
Chapter

14 The Reformation

Before You Read: 
Previewing Key Concepts

The red titles throughout the chapter tell you what the 
text below them will be about. Rewrite these titles as 
questions that can be answered as you read. The first 
one is done for you.

What was the Great Schism?
Watch for the answers to your questions as you read.

Big Ideas About the Reformation
Government New ideas and beliefs can challenge a 
government’s authority, leading to change.
During the Reformation, reformers split from the Catholic 
Church. The split changed Christianity and politics in Europe. 
Many Protestant churches practiced self-government. This 
influenced later democratic practices and ideas of federalism.

Integrated Technology

• Interactive Maps
• Interactive Visuals
• Starting with a Story

INTERNET RESOURCES

• WebQuest
• Homework Helper
• Research Links
• Internet Activities

• Quizzes
• Maps
• Test Practice
• Current Events

Go to ClassZone.com for

1305
Clement V 
becomes pope.

1378
The Great Schism divides 

the Catholic Church.

1417
The Council of Constance 

ends the Great Schism.

1324
Mansa Musa, king 

of Mali, begins a 
pilgrimage to Mecca.  

1368 

!  Hongwu founds the Ming Dynasty 
in China. (stoneware Buddha figurine
from Ming Dynasty)
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1517
Martin Luther 
presents his 
Ninety-Five Theses.

1492

!  King Ferdinand 
and Queen Isabella 

drive the last Muslim 
rulers out of Spain.

1453
The Ottomans capture 
Constantinople. 

1545
Catholic Church leaders meet 
at the Council of Trent to 
define church doctrine.

1556 
Akbar becomes sultan of the 

Mughal Empire. (Akbar’s Panch 
Mahal palace in India)

!
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Background: During the 1500s, reformers risked the
anger of Church officials by raising questions about the
Roman Church’s authority. To help spread their ideas, the
reformers used the new printing technologies that had
developed during the 1400s. As you read the following story,
imagine that you worked for a printer in those difficult times.

Blocks with individual letters were used to assemble words. The
letters are backwards so they will print in the correct direction.
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TT
Starting with a Story

his morning, as you inked the type in the printing press, you
saw the master printer examine a freshly printed sheet of paper.
It looked like a long list of sentences. When you asked him what

it was, he said, “Ninety-five theses.” “What are theses?” you responded.
According to the master, theses are just ideas. Apparently, some professor
wrote them down because he wanted to discuss them with his students.
Simple enough, you thought to yourself.

But the other apprentices in the shop seemed to do an awful lot of
grumbling about the work. A few seem angry to have anything to do with
it. Late in the afternoon, you get the chance to ask them why they’re angry.
You are surprised when they tell you that the list being printed is going to
get the shop in big trouble. Johann, one of the apprentices, explains that
a lot of the theses are about how it isn’t right for the Church to be selling
indulgences, or pardons for sins. Johann explains that the pope himself
had ordered the sale of indulgences.

Everybody knows that the pope is the leader of the Catholic Church. And
when you think of it, you don’t know anybody who isn’t a Christian. You
wonder what will happen to someone who dares to question the pope’s
authority. You feel a wave of fear when you think about how people who have
insulted the pope have been excommunicated, or kicked out of the Church.

Strangely, not everyone in the shop was afraid. Some of the older
apprentices said that they’d seen copies of the same theses made by other
shops. Some of them agree that they are tired of the pope’s control over
what they do and what they believe. You leave the shop at the end of the
day very confused and filled with questions.

How might the Ninety-Five Theses affect
people in European society?

1. READING: Cause-and-Effect According to the story,
what might be the effects if the print shop prints the theses?

2. WRITING: Persuasion Write a one-page persuasive
essay explaining why you think the shop should or should
not print the theses.
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Lesson

1
MAIN IDEAS

Belief Systems The Catholic Church was
weakened by internal conflict.

Culture People began to question and speak
out against some Church practices.

Belief Systems Reformation begins as a result
of Martin Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses.

TAKING NOTES
Reading Skill: Summarizing
When you summarize, restate the passage in fewer
words and include only the main ideas and most
important details. In Lesson 1, summarize each of the
main sections using a chart like the one below.

Skillbuilder Handbook, page R3

 Section  Summary
The Great Schism

Criticism of the 
Church
Martin Luther 
confronts the 
Church

! Pope Clement V and King
Philip IV of France Pope Clement
(in the green robe) moved the
center of the Church from Italy to
France, which was ruled by King
Philip (in the red robe).
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Words to Know
Understanding the following words will help you read this lesson:

enormous very large in
size or extent (page 462)

The number of people who
worked for the Catholic
Church was enormous.

emphasize to give
importance to (page 463)

Critics wanted the Church
to emphasize spiritual
values.

mercy kindness or
compassion (page 464)

They knew that they had
done wrong, so they knelt
in prayer and asked God
for mercy.



Trouble for
the Catholic
Church
Build on What You Know Have you ever disagreed with
a friend’s behavior and decided to spend less time with that
person? In the 1300s and 1400s, many followers disagreed with
the Catholic Church—and some left the Church.

The Great Schism
ESSENTIAL QUESTION How did internal differences weaken the
Catholic Church?

The Roman Catholic Church had competing centers of authority
from 1378 until 1417. A major cause of the split was the decision
of Pope Clement V to move the Catholic government from Rome,
Italy, to Avignon (ah•vee•NYAWN), France.

French Popes In the 1300s, the growth of national states
weakened the power of the Church. Some monarchs grew
powerful enough to force the Church to support their policies.

In 1305, the French king used his political power to have
Clement V elected pope. Two years later, the pope moved the
center of the Church to Avignon. After the move to Avignon,
most of the popes were French. This made other Europeans, and
many Church officials, feel that the French king was controlling
the pope. This resulted in a struggle for control of the Church.

TERMS & NAMES

Great Schism

indulgence

Martin Luther

Protestant

Reformation

Connect to Today

The Papal Palace at
Avignon, France This
palace was used by one
of the popes during the
Great Schism. !
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A Struggle for Power The 
Church developed two centers of 
power—Avignon and Rome. In 
1378, the two sides split and elected 
different popes. The split is known 
as the Great SchismGreat Schism (SKIHZ•uhm). 
Each pope demanded obedience from 
the faithful, and excommunicated, 
or excluded from the Church, the 
rival pope’s followers. This caused 
confusion and doubt among 
Christians and weakened the Church.

Healing the Church In 1414, the 
Holy Roman Emperor summoned 
a conference to end the schism and 
reform the Church. Remember that 
the Holy Roman Empire ruled much 
of central Europe and was closely 
associated with the Roman Catholic Church. As a result, the Holy 
Roman Emperor was very influential. The conference took place 
in Germany and met from 1414 to 1418. Church officials removed 
the French pope and persuaded the Roman pope to resign. In 1417, 
they elected Pope Martin V. He was based in Rome, and began to 
unify the Church once again.

How did the Great Schism weaken the Church?

Criticism of the Church
ESSENTIAL QUESTION Why did people begin to question some 
Church practices?

The efforts of the Church to heal itself strengthened the pope’s 
authority. Even so, the Church fell short in its efforts to reform. There 
was distrust between Church officials and the pope, and believers 
were uncertain of the Church’s authority. Throughout the 14th and 
15th centuries, demands for reform grew more intense.

A Corrupt Church Over the centuries, the medieval Church had 
become an enormous institution. By some estimates, the Church 
owned from one-fifth to one-third of all of the lands of Europe. 
Church leaders needed huge sums of money to maintain such an 
institution. Critics and reformers were angered by some of the ways 
in which the Church earned and spent its money.

! Pope Clement VII
This painting shows 
the election of Pope 
Clement VII, the first 
rival to the pope 
in Rome during the 
Great Schism.
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Many Europeans, especially those who lived outside Italy, disliked 
paying taxes to the Church in Rome. They were also upset that the 
Church paid no taxes on its vast landholdings. 

Reformers also objected to the sale of indulgences. An indulgenceindulgence
is a relaxation of earthly penalty for sin. However, sometimes 
indulgences were sold as if they were a pardon for sin, and people 
bought these thinking they could avoid punishment in the afterlife. 
Reformers were enraged that the hierarchy of the Church appeared to 
allow people to believe they could buy their way into heaven.

Critics also did not like the way the Church spent money. During 
the Renaissance, many popes spent large sums supporting the arts 
and their own personal pleasure. Other Church officials followed 
their example. People from all levels of society, including nobles, 
townspeople, and peasants, began to call on the Church to emphasize 
spiritual over material values.

Reformers Take a Stand During the 14th and 15th centuries, a 
number of important reformers spoke out against Church practices. 
In England, a philosopher and priest named John Wycliffe (c. 
1330–1384) called for Church reform. He questioned the pope’s right 
to levy taxes and to appoint Church officials without the king’s 
approval. 

Dutch priest and scholar Desiderius Erasmus 
(DEHZDEHZ•ih•DEER•ee•uhs ih•RAZ•muhs) (1469–1536), urged 
people to pursue a true Christian faith. He criticized Church 
officials for neglecting Christian values. But Erasmus also 
criticized reformers for trying to divide the Church. As a 
result, he was not wholly trusted by either side. The work of 
Erasmus and other Renaissance humanists would have a 
strong influence on Martin Luther, the man who started 
the 16th-century movement known as the Reformation.

What sort of reforms did critics of the Church 
demand from the 1300s through the 1500s?

Luther Confronts the Church
ESSENTIAL QUESTION Who is credited with beginning the 
Reformation?

Early Church reformers wanted to improve the Church. They 
thought the Church was basically a good institution that just needed 
some improvement. Later reformers, however, saw the Church as a 
corruption of the original Christian faith. The ideas of one man came 
to represent this new reform movement. His name was Martin LutherMartin Luther.

Martin Luther Martin 
Luther challenged the 
Church and began the 
Reformation. !
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Martin Luther Martin Luther was born in Germany in 1483. He 
had a good education, and his father wanted him to study law. But 
in 1505, Luther was caught in a thunderstorm and nearly struck by 
lightning. Fearing for his life, he vowed to become a monk.

Luther tried to live as the Church instructed. But he still felt that he 
was a sinner and that an angry God would punish him. Luther’s fears 
led him to think about God as a God of mercy. He came to believe that 
people could be saved only if they had faith in Christ. As a result, he 
questioned the idea that salvation could be won through good works.

Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses Luther’s ideas led to conflict 
with the Catholic Church. The conflict began in 1517 in Wittenberg 
(WIHT•n•BURGBURG), Germany. Church officials were selling 
indulgences to finance St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome. Luther 
disapproved and wrote out all his disputes with the Church in his 
Ninety-Five Theses. The theses were ideas that Luther wanted to 
debate, such as the selling of indulgences. Luther’s ideas included the 
following:

• The Bible is the only source of religious truth.

• People do not need the clergy to interpret the Bible.

• Salvation can be gained only through faith in Christ.

from Disputation of Doctor Martin 
Luther on the Power and Efficacy 
of Indulgences
By Martin Luther
Translated by Adolph Spaeth, L.D. Reed, 
Henry Eyster Jacobs, et al.

21. Therefore those preachers . . . are in error, 
who say that by the pope’s indulgences a man 
is freed from every penalty, and saved.

52. The assurance of salvation by letters of 
pardon is vain,1 even though . . . the pope 
himself, were to stake his soul upon it.

68. Yet [indulgences] are in truth the very 
smallest graces compared with the grace of 
God and the piety of the Cross.

1. vain: foolish.

Background: On October 31, 1517, it is 
said that Martin Luther posted his theses 
on the church door of the Castle Church 
in Wittenberg, an event considered to be 
the start of the Reformation. Today, this 
document is known as the Ninety-Five 
Theses. At right are three of the theses 
posted by Luther.

DOCUMENT–BASED QUESTION
What groups of people might Luther 
have angered by posting his theses?

Primary Source 
Handbook

See the excerpt 
from the Ninety-Five 
Theses, page R55.
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Homework Helper
ClassZone.com

In 1529, German princes who remained loyal to the Church
agreed to unite against Luther’s ideas. Princes who supported Luther
signed a protest against the agreement. The protest earned them
the name Protestants. Eventually, ProtestantProtestant became the name for
Christians who broke with the Catholic Church during and after the
16th century. Protestants used the term ReformationReformation to describe the
movement of opposition to the Catholic Church.

What were important ideas from the Reformation?

Lesson Summary
• The Great Schism weakened the Church.

• From the 14th through the 16th centuries, many
Christians were troubled by the way the Church
earned and spent its income.

• At the beginning of the 16th century, Martin Luther
unintentionally became the leader of a revolutionary
attack on the Roman Catholic Church.

Why It Matters Now . . .
Competition between Catholics and Protestants in Europe caused
each to try and spread their version of Christianity throughout the
world. Today, Catholics and Protestants are found on every continent.

1
Terms & Names
1. Explain the importance of

Great Schism Martin Luther Reformation
indulgence Protestant

Using Your Notes
Summarizing Use your completed chart to answer
the following question:
2. What was the Great Schism?

Main Ideas
3. How did the Great Schism weaken the

Church?
4. What were some of the Church practices that

reformers spoke out against from the 14th
through the 16th centuries?

5. What were some of the ideas Luther wanted to
debate?

Critical Thinking
6. Understanding Causes How did the growing

strength of national states affect the papacy?
7. Drawing Conclusions How did Luther’s ideas

about religious truth threaten the Church?

Writing a Newspaper Article The reformer Desiderius Erasmus was influential not only in
religious reform but also in educational reform. Research to learn more about Erasmus, then write
a brief article about his participation.

Section  Summary

The Great Schism
Criticism of the 
Church
Martin Luther 
confronts the 
Church
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Background: Martin Luther found great support after he posted his
Ninety-Five Theses in Wittenberg. But he also faced great danger. In 1521, he
met with the Holy Roman Emperor and officials from the Catholic Church in
the German town of Worms (wurmz). They demanded that Luther take back
everything he had written and admit he was wrong. Luther refused. Author
Harry Emerson Fosdick describes what happened next in this excerpt from his
book Martin Luther.

Extend Lesson 1

from

Martin Luther
 by Harry Emerson Fosdick
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So at last [Luther] was condemned in an edict1 which made him an 
outlaw for . . . life. To be sure, in the meantime some of the leading 
princes and noblemen had left Worms, so the edict was signed 

only by Luther’s enemies who had stayed in town. Nevertheless, he stood 
condemned by the Emperor as well as by the Pope, and he was an outlaw. 
He was to be arrested wherever found and sent to the Emperor, and it was 
a crime to read his books or to support and befriend him in any way.

Then Luther disappeared. He simply vanished. Where he was nobody 
knew. The rumor ran through Germany that he had been murdered. . . .

Luther, however, was not dead. What had happened was this: Luther 
had slipped out of Worms and had started back toward Wittenberg in 
his covered wagon. Then one evening, as he and two companions were 
driving into the woods . . . a party of armed horsemen fell upon them 
and . . . dragged Luther out and carried him off. Putting him on horse-
back, they led him around and around through the woods until, late 
at night, they brought him secretly to Wartburg Castle. There the great 
doors closed behind him and shut him in.

All over Europe the story went and, of course, almost everyone 
supposed that Luther’s enemies had kidnapped him and perhaps 
murdered him. On the contrary, the whole scheme had been arranged 
by Frederick.2 He was determined to save Luther’s life. Against the protests 
of Luther, who did not like the scheme at all, Frederick had ordered some 
of his own horsemen to capture Luther and carry him to Wartburg.

So there he was, excommunicated by the Pope and outlawed by 
the Emperor, and now hidden by his friends in Wartburg Castle with 
no one for company except the warden3 and two serving boys.

Why did Frederick take Luther to Wartburg Castle?

For nearly a year Luther was kept hidden in Wartburg Castle and its 
immediate neighborhood. He disguised himself so that no one would 
recognize him. All monks had shaven heads, but he let his hair grow long 
and, as well, grew a mustache and a bushy beard, until it was said that his 
own mother would not know him. He took off his monk’s costume and put 
on the clothes of a knight, wearing a gold chain and carrying a sword. He 
changed his name to Junker George. He tried to act like a young nobleman 
and once he went on a two days’ hunting expedition with the warden. . . . 

1. edict: an official statement issued by an authority that becomes law.
2. Frederick: Frederick III, a very powerful German prince who protected 

Martin Luther.
3. warden: person who handled the castle’s affairs.

! Luther Defends 
Himself In this 
painting, Martin 
Luther is defending 
his views before 
an assembly of 
Catholic officials.

467



Altogether he had a miserable year. “I did not want to come here,” 
he wrote, “I wanted to be in the fight.” And once he even said, “I would 
rather burn on live4 coals than rot here.” Luther never liked to be alone. 
He always needed companions to keep up his spirits. Especially during 
that year, of all years, when the struggle which he had started was raging 
all over Germany and his friends and backers were carrying the burden 
of it, it was maddening to be holed up5 in lonely seclusion in Wartburg. 
He had dreadful times of depression. . . . Doubts and fears troubled him. 
Had he been right? He thought of all the confusion and turmoil he had 
caused. Was it worth while? Would any good come out of it? He wrote 
to one friend, “You can believe that I am exposed to a thousand devils 
in this lazy solitude. . . .”

To be sure, at times he found some peace of mind. . . . He would 
persuade himself that, since he could not be out in the thick of the 
struggle, the best thing was to forget it. Once he even wrote to his 
friend Spalatin, “What is going on in the world I care nothing for. Here 
I sit in quiet.” Anyone who understands Luther, however, will realize 
that he could not long keep up that kind of bluff. He cared more about 
what was going on in Germany than he cared about his own life.

Why was Luther so upset at having to stay in hiding?

So, despite the fact that he was holed up in Wartburg Castle, he 
began getting into the struggle by letter. He wrote continually to his 
friends in Wittenberg, giving advice and begging for all the news. 

4. live: burning.
5. holed up: hiding out. Wartburg Castle Martin Luther was hidden in 

this castle by German prince Frederick III to 
protect him from Catholic authorities. !

Martin Luther’s Study In this room 
in Wartburg Castle, Luther wrote 
his German translation of the Bible.

468 • Chapter 14



At first he was delighted by what he heard. Things were going very
well. His friends missed him but they were forging ahead, and the
reformation of the Church was going strongly forward. . . .

Luther’s happiness, however, did not last long. The news from
Wittenberg began to be troublesome. When Luther had left for Worms,
very little had been changed in the day-by-day religious life of the
people and in the way the Church’s services were run. Even the sale of
indulgences had not been altogether stopped. Now, however, changes
were taking place thick and fast. . . . This caused an uproar. Some
wanted the changes to be made even more rapidly; others were angry
and upset because the changes were coming so fast. . . .

So the months went by, with the news from Wittenberg growing ever
more disturbing. . . . Violence broke out. The statuary in the churches was
destroyed by mobs who denounced the images as idols before which the
people prayed. . . . Rioting students broke up church services where they
thought changes to the new order of things were not being made fast
enough, and once at least they even dragged the priest from the altar. . . .

Why had violence broken out in Germany?

Luther could not stand it any longer. Frederick told him he must
not come back, but he had to come back. At last the town council in
Wittenberg, despite Frederick, invited him back, and back he came. That
was one of the bravest things he ever did. He had been excommunicated
by the Pope and outlawed by the Emperor, and even Frederick did not see
how he could save Luther if he returned. Nevertheless, while he stood
in the deadliest danger he ever was in, it was a glad day in Luther’s life
when he turned his back on Wartburg Castle and headed for home.

1. READING: CHARACTERIZATION Based on this
story, what were Martin Luther’s personal qualities? Use
examples from the text to support your answer.

2. WRITING: RESEARCH REPORTS What happened to
Luther when he returned home? Research and write a
one-page report explaining Luther’s actions. Be sure
to document the sources you used for your research.
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Lesson

2
MAIN IDEAS

Government The spread of Luther’s ideas
changed European politics.

Belief Systems Different Protestant movements
developed quickly throughout Europe.

Belief Systems The Catholic Church
developed new ways to spread its message
and counter the spread of Protestantism.

TAKING NOTES
Reading Skill: Finding Main Ideas
The main idea is the most important point of a
paragraph or section. Record the main idea and
supporting details of each section in Lesson 2
using a diagram like the one below.

! King Henry VIII As king
of England, Henry broke with
the Catholic Church when
the pope refused to grant
him a divorce.

Skillbuilder Handbook, page R2

Main Idea

detail
detaildetail
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Words to Know
Understanding the following words will help you read this lesson:

justify to prove or show
to be right or fair
(page 472)

He was angered that others
used his ideas to justify
behavior of which he
disapproved.

awful causing fear;
frightening (page 472)

She thought it was awful to
have to talk about death.

counter to act in
opposition to; to oppose
(page 473)

The Church worked hard to
counter some of the claims
being made by reformers.
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Reform and
Reaction
Build on What You Know As you read Lesson 2, try to
predict how the conflict in the Church will develop, and what the
possible outcomes might be.

Luther’s Ideas Spread
ESSENTIAL QUESTION What were some of the results of Luther’s ideas?

Luther’s ideas spread quickly. Priests who approved of Luther’s
ideas preached his message in their churches. Churchgoers, in
turn, talked about the new ideas at home, in the streets, and in the
universities. Merchants spread Luther’s ideas along trade routes.

The Printed Word Printing also became an effective method
for spreading Luther’s ideas. There were several reasons for this.
The printing process was becoming
cheaper and, as a result, printing
shops more common. Also, more
Europeans could read, and printers
produced an increasing variety of
works in local languages.

For centuries Bibles were only
printed in Latin. During Luther’s
time, however, printers began
producing Bibles in local languages.
As a result, people could read and
interpret the Bible for themselves.
The ability of people to interpret the
Bible in their own way threatened the
Catholic Church’s authority.

Church leaders believed that
religious teaching had to come
to the people through the clergy.
They also feared that people would
develop their own religious ideas,
challenging the authority of the
pope and the clergy.

TERMS & NAMES

John Calvin

predestination

Ignatius of
Loyola

Jesuit

Inquisition

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER
INTERPRETING MAPS
Movement Why did Protestantism
not spread to Italy?
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The Peasants’ Revolts Peasants across Europe sought more 
rights during the 1500s. Their complaints for better wages and living 
conditions were economic and social rather than religious. But many 
peasants believed Luther’s ideas of individual freedom meant that 
their protests had God’s support. As a result, peasants used Luther’s 
ideas to justify revolts. Luther condemned both the peasants for the 
violent nature of the revolts, and the nobility for the callous disregard 
for the plight of the peasants.

Religious Wars In the mid 1500s, battles were fought across 
Europe over religion. Charles V was Holy Roman Emperor as well as 
king of Austria, Spain, and the Spanish Americas. In 1521, he made 
Luther an outlaw. But Charles’s control over the empire was limited. 
In Germany, many Lutheran princes went to war against Charles. 
Germany’s Lutheran and Catholic princes eventually met in 1555 and 
agreed to a peace treaty known as the Peace of Augsburg.

Why did religious division have such a dramatic political impact?

The Reformation Grows
ESSENTIAL QUESTION What were some of the different Protestant 
movements that developed throughout Europe?

Luther believed that the Bible was the only source of religious 
truth. However, people read the Bible in different ways. This 
led to many different interpretations.

Calvinism John CalvinJohn Calvin was a French reformer. His
interpretation of the Bible resulted in a type of Protestantism
called Calvinism. Calvin argued that Christians could do
nothing to earn salvation—God had chosen people for salvation
even before they were born. This idea is called predestinationpredestination.
According to predestination, if individuals were condemned 
there was nothing they could do about it.

Calvin himself admitted that such a belief was awful to think 
about. Even so, he attracted many followers and became one of 
the most important leaders of the Protestant Reformation. Calvin’s 
ideas spread throughout Europe. (See the map on page 471.)

The Church of England The Reformation in England was 
different than in the rest of Europe. It started when King Henry 
VIII wanted to divorce his wife, but the pope would not permit it. 
As a result, Henry refused to recognize the Catholic Church. Henry 
founded the Church of England—also called the Anglican Church—
which kept most Catholic beliefs but rejected the power of the pope.

John Calvin John Calvin 
created a Protestant 
system of belief, called 
Calvinism, that differed 
from Martin Luther’s. !

472 • Chapter 14



Some reformers believed the Anglican Church should reject 
Catholic beliefs and practices completely. One such reformer was 
William Tyndale. He worked on an English translation of the New 
Testament. Anglican officials, however, prevented Tyndale from 
working in England, so he went to Germany. He was eventually 
captured and executed by Catholic officials for publicly opposing the 
Catholic Church. The battle within England to keep most Catholic 
beliefs or to seek more Protestant reform raged on for many years.

How did the Reformation affect England?

The Counter Reformation
ESSENTIAL QUESTION What was the Counter Reformation?

The Catholic Church began new policies to stop the spread of 
Protestantism. This is sometimes called the Counter Reformation.

The Council of Trent The Council of Trent was a gathering 
of high-level Church officials. They met between 1545 and 1563 
to reform and define the Catholic belief system. They wanted to 
clarify how Catholic faith differed from Protestantism. For example, 
Protestants found religious truth in the Bible alone. However, the 
Council said that truth also came from Church tradition.

The Branches of Christianity

SKILLBUILDER
INTERPRETING VISUALS
How is Protestantism different 
from Eastern Orthodoxy and 
Roman Catholicism?

This chart shows the evolution and division of 
some different Christian belief systems.

The Reformation
(16th century)

The East-West Schism
(1054)

The word counter has 
multiple meanings.
Here, the word counter
means “against.”

Vocabulary Strategy
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The Jesuits The Council of Trent was just one force that fostered
the Counter Reformation. The Church also recognized and supported
new religious orders. One of the most important new religious orders
was the Society of Jesus, or the JesuitsJesuits (JEHZH•oo•ihts). The Spaniard
Ignatius of LoyolaIgnatius of Loyola formed the Jesuits in the early 1530s.

In some ways, the Jesuits were more like a military unit than a
religious order. A strong central authority commanded the order.
Jesuits learned obedience and discipline. Their education was based
on a balance of faith and reason. They studied the teachings of St.
Thomas Aquinas, whom you read about in Chapter 10. They also
studied languages so they would have the tools to spread Catholicism
across Africa, Asia, and the Americas. Such training allowed the
Jesuits to play an active role in supporting the Counter Reformation.

The Inquisition In addition to calling the Council of Trent and
supporting the Society of Jesus, the Church also made use of the
InquisitionInquisition. The Inquisition was a court established to investigate
people “who wander from the way of the Lord and the Catholic faith.”
Church officials used intimidation, and sometimes even torture, to
get people to confess their sins—including that of being Protestant.
The inquisition was used throughout Europe, but the most famous
was the Spanish Inquisition.

Ignatius of Loyola (1491–1556)

Ignatius was born into a noble family in northern Spain.
He was the youngest of 13 children. At 16, Ignatius
started working as a page at the court of the king’s chief
treasurer. He enjoyed the gambling, sword fighting, and
romancing that went along with life at court.

In 1517, Ignatius became a soldier. Four years later, he
was hit by a cannonball during a battle with the French.
The ball broke one leg and wounded the other. As he
recovered, Ignatius read a book about the life of Jesus
and another book about the lives of saints. The books
convinced him that he should abandon his earlier lifestyle
and dedicate himself to God.

After many years of prayer, meditation, and study,
Ignatius founded the Society of Jesus. He served as the
order’s “general” from 1540 until his death on July 31, 1556.
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The papacy also had Church officials create a list of books
considered a threat to the Catholic faith. The pope told bishops
throughout Europe to collect the forbidden books, which
included Protestant Bibles, and burn them. By the end of
the 16th century, the Counter Reformation had been largely
successful. Reformers had breathed new life into the Church,
which began the next century in a powerful position.

What tools did the Catholic Church use against the spread
of Protestantism?

Lesson Summary
• Printing in local languages helped spread Luther’s

ideas. These ideas sparked revolts and wars.

• New faiths emerged during the 16th century, as
people began to interpret the Bible in different ways.

• The Counter Reformation was a movement of internal
renewal as well as a response to the spread
of Protestantism.

Why It Matters Now . . .
Both Protestant and Catholic churches have widespread influence
throughout the world today.

Internet Activity Select one historical figure involved in the Reformation or the Counter
Reformation. Write a one-page editorial that critiques that figure’s point of view.
INTERNET KEYWORDS: Martin Luther, Ignatius of Loyola

Terms & Names
1. Explain the importance of

John Calvin Ignatius of Loyola Inquisition
predestination Jesuit

Using Your Notes
Finding Main Ideas Use your completed diagram
to answer the following question:
2. What caused the Counter Reformation?

Main Ideas
3. How did peasants use Luther’s ideas to support

their revolts?
4. According to John Calvin, what effect did good

works have on a Christian’s chances for salvation?
Explain.

5. How did the Council of Trent make the Catholic
Church stronger?

Critical Thinking
6. Drawing Conclusions What about the Reformation

was most threatening to the Catholic Church?
7. Making Inferences What advantages did the

Catholic Church have when beginning the Counter
Reformation?

! The Inquisition This
painting, Portrait of 
the Cardinal Inquisitor 
Don Fernando Niño 
de Guevara, is by the
famous artist El Greco.
The cardinal headed the
Spanish Inquisition from
1599 to 1602.

detail
detail detail

Main Idea
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Skillbuilder
Understanding Cause and Effect
Goal: To understand the cause-and-effect relationships in the
growth of Calvinism

Learn the Skill
Causes are the events and conditions that lead to an event. Causes
happen before the event; they explain why it happened. Effects are the
results or consequences of the event. One effect can become the cause
of other effects, resulting in a chain of events. Looking at cause-and-
effect relationships helps historians see how events are related and why
they took place.

See the Skillbuilder Handbook, page R26.

Practice the Skill
1 Read the passage at right. To identify causes, look for clue words that

show cause. These include because, due to, since, and therefore. One cause
is labeled in the passage.

2 To identify effects, look for results or consequences. Sometimes these
are indicated by clue words such as brought about, led to, as a result, and
consequently. One effect is labeled in the passage.

3 Notice that an effect may be the cause of another event. A chain of causes
and effects begins. For example, Calvin’s joining of the reform movement
in France ultimately led to the spread of his ideas throughout the world.

4 Look for multiple causes and effects. Calvin’s flight to Switzerland
resulted in the two effects (a, b) labeled at right.

5 Make a cause-and-effect diagram like the one below. Starting with the
first cause in a series, fill in the boxes until you reach the end result.

Example:

 Cause Effect/
Cause

Effect/
Cause

Effect/
Cause

Effect/
Cause Effect

Luther’s 
ideas spread 
to France.

Calvin 
doubts 
his faith 
and joins 
reformers.

The 
government 
persecutes 
reformers.

Calvin 
flees to 
Switzerland.

Calvin publishes a book 
based on Luther’s ideas.

Geneva becomes 
a model Protestant 
community.

Calvinism 
influences 
Protestants 
throughout 
the world.

5

Extend Lesson 2
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In the following passage, the author describes the role of John Calvin 
in the growth of Protestantism. Use the strategies listed under Practice 
the Skill to help you see the cause-and-effect relationships.

Calvin and the Spread of Protestantism

John Calvin was only a boy when Luther published his Ninety-
Five Theses, yet Luther’s ideas changed his life. 1  Luther’s 
writings spread to France while Calvin was a student. 2  As a 
result, Calvin began to have doubts about his Catholic faith. 
As a teenager, he had studied to be a priest, but his father 
decided he should be a lawyer. He 3  joined with others who 
wanted to reform the church. As the reform movement grew, 
the government became less tolerant of Protestants. Therefore, 
Calvin fled to Switzerland.
 There, in 1536, 4  (a) he published The Institutes of the 
Christian Religion and (b) established a model Protestant 
community in Geneva based on his ideas. Because of Luther’s 
influence, Calvin stressed the importance of the Bible and faith 
alone. However, he also said it was important to live a holy 
life as a sign of having been saved by God.
 From Geneva, the influence of Calvin’s writing and preaching 
spread throughout Europe. His ideas led to the creation of the 
Reformed churches of France, Switzerland, and the Netherlands 
and the Presbyterian Church in Scotland. The Puritans in England 
followed some of Calvin’s ideas. Since they were persecuted for 
their beliefs in England, they brought some Calvinist ideas to 
the New World.

Apply the Skill
Turn to page 323 in Chapter 10, Lesson 1. Read the passage headed 

“Conflict Between Monarchs and the Papacy.” Make a diagram like the 
one at left to summarize the causes and effects of the conflict.

! John Calvin Calvin 
was an influential 
Protestant reformer.
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MAIN IDEAS

Belief Systems Protestant and Catholic
missionaries worked to find new converts to
their religion.

Culture Missionaries experienced different
results and reactions to their efforts.

Government The Reformation changed the
balance of power in Europe, and contributed to
the growth of democratic forms in the Americas.

TAKING NOTES
Reading Skill: Comparing and Contrasting
Comparing and contrasting means finding the
similarities and differences between two or more
things. Use a Venn diagram like the one below
to compare and contrast Protestant and Catholic
efforts described in Lesson 3. List their differences
in the individual ovals and their similarities where
the ovals overlap.

! Algonquin Bible During the
1650s, Protestant missionary
John Eliot translated the Bible
into a Native American language
known as Algonquin. This is the
title page of that translation.

Skillbuilder Handbook, page R4

Lesson

3

Protestant Catholicboth

FPO
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Words to Know
Understanding the following words will help you read this lesson:

perform to carry out; to
undertake (page 479)

Religious groups performed
many different duties on
behalf of the Church.

diffusion the spread
of cultural practices
(page 480)

The diffusion of Christianity
from Europe to the Americas
meant that Christian churches
had many new members.

permanent lasting
without basic change
(page 482)

The English built a
permanent settlement in
North America.

voluntarily willingly
(page 483)

She joined the organization
voluntarily, even though she
would receive no payment
for her work.



Expansion of 
Christianity
Build on What You Know Lesson 2 explained how the 
Reformation created new Christian religious groups in Europe. In 
Lesson 3, you will learn about how European Christians spread 
their belief systems around the world.

The Impact of Missionaries
ESSENTIAL QUESTION What did Protestant and Catholic missionaries 
do in the 16th century?

Many Christian groups send members to foreign countries to do 
religious work. Such efforts are called missions. A person who 
goes on missions is called a missionarymissionary. Sometimes religious 
groups organize missions to persuade people who do not share 
their faith to convertconvert to, or adopt, their religion. During the 16th 
century, the Catholic Church put particular emphasis on using 
missionaries to spread its faith around the world. These missions 
would have great success in the Americas. But Catholic missions 
would not do as well in Asia.

Catholic Efforts The Roman Catholic Church frequently 
relied on its religious orders to do missionary work. After the 
Council of Trent, the Catholic Church put increasing energy into 
helping its orders send missions around the world. Franciscans, 
Dominicans, and Jesuits were among the Catholic orders that 
performed missionary work.

TERMS & NAMES

missionary

convert

Peace of 
Westphalia

covenant

federalism

Searching for Converts 
This painting shows a 
missionary preaching 
to a group of Native 
Americans in the 
mid-1600s. !
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Religious Orders as Missionaries The Franciscans, as 
you read in Chapter 10, began as a mendicant order. That is, 
they owned nothing and lived by begging. As time went on and 
the order grew, Franciscans became less strict about owning 
nothing. Franciscans could then begin to organize missions.

The Dominicans were also mendicants. The Spanish priest 
St. Dominic founded the order in the 1200s. His original 
focus was education. But like the Franciscans, the order also 
performed missionary work. Dominicans were among the first 
to join the Spanish and Portuguese voyages to the Americas.

The Jesuits also sent members overseas. In fact, the order sent 
out missionaries shortly after its founding. By 1556, about 1,000 
Jesuits were working in Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas. 
By 1626 their number had climbed to more than 15,000.

Protestant Missionaries Until the 19th century, 
Protestantism spread most successfully by European Protestants 
settling overseas. Once there, they did little to convert local 
people. But there were exceptions. For example, the Dutch 
East India Company sent out missionaries early in the 1600s. 
English Puritans John Eliot and Roger Williams organized a 
religious school to train missionaries. England’s Society of 
Friends, or Quakers, also sought converts overseas.

Which faith’s missionary efforts met with more success and why?

Responses to Christian Missions
ESSENTIAL QUESTION Why were there more Catholic missionaries than 
Protestant missionaries?

Catholic missionaries saw their beliefs as universal—available to 
everyone. As a result, they spread out around the world and tried to 
convert all of the new peoples they came into contact with.

Protestants’ missionary efforts were limited in this period. 
However, some English Protestants in North America sought to 
convert Native Americans. Still, both Catholics and Protestants sought 
the diffusion of Christianity from Europe to other parts of the world.

Missionaries in Asia European missionaries traveled to Asia 
with European traders. European traders wanted a direct trade route 
to eastern Asia. But during the 1500s, goods from East Asia came to 
Europe through the established Muslim traders in Southwest Asia. As 
a result, European traders began searching for direct trade routes to 
eastern Asia, and missionaries went with them. 

! St. Dominic This 
painting of St. Dominic 
shows him holding a tall 
cross and a lily: both 
symbols associated with 
St. Dominic.
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Christian Missions, 1600s

Christian missions

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER
INTERPRETING MAPS
Location On which two continents are 
most of the missions located?

Catholic missionaries sought new converts in Asia, but they did 
not have much success. In fact, there were many more converts to 
Islam in South Asia than to Catholicism. Catholic missionaries did 
convert many Japanese people. However, the Japanese military leader 
forced Japanese Christians to either give up their foreign faith or be 
killed. Catholic missionaries also had some success in the Spanish 
Philippines. It would not be until the settlement of the Americas, 
however, that missionaries would find large numbers of converts.

Catholic Missionaries in the Americas Catholic missionaries 
often traveled to the Americas with explorers from Europe’s Catholic 
empires. The Portuguese brought Catholicism to Brazil. Catholic 
missionaries from France settled in the Great Lakes area. By 1700, 
however, it was Spain that controlled most of the Americas. Spanish 
explorers claimed territory from California and Florida and deep into 
South America.

Catholic missionaries worked hard to convert Native Americans. 
They had success, but many Native Americans did not fully abandon 
their native religions. Often a blending of cultures occurred. For example, 
one story describes Mary, the mother of Jesus, appearing to an Aztec 
peasant. She is called the Virgin of Guadeloupe, and is still important 
to Mexican Catholics. Still, Catholic missionaries found many new 
converts, and Catholicism came to dominate Central and South America.
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European Religions in
the Americas, A.D. 1750
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Distribution of Religions 
in the Americas
Europeans’ religious beliefs influenced the 
spread of religions in the Americas.

• Spain, Portugal, and France were the main 
Catholic settlers of the Americas.

• England was the main Protestant country 
that settled in the Americas.

• Catholics and Protestants controlled the 
colonies. But African slaves brought Islam 
to the Americas, and European Jews 
settled in the Protestant and Catholic 
communities. Early on, the Americas were 
places of religious diversity if not tolerance.

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER
INTERPRETING MAPS 
Movement What bodies of water did 
European Catholics have to sail through?

Protestant Missionaries in the Americas In 1607, England 
established the first permanent Protestant settlement in Virginia. 
English Protestants who were not happy with Anglicanism settled 
further north in New England. While Protestants established 
themselves in the Americas, the Catholics controlled more territory 
and gained many more converts.

How were reactions to missionary efforts in Asia different from 
reactions in the Americas?

Legacy of the Reformation
ESSENTIAL QUESTION What effects did the Reformation have on Europe?

The most obvious legacy of the Reformation is the division of western 
Christianity into Catholicism and Protestantism. Since 1054, all 
Christians in western Europe belonged to the Catholic Church (see 
the chart on page 473). By 1700, however, that was no longer true. 
Europe was divided along religious lines and would never be under 
one church again.
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More Religious Wars Religious wars continued between 
Catholics and Protestants after the Peace of Augsburg. In 1648, the 
Peace of WestphaliaPeace of Westphalia (wehst•FAYL•yuh) brought some stability to 
Europe. The Peace of Westphalia recognized the permanent division 
of western Europe into Catholic and Protestant nations.

The skill of France’s kings and government officials helped France 
replace Spain as the leading Catholic power in Europe. Protestant 
countries such as England, Holland, and, somewhat later, Prussia 
were gaining power and would again come into conflict with Catholic 
Spain and France. Europe’s religious changes would eventually lead to 
political changes in the Americas.

Protestantism and Democracy Some historians have suggested 
that the Protestant practice of church self-government helped the 
development of democratic practices. For example, John Calvin 
allowed his followers to share in the governing of the church. They 
did this through a body of leaders and ministers called a presbytery 
(PREZ•bih•TEHR•ee). This practice had a strong influence on Puritans 
and Presbyterians, both of whom settled in English colonies.

Puritans believed that God had voluntarily entered into a 
covenantcovenant, or agreement, with people, through which they could 
be saved. This led to the belief that Christians could agree to join 
together and voluntarily form a church. This democratic view of 
church membership would have political results. These same people 
could join together and voluntarily form a government.

The Mayflower Compact of the Pilgrims reflects this idea. The 
Pilgrims were a radical branch of the Puritans. A small group of 
Pilgrims arrived in the Americas in 1620. Before departing their ship 
they wrote a compact, or agreement, that said their government would 
make “just and equal laws . . . for the general good of the colony.”

Causes and Effects of the Reformation

Social Political Economic Religious

Cause The printing press 
helped to spread 
ideas critical of 
the Church.

Some European leaders saw 
the pope as interfering in 
their political affairs through 
local churches.

People disliked having to 
pay taxes to the Church in 
Rome.

Only clergy were 
allowed to interpret 
the Bible.

Effect More people 
became aware of 
Protestant belief 
systems.

By becoming Protestant, 
European leaders limited 
the pope’s local political 
influence. 

People were more willing 
to support Reformation 
ideas that ended these 
taxes.

Reformers translated 
the Bible so that people 
could interpret it for 
themselves.
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3 Homework Helper
ClassZone.com

Federalism Scholars have also argued that the covenant influenced
the development of federalism. FederalismFederalism is the sharing of power
between an organization, such as a church or a government, and its
members. In the United States, for example, the national government
shares power with the states. The covenants of Calvinist churches
allowed the members of a church to share power with the clergy. The
practice of sharing power may have influenced plans for organizing
governments, such as the U.S. Constitution.

How did Protestant ideas influence democratic practices?

Lesson Summary
• Both the Catholic and Protestant churches used

missionaries to win converts to their faiths. But the
Catholic efforts of the period were much more successful.

• The religious geography of Europe had a great impact
on the Americas’ religious landscape.

• Protestants’ new practices of self-government may
have helped the development of democratic practices.

Why It Matters Now . . .
In the year 2000, about 56 percent of U.S. citizens were Protestants
and 27 percent were Roman Catholics.

Writing a Research Paper Research European missionary activity in the Americas. Use your
research to write a two-page essay about interaction between European missionaries and
Native Americans.

Terms & Names
1. Explain the importance of

missionary Peace of Westphalia federalism
convert covenant

Using Your Notes
Comparing and Contrasting Use your completed
Venn diagram to answer the following question:
2. What are two things Catholic and Protestant

missionary efforts had in common?

Main Ideas
3. What role did religious missionaries play in the

Reformation?
4. What impact did the Reformation have on the

religious geography of the Americas?
5. How did the Protestants influence the

development of democratic practices?

Critical Thinking
6. Making Inferences Why might Catholic

missionaries have had more success finding
converts than Protestant missionaries did?

7. Comparing Compare the maps on pages 457 and
482. What is the relationship between the distribution
of religions in Europe and the Americas?

Protestant Catholicboth
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Extend Lesson 3

Communication Across Cultures
Goal: To understand difficulties faced by people trying to
communicate who do not speak the same language

Prepare
Think about how people throughout history have tried to describe
abstract ideas to people who didn’t speak their language. (Abstract
ideas include concepts such as justice, truth, or loyalty.)

Do the Activity
1 Find a partner. Imagine that you and your partner are from different

cultures and speak different languages. One of you picks an abstract
idea to communicate and then writes out an explanation of this idea.
Then try to communicate the idea to your partner without using words.

2 Your partner then writes down what he or she thinks you are
trying to communicate.

3 Compare what each of you wrote down to find out how
well the idea was communicated.

4 Reverse roles and repeat the activity.

Follow-Up
1 How do you think people from different

cultures who did not speak the same language
communicated with each other?

2 Do you think this type of communication was
accurate? Explain.

Extension
Write a Research Paper Research how missionaries
from the 1500s and 1600s prepared for their work.
How did they communicate with people?

Materials & Supplies
• paper
• pens
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Culture
• Missionaries influenced

cultures around the world.
• Protestantism allowed common

people a greater say in how
their religion interacted with
their daily life.

Government
• The Reformation changed

the balance of power in Europe.
• Protestants’ new practices of

church self-government may
have helped the development of
democratic practices.

The Reformation

Belief Systems
• Martin Luther began the Reformation.
• Different Protestant movements

developed quickly throughout Europe.
• The Counter Reformation was the Catholic

Church’s effort to stop the spread of
Protestantism.

VISUAL SUMMARY

Review

TERMS & NAMES
Explain why the words
in each set below are
linked with each other.
1. indulgence and

Martin Luther

2. Protestant and
Reformation

3. John Calvin and
predestination

 4. St. Ignatius of Loyola
and Jesuit

5. missionary and
convert

MAIN IDEAS
Trouble for the Catholic Church (pages 460–469)
6. How did the Catholic Church’s tax policies

weaken the Church?
7. How did the ideas of reformers John Wycliffe

and Desiderius Erasmus differ?

Reform and Reaction (pages 470–477)
8. Why did William Tyndale translate the Bible into

English?
9. How might the Jesuits’ focus on education have

contributed to the Counter Reformation?

Expansion of Christianity (pages 478–485)
10. What areas of Europe remained Catholic, and

what areas became Protestant?
11. How might Protestantism have had an influence

on the U.S. Constitution?

Chapter 14
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Technology Activity

Research Links
ClassZone.com

Standards-Based Assessment

 4. CREATING A GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
Use the Internet or the library to
research the Reformation and the
Counter Reformation. Create an
illustrated graphic organizer that
compares the two movements. Include
• a summary of Protestant and

Catholic ideas
• images of the major figures involved

in both movements

Reading Primary Sources The primary
source below is part of a letter from Martin
Luther to Pope Leo X written after Luther’s
Ninety-Five Theses had spread. Use the
primary source to answer the questions.

CRITICAL THINKING
Big Ideas: Government

12. MAKING INFERENCES In what way did
Catholic missionaries help European
nations control overseas colonies?

13. UNDERSTANDING EFFECTS Did the
religious choices of European leaders
affect their political power? Explain.

14. ANALYZING POLITICAL ISSUES How
did the structure of some Protestant
churches reflect later ideas of
federalism?

ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENT
1. WRITING ACTIVITY Read the Literature

Connection on pages 466–469. Write
a story about Martin Luther from
the point of view of the warden in
Wartburg Castle.

2. INTERDISCIPLINARY ACTIVITY—
ARCHITECTURE
Research the type of architecture
churches use today and compare that to
architectural styles of the past. Write a
page about what you discover.

3. STARTING WITH A STORY
Review your response to
the question about how the
Ninety-Five Theses might

affect European society. Now that you’ve
read the chapter, would you answer this
question differently? If so, how?

Additional Test Practice, pp. S1–S33

ClassZone.com
Test Practice

1. What word best describes Luther’s
reaction to the spread of his ideas?
A. satisfaction
B. fear
C. surprise
D. disappointment

2. What was Luther’s purpose in
writing this letter?
A. to convince the pope that he wanted to

challenge the pope’s authority
B. to convince the pope that he did not write

his theses for the general public
C. to convince the pope that the doctrines of

the Catholic Church were wrong
D. to convince the pope that he was not

responsible for the Ninety-Five Theses

It is a miracle to me by what fate it has come
about that this single Disputation [the
Ninety-Five Theses] of mine should . . . have
gone out into very nearly the whole land. It
was made public at our University and for our
University only, and . . . I cannot believe it
has become known to all men. For it is a set
of theses, not doctrines or dogmas [religious
laws], and they are put, according to custom,
in an obscure and enigmatic [confusing] way.
. . . If I had been able to foresee what was
coming, I should have taken care . . . that
they would be easier to understand.

From Works of Martin Luther.
Edited and translated by Adolph Spaeth, L.D. Reed,

Henry Eyster Jacobs, et al., pages 44–48.
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Writing About History
Persuasive Writing:
An Influential Individual
Purpose: To convince readers that an individual
of your choice had a lasting historical impact
Audience: Your classmates, family, and friends

During the era you just studied, many people
used persuasion to convince others to accept
their viewpoints. For example, humanists
challenged religious people to use reason as
well as faith, and missionaries converted Native
Americans. Persuasive writing is writing whose
purpose is to convince another person to adopt
your opinion or position.

Organization & Focus
During the Renaissance, the individual was highly prized. Your
assignment is to review the many great individuals discussed in Unit 7
and select the one you believe had the biggest impact on history. Then
write a persuasive essay that is at least five paragraphs long.

Identifying Purpose and Audience Your purpose is to use facts,
examples, and reasons to persuade others to adopt your opinion about
which individual had the biggest impact. Your essay will be included
in a class magazine about individuals, so your audience will be your
classmates, family, and friends. Keep them in mind as you work.

Choosing a Topic Scan Chapters 13 and 14. For each outstanding
individual you find, note his or her area of influence, accomplishments,
and impact. Record your notes in a chart like the one below.

Individual Area(s) of Influence Accomplishments Impact
Petrarch learning, the arts revived classical

literature, helped spread
humanism

preserved the work of
classical writers for future
generations

When you’ve finished, review your notes and decide which individual
of the Renaissance or Reformation had the biggest impact on history.

Finding Supporting Evidence You will need to do more than gather
evidence about the individual you choose. Also consider which
individuals others might choose. Prepare to argue against their choices.

Writing Model
ClassZone.com

! Luther defending his opinions
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Research & Technology
Use the Internet or a library to find additional sources 
that discuss your individual and his or her historical 
impact. In addition to using the individual’s name as a 
search term, you might also find information by using 
the term Renaissance or Reformation.

Outlining and Drafting Organize your notes into categories, such 
as major works, important actions, and innovative ideas. Create at least 
three categories that show the individual’s impact. Decide whether to 
address opposing views within each category or separately.

Make an outline of your main categories, with subentries for 
supporting details. This outline will help you draft your essay.

Evaluation & Revision
To make your essay better, look through magazines. 
Which articles grab your attention? Note approaches 
that writers use to keep your interest. These might 
include starting with a dramatic incident, using an 
interesting quotation, and vividly describing a scene. 
Then revise your essay, trying some of those approaches.

Also, remember that you want to convince people to 
adopt your opinion. Review your essay to eliminate the 
pitfalls of sloppy arguments. These include:

• Using opinions to support opinions, instead of using solid facts
• Using exaggerated language instead of clear, precise words
• Appealing only to readers’ emotions and not to their reason
• Failing to address opposing views

Revise your writing until you are sure you have made the strongest 
case you can, in the liveliest language possible.

Publish & Present
Help think of a good title for the class magazine. With your 
classmates, divide up the tasks of binding, illustrating, and 
reproducing the magazine. Then take turns sharing the finished 
product with friends and family members.

Technology Tip Not all 
information on the Internet is 
accurate. Learn to evaluate online 
sources. For example, museums 
and encyclopedias are reliable. If 
you have questions about a source, 
ask your teacher or librarian.

Self-Check
Does my essay have

 an introduction that catches 
the reader’s attention?

 well-organized supporting 
evidence?

 arguments against other 
choices?

 a strong conclusion with a 
final appeal?
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