




TCI For Blended Learning

At TCI, we believe learning should not be confined to the classroom. Our flexible curriculum is aligned with state 
Social Studies and ELA standards and allows teachers to seamlessly transition from physical classroom to blended 
learning environments using the various resources and tools in our digital platform. We are committed to making 
sure that our curriculum and products keep teachers and students ahead in the ever-chaning world of education.
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Flexible Assignments, 
Assessments, and Grading 
features provide a streamline 
process so student work can be 
managed in one place from 
beginning to end of instruction. 

Video Lessons for K-5 provide 
students with clear visual 
instruction so they can easily 
follow along when doing distance 
learning. These activities are also 
available in PDFs.

Student Work Notification 
ensures teachers and students 
are always up-to-date with  
assignment progress with instant 
notification when an assignment 
has been submitted or graded.

Blended Learning Resources 
are located at the program level, 
content level, and lesson level 
to provide teachers with extra 
support as they plan for distance 
or blended learning. 

Sign in as a student feature 
provides teachers the option 
to impersonate as students to 
view what students see and 
help model and troubleshoot 
for them remotely. 

Learning Management System 
integration allows teachers to 
assign, view, and grade TCI work 
using third party platforms such 
as Google Classroom, Canvas, or 
Schoology.



TCI’s programs for California were designed with one primary goal: to help students master the essential skills and 
knowledge set forth in the History–Social Science framework and standards. To this end, programs align with state 
standards and use a carefully developed, step-by-step approach to teaching.

The following document walks through TCI’s inquiry cycle and describes the relationship between the components 
of the program.
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TCI Inquiry Circle
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Essential Question

1 Asking Questions

Units, based on the standards 
and framework, divide 
lessons into logical groupings.

The Program Content provides 
at-a-glance information for 
each lesson, such as the 
Essential Question and the 
activity description.

Unit Openers utilize guiding questions 
from the CA-HSS Framework. Students 
record their prior knowledge and generate 
additional questions for inquiry.
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Preview Assignment

1 Asking Questions

The teacher starts the lesson with a short, 
engaging Preview assignment designed to 
tap into students’ prior knowledge and set 
context for learning the standards.

Preview assignments ignite interest 
and inspire student questioning.

The Preview assignment is an entry-level assessment 
that shows what students know and serves as a 
baseline for measuring student progress.
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2 Investigating Concepts

Lesson Guide

The Enhancing Learning section 
suggests additional literature 
opportunities and contains a wealth of 
websites and outside resources that 
can be incorporated into the lesson.

Differentiating Instruction 
tips are tailored to each 
lesson to ensure academic 
success for all students.

At the heart of TCI’s programs are innovative and engaging lessons. Lesson 
Guides describe what, how, and when to teach through easy-to-follow 
slideshows. Slides can also be shared with students with a click of the 
button when doing asynchronous learning.



6

2 Investigating Concepts

Lesson Guide

Formative assessments, such as discussion 
questions, are placed at strategic locations 
to help teachers assess students’ progress.

Lessons incorporate a wide variety of 
resources for student use, including primary 
source documents, color placards, vibrant 
images, handouts, and audio tracks. 
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2 Investigating Concepts

Text

Once students are engaged in 
the issue of the lesson, they have 
strong motivation for reading.

The Text features considerate and 
engaging text—a story well told 
through words and images.

The Introduction hooks students into 
the reading and the narrative weaves in 
historical and geographic thinking, rich 
primary sources, literary passages, and 
diverse biographies that help students 
understand different perspectives.

The Text has built-in support within the 
program for students to easily interact with 
the material. Students can listen to the text 
being read aloud, change the font size, and 
enlarge any of the images.

Leveled text allows 
you to differentiate to 
meet student needs.
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2 Investigating Concepts

Check for Understanding

Students then have an opportunity to interact 
with the content online in a variety of game-like 
question formats.

Check for Understanding motivate students to en-
gage with content in a variety of creative ways and 
self-assess by receiving immediate feedback.
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3 Drawing Conclusions from Evidence

Notebook

Notebooks serve as the students’ 
personal journals where they ask 
questions, conduct historical inquiries, 
and apply content and skills.

Graphic organizers set conceptual schema and help 
students remember what they read.

As students read and conduct the online 
and in-class activities, they take notes 
in their Notebooks.

Prompts completed during the lesson 
reveal student understanding of 
standards-based concepts so that 
instruction can be modified as needed.
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3 Drawing Conclusions from Evidence

Lesson Game

Following the lesson, students play the Lesson 
Game to review key concepts and skills.

Teachers can use individual student results, along with 
data on overall class trends, to gauge progress.



11

Throughout all lessons, a wide 
range of writing assignments 
are embedded in the Notebook.

3 Drawing Conclusions from Evidence

 Writing Assignments

Students analyze primary 
sources and conduct 
purposeful research. They 
write and evaluate arguments 
using evidence from primary 
and secondary sources.

Formal writing assignments 
align to the CA CCSS for 
ELA and CA ELD standards.
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4 Evaluating Content & Skills

Processing Assignment

At the end of each lesson, students complete an open-
ended performance task in their Notebooks. These 
Processing assignments assess students’ ability to 
analyze and apply historical content.

Teachers can view and grade student Processing 
asssignments within their Teacher  Account. 
Detailed answer keys and rubrics are provided. 
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4 Evaluating Content & Skills

Unit and Lesson Tests

Assessments can be taken online and 
graded automatically.

Tests have a variety of selected 
response, short answer, drawing, 
and authentic writing prompts.

Assessments for units and lessons 
are fully customizable and can be 
shared with other teachers.








