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Before You Read: Predicting
Scan the title of the chapter and lesson titles. Write 
three questions you think might be answered in the 
chapter. One example is:

How are Japan, Korea, and the kingdoms of 
Southeast Asia alike in their geography?

If you find the answer to one of your questions as you 
read, write it down in your notebook.

Big Ideas About East and Southeast Asia
Geography Many geographic factors influence history.
The closeness of Japan, Korea, and mainland Southeast 
Asia to China influenced their development. China has been 
one of the world’s largest and most powerful countries for 
much of the past 5,000 years. Its ideas, culture, and even 
political control spread into neighboring regions. India, 
another powerful country in Asia, also extended its culture 
in the area.
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Background: You may have heard about the samurai warriors
of Japan. Japanese lords used these well-trained fighters to defend
their lands against enemies. Samurai means “one who serves.”
Some samurai were prepared from birth to become warriors.
Usually, their fathers and grandfathers were also samurai.

Future samurai received a special education. They trained
in fighting skills. But the most important lesson was learning
the warrior code, or bushido (BUSH•ih•DOH). This code of
honor emphasized loyalty and bravery above all else.

As you read, imagine you are in Japan in the 1300s. You
are watching a 15-year-old boy complete the final day of his
training to become a samurai.

Mask worn by actor portraying a samurai
in Japanese noh drama, 1300s

!
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Starting with a Story

omorrow, Yoro will go through the ceremony to become a samurai.
He will receive his first sword, the samurai’s most important weapon.
But today he must rise early to complete the final day of training.

As he has done each day before, Yoro will learn the skills of a warrior and
how to live by the warrior’s code of honor, bushido. His first act is to report
to the master, who himself was a famous samurai.

Then, Yoro practices riding a horse and shooting a bow. A samurai
rides into battle on horseback. Next comes unarmed fighting skills, for it
is possible to lose your weapons in battle. Yoro finishes his morning by
practicing wrestling and jujitsu (a self-defense skill like modern judo) with
other pupils. In the afternoon, the master gives instruction on one of the
samurai’s most important skills—sword fighting. Over the years, Yoro
has developed strength, speed, and accuracy.

Finally, as his last day as a student ends, Yoro studies meditation,
or mental exercises. Being a samurai requires more than skill at using
weapons. It is not enough to train the body. You must also prepare the
mind. A samurai must always be alert. Life depends on it!

From tomorrow onward, Yoro must be ready to fight for his lord at any
moment. Death in service to the lord is a great honor. Still, the students
have been taught by a Buddhist monk not to rush to sacrifice their lives.
The monk cautions, “What is your purpose? . . . If you are in such reckless
haste to seek death at the hands of the enemy, who is there to succeed
you?” Yoro’s commitment is to serve—in life as long as he can, in death
if necessary. Tomorrow that service begins!

How important do you think the warrior
code was to the Japanese?

1. READING: Theme Identify and analyze the themes
you see at work in this story about warriors and their
code of honor.

2. WRITING: Response to Literature Imagine you are
a Japanese youth training to become a samurai. Consider
the code of honor you must follow. Write a short essay
explaining how important it is to live by the warrior code.
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Lesson

1
MAIN IDEAS

Geography Japan’s development was
influenced by its landforms, its climate, and its
closeness to China and Korea.

Government Prince Shotoku wrote Japan’s
first constitution and also brought Chinese
culture to Japan.

Culture The Japanese developed distinctive
family and social structures.

TAKING NOTES
Reading Skill: Summarizing
When you summarize, you restate a paragraph,
passage, or chapter in fewer words. In Lesson 1,
summarize each of the main sections using the
chart below.

! Floating Shinto Gate
Shrines where Shinto
believers worship are
marked by a gate, or torii.
Shinto is the traditional
religion of Japan.

Skillbuilder Handbook, page R3

Section Summary
The effect of geography 
on Japan
Early Japanese society

The reign of Prince 
Shotoku
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abundant more
than enough; plentiful
(page 251)

The abundant fish in the
nearby ocean could have
provided enough food for an
even larger population.

lush covered with plant
growth (page 252)

Visitors were amazed by
the great variety of plants
that covered the island’s
lush landscape.

blood descended from
a common ancestor
(page 252)

Their friendship was so
close that people sometimes
thought they were related
by blood.

Words to Know
Understanding the following words will help you read this lesson:



Land of the 
Rising Sun
Build on What You Know How would you be affected by 
a bigger and stronger neighbor? Japan, the much smaller island 
neighbor of China, would feel Chinese influence for centuries.

The Effect of Geography on Japan
ESSENTIAL QUESTION How was Japan’s development influenced by 
its landforms, its climate, and its closeness to China and Korea?

According to legend, Japan was formed from drops of water. The 
drops fell from a jeweled spear that a god had dipped into the 
ocean. Each drop formed one of the four large and more than 
4,000 small mountainous islands that make up Japan.

Landforms and Climate Japan is located 120 miles off the 
coast of Asia. In some ways, it is a difficult place in which to live. 
Only 15 percent of the land is flat enough for farming. Volcanoes, 
earthquakes, tidal waves, and hurricanes are a constant danger. 
Also, the islands have few natural fuels such as coal and oil. 

But Japan has advantages too. It has a mild climate with 
plenty of rain. So, rice grows well there. Because Japan is an 
island, the ocean provides abundant fish for food. It also provides 
protection from invasion. This is a form of defense that mainland 
civilizations of East Asia, like China and Korea, did not have.

The ancestors of most Japanese came from East Asia in the 
300s B.C.B.C. Because of Japan’s separation from the mainland, fewer 
immigrants moved there than to other places.

TERMS & NAMES

Shinto

regent

Prince Shotoku

embassy

Mount Fuji This 
cone-shaped, dormant 
volcano is one of 
Japan’s most widely 
recognized symbols. !
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Nature Inspires Japanese Culture Japan’s many mountains 
and frequent rainfall have resulted in lush green lands. Japanese 
culture often expresses a love of this natural beauty. One form of 
expression is the traditional religion known as ShintoShinto. Shinto means 
“way of the gods.” It is based on respect for nature and ancestors. 
According to Shinto, rocks, trees, rivers, and other natural objects are 
often home to divine spirits. One of Japan’s most honored objects is 
Mount Fuji, its tallest mountain, shown on the previous page.

Japan’s Influential 
Neighbors—China and Korea
Japan’s closest neighbors are China 
and Korea. Both countries influenced 
Japan, but the powerful Chinese 
civilization had the strongest impact. 
(See chart at right and map on page 
276.) China, in fact, gave Japan its 
name. The Chinese referred to the 
islands to the east as “the land of 
the rising sun,” which is Nippon in 
Japanese. Nippon is what the Japanese 
call their country.

What areas of Japanese culture were influenced by China?

Early Japanese Society
ESSENTIAL QUESTION What was the structure of early Japanese society?

Early Japan was divided into clans. These were families of people who 
were related by blood or marriage. Clans often fought one another for 
land. Land was the main source of wealth and power because so little 
of it was available for cultivation. 

Structure of Japanese Society Japanese society remained 
organized around large and powerful clans for centuries. Each clan 
was led by a few powerful nobles. They were the only people in Japan 
known by both a family name and an individual name. Most Japanese 
were common workers. They usually lived in villages and farmed or 
fished. Some had special skills, such as making pottery or weaving 
cloth. Some people in Japan were enslaved. Slaves were usually forced 
to cook, clean, or take care of the house of a noble. 

The Shinto religion was a strong unifying force in Japanese society. 
For example, noble families and their workers and slaves all honored 
the same divine spirits and ancestors.

Chinese Influences on Japan
Areas of 
Influence

How Japan Adapted 
Chinese Influences

Religion Combined Buddhism with traditional 
Shinto rituals

Government Adopted principles of Confucianism for 
Japanese government

Writing 
System

Used Chinese characters to stand for 
additional ideas and sounds in language

Arts Employed Chinese techniques and themes, 
especially in landscape painting

Agriculture Adapted Chinese wet-field rice cultivation 
to Japan’s island environment
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Japan’s Emperors In the 400s, the Yamato clan of central Japan 
established itself as the most powerful clan. Japan’s first emperors 
came from Yamato families. According to tradition, members of the 
Yamato clan were descendants of the sun goddess. Emperors are 
considered to be human, but because of this tradition, the Japanese 
also treat them as divine, which means godlike. The emperor claimed 
to rule, but military leaders usually held the real power. Rivals within 
the Yamato clan fought one another to gain this power. 

Since Japan rarely changed emperors, the country appeared very 
stable. If a child succeeded to the throne, a regentregent was appointed. This 
official would rule until the child was old enough. One of Japan’s most 
important regents was Prince ShotokuPrince Shotoku (SHOH•toh•KOUKOU).

Who held real power in early Japanese society?

The Reign of Prince Shotoku
ESSENTIAL QUESTION What role did Prince Shotoku play 
in Japanese history?

Prince Shotoku was asked by his aunt, Empress Suiko 
(SWEE•koh) the first woman to be ruler, to act as 
her regent. Shotoku held power from 593 to 622.

Shotoku Introduces Chinese Culture
Prince Shotoku was impressed by Chinese 
culture. He encouraged the Japanese to 
learn from their powerful neighbor. 
Shotoku sent Japanese scholars and 
artists to China to study Chinese 
society. He also welcomed skilled 
workers from China to Japan. 

Shotoku opened a Japanese 
embassy in China. An embassyembassy is an 
office of a government in another 
country. He created guidelines for 
Japanese leaders that were based 
on Confucian principles, such 
as hard work and obedience to 
authority. (See Chapter 7, Lesson 1.) 
These guidelines are known as the 
Seventeen Article Constitution. 

Prince Shotoku The seventh-century Japanese 
regent is shown with his two sons. !
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Homework Helper
ClassZone.com

Shotoku Promotes Buddhism An aspect of Chinese culture
that impressed Shotoku was Buddhism. With his support, it began
to spread quickly in Japan. At first, Buddhism challenged Shinto,
the traditional Japanese belief system. But Buddhism was based on
the teachings of the Buddha, who was born in India, not Japan. So
Shotoku’s support of Buddhism met opposition. Eventually, most
Japanese blended the religions. They accepted Buddhism but
shaped it according to traditional Japanese customs. They also
continued to practice Shinto. As people adopted Buddhism, they
became more aware of other aspects of Chinese culture.

What was the most lasting effect of Shotoku’s reign?

Lesson Summary
• Japan’s island location and its proximity to China and

Korea affected its development.

• Japanese emperors reigned but had little power.

• Prince Shotoku introduced Chinese culture to Japan.

Why It Matters Now . . .
Japanese society continues to adapt influences from other cultures.
This type of creative borrowing is a common theme in history.

1
Terms & Names
1. Explain the importance of

Shinto Prince Shotoku
regent embassy

Using Your Notes
Summarizing Use your completed chart to answer
the following question:
2. What is important about the geography of Japan?

Main Ideas
3. Why was Japan influenced by its closeness

to China?
4. How did Prince Shotoku change Japan?
5. What was the structure of society like during

Prince Shotoku’s reign?

Critical Thinking
6. Understanding Cause and Effect How did

geography affect the diet of people in Japan?
7. Making Inferences Why would the Yamato

clan’s claim to be descended from the sun
goddess affect its power?

Writing a Letter Imagine you are living in Japan under the rule of Prince Shotoku. Write a letter
to him describing your reaction to the influence of China on Japanese culture.

! Early Japanese
Warrior This red
earthenware
sculpture shows
a warrior of the
time of Prince
Shotuku.

Section Summary
The effect of geography 
on Japan
Early Japanese society

The reign of Prince 
Shotoku
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Extend Lesson 1

Materials & Supplies
• poster board
• markers
• scissors
• glue stick
• construction paper
• magazines
• books or Internet

research on Japan

Make a Poster
Goal: To understand Japanese society and family life in the
seventh century by creating a poster that shows various aspects
of life during the period

Prepare
1 Read the information on life in Japan on pages 251 to 254

of this chapter. Research seventh-century Japan in books or
on the Internet.

2 Pay special attention to the images in this chapter and those
found in your research.

Do the Activity
1 Select four or five aspects of Japanese life that you would

like to show, such as activities of daily life.

2 Make a rough sketch of your poster design on a separate
sheet of paper.

3 Draw illustrations for each aspect, or cut out appropriate
visuals and glue them to the poster. You may use a
combination of both drawn and applied visuals.

4 Write a brief explanatory sentence below each aspect
of Japanese life that you are showing.

Follow-Up
How well does the poster you produced show life
in Japan during the seventh century?

Extension
Making a Presentation Show your
poster to the class. Explain why you
selected the aspects of Japanese life
that are illustrated on your poster.
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Lesson

2
MAIN IDEAS

Religion The Japanese adopted the forms 
of Buddhism that best met their needs.

Culture The Japanese developed unique 
forms of literature and drama.

Culture The Japanese arts reflected a love 
of natural beauty.

TAKING NOTES
Reading Skill: Categorizing
Sorting information into groups helps you 
understand patterns in history. In Lesson 2, look 
for three categories of Japanese culture and 
details about each one. Record the information on 
a web diagram like the one below.

! The Buddha This wooden 
sculpture from the 1100s 
shows the Buddha as a 
“healer,” with a medicine 
jar in his left hand.

Religion Literature 
and Drama

The Arts

Japanese
Culture

Skillbuilder Handbook, page R6
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Words to Know
Understanding the following words will help you read this lesson:

diary written record of 
a person’s thoughts and 
experiences (page 258)

Diaries of historical figures 
often tell details about daily 
life in the past.

syllable word or word 
part pronounced as a 
single sound (page 260)

The word Japanese has 
three syllables.

scroll a roll of 
parchment or paper 
on which something 
is written or painted 
(page 260)

Some Japanese artists made 
paintings on scrolls that are 
several feet long.



Growth of 
Japanese Culture
Build on What You Know As you learned, Japan was 
influenced by Chinese culture. But the genius of the Japanese was 
their ability to adapt foreign customs and ideas to meet their own 
needs. A very important Chinese influence was Buddhism. 

Japanese Forms of Buddhism
ESSENTIAL QUESTION How did the Japanese adapt Buddhism?

Buddhism began in India in the 500s B.C.B.C. It was based on the 
teachings of Siddhartha Gautama. (See Chapter 7.) Buddhism 
spread to China and then Korea. It arrived in Japan in the A.D.A.D. 500s. 

Buddhism Spreads in Japan Because Buddhism had the 
support of Prince Shotoku, it spread rapidly in Japan. It did not
replace Japan’s ancient Shinto religion, but was practiced alongside 
it. Buddhism had a powerful influence on Japanese culture. It 
was popular first with the nobility and later with the common 
people. The Buddhist belief that peace and happiness could be 
gained by leading a life of virtue and wisdom appealed to many.

Different forms, or sects, of Buddhism developed in Japan over 
the centuries. Tendai Buddhism focused on the intensive study 
of texts. Shingon attracted followers who appreciated its complex 
rituals. Amida, or Pure Land, included a belief that people 
might have salvation in a pure land after their death. Zen held 
that something precious and divine exists in each person.

TERMS & NAMES

Zen

noh

kabuki

Lady Murasaki 
Shikibu

haiku

Connect to Today

Zen Garden These 
gardens of rocks and 
gravel provide peaceful 
surroundings. !
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Zen Buddhism Some Buddhist sects flourished while others died 
out. The Japanese adopted the forms whose beliefs and practices 
best met their preferences and needs. Beginning in the 1100s, ZenZen
became more and more common. It put emphasis on self-discipline, 
simplicity, and meditation. In fact, the word Zen means “meditation.” 
Followers believed that quiet reflection was more useful than 
performing ceremonies or studying scriptures. In some ways, Zen was 
very simple. It focused on the individual’s attempt to achieve inner 
peace rather than on the idea of salvation.

As a major school of Buddhism, Zen had a great influence on 
Japanese culture. Samurai favored it because they thought it would 
give them inner peace and help them in battle. Some artists liked its 
combination of simplicity and boldness. They reflected these qualities 
in drawings by using just black ink and making strong, dark lines. 
Zen later spread to other countries and became popular in the West.

How was Japanese society affected by Buddhism?

A Golden Age of Literature and Drama
ESSENTIAL QUESTION What is unique about Japanese literature and drama?

A great period of literature in Japanese history began in the 800s. People 
today still read diaries, essays, and novels written at this time.

Japanese Writing Systems Another aspect of China’s 
culture that Japan adopted was its writing system. By about 
400, the Japanese had begun using Chinese characters to 
write Japanese words. Like the Chinese, the Japanese used 
characters to stand for specific objects, actions, or ideas. 
(See the illustration on page 260.) Later, they also used 
characters to stand for certain sounds. These characters 
worked like letters or syllables in English.

Today Japanese writing includes both letters and 
characters. While Japanese writing was influenced 
by China, its language is related to that of Korea.
You will read about Korea in Lesson 4.

Japanese Drama Japan’s long tradition of 
drama dates back to the 600s. It began with people 
performing Shinto dances at religious shrines. 
Then, in the 1300s, actors developed a special type 
of drama called nohnoh. Noh plays were often retellings 
of legends and folktales. Actors wore painted wooden 

Kabuki Actor 
This kabuki 
actor is dressed 
as a warrior. !
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masks to show various emotions and used gestures, costumes, and
music to tell the story. Most noh actors were men. The plays were
performed for both upper classes and common people.

In the early 1600s, another style of drama called kabukikabuki
(kuh•BOO•kee) developed. It combined melodramatic singing and
dancing with elaborate costumes and heavy makeup. This type of
drama was more informal than noh. Its themes often dealt with
common people. Kabuki was, and still is, performed by men. Both
noh and kabuki remain popular today.

The Tale of Genji In the early 800s, Japan ended diplomatic
relations with China. Some Japanese leaders felt they had learned
enough from the Chinese. China’s influence remained, but Japan
developed its own cultural traditions. This was especially true in
literature. One of Japan’s finest writers was Lady Murasaki ShikibuLady Murasaki Shikibu
(MOO•rah•SAH•kee SHEE•kee•BOOBOO). She lived at the emperor’s court
in the early 1000s.

Murasaki wrote The Tale of Genji, a book about the life of a prince
in the imperial court. Her book is important in the development
of literature. Earlier books in Japan and elsewhere either retold old
myths or were collections of stories. Genji is a long, realistic story
focused on one individual. These characteristics make it the world’s
first important novel.

from The Tale of Genji
By Lady Murasaki Shikibu
Translated by Edward G. Seidensticker

The royal excursion1 to the Suzaki palace took
place toward the middle of the Tenth Month.
. . . On the day of the excursion the emperor
was attended by his whole court, the princes
and the rest. The crown prince too was present.
Music came from boats rowed out over the
lake, and there was an infinite2 variety of
Chinese and Korean dancing. Reed and string
and drum echoed through the grounds.

1. excursion: short trip.
2. infinite: immeasurably great or large.

Background: Lady Murasaki’s
book, The Tale of Genji, provides
detailed descriptions of Japanese
customs and values. It is an excellent
primary source for historians.

DOCUMENT–BASED QUESTION
How can you tell from this excerpt
that Japan was influenced by other
cultures?

Primary Source
Handbook

See the excerpt
from The Tale of Genji,
page R44.
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Japanese Poetry Japanese poets often wrote about the sadness 
of rejected love or the beauty of nature. Some of the most popular 
Japanese poems are very short compared with the poetry of other 
countries. One shorter form of poetry is called haikuhaiku. It has just 17 
syllables—three lines of 5, 7, and 5 syllables. Matsuo Basho, who lived 
in the 1600s, was a great haiku poet. He wrote poems that had the 
quiet, reflective spirit of Zen, such as this one about a pond.

An old silent pond . . .
Into the pond a frog jumps,
splash! Silence again.

What new forms of literature and drama did the Japanese develop?

Distinctive Japanese Arts
ESSENTIAL QUESTION What themes are reflected in Japanese arts?

Two themes often expressed in Japanese literature and drama are 
simplicity and a love of natural beauty. These themes also appear in 
many forms of Japanese art.

Calligraphy and Painting Like the Chinese, the Japanese wrote 
with brushes and ink on paper. They considered writing a way 
to express beauty. Calligraphy is the art of beautiful writing. 
Each character is painted in a set order of brush strokes. But 
calligraphers vary the shapes and sizes of characters to suggest 
different meanings. 

Brush painting with ink on paper scrolls and silk began 
in the 600s. Typical Japanese designs are very detailed. They 
depict landscapes, historical events, and daily life. Sometimes 
a short description is written on the art itself. (See painting 
on page 267.) 

! The Scholarly Arts
These Japanese 
gentlemen are practicing 
what the Chinese called 
the four scholarly arts—
chess, lute playing, 
calligraphy, and painting.

Japanese calligraphy: 
This is the character for 
the word eternal.

Visual Vocabulary
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Religion Literature 
and Drama

The Arts

Japanese
Culture

Homework Helper
ClassZone.com

Flower Arranging and Gardening The art of flower arranging
was another tradition that Buddhists brought to Japan. People
emphasized simple arrangements. They tried to highlight the natural
beauty of flowers. Bonsai is the art of growing miniature trees or
shrubs in small pots or trays.

Landscape gardeners also tried to create places that would show the
beauty of nature. Zen-inspired gardens (shown on page 257) are
designed to help people think quietly. These gardens are arranged
with rocks and pathways and few flowers or trees. Gardening and
flower arranging remain important art forms in Japan today.

How did Japanese culture reflect an interest in natural beauty?

Lesson Summary
• Several forms of Buddhism were adopted in Japan,

and Zen became one of the most popular.

• Noh, kabuki, and haiku are distinctive forms of drama
and literature that developed in Japan.

• Japanese art shows a love of natural beauty.

Why It Matters Now . . .
The Japanese adopted ideas and developed distinctive cultural practices
that are an important part of Japanese life today.

2
Terms & Names
1. Explain the importance of

Zen kabuki haiku
noh Lady Murasaki Shikibu

Using Your Notes
Categorizing Use your completed web diagram to
answer the following question:
2. What is one statement that characterizes the

development of Japanese culture?

Main Ideas
3. Why did the Japanese adapt different forms

of Buddhism?
4. How was Japanese literature unlike that of

other countries?
5. How does Japanese art reflect a love of

natural beauty?

Critical Thinking
6. Making Generalizations Why did Zen

Buddhism appeal to many Japanese?
7. Understanding Cause and Effect How might

Japan’s culture have developed differently without
Chinese influence?

Writing Poetry Write a haiku about a topic in nature. Use the pattern of syllables described on
page 260.

Bonsai Tree Most
bonsai trees are two
inches to three feet
tall and are kept
small by cutting and
shaping. !
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Extend Lesson 2

Narrator
Kusunoki: commanding general of emperor’s troops

Satsuma: (saht•SOO•ma) an important samurai officer

Yukio: (YUK•ee•oh) a samurai captain 

Samurai 1
Samurai 2
Samurai 3

Cast of Characters

Background: For much of Japanese history, the 
emperor did not have real power. He held the title 
of a ruler, but military leaders actually controlled the 
government. Then, in 1318, a new emperor named 
Godaigo (GOH•DY•goh) took the throne. He wanted 
to rule the country himself.
 The military government, called the bakufu 
(BAH•koo•foo), fought Godaigo’s attempts to exercise 
power. In 1332, about 1,000 of the emperor’s troops were 
trapped inside Chihaya (chee•HAH•yah) Castle. An army 
of 10,000 bakufu soldiers was camped outside. A warrior 
chieftain named Kusunoki Masashige (KUS•un•OH•kee 
MAHS•ah•SHEE•geh) led the emperor’s troops.

Samurai Armor Samurai 
warriors wore elegant 
iron-plated armor. !
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Narrator: Satsuma, Yukio, and General 
Kusunoki walk along the top of the outer wall of 
Chihaya Castle. Banners have been erected along 
the top of the wall. The banners whip violently 
in the harsh wind.

Kusunoki: Good evening, Satsuma. I see the 
men have returned from their raid.

Satsuma: Yes, General, the raid has been 
a great success. As you ordered, we stole the 
bakufu banners and put them up on our walls. 
Now the bakufu are challenged to come get 
them. Their shame is great.

Kusunoki: Their shame will not win us the 
battle. We have upset them, yes. But they still 
outnumber us ten to one. Unless we find a way 
to lower the odds, the shame of defeat will be 
ours, not theirs.

Satsuma: But General, how can this happen 
without losing the lives of many of our men?

Kusunoki: By not using our men to 
fight them.

Yukio: I don’t understand.

Kusunoki: Yukio, I want the samurai of your 
battalion to make dolls.

Yukio: (astonished) Dolls, General?

Kusunoki: Yes, life-sized dolls made out 
of straw. Have the samurai clothe them well—
with armor, shields, and helmets—as befits our 
best troops.

Yukio: Uh . . . yes, general.

Satsuma: I have a feeling some new trickery 
awaits our enemy.

Narrator: Several samurai put armor 
on the straw dolls.

(continued)

! Fortified Castles
Castles, like Himeji 
Castle shown here, were 
mainly built for defense. 
So they were usually 
located on rocky cliffs.
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Samurai 1: Will someone tell me why we 
are putting our best armor and weapons on 
straw dummies?

Samurai 2: I don’t know. I just do as I am told.

Samurai 1: There are nearly 30 of them. And 
we have to finish in an hour.

Samurai 3: You should not complain so. 
Have you forgotten how, at the Battle of Akasaka, 
Kusunoki had us build a false outer wall for the 
castle? When our enemy attacked, the wall fell 
upon them and killed many. No doubt this is some 
new strategy of the general’s to defeat our foes.

Narrator: During the night, some of the 
emperor’s troops sneak out from the castle and 
place the straw soldiers in a grove of trees at the 
foot of the castle. At dawn, the mist begins to lift. 
Kusunoki and Satsuma stand on the outer wall 
and observe the battlefield.

Kusunoki: Are the archers ready?

Satsuma: Yes, General.

Kusunoki: Now we will let our enemy’s desire 
to avenge the stolen banners work against them. 
Have the archers shout a great battle cry.

Narrator: About 500 archers near the inside 
of the gate shout boldly, “If you want your 
banners back, come to get them!” Hearing this 
challenge, the bakufu forces think the emperor’s 
troops are coming out of the castle to fight. 
Anxious to remove the shame of having had their 
banners stolen, they rush wildly toward the castle.

Kusunoki: Have the archers go out the gate 
and form a line in front of the castle.

Narrator: The archers do as they are ordered.

Kusunoki: Fire one volley!

Narrator: The archers shoot a volley of 
arrows at the bakufu. Enraged, the bakufu 
charge at the archers.

Kusunoki: Archers, retreat.

Narrator: The archers move back to the 
castle. By now, the bakufu are close to the 
castle walls. They see the shadowy figures of 
the armor-clad straw soldiers among the trees 
in the grove. They think they are real. Anxious 
to slaughter their enemies, they rush 
in that direction—moving close to the 
base of the castle wall.

Kusunoki: Hurl the rocks!

Narrator: In the grove, the bakufu troops 
realize they have attacked a bunch of straw 
men. Suddenly, the emperor’s troops hurl large 
boulders from the top of the wall down 
upon the bakufu. The boulders crush 
more than 300 soldiers. About 500 
more are severely injured.

Satsuma: (excitedly) Look! The 
enemy is starting to panic and turn 
back. General, you have outfoxed 
them once more. We have killed 
many of the bakufu troops.
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Kusunoki: Yes, I doubt they will try anything
so foolish again. Now they will probably place the
castle under a long siege. But thousands of their
troops will be sitting here during the siege instead
of fighting elsewhere. This means the bakufu army
will be weaker in other parts of Japan. This will
greatly help our emperor.

Narrator: The long siege at Chihaya Castle
did help the emperor. Kusunoki and his troops
held out long enough to allow the emperor’s
forces to defeat the weaker bakufu forces.

Eventually, the emperor regained his power. But
his rule was short-lived.

Three years later, an important warrior wanted
the emperor to name him the shogun, or chief
general of the military government. The emperor
refused, and the warrior led an attack against the
emperor. Kusunoki loyally supported the emperor
to the end. But the emperor was defeated, and the
warrior ruled Japan as shogun.

Samurai warriors attack on horseback. !

1. TALK ABOUT IT What
qualities of a good leader did
Kusunoki have?

2. WRITE ABOUT IT Before the
bakufu forces attacked Chihaya
Castle, Kusunoki’s troops stole
the bakufu banners. Write a
scene in which Kusunoki and his
officers are planning how to
steal the banners. Remember
that Kusunoki often used
trickery.
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MAIN IDEAS

Government The emperor of Japan grew
weaker, and noble families gained power.

Government The rising power of the samurai
led to military government in Japan.

Government Military leaders ruled Japan
for centuries.

TAKING NOTES
Reading Skill:
Explaining Chronological Order and Sequence
To explain chronological order and sequence
means to put events in order based on the time
they happened. As you read about Japan during
the age of the samurai and shoguns, record major
events on a time line like the one shown.

Lesson

3

! Samurai Armor A warrior’s
armor was usually made of
iron, leather, and copper.
The helmets were often
beautifully decorated.
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Skillbuilder Handbook, page R15
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Words to Know
Understanding the following words will help you read this lesson:

pledge to promise
(page 268)

The noble pledged to
protect the men in exchange
for their service.

fearsome causing fear
(page 268)

The villagers were afraid of
the fearsome warriors.

succession act or
process of following in
order or sequence
(page 270)

Japan was ruled by a
succession of shoguns.



Samurai and 
Shoguns
Build on What You Know As you read in Lesson 1, an 
emperor ruled Japan. But wealthy noble families often held the 
real power. Nobles would battle one another to gain the power 
the emperors no longer had.

Nobles Gain Power
ESSENTIAL QUESTION Who lost power in Japan?

Japan remained strong and united after Prince Shotoku’s rule 
ended with his death in 622. It was a time of relative peace. The 
emperor still headed the central government. But he was only a 
figurehead—someone who appeared to have power but did not. 
In the 800s, wealthy nobles of the Fujiwara (FOOFOO•jee•WAH•ruh) 
clan, or family, became the real rulers of Japan. They remained 
Japan’s most powerful family for 300 years.

The Central Government Grows Weak During the 
1100s, the power of the central government and the Fujiwaras 
declined. The government was running out of money. It began to 
lose authority over larger landholders. These estate owners, called 
daimyodaimyo (DY•mee•OHOH), paid no taxes to the government. They also 
had their own private armies of trained warriors called samuraisamurai
(SAM•uh•RYRY), whom you read about in Starting with a Story.

TERMS & NAMES

daimyo

samurai

vassal

shogun

Tokugawa 
Shogunate

! A Noble’s Household 
This fan-shaped illustration 
shows servants performing 
daily chores in a noble’s 
household in the 1100s.
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Feudalism Begins in Japan Daimyo hired samurai warriors 
both to protect themselves and to attack other daimyo. Powerful 
families, such as the Taira and the Minamoto, had large armies of 
samurai. Daimyo often fought among themselves to try to gain more 
land to increase their wealth and power.

As the power of the daimyo increased, the central government 
weakened and lawlessness increased. Small landowners wanted 
protection. To win the aid of a more powerful lord, they pledged their 
loyalty to that lord. Often, their loyalty included military service. A 
person who received land and protection from a lord in return for 
loyalty was called a vassalvassal. This lord-vassal system increased the power 
of large landowners. It also marked the start of feudalism in Japan. 
This was a system of local rule similar to ancient China and medieval 
Europe. (You will read about European feudalism in Chapter 9.)

Why did power shift from the central government to the nobles?

The Rise of a Military Society
ESSENTIAL QUESTION How did Japan become a military society?

While nobles fought among themselves, the emperor remained in 
office. But the emperor no longer held real power. This continued the 
pattern begun early in Japan’s history.

The Emperor and the Shoguns Now military leaders called 
shogunsshoguns had taken control. Shogun means “supreme commander of 
the army.” A shogun ruled on the emperor’s behalf. But usually his 
own interest came first. Minamoto Yoritomo (MIHMIH•nah•MOH•toh 
YOHYOH•ree•TOH•moh) became the first shogun in 1192. As shogun, he 
led more than just the army—he ruled the country. Japan would be 
under a shogunate, or military government, for nearly 700 years.

The Samurai and the Warrior Code Samurai were fearsome 
warriors. They vowed to fight for their lord, even if it meant that they 
could not protect their own family. Dying an honorable death was more 

! Samurai in Combat 
Samurai loyal to the 
Minamoto family 
attacked and burned 
a palace associated 
with the Taira clan 
in 1159.
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Japanese Society

SKILLBUILDER
INTERPRETING VISUALS
What activities do you see being 
performed? At what level does 
production of goods take place?

emperor

shogun and daimyo

samurai warriors

merchants

peasants and artisans

important to them than a long life. Women in warrior families learned 
to handle weapons to protect their families from bandits when the 
men were away fighting. At this time, women had higher status than at 
earlier times. Some inherited land. A few even became samurai.

Samurai lived by an unwritten code of honor called bushido. This 
warrior code called for honor, loyalty, and bravery. It was similar to 
the chivalry code followed by knights in medieval Europe. Samurai 
pledged to show respect for the gods and generosity toward the poor. 
Zen Buddhism was an important aspect of their lives. Samurai values 
and traditions continued to appeal to the Japanese into the 1900s.

Who held power in Japan’s military society?

Emperor This ruler was at the top 
of Japanese society but had little 
real power.

Shogun He was the most important 
daimyo, or large landholder, and the 
actual ruler of Japan.

Samurai They were Japan’s warriors.

Peasants and artisans These 
workers made up the largest class. 

Merchants Unlike peasants and 
artisans, they produced no goods 
that contributed to society.
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Three Powerful Warriors Unify Japan
ESSENTIAL QUESTION How did powerful military leaders unify Japan?

A succession of three strong military leaders helped to unify the 
country. They ended the fighting between rival daimyo.

Oda Nobunaga In the mid-1500s, a daimyo named Oda 
Nobunaga (OH•dah• NOHNOH•boo•NAH•gah) began to reunite Japan. 
He was a fierce warrior who recognized the importance of the guns 
European traders had introduced into Japan. His soldiers were the first 
Japanese to use guns in battle and defeated armies that were many 
times larger than his own. Through wars and negotiations, Nobunaga 
won control of nearly half of Japan before his death in 1582.

Toyotomi Hideyoshi Shortly after Nobunaga died, his best general, 
Toyotomi Hideyoshi (TOHTOH•yoo•TOH•mee HEEHEE•deh•YOH•shee), took 
his place. Hideyoshi was born a peasant. Under Nobunaga, he had 
risen from a common soldier to become a superb military leader. 
Through force and political alliances, Hideyoshi controlled all of 
Japan when he died in 1598. Then his generals fought wars among 
themselves to rule Japan. 

Tokugawa Ieyasu In 1603, the winner of the wars, Tokugawa 
Ieyasu (TOHTOH•goo•GAH•wah EEEE•yeh•YAH•soo), was named shogun. 
He founded a dynasty that held power in Japan until 1868. He 
established his capital at Edo, later called Tokyo. The rule of 
Ieyasu and his successors in the Tokugawa family was called 
the Tokugawa ShogunateTokugawa Shogunate.

Tokugawa Ieyasu (1543–1616)

Conflict surrounded Tokugawa Ieyasu most of his life. 
When he was two, his mother was separated from 
the family because of fighting between the families 
of his mother and father. When he was six, his father 
was murdered. As an adult, Ieyasu was often in 
battles, first as a warrior and then as a military leader.
 When he became ruler, Ieyasu wanted to make the 
country peaceful and stable. He had studied history 
and concluded that only a strong, united government 
could bring peace and stability. 
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Homework Helper
ClassZone.com

When Ieyasu became shogun, Japan had growing ties with
Europe. Traders and missionaries brought Western ideas and goods
to Japan. But Ieyasu and his successors worried about changes
foreign influence would bring to Japan. So they drove out foreign
merchants and missionaries. They banned Christianity and executed
Japanese Christians. They also forbade the Japanese to leave Japan
and ended nearly all foreign trade.

In the mid-1600s, Japan went into a period of isolation, or
separation from the world, which would last until the 1850s.

What was the result of the unification of Japan?

Lesson Summary
• As Japan’s central government grew weak, violence

increased and noble families hired samurai for
protection.

• Japan had a military government for centuries.

• In the mid-1500s, three powerful military leaders
began to unite Japan.

Why It Matters Now . . .
Japan remains a strongly united country today. It continues to limit
immigration and control the country’s dealings with foreigners.

3
Terms & Names
1. Explain the importance of

daimyo vassal Tokugawa Shogunate
samurai shogun

Using Your Notes
Explaining Chronological Order and
Sequence Use your completed time line to answer
the following question:
2. What event would you consider the most important

in Japan’s history during this period? Why?

Main Ideas
3. Why did the emperor lose power in the

1100s?
4. What caused the rise of military government

in Japan?
5. What was the structure of Japanese feudal

society?

Critical Thinking
6. Making Inferences Why do you think the

values of the samurai code appealed to the
Japanese for centuries?

7. Summarizing How did Japanese attitudes
toward foreigners change in the 1600s and why?

Internet Activity Use the Internet to research the code of the samurai. Create a poster using
simple images with labels to show the main principles.
INTERNET KEYWORD: samurai code

622 1868

Samurai Sword A
samurai sword was
not only a weapon
but was often a work
of a swordsmith’s
artistry. !
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Himeji
Castle JAPANAn Inside Look

at Himeji Castle
Purpose: To learn about castle life in
16th- and 17th-century Japan

A samurai warrior in 16th- and 17th-century
Japan probably lived in the large castle of the
lord, or daimyo, he served. It might have looked
like Himeji Castle, shown here. Daimyo built
castles primarily for defense, but they also served
as a center to administer the lord’s estate.

These castles, and the towns that were built
around them, housed servants, soldiers, officials,
and the samurai’s families. As shown below, many
different activities dominated castle life at this time.

A Soldiers As a soldier living in the castle, you
were always ready to protect it. During periods of
peace, you spent much of your time training on
the castle grounds.

B Scribes As a scribe, you wrote letters and also
made sure that a messenger delivered them to other
samurai and to the emperor.

C Samurai Wives As the wife of a samurai, you
educated your daughters and taught them manners.
However, you might also have commanded the
castle’s soldiers while your husband was away.

D Entertainment You and your family might have
enjoyed the talents of musicians.

E Servants If you were a servant at this time, you
spent your days preparing food, cleaning rooms,
washing clothes, and keeping the castle in good order.

Extend Lesson 3

Research Links
ClassZone.com
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1. TALK ABOUT IT What types
of activities are taking place
in this castle in medieval Japan?
Which people are performing
the activities?

2. WRITE ABOUT IT Choose one
of the activities shown and write a
brief dialogue between the people
in that scene.
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Lesson

4
MAIN IDEAS

Culture Korea was independent for much of
its history, but it adopted many elements of the
culture of China.

Government Vietnam was one of several
small kingdoms that developed on the mainland
of Southeast Asia in the shadow of China.

Culture The Khmer Empire prospered between
two powerful neighbors, China and India.

TAKING NOTES
Reading Skill: Comparing and Contrasting
Comparing and contrasting involves finding similarities
and differences between two or more things in order
to better understand them. Use a chart like this one
to compare and contrast accomplishments of the
kingdoms discussed in this lesson.

! Ancient Korean Map This
Korean map of the world dates
from the 17th century. It was
based on a Chinese map. The
enlarged area shows what
Koreans believed to be East Asia.Korea Vietnamese 

Kingdoms
  Khmer
  Empire

1. 1. 1.
2. 2. 2.
3. 3. 3.

4. 4. 4.

Skillbuilder Handbook, page R4
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shadow a nearby or
neighboring area
(page 275)

Korea was only one of several
countries that developed in
the shadow of China.

supremacy condition
or quality of being
supreme (page 276)

China had supremacy in
East Asia.

glaze a coating applied
to ceramics before baking
in a kiln [oven]
(page 276)

A glaze was applied to the
vase.

seed part of a plant that
contains the material
from which a new plant
can grow (page 278)

The farmers saved seeds
to plant in their fields the
following year.

Words to Know
Understanding the following words will help you read this lesson:



Korea and 
Southeast Asia
Build on What You Know As you read earlier in this 
chapter, Japan’s development was significantly influenced by 
China. Japan was not alone, though, in feeling the influence 
of more powerful neighbors. Smaller kingdoms in Korea and 
Southeast Asia rose in the shadow of China to the north and 
India to the west.

An Independent Korea
ESSENTIAL QUESTION Why did Korea adopt many elements of 
the culture of China?

Korea is one of the world’s oldest nations. According to legend, it 
was founded in the 2300s B.C.B.C. Korea developed independently of 
China but was influenced by Chinese culture. Throughout their 
history, the Koreans borrowed Chinese practices and ideas. Like 
Japan, they adapted them to meet their own needs.

Geography of Korea Korea is a peninsula. It extends 
from northern China, on the Asian mainland. (See map on 
page 276.) Only a river separates Korea from its much larger 
neighbor to the north. So movement between the two 
countries has been easy throughout history. Korea is also 
close to the islands of Japan. Chinese culture sometimes 
spread to Japan by way of Korea.

TERMS & NAMES

Koryo

celadon

Nam Viet

Khmer Empire

Angkor Wat

Korean Painting Korean 
warriors on horseback 
hunt deer and tigers in 
this fifth-century tomb 
mural. !
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Spread of Chinese Influence,
A.D. 600–1400
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Founding Korean Kingdoms Korea’s first inhabitants were 
probably nomads from the north. They lived in clans. In 108 B.C.,
Chinese of the Han Dynasty invaded northern Korea. The Koreans 
resisted and won back most of the lost territory by 75 B.C. During 
the next 700 years, three main kingdoms formed in Korea. These 
kingdoms fought wars for supremacy of the Korean peninsula.

The Silla kingdom in the southeast conquered the other two 
kingdoms during the 600s. As it did, it also drove out the remaining 
Chinese. Silla united Korea for the first time. But soon Silla nobles 
were fighting among themselves for power. Peasants, too, rebelled. 
These conflicts caused Silla to collapse in 935. A kingdom called KoryoKoryo 
replaced it. The name Korea evolved from this kingdom’s name.

China Influences Korea The Koryo rulers modeled their 
government after China’s. Koreans also learned rice cultivation, 
papermaking, and printing from the Chinese. In addition, they adapted 
Chinese artistic styles, including a method for making pottery. In fact, 
Korea became famous for its celadonceladon (SEHL•uh•DAHNDAHN), pottery that has 
a bluish-green glaze. (See photograph on page 279.) Koreans also learned 
about and adopted two belief systems from China: Confucianism and 
Buddhism. Buddhism was adopted first by the nobles and later by the 
common people. It then spread from Korea to Japan.

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER
INTERPRETING MAPS
Movement Which aspect 
of Chinese culture was most 
widely spread?
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Resisting Foreign Invaders Korea remained united and 
independent for centuries. But it had to struggle to be free of foreign 
control. In the 1200s, the Mongol conquerors of China invaded the 
kingdom. They controlled Korea until their empire in China collapsed 
in the late 1300s. In 1392, the powerful Yi family established a 
new Korean dynasty called the Choson Dynasty. It turned back an 
invading army from Japan in the late 1500s. The Choson Dynasty 
ruled Korea for more than 500 years.

What influences shaped Korea’s development?

Vietnamese Kingdoms 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION What role did China play in the development 
of Vietnamese kingdoms?

Mountains separate the mainland peninsula of Southeast Asia from 
China to the north. (See map on pages 246–247.) So movement 
between the two regions was mostly by sea or along coastal plains. 
Chinese soldiers, merchants, and missionaries followed these routes 
as they brought China’s culture to Vietnam and other regions.

The Kingdom of the Viets The Viets were a people who lived 
just south of China in what is now Vietnam. In 111 B.C.B.C., the Chinese 
Empire conquered their kingdom, called Nam VietNam Viet. At first, China’s 
rule was not harsh. Mostly, Chinese rulers wanted to use the region’s 
ports on the South China Sea. Chinese trading ships needed places to 
stop on the way to and from India and the islands of Southeast Asia.

Soon, though, China’s rulers began to force the Vietnamese 
to adopt their culture. For example, they required them to speak 
Chinese and to wear Chinese clothes. They also forced them to follow 
the principles of Confucianism and Daoism. But many Vietnamese 
resisted these efforts.

Driving Out the Chinese In A.D.A.D. 40, 
Trung Trac, a noblewoman whose husband 
had been killed by the Chinese, and her 
sister, Trung Nhi, led a rebellion against 
China’s rule. Their forces were successful 
at first but were later overpowered. The 
Vietnamese rebelled several times during 
the next few centuries. But at the same 
time, they continued to adopt elements of 
Chinese culture, including Buddhism. In 
the 900s, China’s Tang Dynasty weakened, 
and the Vietnamese broke free.

The Trung Sisters 
The Trung sisters 
ruled briefly as 
co-queens after 
they drove out the 
Chinese. ! 
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Dai Viet In 939, the Vietnamese established an independent 
kingdom called Dai Viet. In the 1200s, Mongols who had conquered 
China attacked Dai Viet. Three times, the Vietnamese turned back 
the invaders. But the fighting left the kingdom weakened. In 1407, 
Chinese soldiers of the Ming Dynasty invaded the kingdom. The 
Vietnamese eventually drove them out in 1428 and returned to 
ruling themselves. Dai Viet then strengthened its position by seizing 
Champa, a rival kingdom to the south.

How was Vietnam shaped by outside influences?

The Khmer Empire
ESSENTIAL QUESTION How was the Khmer Empire able to prosper 
between two powerful neighbors?

The most powerful and longest-lasting kingdom on the mainland 
of Southeast Asia was the Khmer EmpireKhmer Empire. It was centered in what is 
today Cambodia. (See map on page 247.) The culture of Khmer was 
significantly influenced by its western neighbor India, as well as by 
its northern neighbor China.

The Khmers A people known as the Khmers established a 
kingdom on the mainland peninsula in the 500s. It prospered 
mainly because of its successful cultivation of rice. Peasant farmers 
built excellent irrigation systems to help them grow rice. They also 
developed better seeds that may have allowed them to grow three 
crops a year.

The Khmers learned rice farming from the Chinese. But 
India had a stronger cultural influence on the Khmers. They 
took ideas about rule by a god-king, a writing system, and 
forms of religion—Hinduism and Buddhism—from India.

Angkor Wat 
The temple at 
Angkor Wat is 
considered the 
masterpiece 
of Khmer 
architecture. ! 
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Angkor Era In the late 800s, the Khmer ruler began to build
a new capital at Angkor. Several temples were constructed here.
The most famous formed a complex known as Angkor WatAngkor Wat, built in
the 1100s. It still exists and covers nearly one square mile. It is the
largest religious structure in the world. The temples honored the
Hindu god Vishnu. Buddhist statues were added later.

The Khmer Empire reached its peak in the 1200s. It declined
under attack from neighboring empires. In 1431, Angkor fell to
the Thais, a people from what is now Thailand.

How did the Khmers adapt to outside influences?

Lesson Summary
• Korea developed independently from China but

borrowed and adapted many aspects of its culture.

• Vietnam was invaded and influenced by China for
much of its history.

• The Khmer Empire was influenced by India.

Why It Matters Now. . .
China and India are the two most populous nations in the world, with
more than one billion people each. They remain powerful cultural
influences on their Asian neighbors and countries around the globe.

4
Terms & Names
1. Explain the importance of

Koryo Nam Viet Angkor Wat
celadon Khmer Empire

Using Your Notes
Comparing and Contrasting Use your completed
chart to answer the following question:
2. What common themes do you notice about Korea,

Vietnam, and Khmer?

Main Ideas
3. How did developments in China affect its influence on

Korea and the kingdoms of Southeast Asia?
4. What was a recurring theme in the history of the

Vietnamese people?
5. Where did Buddhism spread from China?

Critical Thinking
6. Making Inferences What role did geography

play in the early development of mainland
Southeast Asia?

7. Comparing and Contrasting How are the
histories of Korea and the kingdoms of Southeast
Asia similar? different?

Making a Map Take out the map that you began in Chapter 2. Then use the map on page 247
to draw the boundaries of China, Japan, Korea, Dai Viet, and Khmer.

! Korean Celadon
Vase Celadon pottery
was developed during
the Koryo dynasty. It
is highly prized.

Korea Vietnamese 
Kingdoms

Khmer
Empire

1. 1. 1.
2. 2. 2.
3. 3. 3.

4. 4. 4.
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Review

VISUAL SUMMARY TERMS & NAMES
Explain why the words in each set below are
linked with each other.

 1. regent and Prince Shotoku
 2. noh and kabuki
 3. daimyo and shogun
 4. Khmer Empire and Angkor Wat

MAIN IDEAS
Land of the Rising Sun (pages 250–255)
5. How was the diet of people in Japan

influenced by its location?
6. Why was Prince Shotoku’s support for

Buddhism important?

Growth of Japanese Culture (pages 256–265)
7. What are the forms of Buddhism that

became popular in Japan?
8. Why is haiku unlike other forms of

poetry?

Samurai and Shoguns (pages 266–273)
9. What powers did the emperor and the

shogun each have during the period of
military government?

10. How did the loss of tax revenue bring about
military government?

Korea and Southeast Asia (pages 274–279)
11. What was the relationship between China

and Korea before the rise of the Koryo
kingdom?

12. What cultures influenced the Khmer
kingdom?

CRITICAL THINKING Big Ideas: Geography

13. MAKING INFERENCES How do you think
Japan’s history would be different if it were
part of the Asian mainland?

14. SUMMARIZING What role did Japan’s island
location play in its development?

15. EXPLAINING GEOGRAPHIC PATTERNS How did
China’s geography affect its ability to spread
such ideas and influences as Buddhism to other
regions?

Chapter 8

Land of the Rising Sun
• Japan is a country of over

4,000 mountainous islands.
• Distinctive family and social

structures developed.
• Prince Shotoku promoted

Chinese influence.

Growth of Japanese
Culture
• Shintoism and Buddhism

became important religions.
• Unique forms of literature and

drama were created.
• The arts reflected a love

of natural beauty.

Korea and Southeast Asia
• Region was influenced by

China and India.
• Korea was founded in

2300s B.C.
• Vietnamese drove out Chinese

invaders several times.
• Khmer Empire established

in what is today Cambodia.

Japan, Korea, and Southeast Asia

Samurai and Shoguns
• Noble families began to

gain power.
• Emperor and central

government were weakened.
• Military society developed

with the shogun as real ruler.
• Japan unified under Tokugawa

Shogunate in 1603.
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Technology Activity

Standards-Based Assessment

ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENT
 1. WRITING ACTIVITY Select an individual

mentioned in this chapter whom you
would most like to meet. You might
select a person named in this chapter
or a person from a group described
in this chapter. Write one paragraph
explaining why you selected this
person.

 2. INTERDISCIPLINARY ACTIVITY—ART
Use books or the Internet to research
Japanese calligraphy. Find an example
to share with the class. Describe what
the calligrapher was writing about.
Explain how the calligrapher tried to
make the writing beautiful.

 3. STARTING WITH A STORY Review the
essay you wrote telling why
living by a code of honor is
or is not important. Now that

you have read the chapter, would you
answer the question in a different way?
If so, how?

 4. ESTABLISHING E-MAIL
CORRESPONDENCE
Select one of the countries studied in
this chapter—Japan, Vietnam, Korea,
or Cambodia. Create a list of questions
to ask Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese,
or Cambodian students. Work with
your teacher to establish e-mail
correspondence with the students.
Some areas of inquiry to consider:
• facts about their country
• information about their daily lives
• their knowledge of the United

States

Reading Maps Japan is composed of four
large and more than 4,000 small mountainous
islands. Use the map and your knowledge of
world history to answer the questions.

1. What is the largest of the
Japanese islands?
A. Hokkaido C. Honshu
B. Kyushu D. Shikoku

2. Which physical factor was most
responsible for Japan’s isolation?
A. It was composed of nearly

4,000 islands.
B. The islands were mountainous.
C. Only one of the four major islands was

large.
D. It was separated from the Asian

mainland by a large body of water.

ClassZone.com
Test Practice

Additional Test Practice, pp. S1–S33

Japan, Korea, and Southeast Asia • 281



Writing About History
Research Reports:
Young People in Ancient Asia
Purpose: To write a research report on what life
was like for young people in an ancient Asian culture
Audience: Your classmates

What was it like to be a 12-year-old in
ancient China, Japan, or Korea? Finding
answers to such a question requires
research. Primary sources—such as
letters, diaries, government reports, and
artworks—are rich sources of information
about daily life. Secondary sources—such
as history books, encyclopedias, and Web
sites—can also provide information. A
research report is a composition that pulls
together information from several primary
and secondary sources.

Organization & Focus
Your assignment is to write a 500- to 700-word research report on the
lives of young people in one of the Asian cultures covered in this unit.
Your report should have an introduction, a body, and a conclusion,
plus a bibliography—a list of the sources used in preparing the report.

Choosing a Topic Skim Chapters 7 and 8, looking for aspects of
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, or Southeast Asian history that interest
you. When you have chosen a culture to write about, be sure to limit
your topic to a certain time period. A suitably limited topic might be
“Chinese young people during the Tang Dynasty.”

Identifying Purpose and Audience Imagining yourself in history is a
powerful way to appreciate past events. Vivid details can help readers
to imagine themselves in the past. Your purpose, then, is to research
the lives of young people and explain their lives in a way that helps
your classmates—your audience—connect to history.

Writing Model
ClassZone.com
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Research & Technology
Create a list of questions to guide your research. These 
might include: “What amusements did young people 
have?” and “How were they educated?”

Use these tools in your research process.

In the Library Online
1. Use the card catalog, either traditional or 

electronic, to find books.
1. Use search engines to find Web sites on 

your topic.

2. Refer to the Readers’ Guide to Periodical 
Literature for magazine articles.

2. Use available databases of information. 
Ask your librarian for recommendations.

3. Refer to encyclopedias. 3. Use electronic encyclopedias with links to 
the World Wide Web.

Taking Notes Take notes from your sources. At the top of each note, 
write a heading, such as “Education.” Write down key ideas in your 
own words. If you find a well-written phrase or sentence you want to 
use, record it in quotation marks. Keep track of each source, including 
title, author, publisher, date, and page number or Web address. You 
will need these for your bibliography.

Outlining and Drafting The headings on the note cards will help you 
group them into categories. Use your categories and notes to outline 
your report. As you write your report, whenever you use a quotation 
or fact from a source, credit the source in a footnote or in-text citation.

Evaluation & Revision 
Share your first draft with a reader. Let your reader’s 
reaction and your own rereading guide your revision. You 
might need to add, take out, replace, or move information.

Prepare your bibliography. Use a language arts 
textbook, such as McDougal Littell’s Language Network,
or a school handbook to find the correct form for each 
type of source. 

Publish & Present
After editing your report, prepare a final copy. If possible, present your 
report to the class. After all the presentations, discuss the similarities 
and differences of life in different cultures and at different times.

Technology Tip Your word 
processor will automatically place 
your footnotes properly. Use the 
instruction manual or help feature 
to learn how to do this.

Self-Check
Does my report have

 a clearly focused topic? 
 supporting details drawn 

from a variety of sources? 
 quotation marks to show 

words that I borrowed?
 a strong conclusion? 
 footnotes and a bibliography 

in the proper form?
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