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Why AP World History?
● College credit (3, 4, or 5 on the test)

● College-level experience / extra challenge, skills

● Course content more interesting than regular sophomore 

world history

● You will be well prepared for APUSH

● At Clark, it is somewhat integrated with Honors 

Sophomore English



A typical day in WHAP . . .

1. Review notes on chapter w/ tablemates (15 mins.)
2. Reading quiz on assigned chapter (15 mins.)
3. Activity (40 mins.):

● primary-source reading
● exam practice questions
● in-depth study of important 

concept/theme/person/civilization
4. Looking ahead to next history chapter (15 mins.)



A sample test question:
“I can safely say that before the commencement of what I may call the Railway Period, not 
only were the wages in most parts of the country established by tradition and authority, 
rather than by the natural laws of supply and demand, but the opportunity to work was in 
general restricted to particular spots. For the first time in history the Indian finds that he has 
in his power of labor a valuable possession which, if he uses it right, will give him something 
much better than mere subsistence. Follow him to his own home, in some remote village, 
and you will find that the railway laborer has brought back not only new modes of working 
and a new feeling of self-respect and independence, but also new ideas of what government 
and laws can offer him. And he is, I believe, a better and more loyal subject, as he is 
certainly a more useful laborer.”

-- Bartle Frere, British governor of the Bombay Presidency, India, speech on opening of a rail 
line, 1863



Frere’s speech is best understood in the context of which of the following?

(A) Governments in Asian empires undertaking economic reforms to catch up with 
European powers

(B) Governments undertaking political and social reforms to mitigate the effects of 
industrial capitalism

(C) Governments expanding and consolidating their empires using their increasing 
industrial power

(D) Governments promoting redistributionist policies to reduce income inequality 
between labor and capital



Challenges of AP World

● Fast content pace (900-page textbook taught in 32 weeks)

● Lots of reading, much of it challenging

● Lots of content (1200 C.E. - today)

● Lots of writing (DBQs, SAQs, LEQs)

● Requires self-discipline and the ability to learn content on 

your own



What I’ve learned in the course . . .
Nicole’s perspective . . .

➢ Procrastination is not something that will get you through this class. 
You need good time management skills. 

➢ There’s no need to spend time making your notes pretty, and then not 
understand the section later.

➢ Don’t stress over the quizzes, you’ll get used to them.
➢ A lot of the content is self-taught, so you need to have discipline.
➢ You are going to feel discouraged at some point during the course but 

it’s okay because you’ll get through it!

Most importantly...
★ PUT YOUR MENTAL HEALTH FIRST!!! If you’re feeling overwhelmed, take a 

break, do something that relaxes you, talk to someone. It’s just as important 
as your physical health.



How much time I spend, how challenging it is . . .
Marat’s perspective . . .

● Extremely challenging (never seen 
anything like this before) 

● About 20 pages ----> 2 question quiz
● 5 hours of only history each day (did 

not feel prepared)
● Hard to balance with other classes

● Got used to it fast 
● Not that difficult
● Same amount of pages, sometimes 

more or less
● Only 2-3 hours of studying
● Easier to balance homework with other 

classes if time is managed well
 

Start of the Semester End of the Semester



Comments from a junior  . . .
- Don’t blindly decide to take an 

AP class, especially if it’s your 
first one

- Like any AP/Honors course, AP 
World has its pros and cons

- If you decide to take the class, 
you should know…



Some final thoughts

➔ Your facility with language matters.

➔ You need to be a self-motivated / directed learner.

➔ It helps if you actually enjoy learning about history.

➔ You need to be okay with setbacks.

➔ You create headaches for many -- you, your parents, your 

teachers -- if you make ill-informed class choices.


