting. We can also help the president by voting which is 
a right that you have when you become 18 years old.

Everyone should know, including kids, how our 
country is being run. Our president can make decisions 
that are not necessarily always good or they can make 
decisions that can help the country in hard times. One 
example of a decision that could affect kids in the future 
are policies on global warming. Another decision that has 

Step Two: Conquer the Convention 
The National Convention is where the delegates come 
together after the primaries and choose their candidate 
for the presidential election. One presidential nominee is 
chosen for each party. These two names are the names that 
go on the ballot for the people to cast the final vote.

Step One: Rock the Primary
The first step in a presidential 
election is the primary (or caucus). 
Each party plays by different 
rules, but this is how a party 
member or delegate selects the 
person who is going to represent 
their party. Delegates are 
people who choose the party’s 
nominee. Then, people vote for a 
nominee, and the person who gets the most votes, gets the 
delegates that will represent them at a convention. I hope 
that was not too confusing for you guys.

Elephant Illustrations:  
How to become a Republican delegate by Greg Krieg, Will Mullery, Tal Yellin
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Fun Fact: The two main political groups 
have different signs. The sign of the 
Democrats and the sign of the Republicans.

Sign of 
Republican

Sign of 
Democrat

already affected kids at Franklin is our new building. It was 
built because voters voted for Measure S and we got the 
money we needed to build it. 

The citizens of America put their hope into the hands 
of the government. Every vote counts and the person who 
wins the election will represent your country. It is important 
to listen to the speeches of the candidates, because they 
will be saying things that they would like to do for our 
country. What is confusing is that lots of candidates do not 
mean what they say and it is hard to tell what is real and 
what is not. For example, Donald Trump says he would 
like to make a wall along the border of our country and 
have Mexico to pay for it. There is a lot of talk of moving 
to Canada. How will kids know what is true and what 
isn’t? We will never understand how we feel unless we start 
talking about these things with each other and adults. 

I believe kids DO care. To be prepared for the future, 
take a stand for your country by learning how your 

government works. You can start right 
now. It’s time to think, if you were 18 
who would you vote for?

Want to learn more about this topic?
Nick Bruel’s book Bad Kitty For President.  
In it, a very “bad” Kitty helps us  
understand the election process with  
a lot of laughs along the way.

Want to find out who has the lead in this 
year’s election? Or get your facts straight? 
Check out: FactCheck.org, www.timeforkids.com, 
and Scholastic Kids Press Corps. With your parent’s 
permission of course!

Step Four: Move into the White House
Once a president has won the election, he needs 
to take an oath of office. The oath of office is 
like a very serious promise. It’s when the new 
president promises that he will help and protect 
America and stuff. After the president has taken 
the oath, he can move into the White House.

Step Three: New Type of College
Now, the last stage is even more confusing. It involves the 
Electoral College. Have you ever seen on the news for example: 
“Donald Trump won Mississippi” or “Hillary Clinton won New 
York?” In order to win the election, you have to win the most 
states in both parties. The parties will face off against each other 
and the Electoral College will count up their points. Whoever has 
the most votes wins the election! That is how a president gets 
elected probably in the least confusing way possible.
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Do you have social media accounts like Instagram, 
Youtube, or Snapchat? If you are like most kids at 
Franklin and have parents like mine, the answer is 
probably no. And that might be because unsupervised 
social media can be dangerous, not just for kids, but for 
adults too. According to CBS News, 70 million adults got 
hacked in 2014! But hacking is not the only threat on the 
internet; there is also cyberbullying and stranger danger 
— but we will get into that later!

Hacking could be called robbery via the internet. It’s 
when people break into computer accounts not belonging 
to them. For example, hackers put up a link for a movie 
or advertisement and when someone clicks on it, BOOM! 
just like that, a virus infects their computer and steals 
all their personal information! Hackers can then use 
your identity to do something bad to you or to purchase 
something under your name. “If strangers hack into your 
social media account then you have lost control of the 
things you want to talk about privately with only your 
family and friends,” says my father.

Another problem that can occur when kids get social 
media accounts is cyberbullying. Cyberbullying is when 
a person does something hurtful to you or your friend 
via the internet. For example, once I was playing a video 
game called Clash of Clans and somebody kicked me 
out of their clan! That made feel unwanted and hurt. I 

also experienced people 
using bad language and 
that made me feel that 
the people who said those 
things had no sense of what 

was right and what was wrong.
These things are scary, but the biggest problem 

I find with social media is “stranger danger.” This is 
when people you don’t know begin asking you random 
questions and you don’t know their purpose. Could it be 
somebody who just escaped from jail? Or someone who 
is under the influence of drugs or alcohol? The point is, 
you don’t know! “Strangers can hurt you on the internet 
by promising you things that are not true or luring you 
into dangerous situations by dangling things out there 
that might be attractive to kids,” says my father.

 The internet may not be the best place to roam 
without adult supervision. However, if my parents have it 
their way, I probably will not have a social media account 
until I am over 50! “Kids should interact face to face,” 
my dad insists, “not over the computer.” Still, I have 
come to the conclusion that supervised social media 
accounts may be okay for kids my age. If I get my way 
(which I probably won’t), I will have one before I am 18 
years old, but I will never cyberbully, talk to strangers, or 
hack computers. Instead, I will let my parents supervise 
my accounts, so I do not get into trouble and stay safe!

The Dangers  
of Social Media
By Griffin Dubrow

Back to 
the Future  

By Enzo Goebel

No internet required! 
Griffin takes on the ‘real 
world’ with his family at 
the Great Wall of China.

Generations have dreamed of some day stepping 
into a time machine and traveling either backward or 
forward in time. There are many reasons people might 
want to do this, like to fix a mistake or change the 
future. It is not possible to do it the way we imagine. 
You are not going to step into a car and go half the 
speed of light like in the movie Back To The Future. 
Not today at least. However, science has proven that 
time travel is possible. Let me tell you how.

What is time? Time is a continuous measurement 
in which events occur separated into the past, 
present, and future. Time is a way to measure our 
everyday lives. We set alarm clocks and we keep 
track of the days that go by. We know when to go 
to school, we know how long recess is and complain 
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Fight for the Light:  
You Know Edison,  
but who is Tesla?  

By Romeo Portillo

Everyone knows that Thomas Edison won the 
fight for light, RIGHT? WRONG! First off, we need to 
know the difference between DC (Direct Current) and 
AC (Alternate Current).

DC or Direct Current is an electric current flowing 
in one direction only. AC or Alternate Current is an 
electric current that reverses its direction many times 
a second at regular intervals, typically used in power 
supplies. Now that we know the definitions we can 
get on with the story.

A war of wills between two brilliant minds: 
Eccentric genius Nikola Tesla enters a rivalry with 
Thomas Edison that will forever change the world. 
Edison is one of the world’s most abundant and 
well-known inventors, developing the phonograph, 

the motion picture camera, and the commercially 
viable electric lightbulb. With backing from some of 
the world’s richest financiers, he sets out to one-up 
his invention by building an electric empire, using 
the power of DC. But when his former assistant, 
Nikola Tesla, recommends the use of a different kind 
of electric current (AC), Edison rages and refuses to 
have AC in his company. The two inventors go to war 
to determine who will power the world’s future.

Despite all the hard work Edison put into DC, 
Tesla WON the battle when a businessman asked 
him to plan on how to use hydropower from Niagara 
Falls to produce electricity. Tesla suggested using AC 
and the businessman agreed.

Therefore, Nikola Tesla WON the fight for light.  

when we know summer break is over. We take portions 
of time and decide how to use it, but we do not treat it 
as something we have power over. But what if we did?

According to Albert Einstein, time is something 
that we can make slower or faster. There are two ways 
to do this, you can go near a higher gravitational pull, 
like say near a black hole or go close to the speed 
of light which is 670,616,629 miles per hour. The less 
gravity or speed, the faster the time is, but with more 
gravity or speed the slower time becomes. 

Science proves it is possible to alternate time. 
But there is a catch. Going back to the past is not 
an option. Space is a continuous expanding place 
between areas of slower and faster time. Seven hours 
near a large black hole in space could be years here 

on Earth. If you, for example, flew off into space and 
came back passing by a black hole, on Earth your 
friends would be older. They might have a new life 
and have new friends.  By the time you came back 
home, you might even be a stranger to them.

Nothing escapes time. It is an indefinite process 
that is irreversible. Time is continuous and meddling 
with it is so far impossible. You can bend it or live in a 
different timeline allowing you to go to the future but 
you can’t stop it. That can be both good and bad. In 
other words, time is a one way trip. See you there!

Want to dig deeper into time? Check out 
Brian Greene’s The Elegant Universe. It is a very 
complex, but good TV series. You can also check out 
explainingstufftoyourkids.com.

Science
   & Tech

NIKOLA TESLA THOMAS EDISON
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Travel

Imagine you were a foreigner and you had never been 
to California. You were on the plane waiting to visit the 
most important part of  California, Hollywood. You had 
died for this moment to see how beautiful it was. You said 
to yourself, “If  Hollywood is so perfect then the other 
places in Los Angeles will obviously be the same,” but the 
first time you stepped into Glendale it was nothing like 
what you expected. You saw the community, the parks, the 
schools, the baseball fields and the malls. You didn’t see 
the point of  being there if  it was all like this. But then you 
realized every city has its own beauty. You decided to go 
on a quest to find that beauty. 

You had seen in the magazines and on TV how 
Hollywood had all the movie stars. You hope to see the 
Hollywood sign, the movie stars, and the Walk of  Fame. 
What you really saw was the dirty streets and all the 
noise. Wow that place was crowded! There were tourists 
everywhere taking pictures of  everything. You’re not going 
to see celebrities just randomly walking on the streets. 
Hollywood is not what represents L.A. There are even 
more places to explore.  Some that you’ve never even 
heard of. So, don’t get the picture that Hollywood is so 
pretty and the perfect place to be.

You tell yourself  that it is so easy to get around the 
city, because on the map it looks like all the places are 
so close together. What you find out is that this is not a 
walkable city. You don’t have a car here and maybe that 
scares you. How will you find the beauty of  L.A. without a 
car? But in fact there is nothing to worry about. There are 
many other ways to get around Los Angeles. You can go 
on the metro or ride your bike like I do. For the metro you 
have to pay a little but it’s not as expensive as a car. They 
are even almost finished with a metro line going from 
downtown all the way to the beach!

Once you get past the idea that every place in Los 
Angeles is going to feel exactly the same, you realize that 
every place you visited had its own style and sense. Every 
place had its own beauty whether it was Glendale, Burbank,  
Eagle Rock  or Los Feliz and you loved it. That’s because 
Los Angeles is made up of  neighborhoods. You saw the true 
beauty of  L.A. Nothing is what you imagine it to be, but it’s 
even better because L.A. has a little bit of  everything...

The Beauty  
of Los Angeles
By Camilla Urgena 

Fun Things  
To Do In Your 
Backyard!
By Sonja Krause  

Do you get bored being at home sometimes?  
Is watching television the most exciting thing 
you have planned this summer? Do you realize 
how lucky you are? You live in a city full of things 
to do! I made a map of some of the places in 
L.A. that kids at Franklin live in. Here are ten 
suggestions that I have for you to have an 
awesome summer right in your own backyard!

 Go to the L.A. Zoo and see gorillas, hippos, 
and cute koalas. Don’t miss the Bird Show. 

 Visit the Autry Museum and learn about 
cowboys and the Wild West. In summer,  
mine for gold and even take some home!

 Play at Shane’s Inspiration, a huge 
playground in Griffith Park with periscopes. 

 My favorite thing to see in Silver Lake is the 
Chandelier Tree. It is located at 2811 W. Silver 
Lake Drive and is magical to see at night time.

 Catch a baseball game or take a 90 minute 
guided tour of Dodger Stadium.

 In Downtown L.A., see art at the new Broad 
Museum for free! There is also the Museum of 
Contemporary Art (MOCA) and The Japanese 
American National Museum in Little Tokyo. 

 Eat dim sum one morning in Chinatown. 
Order food from carts that are wheeled to 
your table. I love the little pork dumplings 
called shumai!

 Ride your bike along the LA River. You can 
begin at the Victory Boulevard entrance near 
our school. Take a breather further south at  
the “Spoke Bicycle Cafe” near Atwater Village.  
You can actually ride your bike inside for a  
snack and a refreshing drink. 

 Visit the new Museum of Neon Art in 
Downtown Glendale.

 Hike to the top of Mt. Tonga on a cool day. 
It’s a “short” hike,  just one hour to the top. 
Start at the Brand Library and head up to 
the radio towers. It is totally worth the effort 
because the view is amazing! 
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Food For  
Thought   

By Sophia Ablaza

In America, there are a lot of foods that you can 
not get in other countries. For example, cereals like 
Cinnamon Toast Crunch, Fruit Loops, and Frosted 
Flakes. Popcorn is not readily available in many countries 
nor is root beer. Some foods exist in other countries, but 
are just not the same as in America. My aunt, who lives 
in Oslo, Norway says the peanut butter tastes “like sweet, 
bland paste.”  Because food can remind you of home, I 
interviewed some of Franklin’s Amity Interns and asked 
them what they missed from their country and what if 
anything they will miss from California. 

Our Spanish Amity Interns, Maria, Christian, 
Pablo and Maria, said they missed the way people 
take time to cook and eat their food in Spain. Carlos, 
who is from Colombia, said he misses empanadas, 
soups and bandeja paisa which is red beans cooked 
with pork, white rice, carne molida (ground meat), 

fried egg, plantain (plátano maduro), chorizo, 
and morcilla (a type of sausage made from 
blood). Rossella from Italy misses pisarei e 
faso which is a fresh homemade pasta that her 
grandmother makes with beans and tomato 
sauce. Lea, who is also from Italy, said she 
misses cappelletti in brodo which is a broth 
with small pasta ravioli inside. Eleanora from 

Italy says she misses risotto allo scoglio which is 
rice cooked with calamari sauce and scampi.

After spending several months eating American 
food, I wondered what the Amity Interns liked the 
most here. One of the Marias said she would miss 
marshmallows and how you can make S’mores with 
them. The other Maria said she would miss ribs and 
hamburgers. Carlos said he would miss eggnog (the 
Christmas drink). Rossella said she really likes the 
peanut butter here. Lea will miss Armenian food, 
because she is Armenian and it’s hard to find it in 
Italy. Eleanora said she would miss how there is a large 
variety of food here from multiple cultures.

After living somewhere for a long time, it seems 
you grow a taste for certain foods. When you travel 
you need to keep an open mind and use food for 
thought - who knows what you might learn to love?

Ethnic Food 
Places Near 
Franklin By Ellysée Baker 

The special thing about the Los Angeles area is that here 
there are plenty of ethnic food restaurants to choose from. 
For some great Mexican food, try Mi Corazón, for Italian, 
try Miceli’s, for German food, try The Red Lion Tavern, or 
for some delicious French pastries, how about the Village 
French Bakery? Instead of going out for fast food, give 
one of these restaurants a try. Maybe you can even have a 
food trip ‘round the world in a day?

The Perfect Burrito at Mi Corazón
1402 West Kenneth Road, Glendale

I had a carne asada burrito filled with  
grilled marinated grass-fed skirt steak, 

organic rice and beans, jack cheese 
and a side of Pancho Villa salsa. Before 

my burrito came, I munched on some 
crispy, crunchy chips with spicy salsa. 
When my dish arrived, I felt like I was 

in a cartoon that said “the perfect 
burrito!” It was huge and covered with 
toppings: guacamole, sour cream and 

salsa. Delicioso!

Galette de Rois  
at the Village French Bakery

1414 West Kenneth Road, Glendale

The Village French Bakery has all the same 
pastries that you would find in a traditional 

French Patisserie: Fruit Tarts, Napoleons, 
Triple Chocolate Mousse Cake, Opera, and 

a Parisian cake. To celebrate the Feast of the 
Three Kings, my mom always buys a Galette 
de Rois from here. My brother and I love to 
find the special toy hidden inside the cake. 

They also sell a variety of breads like different 
croissants and baguettes. My favorite treat is 

a sugar cookie shaped like the Eiffel Tower.  
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Food

A Fluffernutter is a peanut 
butter and Marshmallow Fluff 

sandwich. A Fluffernutter has a long, 
long history and it is very American, 

so let’s learn about it. The “Fluffer” in Fluffernutter 
stands for Marshmallow Fluff, the preferred local 
brand of thick and gooey marshmallow creme. The 
“nutter” stands for peanut butter. By the 1960’s, the 
word “Fluffernutter,” in all of its gooey glory, was 
synonymous with the sandwich we love today. Or will 
love soon.

Marshmallow creme was invented by Archibald Query 
in the 1900’s, because of the shortage of sugar during 
the World War I. Mr. Query gave the recipe to Durkee 
and Mower and they distributed the creme through their 
company. The Curtis’s who first published a recipe for a 
peanut butter and marshmallow creme sandwich, called 
the Liberty Sandwich probably because of the war, got a 
new name by Durkee and Mower, the Fluffernutter.

Fast forward to 2006, Senator Jarrett Barrios 
noticed that his kid had been eating Fluffernutters 

daily. Fluffernutters were part 
of what was making his children 
overweight. He tried to limit the 
serving of Fluffernutters at public schools 
to once a week, but it did not work. One year later, the 
Massachusetts representative, Kathi-Anne Reinstein 
attempted to “fight to the death for Fluff” supporting 
a bill that would make the official state sandwich the 
Fluffernutter. That didn’t work out either. 

Today, the Fluffernutter can still be found in many 
variations, such as raspberry or strawberry fluff instead 
of plain marshmallow, or nutella hazelnut spread 
instead of peanut butter. Some people even have added 
bacon and/or bananas (often confused with the Elvis 
Presley Sandwich).

While the Fluffernutter did not become the 
Massachusetts state sandwich, it did declare October 8 
to be “National Fluffernutter Day.” So, put it on your 
calendar! I think a Fluffernutter is a deliciously gooey 
sweet treat and you should try out this funky and 
unique sandwich with a whole lot of history.

What is a Fluffernutter?  
Place? Sport? Person? FOOD! By Emi Moses

Potato Pancakes at The Red Lion Tavern
2366 Glendale Boulevard, Los Angeles

For an authentic German feast, try the Red Lion. My family 
and I ate at the Red Lion on the 500th anniversary of the 

Reinheitsgebot which is a German Beer Purity Law that 
says beer can only be made with four ingredients: water, 
malt, yeast and hops. I recommend the potato pancakes 

that are served with apple sauce, cranberry sauce, and 
sour cream. It was almost like a cake. I also recommend 
the German style Wieners that are served with pickles, 

sauerkraut, German potato salad and German mustard. I 
don’t like sauerkraut, but the pickles were just right!

Fight for a Bite of Spumoni at Micheli’s
1646 N Las Palmas Ave, Los Angeles

If you are in the mood for Italian food, go to Micheli’s. It is L.A.’s oldest 
Italian restaurant, and it has been around ever since 1949. While you dine 

on Italian cuisine, your server will serenade you. My meal started with fried 
calamari, mozzarella marinara, fried zucchini and chicken marinara. The 

whole restaurant was decorated like you were in a small town in Italy. My 
main course was a sweet and thick shrimp fettuccini. I ended with spumoni 

ice cream. My family was fighting with spoons for a taste. 
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Cheer,  
Are We Clear? 
By Victoria Krol

Have you ever said “cheerleading isn’t a 
sport?” You might think, “It’s only girls doing a 
choreographed dance,” but cheer isn’t only that. I 
am a cheerleader and my team does kicks, jumps, flips 
and stunts. We cheerleaders compete against national 
skill level teams. When we compete our strategy is to 
have the neatest, cleanest, highest and most appealing 
kicks, jumps and flips. For stunting, we do the most 
complicated stunt sequence that our coach thinks 
we can do, try not to drop anyone and do it all with 
a smile on our face (not to mention not letting our 
nerves show). 

The definition of a sport is “an activity involving 
physical exertion and skill in which an individual 
or team competes against another or others for 
entertainment” (www.thefreedictionary.com/sport). 
Last I checked, cheerleading meets that requirement. 
In cheer, you are doing an activity involving effort and 
expertise. For example, we are doing stunts like 180’s, 
360’s, Show “n” Go’s, Lib’s, Arabesques, Scorpions, 
Cradles, Basket Tosses, Barrel Rolls, Swedish Falls, 

Teddy Bears, Full Extensions, 
and Leap Frogs. We are 
jumping over other girls’ 
heads and landing in another 
stunt. As you can see, cheer 
meets the standards of a sport. 

Another issue that I have 
come across is that males say 

that cheer is a “girly sport,” but 
ironically, cheerleading originated with boys 

in 1898. It wasn’t until 1923 that females could 
even do cheerleading. The first cheer was organized 
by a medical student named Johnny Campbell. He 
picked up a megaphone and rallied the team to victory 
with this cheer: “Rah, Rah, Rah! Ski-U-Mah! Hoo-
Rah! Hoo-Rah! Varsity! Varsity! Minn-e-so-tah!” Now 
that you know how it started, can you honestly say “it’s 
girly?” This stereotype shows that while cheerleading 
could have started as a “victory” cheer instead of 
a sport, it has changed since then. Today, we are 
competing, sassing the other girls (on the stage), 
learning how to keep our bodies limber, learning 
how not to tear muscles or break our bones and also 
learning how to be good at sports.  

Why is gymnastics considered a sport (an Olympic 
sport) and cheer isn’t? Cheerleaders work hard too, 
maybe even harder because if anyone is missing that 
part of the dance, it can’t be done. Cheerleading 
is a team sport and if you don’t like someone on 

Lacrosse 101
By Donovan Sofio 

Lacrosse is a fast paced sport with a lot of scoring where you get 
to hit people, but it is safer than football. Sometimes when the ball 
falls on the ground, everyone goes for it and there is a lot of action. 
I have played lacrosse since I was 6 years old and have had the same 
teammates for years at a time. With all the above going for it, lacrosse 
seems like a natural sport for the Olympics. So the question remains why 
is lacrosse not an Olympic sport? The International Olympic Committee 
or I.O.C. decides what sports get to compete in the Olympic Games. 
Some criteria that the Olympics have for a sport to become an event 
are: Olympic proposal, popularity, and business model.    

First, let’s talk about Olympic proposal. That is when people vote 
whether a sport should be in the Olympics. Lacrosse has already been 
an Olympic event twice in 1904 and 1908. That is a good thing because 
it means it had Olympic proposal at one point.
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Sports

How can you help make lacrosse more popular? Give it a try!
Tribe Lacrosse offers a recreational and club lacrosse program for boys 
and girls in the eastern Los Angeles, San Gabriel, and San Fernando 
Valley. You can find more about their summer training program at 
tribelacrosse.org.

The next criteria is popularity which includes how many people 
watch and play lacrosse. Unfortunately, lacrosse is not very popular as 
it only has 38 countries that play the sport. Only about 770,000 people 
play it. Another reason it may not be popular is that people may not 
know about the professional league.   

The next criteria is business model which is how many companies 
carry the sport’s products and how many sponsors it has. Lacrosse only 
has 12 sponsors. There are only a few companies that have lacrosse 
stuff. Lacrosse does not have very much sponsorship.

In conclusion, while I think lacrosse should be in the Olympics, it 
does not have the qualifications it needs yet. Either way, it is still fun to 
play, and when I am older I hope I will get to play it in the Olympics.

your team, you still have to work with that person. 
If gymnastics is on an equal level as cheer, then 
cheerleading should be considered a sport too. Think 
about it.

Some people have negative opinions about 
cheerleading because we show off our bodies by 
wearing tight clothes, but we wear tight clothes because 
it’s dangerous to do any sport with a lot of clothing 
on. Back when cheerleading  originated, men wore 
matching collared shirts (long or short sleeves), slacks 
and a belt. Depending on the weather, they would 
sometimes sport turtlenecks and a sweater. When 
women were allowed to participate, they wore long 
wool skirts, collared shirts and cardigans. There wasn’t 
much movement involved so it wasn’t a safety hazard 
(www.omnicheer.com/blog). Now we are moving, 
cheering, dancing, stunting, tumbling, sassing, and 
keeping the energy level high. I know for sure that if I 
were watching the cheerleaders from the old days, I’d 
be dead asleep (no offense to them).

Cheerleading is a sport that is equal to gymnastics 
because it takes the same amount of training. 
Gymnasts and cheerleaders both have to learn how 
to keep their bodies limber, be good performers, not 
break bones and tear muscles, and be good sports 
about it. So, instead of putting cheerleaders down, give 
them the respect they deserve. And to any cheerleaders 
out there, don’t let people put you down!!
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Meet the News Club

Ahhhh! Middle school, what is this new 
environment? My mind is in a mix of opposite 
emotions. How will I fit in, in an environment of more 
than 2,000 kids?! I said to myself, “Don’t worry, you are 
not alone.” One of my biggest fears is to be bullied 
in middle school. I understand that the idea of older, 
taller kids might make you (or me) want to stay in 
elementary school forever, but what about taking the 
next step? I thought I might help you start your new 
adventure in middle school by asking the current sixth 
grade class some questions. Hopefully, it will make you 
a little more confident about going to middle school.

What do our sixth graders fear most about going 
to middle school?
1. The most common fear about going to middle 

school was getting bullied.
2. Some kids even admitted that they are afraid of 

becoming bullies.
3. Also, kids said that when they start to get older, 

they were afraid of losing their confidence or that 
they won’t make new friends.

4.  Another common fear from 
the sixth grade class was 
getting overwhelmed by  
all the homework.

A few sixth graders don’t 
have any fears at all, and that’s 
actually great because they 
will go into middle school as 

confident as when they left elementary.

What are some academic goals our sixth graders 
have for middle school?
1. Most students wanted to do better in math.
2. The next most popular answer I got was “getting 

good grades.”
3. One third of the students said that they wanted to 

graduate (some with honors).
4. One kid said that he wanted to be fluent in 

Spanish.

I think it is important to have goals to focus on in 
middle school so that you don’t get lost.

Where is the current sixth grade class  
planning to go?
1. More than half of the sixth grade class will be 

going to Toll middle school!
2. Roosevelt and Eagle Rock came next.
3. Some said they would were going to I.S.L.A.  

(the new charter school).
4. A few other middle schools were mentioned  

like Immaculate Heart or Westridge  
(both all girl schools).

Most students said that they can’t wait to go to 
the same middle school as their friends, but overall it 
looks like we are spreading out as a sixth grade class.


