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I-READY:
    PROS & CONS
        By Emi Moses

P.J., Sweet T, Jake, Pi, Pengo, G.O., Azul, and Olive-- 
you know all of them from the computer-generated 
world of i-Ready. After other schools and districts in 
over 40 states switched to the Common Core method, 
which i-Ready is built for, i-Ready was launched for us, 
the students at Franklin, in the 2014-2015 school year. 
But while it was interesting enough to the decision 
makers at GUSD to sign on, it seems students and 
teachers have different opinions on whether i-Ready 
is the right learning tool.

5th and 6th grade Italian teacher, Mrs. Hartel says 
she likes i-Ready because it provides individualized 
instruction: everyone has different lessons based 
on their diagnostic test. It is also a good practice, 
and it’s similar to the end of the year CAASPP test. 
CAASPP and i-Ready are not the same but they 
get students used to taking tests on the computer. 
“However, if i-Ready is not done consistently,” says 
Mrs. Hartel, “the program doesn’t know your level 
and cannot adjust.”

Michelle Stamper, a high school teacher at 
Crescenta Valley High 
School, works with 
i-Ready. She says 
she doesn’t find it 
challenging enough for 
her students. “Some 
students do not put 
effort into it,” she said. 
“And that means the 
i-Ready results are 
really skewed.” 

So what other 
teaching programs 
are out there? For homework, many teachers 
use TenMarks but with a completely different 
purpose. I-Ready provides practice at the students’ 
level, while TenMarks provides practice on what 
has been taught in class that week. Therefore, 
most teachers assign both. Other options 
such as Kahn Academy, Hockey Scholar, and 
Learnzillion have been looked into, and might be 
used in the future.

Some parents have issues with i-Ready, calling it 

“edu-tainment!” They want to go back to a time where 
students did work in notebooks or on worksheets. 
Actually, I’d like that too because I believe we are 
starting to rely too much on the internet. Some 
studies show that too much screen time is bad for 
our health. But i-Ready isn’t going away anytime 
soon. “For us teachers,” says Mrs. Mazza, an i-Ready 
fan, “it provides many different and detailed reports 
on the student’s’ knowledge and performance that 
help us identify needs and strengths. I use it for 
assessment purposes to monitor progress.”

Although many of us think that i-Ready isn’t 
perfect, maybe the best thing to do is to give it a 
chance and really try to benefit from it. As Dr. Steve 
Maraboli, a Behavioral Scientist and author, says, 
“when you hate something, you chain yourself to it.” 
To me this means that even if you’re not an i-Ready 
fan, you should learn to use it well.

Helping kindergarteners at Benjamin Franklin 
Elementary is an awesome experience, teaching 
children languages you have already mastered. It’s 
important to mentor these younger kids because 
without your help, they might not get as good 
of an education. But if you remember your own 
kindergarten experience, you know that working 
with these kids can be absolute chaos!

While I was teaching these little kids, I had 
memories from when I was in kindergarten.  For 
example, I remembered some songs that I used to 
sing about colors and seasons.  You also see these 
little kids do funny things, like playing games in 
which they have to work together in order to win 
prizes like pencils and stickers. Sometimes they even 
gossip about having crushes on us older kids! For 
this amazing job you have to miss your recess once 
or twice a week, but it’s totally worth it.  

In order to really understand and learn about 
these wilder kids, we have to meet the person who 
has been teaching them for the past 8 years, Maestra 
Carbajal.  She says that one of the funniest moments 
in her career at Franklin was when a girl finally came 
to school for the first time half way through the year. 
Since she didn’t speak Spanish, whenever Maestra 
Carbajal asked her a question, she would always say 
si (yes in Spanish)!  The language aspect can get 
tricky at the beginning of every year when none of 

the kindergartners speak Spanish. Maestra Carbajal 
says whenever she asks them a question they always 
say “I don’t understand! I want my mommy and 
daddy.”  She really has to work hard to teach them, 
but they learn very quickly. 

Each kindergartner has their own special 
characteristics. Some seem very smart, and others 
seem to act and look exactly like you. At the same 
time, there are some hyper ones who seem like they 
drink 10 cups of coffee each morning!  There are 
even some compulsive ones who make you wash 
your hands every single time you work with them, 
which after a while can feel a little annoying.  

Working with the kindergarteners is always 
different. Some days you will be doing computer lab 
and others, it might be math, Spanish, or art.  One of 
the funnest parts about this job is that during holiday 
times, such as Christmas or Valentine’s Day, there 
will be a class party with food, delicious sweets, and 
sometimes even a short movie. This experience has 
been an amazing opportunity 
and a great way to spend my 
last year here at Benjamin 
Franklin Elementary. I would 
highly recommend that 
incoming 6th graders take 
advantage of this incredible 
opportunity! 

By Zack Romberger 
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Fire safety is an important topic and all Franklin 5th 
graders get a chance to learn about it, starting when 
a fire chief comes to our school. But he’s not here to 
put out fires! He’s here to test the knowledge you have 
about fire safety. First, he’ll explain how TV, especially 
Chicago Fire, is wrong about real life fires. For example, 
cars do not explode! Also --and this is more scary -- 
you cannot breathe when smoke is in the air. 

This first thing you’ll do is study a booklet called 
the Glendale Junior Fire Program Official  
 

Manual. Next, you’ll be given a fire safety test that 
includes 50 true or false questions. Then, your teacher 
grades them, and all the students with the highest 
scores get to go to a picnic.

At the picnic, you get to spend time with fire 
chiefs, meet new people, get squirted by fire hoses 
and, best of all, miss a day of school!! At lunch, you’ll 
eat a hamburger or a hot dog, with a side of chips, 
and a drink. Plus, some students can win prizes such 
as...drum roll please!...a cell phone! Of course, the 
chances of winning are very slim, but think about how 
fun it would be to get squirted by a fire hose!! 

If learning fire safety isn’t enough, here’s another 
incentive. If your essay is chosen by the 5th grade 
teachers, they will send it to GUSD, and if your essay is 
picked by GUSD, you and your entire family will go to an  
Awards Assembly where you will be appointed the 
position of Junior Fire Chief, Deputy Fire Chief, or 
Assistant Fire Chief. 

Franklin teachers have always enjoyed this event. 
“This is a great opportunity for 5th graders because 
it prepares them for 6th grade,” says Mrs. Bobadilla. 
“The test is very difficult because the questions are 
very specific.” So make sure to pay attention! This is 
an awesome event, and Franklin students will enjoy it 
for years to come!

HOW TO BE A 
COMEDIAN  By Romeo M. Portillo

Careers
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“In Russia there was 125 mile traffic jam that lasted 
3 days. Here in Los Angeles, that’s known as Friday” - 
Conan O’Brien.

Ever dream about being a comedian? Or at least 
throwing a few jokes into a conversation? Yes? Well if 
you need a boost in spirit--a “you can do it!”--then 
read on!

First, rehearsal is what it’s all about.  This 
is according to a professional comedian Cathy 
Shambley-Baer. She says you must rehearse your joke 
until it’s perfect. “And then if you bomb or choke, you 
can make fun of yourself or improvise another joke!”

The second trick is finding comedy in everyday 
life. Brett Baer is a comedy writer who makes jokes for 
a living and according to him, this is the most difficult 
challenge for comedians. “Life is quirky and weird.” 
We get so busy going about our day, that we don’t take 
time to notice or remark on the small, goofy moments 
that happen to all of us. The comedian does.”

Take comedian Sebastian Maniscalco, for example, 
who finds comedy in every second of his life! He suggests 
that when you see something weird, exaggerate it and 
tell it to your friend.  Chances are he or she will believe 
you and think it’s funny. “The meatloaf in the cafeteria 
tastes like a baseball mitt!” he joked, saying that people 
will react like “Hey! I noticed that too.” 

So what is the best 
way to deliver a joke? 
Practice, practice, 
practice, says Cathy. 
Actually, she says 
that perfect practice 
makes perfect. 
“Practice in front 
of a live audience,” 
she recommends. 
“You have to try to make a 
group of people laugh. You can do this anywhere-- 
even at lunch with your friends.”

Timing is another component to delivering a perfect 
joke. In fact, a joke lives or dies on it. Don’t take an hour 
to tell the joke but never rapid-fire your punchlines 
either. And when you deliver the punchline, never... and 
I  mean never...say it 2 seconds after you say the set-up: 
Give the audience some time to get the joke first. 

We all have a sense of humor, so anyone can be 
a comedian. But it does take confidence, self control, 
an original point of view, the ability to twist the truth 
until it becomes funny and absurd, and, of course, 
creativity. You can always build up these skills if you 
don’t have them right off the bat. Remember the 
words of composer Joe Esposito, “ You’re the best 
around--nothing’s ever going to keep you down!”

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT

BEING A JUNIOR FIREMAN 
By Sarah Rasic

because there was a grassy area near the building. We 
are also lucky though, because we have more space to 
play than the German students.

Adrian Dubrow, a fourth grader here at Franklin, 
spent a year at a school in southern Spain. He says 
he did not enjoy his school time there bec ause there 

wasn’t much to do compared 
to our school. “We only got to 
play tag and bring marbles with 
us if we wanted to,” he said. The 
playground was a bare rooftop 
painted red with no toys or 

swings or anything else. At the school, they had no 
recess, just lunch. Imagine that! 

Fiamma Cremer, a fifth grader at our school, has 

been to a school in Italy. Unlike Adrian, she enjoyed her 
experience. Like most other Italian schools, she got to 
play tag. “The teachers were very nice, but the school 
was really small,” said Fiamma. She explained that 
the school was less than half of the size of our school! 
Another fifth grader, Mattia, also went to school in 
Italy. He says he didn’t like it very much because they 
didn’t have any grass there. “We played soccer and 
volleyball,” Mattia added.

I wish we had horseback riding here at Franklin, but I 
am also happy to be an American kid going to a school 
where we can all learn so much about other countries. A 
big thank you to the students who have given us secrets 
from across the ocean about different schools--it’s made 
me appreciate Franklin all the more. How about you?  

Almost everyone agrees that recess is their favorite 
time in school. We all know what we’re allowed to play-- 
games like four square, handball, and hopscotch. We 
can also play on the monkey bars or swings, but tag is 
banned. But do you know what life is like on playgrounds 
in other countries? Since we have kids who have gone to 
foreign schools right here at Franklin, I set out to find out.

One thing I discovered really wowed me. Stella 
Ceo, a sixth grader, has been to a school in Hungary, 
where her school was tiny compared to Franklin. In the 
mornings, the students got to drink hot chocolate! Is 

that clear? HOT CHOCOLATE!! And afterwards, they 
had to brush their teeth! Strange, right? But that’s not 
all. During recess, she learned how to horseback ride! I 
bet you’d like to go there.

In many German schools (including one that I went 
to for a day), the amount of time kids are taught is only 
four hours! During their long recesses, the kids play 
games similar to the ones we play here at Franklin. 
Older kids play “Fußball” (soccer) and younger ones 
play “Fangen” (tag) and “Verstecken” (hide and seek). 
Unlike us, the kids at the German school could play tag 

RECREO, RICREAZIONE, PAUSE, RÉCRÉATION,  

            RECESS!!                          By Megan Harkins



When you’re talking of Legoland, most likely you’re 
thinking, “it’s just another theme park.” But it’s much 
more than that! And I can tell you from experience, 
there are no downs--except on the roller coaster! 

Before you hit Legoland, you must prepare for 
the trip. Don’t forget to pack mini figures to trade. 
In Legoland, almost all the employees are wearing 
mini figures pinned to their badges. Pick any of them 
that are not permanently attached and trade your 
own.. One great trick is to strip down your mini-figure 
and then exchange for one with all the accessories. 
This way you can end up collecting hundreds of 
accessories. I collected 200 pieces in just one day! 
The one thing you should never do is pass on mini 
figures or accessories that are not original Legos. 
That’s not fair to kids, especially little ones who can’t 
tell the difference between real and fake.

I don’t usually like to go to many rides at Legoland 
because the lines can be long. But just before closing 
time, most of the lines get very short--that’s when I 
jump on. The one ride where you really don’t have to 
wait long is the Lego driving school. Even though I think 
the point is to learn the rules of driving, my brother 
Harry and I just like to chase each other, cut each 
other off, and bump into each other! Unfortunately, 
since Harry is 14 years old, he can’t ride it anymore.

If you’re a real Lego fan, Halloween is a must for 
you!  Two years ago they handed out free Lego sets 
for kids. If you stood in line over and over, you could 
get as many sets as you wanted, but this year they 
didn’t have this promotion. Instead, they handed out 

candies. It also may be 
wise to visit Legoland 
around the time a 
new Star Wars movie 
is coming out because 
sometimes they hand 
out special mini figure 
pieces to kids.

One of my favorite things is to go to the building 
area where you can build cars and race them. Just a 
tip: after building for years, my brother and I figured 
something out: the heavier the car is, the faster it 
goes.The castle playground is very fun too, a place to 
run around or play tag. When we were smaller, my dad 
used to play chase and try to catch us. One day he 
almost got stuck in the slide, so remind your parents 
to be careful. 

At the end of the day on our way out, we always 
stop at the stores. Luckily, the stores stay open longer 
than the rides so you don’t have to hurry to shop there. 
We stay in a resort right next to Legoland, which we 
like better than the Legoland Hotel, which my parents 
describe as “being trapped in a preschool.” It was 
also expensive and my brother didn’t fit in the bed.

When I last visited Legoland, they were fixing up 
part of the Star Wars exhibition of Mini Land. I wonder 
how it looks like now and can’t wait to go back. I’m 
hoping next time I’ll to see some of you there too!

Wild  
  RidesTHE UPS AND DOWNS OF

LEGOLAND! 
By Teddy K. Stoltz

COASTER POSTER  
           By Adrian Dubrow
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Don’t miss the 5 
scariest rollercoasters in 
the USA!

Up, up,  uuuuuppppp...
whooohoooooo...and 
down, down, down we go 
at 100 mph, then swoop 
up again and around...
shhhhhhhhh...right past 

everybody down in the theme park and back to the 
start! According to the International Association of 
Amusement Parks, three million people are going to 
visit 400 American amusement parks in 2017 alone. If 
you are going to be one of them, get ready to scream; 
Here are 5 of the scariest coasters in the USA.

1.  KINGDA KA 
This really is Da King! Kingda Ka, which is in New 

Jersey, at Six Flags Great Adventure Park. This coaster 
reaches up to 456 feet and hurtles forward at 128 
mph. It is 46 seconds of sheer dropping terror. You 
can experience 4g’s very easily on the biggest drop 
-- which means you won’t black out completely but 
come very close. Here’s my tip--don’t snag the front 
seat if you don’t like feeling that you are going to faint!

2. FURY 325
This ride is actually fast and furious. Fury 325 is 

located in North Carolina at the Carowinds amusement 
park . This roller coaster elevates 325 feet -- that’s 65 
times the height of a 5-foot-tall 6th grader! Fury 325 is 
2 minutes and 23 seconds of stomach dropping fun, 
twirling around at 95 miles per hour. One thing that 
makes Fury 325 unique is that it runs on a light blue 
luminescent track. So get ready to be blinded by the 
light and hang on tight!

 3. INTIMIDATOR 305
Just like it sounds, this ride is quite intimidating. It 

is located in Doswell, Virginia at the King’s Dominion 
amusement park. This ride is 2 minutes and 3 seconds 
of excitement, but don’t eat right before or you might 
lose your lunch. I think it got it’s name because it rises 
up into the sky 305 feet and then you zoom down 
toward the ground at 91 MPH. Who wouldn’t find that 
intimidating?

4. THE BLAST COASTER
The Blast Coaster is located in Doswell, VA at 

King’s Dominion, the same amusement park as  Fury 
325. And it does actually “blast” you up in the air -- 
155 feet high! The coaster reaches speeds of 75 MPH 
and if that doesn’t seem like it’s fast, think about this: 
That’s faster than a cheetah, the world’s fastest land 
animal. Yep, it is 1 minute and 39 seconds of twirls and 
terrifying hairpin turns. There are also various seconds 
of… well, let’s just say this coaster goes upside down 
a LOT!

5. MILLENNIUM FORCE 
MIllennium Force is located in Sandusky Ohio at 

the Cedar Point amusement park. In this ride you will 
find The Force--the gravity force, that is-- kind of like 
you’re on the Millennium Falcon in Star Wars. The ride 
stretches itself over 310 feet and it blast you like a 
cannonball up at 93 MPH. With its terrifying speed, it 
runs for 2 minutes and 31 seconds through 2 tunnels, 
which makes it one of the best coasters  to experience  
4g’s. So remember, put your seatbelts on!

When it comes to roller coasters, most kids care 
more about the fun than the money itself. “I’d like 
to have a backyard roller coaster more than I would 
$100,000,” said Luke Scherrer, a fourth grader in 
Miss Bobadillas class. And if he could  build his own 
backyard roller coaster and break one record, what 
would it be? “I would like to create the biggest loop in 
the world,” said Luke. I have dreams of creating a cool 
coaster too,  but until I can do it, I’m going to try to 
visit one of these five thrilling rides. 
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Good
   WillMS. JULI BLACK

PARENT VOLUNTEER EXTRAORDINAIRE 
By Sonja Krause 

Some people know her as Kellar’s Mom, while 
others think of her as the caring and friendly adult who 
helps out everyone at Franklin Elementary. Either way, 
Ms. Juli Black is one of the most recognizable people 
on campus. She is always there with a friendly smile to 
assist students and seems to be everywhere, doesn’t 
she? But there is more to her than meets the eye. 

Ms. Black is a trained actress. She used to play 
Pluto at Disney World in Orlando, Florida! She was 
also a flight attendant. Now, she has been at Franklin 
for six years, inspired to work here because she was 
very passionate about the school’s support program. 
Plus she says being at school with so many kids keeps 
her youthful.

Some of the things Ms.Black learned while being 
a character at Disney World she still uses today at 
Franklin. Although Ms. Black was mainly Pluto, she also 
was  Eeyore from Winnie the Pooh, Mr. Smee from Peter 
Pan and Friar Tuck from Robin Hood. The skills that she 
uses from her Disney days are when she dances, jumps 
around, and waves at Awards Assemblies, getting 
the crowd interested and excited. “I like to have fun 
and be silly,” says Ms. Black. “This helps you socialize 
easier, make friends easier, and just makes life easier.” 
This is good advice for anyone who likes lots of friends 
and fun--and who doesn’t cherish that?

It is obvious that Ms. Black is truly committed to  
Franklin. Between her tireless work being a Room Rep, 
fundraising for the PTA and sixth grade activities, she 
is on campus quite a bit. Even before she worked here, 
when Kellar was in kindergarten, she helped create the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Silent Auction and was one of its original founders. 

Ms. Black has some suggestions to help improve 
the learning foundation for all students. She would like 
to see more parents get involved. She also dreams of 
a new Computer Lab with updated computers. But 
as Kellar is graduating this year, everyone has been 
asking the same question: Will Ms. Black continue 
her wondrous work here at Franklin? “Yes!” she said, 
smiling. “Of course, I can’t leave Franklin!” 

Canyon, for instance, he spent a lot of time playing on 
the phone instead of looking at the incredible sights. 
Needless to say, he didn’t enjoy the experience as 
much as he could have. 

I am starting to think a lot about the present,  
much more than I used to. This is partly because I 
always see my parents stressed out because they 
are thinking more about the future and past. So I’ve 
begun reminding my parents to live life in the present 
and guess what? I’m starting to see them happier 
and more focused. I don’t want to be frustrated and 

my brain full of stress--I’d much rather it be full of 
happiness. So just focus on the now. 

Harriet Hecht, a retired mental health nurse, says 
there are plenty of reasons to focus on the present. 
One is for your own safety. “I fell two times recently 
because I was not focusing on the present and where 
I was stepping and instead I was thinking about the 
past. Since I was distracted by my thoughts, I tripped!” 
says Harriet. This aspect of focusing on the present 
for safety is something I hadn’t thought of before 
interviewing her.

America’s largest urban river cleanup takes place 
right in our school’s backyard-The Los Angeles River! 
If our river is too polluted there will be no more wildlife 
or plants, and it won’t be a place people will want to 
visit. Here’s how you can help!

The LA river is a major part of LA’s ecosystem, 
not a sewer drain. Home to endangered species such 
as a bird called the Bell’s Vireo and the arroyo toad, 
many birds and animals depend heavily on a clean 
LA River. In fact, there are over 300 bird species that 
come to the LA river to nest or feed, including ospreys 
and killdeer. There are also pacific slender water 
salamanders, western toads, blue damselflies, western 
tiger swallowtail butterflies, grey foxes, and coyotes.

Lewis McAdams is the founder of FOLAR: Friends of 
the Los Angeles River, an LA river cleanup foundation. 
Without him there would be no LA river cleanup. “I had 
just moved to Los Angeles and I didn’t know anyone 

at that time,” said 
Lewis. “I started a 
cleanup calling for 10,000 people and only 
about 10 showed up!” Slowly, the group grew and in 
2016, nine-thousand volunteers came to pick up trash!

Lewis’ dream for the LA river is that all the concrete 
is taken out and that the steelhead trout return. 
He says he felt sick and angry when he saw people 
mistreating the LA River. “I wanted to hit them with 
a tennis racquet!” He didn’t do that, but the answer 
made me laugh.

Last year, my family participated in the clean up. 
The organizers gave out free healthy snacks and gloves 
to participants and we got trash bags and joined the 
huge crowd, all ready to help. So here are four reasons 
you should join us: it’s fun, it’s family friendly, it’s pet 
friendly, it cleans our river, and restores wildlife. I can’t 
wait to do it again!

By Maggie Jordan

  
 THE
 PRESENT
 IS A GIFT 
  By Matteo Wolfson

Many people like to think about the future--for 
example, the vacations they will go on, or what toy 
they will get for Christmas. Others focus on things that 
happened long ago, like a car accident or the time 
they lost their girlfriend. But it is more important to 
cherish the present--to enjoy where you are and what 
you are doing now. 

Sometimes, it is easy to ruin the present moment 
by not paying enough attention.  If you are taking a 
hike and you don’t enjoy the view, you might not get 
another chance! When my brother visited the Grand 
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Action

Some people think that young people can’t 
make a difference, but they are misguided! Anyone, 
including you, can do anything if they put their mind 
to it, and kid world record holders are living proof. 
After spending years perfecting their craft, their hard 
work and dedication led them to beat even adults who 
challenged them for a spot in the record books. From 
an eleven year old nicknamed “Spider Boy” for his 
talents as a contortionist, to a Canadian girl who can 
sing every national anthem in the world, here are the 
top five World records set by kids.

1. LITTLE DRUMMER BOY
At 7 years old, Julian Pavone was named the 

youngest professional drummer by Guinness World 
Records. He first started playing the drums at the age of 
3 months, when his father placed him in front of a drum 
set and handed him a pair of drumsticks. His parents 
were extremely impressed by his skills, and decided 
to enroll him in the Cleveland Cavaliers’ Drumline at 
only 15 months. When he was 20 months old, Julian 
recorded his first album, and at the age of 5, he had 
already played at many concert venues. Now he is 8 
years old, and plays a 22 piece custom drum set.

2. THE MINI CP3
Jaylin Fleming, a 10-year-old from Chicago Illinois, 

set the World Record for the best child basketball 
player in 2010. Jaylin started playing basketball on 
local teams at the age of 7. His family was impressed, 
and placed him in the important AAU circuit, or the 
Amateur Athletic Union. Jaylin started gaining the 
attention of many professional coaches and teams. In 
fact, Derrick Rose, one of the professional players who 
has worked out with Jaylin, said that the 10-year-old 

phenom is a better player than he is! Jaylin 
gained his skill by practicing at least three 
times a week. Jaylin, now 17 years old, still 
works with NBA teams about once a month. 

3. THE FLASH OF SPEEDCUBING
Feliks Zemdegs, a teen from Australia, is best 

known for solving the 3x3 Rubik’s Cube in 4.73 seconds, 
breaking the previous record of 4.74 seconds. Feliks 
bought his first cube in April 2008, and spent countless 
hours learning the most efficient algorithms off Youtube 

videos. Two months later, he recorded his 
first unofficial time of 19.73 seconds. A month 
later, he won the gold at the New Zealand 
championships on the 3x3 with an average of 13.74 
seconds. The next competition he attended was the 
Melbourne Summer Open in 2010, where he won gold 
in all categories. Feliks got progressively better until he 
set the World Record. “It’s such a simple idea, but it’s 
so hard to solve!” Feliks told recordsetter.com.

4. EINSTEIN JR.
Calling all Franklin Students! Do you want to be the 

youngest person to graduate college? Well, you’ll have 
to beat Michael Kevin Kearney, from Honolulu, Hawaii, 
who currently holds the world record. Michael started 
being homeschooled by his parents as an infant, leading 
him to speak at only 4 months old, and read at 10 
months old. After many more years of homeschooling, 
his parents decided to have him take a diagnostic test 
from the John Hopkins University precocious math 
program. He was only 4 years old and Michael passed 

with a perfect score. He later attended high 
school and graduated when he was six years 
old. He then officially graduated college with 
his masters at the age of 10 in Alabama. 

5. THE YOUNG J.K ROWLING
Ever dream of writing a book? Dorothy 

Elmhirst Straight, a 6 year old from 
Washington D.C, earned her spot in the record books 
by becoming the world’s youngest author and illustrator 
back in 1964. When Dorothy was 4, her mother insisted 
one night that she answer the question of “how the 
world began”. Dorothy took her mother’s question very 
seriously and decided to write and illustrate a book 
about her theory. Dorothy’s parents were so impressed 
that they sent it to Pantheon Books. They published her 
book, which is still available to purchase today!

Don’t see a World Record here that you could beat? 
Consider something else! You and a friend can set 
the World Record for the most leap frog jumps in 30 
seconds. Or, you could break the world record for the 
most marshmallows eaten in one minute. Or, better yet, 
how about the longest television watching marathon? 
The possibilities are endless, and if you put your mind 
to it, you might go down in history!    

Hear the roar of the crowd in your ears, the whistle 
of the ball as it floats past the defenders into the 
waiting arms of the receiver. Touchdown!!! The mental 
connection between the quarterback and the receiver 
is often the difference between losing and winning 
games, and  if you have ever wanted to know what it’s 
like to play in the NFl, you’re about to find out.

For many years, Mike Sherrard was a wide receiver 
in the NFL. He played for teams such as the Dallas 
cowboys, the San Francisco 49ers, and the New York 
Giants. He also played for UCLA, where his team won the 
Rose Bowl 3 times! “In San Francisco, I was a part of the 
winning Super Bowl team in 1990,” said Mike.”Memories 
of celebrating those great accomplishment with my 
teammates are things I’ll never forget!” 

At 6’1”, Mike is not a big guy compared to other 
football players. But he has an advantage thanks to his 
speed and agility. Many of the 300 pound defenders 
who are chasing him do not have that talent--they can’t 
catch him. But if they do get their hands on you, you’re 
toast! Mike was one of the fastest in the business. “After 
making a catch, it was very exciting and thrilling running 
with all those big guys chasing me. Every wide receiver 
loves to make touchdowns.” Mike should know because 
he made 22 touchdowns in his NFL career alone!

Unfortunately, every so often a player gets severely 
injured on the field. A few years into playing with the 
New York Giants, Mike fractured his left hip playing 
against the Philadelphia Eagles. That looked like it 
would ruin his NFL career! But did Mike quit? No. He 
had doctors help him through the injury and kept a 
positive outlook on his future football career!

Injuries like Mike’s might make parents think twice 
about letting their kid play tackle or even flag football. 
“Football will always be a dangerous sport, but the right 
coaches can teach kids proper tackling fundamentals to 
help limit injuries,” said Mike. He thinks that kids should 
follow their dreams, and work very hard if they want to 
play professional sports. But Mike learned through his own 
experience that dreams can be cut short. “Make sure you 
do well in school so you have an education to fall back on!” 

If you are thinking about playing any professional 
sport--soccer, baseball, football or basketball-- really 
dig deep inside yourself and find out if you have 
what it takes: agility, strength, mental toughness, 

and dedication. If not, no 
worries! Have fun playing at 
a amateur level and work on 
your education. But if you have 
decided to take the sports path 
then remember--practice hard 
and follow your dreams and you 
have a chance to be a pro!

 
1. Describe the feeling when 
you caught the ball and were rushing for the End 
Zone with a bunch of defenders chasing after you?

After making a catch, it was very exciting and thrilling 
running with all those big guys chasing me. Every 
wide  receiver loves to make touchdowns.

2. When  you fractured your left hip socket, how did 
you move forward when it might be the ruination of 
your NFL career?

Football is a game where everyone gets hurt. I had 
good doctors that helped me with the healing and 
physical rehabilitation process. I also kept a positive 
outlook on the future of my football career.

3. Do you think it is smart for younger kids to play 
flag, or even tackle football? Can it be done safely? 
And what do you say to kids who dream of playing in 
the NFL?

I have a young son, 13 who plays tackle football. My son 
Isaiah has been playing for 3 years. Football is always 
going to be a violent sport. With the right coaches, 
they can teach the kids proper tackling fundamentals 
to help limit injuries.

I tell kids to follow their dreams and work hard if they 
want to play professional football. It is extremely hard 
to play any professional sport. So I also tell young 
people, make sure you do well in school so you have 
an education to fall back on.

4. You played football for UCLA. What was the better 
experience--college or professional--and why?

My best experiences while playing football were the 
team accomplishments. At UCLA, my teams won 3 
Rose Bowl games and in San Francisco I was apart 
of a winning Super Bowl team in 1990. Memories of 
celebrating those great accomplishment with my 
teammates are the things I’ll never forget!

AN INSIDE PEEK 
AT THE NFL
By Griffin Dubrow

BELIEVE IT OR NOT!
AMAZING KID WORLD RECORDS
by Gabriella DeSimone
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I recently visited my fourth grade German teacher, 
Frau Abdallah, at her five acre ranch in Acton, CA.  
We drove down the dirt driveway to the sprawling 
property that included stalls surrounded by hills, 
green pastures and riding trails.  As I approached 
the stalls for the horses, I noticed that there were 18 
horses of interesting colors, rich browns and various 
shades of white. Some were older horses, some were 
middle aged, a few were babies, and most looked 
healthy. That’s when I learned that Frau Abdallah 
is not only a teacher here at Franklin, but also the 
founder of a non -profit horse rescue organization 
called Love This Horse.

Frau Abdallah has always been active with 
adoptions--human and animal! Before she was a 
teacher, she ran an orphanage in Haiti and assisted 
families in adopting children. She herself has adopted 
four children who are extremely active in taking care 
of the rescued horses. They help her feed, walk, and 
ride them, as well as giving lots of pets and hugs. 

“Love This Horse” takes in forgotten, neglected and 
abused Arabian horses from kill pens, local shelters, 
distressed owners, and local horse auctions. They 
rescue horses from 
places as far away as 
Texas, Mississippi, 
and Mexico. Frau 
Abdallah hated the 
idea of such beautiful 
animals being killed, 
so she started the 
organization along 
with Athena Baron 
and Belinda Albracht.  “I used to rescue horses from 
slaughter in Mexico and Canada, one at a time, with 
help from a few friends, because it is expensive to 
do,” she said. Frau Abdallah loves horses so much 
that with help from her friends and family, she was 
able to start a non- profit organization.  “As a tax-
exempt organization, people can make donations to 
help rescue horses and pay less for their taxes.”   

Frau Abdallah  loves riding horses very much. She 
started just when  she was learning to walk and has 
always ridden them. She had her first horse, Diana, for 28  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
years, and this is one reason why she works so hard to 
save other horses’ lives. “We get the horses healthy, 
train them. and find them new homes,” she told me. 

Last year, approximately 100,000 horses were 
exported to Mexico for slaughter and approximately 
20,000 horses to Canada and you can help bring 
these numbers down! You may not be able to adopt 
a horse, but there are lots of ways to be a part of the 
solution of the mistreatment of animals.  Just go to 
www.lovethishorse.weebly.com to find out how.  
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FRAU ABDALLAH  

THE HORSE 
     RESCUER       By Audra Cockrum
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READY, SET, 
ADOPT A PET!
By Noah Durry

Animal
     Love

When picking a pet, one of the biggest decisions 
you will make is whether to adopt from a shelter or 
rescue. Research shows that almost three million cats 
and dogs are put down each year, which amounts to 
about one every 11 seconds!  This reason alone should 
help you make your decision.

There are many reasons why you shouldn’t buy from 
a breeder.  First, it costs a lot of money.  A well-bred, 
healthy pet can run anywhere from $300 to $3,000.  
And not all breeders are good breeders, so your pet 
might be sick or more prone to medical issues.  For 
example, French Bulldogs and Dachshunds are prone 
to herniated discs, and English Bulldogs are prone to 
Cherry Eye, allergies, and breathing disorders. The list 
goes on and on. Plus, if your pet is sick, most breeders 
will not allow you to bring them back.  Are all breeders 
bad?  No.  But some breed only for profit.  “It is really 
sad that many people don’t care for these animals,” 
said Rhae Theriault, an experienced cat rescuer.  

Another place to adopt is a rescue.  A rescue is like 
the shelter, but they don’t keep the animals for only 
one week. They are willing to keep the animals until 
they get adopted.  Also, if you want a more unique 
animal than a bird, cat, dog, or bunny, you can also 
get animals like lizards and snakes at specific types 
of rescues, like reptile rescues. The people at rescues 
educate you about the animal that you will get, teach 
you to care for it, plus, they only adopt out animals 
that are already trained.   

Going to the shelter has its advantages. Shelters 
usually have lots of dogs and cats to choose from and 
adopting from a shelter is cheaper than a rescue.  If 
you aren’t sure what animal you want as a pet, there is 
also the option to foster.  This means the animal that 
you have chosen stays in your house for a period of 
time until you can find the pet a “forever” home to 
live in.  That should be enough time for you to decide 
what kind of animal is appropriate for you. And, if you 
want to choose a bird or reptile, it’s a good idea to 
ask your friends if they have one and ask them to look 
after it. 

I have a rescued cat named Gnocchi. She was 
from a group of kittens that came from the Burbank 

animal shelter.  If we 
had not adopted her 
she might have been 
put to sleep. The best 
part was, we only paid 
$25 for her. She is soft, 
cuddly, and likes to 
sleep on my blanket. I 
love having her as my 
only cat, and every 
time I look at her, I’m 
so happy that I saved 
an animal’s life.

Burbank Animal Shelter
1150 N Victory Pl
Burbank, CA 91502
(818) 238-3340
www.burbankanimalshelter.org

Pasadena Humane Society 
& SPCA
361 S Raymond Ave
Pasadena, CA 91105
(626) 792-7151
www.phsspca.org

East Valley Animal Services
14409 Vanowen St
Van Nuys, CA 91405
(888) 452-7381

San Gabriel Valley 
Humane Society 
851 E Grand Ave
San Gabriel, CA 91776
(626) 286-1159
www.sgvhumane.org

United Hope For Animals
Pasadena, CA 91102
(626) 325-8442
www.unitedhope4animals.org

Heaven on Earth Society  
for Animals 
7342 Fulton Ave
North Hollywood, CA 91605
(818) 474-2700
www.heavenlypets.org

LIST OF ANIMAL RESCUES IN THE AREA
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FOOD + SCIENCE = 
   MOLECULAR 
      GASTRONOMY By Ellysee Baker

There is a restaurant that infuses liquid nitrogen in 
the ice of the margaritas, has a dessert bar of bonbons 
and small cakes, and the sleekest and quirkiest chairs. 
This restaurant is called The Bazaar by Jose Andres 
and here, food and science come together to create 
molecular gastronomy magic!  The Bazaar offers 
traditional Spanish and molecular tapas in their Rojo Y 
Blanca rooms.  Bartenders are considered “molecular 
mixologists,” creating drinks like Nitro Caipirinhas 
made with smoking liquid nitrogen at the table. When 
I went to The Bazaar for a visit, I had a special non-
alcoholic drink made specifically for me with liquid 
nitrogen. 

At The Bazaar, I asked Chef Holly what she 
enjoyed about molecular gastronomy. I like to play 
with traditional recipes and make them different and 
unique,” she said. Chef Holly began cooking with her 
mom and grandmother and went to culinary school 
after college. She had advice for anyone who wants 
to use molecular gastronomy in their cooking. “You 
should mentor with a good chef who knows what they 
are doing, watch what they do, and learn from their 
technique,” she said. “That it can be expensive, but it 
is worth it.”

I also went on a kitchen tour at The Bazaar, where 
they have many different types of products that can 
convert regular food into something magical. Xanthan 
is an elastic thickener used to suspend solids in liquids. 
Other traditional uses for Xanthan is to make gum and 
cinnamon rolls..  At The Bazaar, I had the “Not Your 
Everyday Caprese Salad” which has mozzarella balls 
made with Xanthan. Once I bit into the cheese ball, 
it exploded with flavor, like when you pop a balloon,  

and the air or helium just pops out. I asked my waiter 
what he liked about working there. “I get to explain 
the creations of Jose Andres to my customers because 
I get to taste all the items in the menu!”

When I was finished with dinner, Chef Holly 
escorted my family into the Boutique Patisserie 
Dessert Bar and Regalo Art Gallery. This open kitchen 
had a selection of bonbons, chocolates, candies, 
cookies, and cakes. Chef Holly explained most of the 
desserts to me, and how it took chef Jose Andres over 
ten years to perfect his Cannelés de Bordeaux. “You 
need the right consistency,” she said. I would describe 
it as sort of like a mini bundt cake, but more dense, 
with a crunchy exterior and moist interior.

So if you want to see how science and food make 
magic, don’t miss The Bazaar. It will be a dining 
experience you will never forget.
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Have you ever wondered what paradise looked 
like? Drinking from an actual coconut, amazing 30 foot 
waterfalls that you can scale and then jump right off, 
and some of the friendliest people you will ever meet. 
Since I have been to this 
paradise seven times, as an 
honorary local, I can tell you 
exactly what it’s like!

Jamaica is a beautiful 
place year round but it is 
at its best during the fall 
months. Summer and spring 
months are very hot, so if you can handle the heat then 
that time is perfect. The beaches are also beautiful year 
round, with dolphins jumping in and out if the water, 
miles and miles of clear blue water, and sand that will 
warm your insides.

Jamaica is also known for its food. Curry chicken, 
“patties” (like a closed taco filled with steak or chicken 
or even vegetables), and oxtail are some of the more 
famous meals. But the most well known dish from 
Jamaica would be Jerk chicken. And if you’re a person 
who likes it hot, perhaps you’ll be able to stand its 
spiciness! Otherwise, you might want to choose one 
of the national foods of Jamaica: Ackee and saltfish. 
For the kids at Franklin who don’t know, ackee is a fruit 
that looks like eggs when it blooms but has no taste, 
so you have to season it. Saltfish is a preserved fish like 
kippered herring or dried cod.

In Jamaica, the activities vary from snorkeling to 
crocodile safaris, where you search for the reptiles in 
a swamp,  Jamaica is also known for parasailing, scuba 
diving, and zip lining--the list is endless. Dunns River 
falls is the most popular waterfall in Jamaica, but also 
the most crowded. All the tourists know about that one, 
but the locals will share with you many hidden falls. So 
don’t forget to ask!

 Blue Mountain coffee is one of the top 15 brands 
in the  the world and comes straight from the Blue 

Mountains of Jamaica. If you can’t make it to the island 
for a cup, don’t worry. This yummy coffee is sold at 
Starbucks everywhere.

Of all of the things Jamaica is known for, I think its 
people are the best. This little island has produced 
some of the world’s greatest athletes, for example, 
Usain Bolt, who is among the fastest people on earth. 
Jamaica also produces miracles; they have an Olympic 
Bobsled team, a sport where four people in a sled steer 
through an ice covered course to get to the finish faster 
than the other teams. Since it never snows in Jamaica, 
that seems like an amazing accomplishment.

Jamaicans always offer help to one another and 
are rarely rude. They love their music and the most 
popular types are Reggae, Soca, and Calypso. The 
famous singer Robert Nesta Marley (Bob Marley) was 
from Jamaica.

Jamaicans speak a language called Patois (pa-twA). 
Because the island was once a colony of France, Spain, 
and Great Britain, Patois is a mix of all these languages. 
Since everyone at Franklin already speaks two, or 
even three languages, I think you can learn another? 
If not, be sure to take this dictionary when you visit my 
amazing island.

Culture

English Patois

I will be right back Mi soon come

Eat Nyam(nee-Am)

I don’t care Mi nuh biznizz

Over there Ova deh

Go away Move fra ya suh

Whats up? Wah gwaan,  
Whappen,  
Whe yu a seh

Excellent Wicked

Yes/No Yah mon/Nah mon

Ok Irie

Are you ready? Ounu (oo-NU) ready

 TAKE ME TO
   JAMAICA
                 By Reid Mahoney
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There is an invasion happening.  Almost 
unstoppable!  A digital force that has consumed almost 
ten million people worldwide.  It’s called POKEMON!

 Pokemon was created by a Japanese man 
named Satoshi Tajiri. He was inspired by the 
time he spent as a child hunting bugs, and by 
playing early videogames. In fact, one year 
the local arcade owner gave him his own 
arcade machine for his birthday. Tajiri was 
diagnosed with autism that made him very 
interested in some things and completely 
disinterested in other things. For him, this 
disorder proved to be quite beneficial. 

Satoshi first pitched his Pokemon idea to Nintendo 
for their Gameboys, but was told that the game was 
too complicated and costly. However, he had one 
supporter: the creator of Donkey Kong, Shigeru 
Miyamoto, who threatened to leave Nintendo if the 
Pokemon game was not created. Initially, the game 
came out on cards, and later, as the videogame that 
many of you love.

Marshall Feliciano, an avid Pokemon fan since 
the 1990s, says that most people got into Pokemon 
because it was Anime, a form of Japanese animation. 
Today, Pokemon is internationally renowned, evolving 
to include a TV show, its own airplane, and Pokemon 
Go.  But even though Pokemon Go is quite popular, it 

has a lot of controversy surrounding it.  Some people 
are so addicted to it, they play it in the car while driving!  
Pokemon Go is even played in cemeteries and memorial 
sites, which many people find disrespectful since those 

places were built for a much more solemn 
purpose.  Despite this, Pokemon Go is 
still growing quickly, rated the world’s 
most popular game in 2016!  Everyone 
has their favorite. “My favorite versions 
were the original Red and Blue and my 
favorite Pokemon cards were Vallum and 
Charizard,” said Marshall.

The original 150 Pokemon have now 
tripled in number, which makes it quite 

confusing for long time players like Marshall. “Most 
of the original Pokemon cards are easy to remember,” 
says Marshall, “But, I don’t keep up with the new ones.” 
Despite the 
changes, Marshall 
continues to play 
Pokemon GO 
almost 22 years 
after the original 
was launched---
proof that it is still 
a ton of fun! 

Emojis. There are three ways to describe these 
icons. Diabolical, overtakers, and the worst of all… SO 
CUTE. But can these little images that pop up on the 
screen to show your emotions be powerful enough 
to take over words, the entire English language, OR 
EVEN THE WORLD!?

Some experts are worried about adorable emojis 
hurting the English language. According to Weird.
com (a website that informs about things that are 
happening in media), “ Emojis are so popular they’re 
killing off netspeak. The more we use , the less we use 
LOL and OMG. In essence, we’re watching the birth of 
a new type of language.” 
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Face it, we all love electronics. But using them all 
the time is not healthy, so listen up couch potatoes! 
By getting up and exercising, you’ll feel stronger than 
if you just play video games and eat that whole bag 
of potato chips. That’s because exercise releases a 
“happy chemical” in our brains called Dopamine, a 
neurochemical necessary for feelings of satisfaction, 
happiness, and pleasure.

Look out the window of your car. How many 
passengers do you see on electronics? 8 out of 10? 
Most likely, most people will be using their phones and 
tablets. Experts say that at the age of 2, you shouldn’t 
be watching any screens at all--tablets or television. 
And kids in elementary school, like us, should spend 
no more than 2 hours on an electronic device each 
day, including homework. 

It is very likely that most students are going over the 
suggested limit. According to a 2012 report on media 
consumption, kids from 3-5 years old are spending 
3 hours a day on electronic devices, kids from 6-11 
years old are spending 4-5 hours, and teenagers 
are spending 6.5 hours.  That’s each day! As smart 
children, we need to change this! But how? One idea 
is to start setting goals for yourself to reduce the time 
you spend on electronics and continue progressively 
lessening the time each week. Another answer is 
exercise! The average child/teenager should get 
at least 1 hour of exercise a day but according to a 
2009 study by Schulz, Anner, and Hills, only 42% of 

children from the age 6 to 11 get enough exercise 
each day. 

Exercise does way more for us than just keep 
our bodies strong. Exercise can also lower the risk 
of getting certain diseases. It also helps our minds, 
by reducing stress. Exercise will also help you sleep 
better, which may help Franklin students behave better 
-- something our teachers will definitely appreciate. 
Electronics might have all those cool games that you 
can’t wait to play after you get home from school, but 
trust me, if you find a physical activity, whether it’s 
baseball, running, or ice skating, you will be in a better 
mood in no time. 

Suzanne Rico, journalist and News Club advisor, 
believes kids and parents need to control their use of 
electronics.  “I couldn’t live without my iPhone, but I 
do realize that they are addictive,” she says. “So I think 
people need to use them in moderation. Especially 
kids! After all, do you want your whole childhood to 
go by with your head buried in a device?”

There are lots of other options to picking up an 
electronic device. Read a book! Socialize! Draw! 
Write! I encourage you to find something that you 
love doing. Try it! You’ll be engaging your brain in a 
way electronics never can. 

THE TROUBLES 
OF TECH   

 By Gianna DeSimone

GET UP AND GO!
 THE HISTORY OF    

           By Luca Geiger

Tech

It is language that has many people split in their 
opinions of emojis, especially kids! “Emojis are the 
cutest!” said one student at Franklin. “They help my 
emotions show through texting and there are so many 

to choose from!”  But another student said she hated 
the little faces. “Because they are too cute, everybody 
is obsessed with them, and they are just too colorful.” 

But what do the experts think? “Emojis will cause 
the death of English,” believe the folks at The Toast.
net. “And that’s the other thing that we mean when 
we say “language”—a particular, conventionalized 
system for representing abstract meaning, like English 
or Japanese or ASL.” From the evidence that we have 
from the expert sources, and the kids at our school, 
and the love shown to emojis, it is indeed possible 
that emojis… will...take over... THE WORLD! 

WILL EMOJIS 

TAKE OVER 
WORDS? 

By Kendall Smith
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TROPICAL WONDERS
by Zack Romberger, Nathan Scherrer,  
Sofia Samuelson and Stella Ceo

Waking to the morning breeze
The magnificent weather puts me 
 at ease. 
The wonderful waffles on my plate
I can’t wait to stuff my face.

Splashing through the ocean waves
I feel like nothing’s in my way.
Climbing up the big rock wall
It feels like it was 300 feet tall.

Snorkling was a fantasy
While beathing through the mask 
was heavenly
Catalina was a blast
I’m so sad it didn’t last.

COMPUTER
by Gianpaolo Toia 

Ho tre computer perfetti,
con due tastiere colorate.
Ho due mouse con tanta energia.
I videogiochi fanno andare via  
 l’oscurita .̀
Adesso mi sto spegnendo.

DREAMS
by Keya Chaudhuri, Amethyst Vázquez,  
Sebastian Rodriguez and Rodrigo Marquez

Dreams are like wispy clouds in  
 my head
Swirling through blue skies.
Though sometimes dreams  
 are storms
That make everyone run and hide.

There are storms like monsters
Creeping in on Hallow’s Eve,
And sometimes when I don’t know it
They come and pounce on me.

But these monsters don’t scare  
 me away
I will never run from my dreams.
Even if I’m stuck chasing my tail 
round and round
Like a dog with troubling fleas.

Finally the sun comes out
Streams of light peeking in.
And I am no longer cursed
By the monsters’ nasty sin.

PENSARE 
by Dominic De Simone 

Quando vado via penso ai miei  
 genitori.
Quando vado a casa penso agli  
 amici.
Quando vado a scuola, penso agli  
 animali di casa. 

FRIENDSHIP
by Ellysée Baker, Brian Guevara, 
Isabella Nelson and Monet Ayala

Some are real,
Some are false
And real ones come 
With long hauls.

Taking, texting through the night,
But even best friends
Break out into fights.

Over the years,
We’ve made many friends.
And now we fear 
It might come to an end.

OSCURITA` 
by Romeo Portillo

Oscurita ,̀ oscurita .̀
E`  il mio amico preferito.
Molto silenzioso e molto timido.
E` come una camera senza finestre  
 o porte,
solo silenzio e solo nero.
Oscurita` e` l’assenza di luce e  
 suono.
Nero, nero, nero.
L’oscurita` uccide la tua anima
e ti fa cambiare TANTISSIMO.
L’oscurita` e` come un demone
che ti segue per SEMPRE e  
 DAPPERTUTTO.
OSCURITA.̀

STRADA GIUSTA 
by Timothy De Simone
Io sono una persona.
Ma non una normale.
Io sono come un mostro,
a cui nessuno vuole stare vicino.
E nessuno lo sa dov’ero,
o dove andro .̀
Ma dalla mia prospettiva,
io sono un uccello matto
che sta andando in un posto senza  
 ritorno.

THE FLOW OF TIME
by Giulian Borrelli, Casandra Díaz-Torres,
Noah Durry and Madalyn Macgregor

This year was long and hard,
With many hills to climb.
Even though it felt like it flew by,
Like raven in the sky.

Although the journey was  
 challenging,
We were destined to complete it,
Like the bird completing its nest.

Full of fun and surprises,
It gave us confidence and pride,
Like the alpha wolf with its pack.

AUTUMN
by Zoe Vergow, Julián Gómez and Elliott Cole

Autumn is the time when 
 leaves fall,
Autumn is the time when 
 colors flow.

Colors of red and yellow,
When the earth is mellow like a 
marshmallow.

OSCURITA` E LUCE
by Dino Hunter

Non si puo` avere luce senza 
 oscurita ,̀
non si puo` avere futuro senza 
 passato,
non si puo` avere vita senza morte,
non si puo` avere giorno senza 
 notte,
non si puo` avere bene senza male,
non si puo` avere pace senza
 guerra.

    Words

s n t y n a t u r e n f t u m n z l

p o e d a y n l a n e r r r s t y z

i a w b c s t m i r a s g q q h a x

r d i l u v r m l b t h i v u e p e

t b c h o q a v q m r s l j j a q p

d z w j p j l t u h x a e k l t h h

l a k m n m r d k g w p r n q e r r   

e g h e n c g t j g p n l y c r c e

i i b a o n b r i e b f m z m r h c

f l j z o a e a t i k i a n z p o e

s l x c s y f p d q a t c d o b n s

n e w s p a p e r l d b z f l a g s

o n b l g e r m a n w m q o e b k e

i a t e k z w u g i t a l i a n l g

p i l a n g u a g e s o k h r c v l

n k j h a n d b a l l f r n i s y j

o i z r p t k c o k i e s t z j h x

i t y n b p h k r o q c r e n y o n
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There is a feud that has been flaming on since the 
dawn of man. Who is more annoying, boys or girls? 
Boys think one thing and girls think another--always 
fighting about which side is right. In the course of this 
feud, most have been annoyed by the other side and 
some have even been drawn to anger. That’s why I 
have set out to finally settle the age old question--
once and for all! 

Boys and girls fight because they think different 
things. One stereotypical thing boys find annoying 
is that girls are always worrying about their physical 
appearance or how they look. Another thing about 
girls that guys think is annoying is that they are often 
caught talking about love or obsessing over boys. Too 
emotional!  But most of all, boys hate…“Cooties”! 
Perhaps, boys should remember that “Cooties” are 
just a fictional thing. 

On the other hand, girls have some valid reasons 
to think that boys are more annoying. For example, 
girls think that boys don’t care enough about feelings 
and that they are only focused on fart jokes and 
sports. Also, girls think boys can be disgusting and 
rude, not listening to a word they say. Girls also think 
that boys are annoying because boys can’t seem to 
have a serious conversation with them.

For you to get a better idea of this feud, I turned to 
the Franklin student body, asking five different boys and 
girls about which gender they think is more annoying. 
One girl said “Boys are more annoying because they 

constantly bug 
p e o p l e . . . j u s t 
because they 
can.” Another 
girl said “Boys 
are more annoying because they think that being 
stupid and annoying is cool.” The last girl said “When 
one boy is annoying, it gives her a bad impression for 
all the other boys in general.”

But what about the boys’ opinion? The first boy 
I interviewed said “Girls are more annoying because 
they never listen to what boys have to say.” The other 
boy said “Girls are more annoying because they are 
always complaining about the little things.” 

Now...the moment you’ve all been waiting for! 
Although, I think boys are more annoying, I will be 
looking at this from a scientific standpoint instead 
of an emotional one. According to a neurological 
and reaction study done at Montana University, girls’ 
minds mature faster then boys and boys tend to stay 
“sillier” for longer. So, since boys tend to be more 
immature, scientifically boys are more annoying. Sorry 
guys, I had to stay on the logical side of this one. 

So, finally, in this day and age, we should have 
peace among boys and girls. The genders should 
accept each other--even the annoying parts-- and live 
in harmony and unity. Now that we know who is more 
annoying, students can stop pulling pranks and care 
for each other like one big happy family. 
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