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TCI for High School

Foundations of the Program How TCI Supports

Content • Programs are updated with relevant, current content.
• Students analyze documents such as primary sources, court cases, and case

studies related to the program.
• Activities include standards-aligned content and encourage students to make

connections to their community.

Inquiry • Active learning is at TCI’s core; every lesson utilizes at least one of our six unique,
hands-on classroom strategies.

• TCI activities get students excited and asking questions; they are inspired to learn
more and conduct purposeful research.

Citizenship • Students “do democracy” through civic discourse and by engaging with their local
communities.

• Students build historical empathy by reading various perspectives.
• Students make written and oral arguments and share claims with evidence; they take

informed action when appropriate.

Literacy • Writing assignments are aligned to Common Core to strengthen students’ literacy
skills and support cross-disciplinary instruction.

•  ELA/ELD standards are reinforced throughout the activities and notebook prompts.

Welcome to TCI’s high school social studies programs, now better than ever! Loaded with new content and the 
most up-to-date technology, these programs include the exciting activities teachers love, as well as all of the 
features you need to manage your classroom. 

TCI’s programs are designed to help students master the essential skills and knowledge set forth in your state’s high 
school standards.



What Makes TCI’s HS Programs Unique?

Geography Alive! Regions and People
• Take an active hands-on journey into the world around you.
• Each lesson is a memorable case study that investigates important geographical concepts.
• Explore each region in the world with interactive Mapping Labs that simulate GIS tools.
• Connect geographic concepts from around the world to your own community with Global

Connections.

History Alive! World Connections

• Approach history from a global perspective.
• Begin with key concepts about the study of history, then dive into memorable, impactful case

studies. View world history through the lens of these global themes:
» Cultural interaction
» Political structures
» Economic structures
» Social structures
» Human-environmental interaction

• Investigating Primary Sources sections engage students with engaging documents and ask them
to build arguments.

History Alive! Pursuing American Ideals

• Study eras in U.S. history through the lens of 5 core ideals:
» Equality
» Rights
» Liberty
» Opportunity
» Democracy

• Engaging activities encourage students to develop and debate their unique perspectives.
• Writing opportunities challenge students to construct strong, analytical arguments.
• Connect events of the past with those of today.

Econ Alive! The Power to Choose
• Cultivate an economic way of thinking.
• The Financial Literacy Toolkit empowers students to take control of their financial future.
• Each lesson presents micro and macro perspectives.
• Students get involved in a real-world storyline that culminates in a project-based inquiry activity.
• Built to be a semester-long course.

Government Alive! Power, Politics, and You
• Empower students to care about government by connecting concepts to their lives.
• Prepare students to become active citizens with inquiry activities and the Doing Democracy

Toolkit.
• Each lesson integrates local, state, and federal concepts.
• Students get involved in a real-world storyline that culminates in a project-based inquiry activity.
• Built to be a semester-long course.
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Reading and ELD Support
TCI’s commitment to universal access—and our fundamental belief that all children can learn—is embedded in three key features.

Support Embedded Throughout Investigations
TCI Lessons are carefully designed to allow access for all learners. All lessons begin with students 
observing a phenomenon directly or through rich multimedia resources, allowing teachers to 
gauge prior knowledge. Each lesson element is designed to build on the last, spiraling from 
basic knowledge to the highest order thinking. Lessons are designed to assist students with 
diverse learning styles and abilities: strong visual elements mix with music and sound recordings, 
accessible readings, and active classroom experiences. This lesson structure supports learning for 
all students.

Differentiating Instruction
Lesson Guides include step-by-step suggestions for meeting the needs of English learners, students 
below grade level in reading and writing, special education students, and advanced learners within 
the context of whole class instruction, with minimal modifications needed by teachers. Support 
for CA ELD Standards is integrated throughout the lessons. Specific locations in the Lesson Guides 
point out which ELD standards to focus on for emerging, bridging, and expanding proficiency levels.

Reading Support
TCI’s programs provide reading support in both the Text and the Notebook for emerging to advanced 
readers. The Reading Level allows teachers to change the level of the text to meet student needs.

In the Text,
• Lesson Introductions hook students and set context for upcoming reading.
• Reading Support Buttons allow students to change the text reading level, highlight main

ideas, or use text-to-speech audio.
• Considerate Text has a single-column layout, section titles, and subheads that divide content

into meaningful and manageable chunks, carefully structured paragraphs with topic sentences
and supporting details, images that are carefully chosen to support the text, and captions that
incorporate main ideas.

• Vocabulary is introduced in the Introduction and then defined in-line to support reading fluency.
• Glossary assists students with essential terms.
• Lesson Summaries succinctly review main concepts.

In the Notebook,
• Preview assignments assess students’ prior knowledge and get them asking questions about

the lesson.
• Processing assignments allow students to show that they know and can be graded as

formative assessments.

TCI’s Digital Resources include a wealth of Literacy Support, including Reading, Writing, and 
Vocabulary Development Toolkits.
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TCI For Blended Learning

At TCI, we believe learning should not be confined to the classroom. Our flexible curriculum is aligned with state 
Social Studies and ELA standards and allows teachers to seamlessly transition from physical classroom to blended 
learning environments using the various resources and tools in our digital platform. We are committed to making 
sure that our curriculum and products keep teachers and students ahead in the ever-chaning world of education.
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Flexible Assignments, 
Assessments, and Grading 
features provide a streamline 
process so student work can be 
managed in one place from 
beginning to end of instruction. 

Video Lessons for K-5 provide 
students with clear visual 
instruction so they can easily 
follow along when doing distance 
learning. These activities are also 
available in PDFs.

Student Work Notification 
ensures teachers and students 
are always up-to-date with  
assignment progress with instant 
notification when an assignment 
has been submitted or graded.

Blended Learning Resources 
are located at the program level, 
content level, and lesson level 
to provide teachers with extra 
support as they plan for distance 
or blended learning. 

Sign in as a student feature 
provides teachers the option 
to impersonate as students to 
view what students see and 
help model and troubleshoot 
for them remotely. 

Learning Management System 
integration allows teachers to 
assign, view, and grade TCI work 
using third party platforms such 
as Google Classroom, Canvas, or 
Schoology.



TCI’s high school programs were designed with one primary goal: to help students master the essential skills and
knowledge set forth in your high school standards. To this end, programs align with state standards and use a
carefully developed, step-by-step approach to teaching.

The following document walks through TCI’s inquiry cycle and describes the relationship between the components
of the program.

Inquiry Cycle
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1 Asking Questions

Units based on the standards
and framework divide
lessons into logical groupings.

The Program Content provides 
at-a-glance information for 
each lesson, such as the 
Essential Question and the 
activity description.

Unit Openers utilize guiding questions. 
Students record their prior knowledge and 
generate additional questions for inquiry.

Essential Question
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1 Asking Questions

The teacher starts the lesson with a short, 
engaging inquiry assignment designed to 
tap into students’ prior knowledge and set 
context for learning the standards.

Preview assignments ignite interest 
and inspire student questioning.

The Preview assignment is an entry-level inquiry 
task that shows what students know and serves as a 
baseline for measuring student progress.

Preview Assignment



2 Investigating Concepts

The Enhancing Learning section suggests 
additional literature opportunities and contains 
a wealth of websites and outside resources that 
can be incorporated into the lesson. 

Lesson Guides, TCI’s planning and teaching 
tool, are created to centralize your teaching 
tools. The easy-to-follow slideshows 
describe what, how, and when to teach.

Differentiating Instruction 
tips are tailored to each 
lesson to ensure academic 
success and universal 
access for all students.

At the heart of TCI’s programs are innovative and engaging lessons. Every 
lesson is developed around TCI’s six teaching strategies, which are designed 
to engage students by analyzing powerful visuals, acting out historical 
events, and interacting with rich written and visual primary sources.

Lesson Guide
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2 Investigating Concepts

The Text hooks students into the reading, 
and the narrative weaves in historical and 
geographic thinking, rich primary sources, 
literary passages, and diverse biographies 
that help students understand different 
perspectives.

Online Text has built-in support within the 
program for students to easily interact 
with the material. Students can listen to 
the text being read aloud, highlight main 
ideas, enlarge the images, read the text in 
Spanish, or take notes.

Introductory inquiry activity motivates 
students to engage with and read the text.

Text

Leveled text allows you to differentiate 
to meet student needs.



3 Drawing Conclusions from Evidence

The Notebook serves as the students’ 
personal journals where they ask questions, 
conduct historical inquiries, and apply 
content and skills.

TCI incorporates Formative Assessments within the lessons by using Tutorials, Lesson Games, and a 
variety of Notebook questions, including graphic organizers. Prompts completed during the lesson reveal 
students’ understanding of standards-based concepts so that instructions can be modified as needed.

As students read and conduct the online 
and in-class activities, they can take 
notes in print or online.

Notebook
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3 Drawing Conclusions from Evidence

Lesson Games work as a formative 
assessment during the lesson. They can be 
used as a pre-test, post-test, or during class 
through the Teacher Account.

Teachers can use individual student results, along with
data on overall class trends, to gauge progress.

Lesson Game



Throughout all lessons, various 
writing assignments are 
embedded in the Notebook.

3 Drawing Conclusions from Evidence

Students analyze primary
sources and conduct
purposeful research. They
write and evaluate arguments
using evidence from primary
and secondary sources.

 Writing Assignments
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4 Evaluating Content & Skills

At the end of each lesson, students complete an open-
ended performance task in their Notebooks. These 
Processing assignments assess students’ ability to 
analyze and apply historical content.

Teachers can view and grade student Processing 
asssignments within their Teacher Account. 
Detailed answer keys and rubrics are provided.

Processing Assignment



4 Evaluating Content & Skills

Assessments for units and lessons are 
fully customizable and can be shared 
with others within your own district. 

Assessments have a variety of selected 
response, short answer, drawing, and 
authentic writing prompts.

Assessments can be taken online and 
graded automatically or printed as a PDF.

Assessments
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Setting Teachers Up for Success

The Grades allows for teachers to easily see class and student trends.

The Materials Page allows for teachers to easily access each document 
needed for the specific lesson. 



TCI Components

The rich Student Text tells a story with 
carefully crafted narratives, case studies, 
and primary sources. 

Students analyze powerful images, 
primary sources, and graphs with these 
reusable Placards. 

In their notebooks, students respond 
to content, conduct inquiries, analyze 
key information and data, and draw 
conclusions.

TCI’s online resources offers flexible 
lesson plans and dynamic teaching ma-
terials. All of your print materials can be 
found here too!
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Growing Pains and Gains

P L A C A R D  D

After the Civil War, tens of thousands of people streamed westward 
to settle the vast American heartland. Many believed it was America’s 
“manifest destiny” to occupy North America from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. John Gast painted American Progress in 1872, capturing that  
spirit. Trains, wagons, farmers, miners, and the telegraph all moved west 
in the late 19th century. What was progress to these pioneers, however, 
meant the end of American Indians’ ways of life.

1872
John Gast paints American Progress
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The Growth of and Challenges to American Ideals

P L A C A R D  C

Less than a century after winning independence from Great Britain, the United 
States almost split in two. The Civil War divided the nation because of questions 
about states’ rights and equality. In the battle shown here, black Union soldiers 
of the 54th Massachusetts Regiment attacked Confederate troops at Fort 
Wagner, South Carolina, in 1863.

Four months after this battle, President Abraham Lincoln dedicated the military 
cemetery at Gettysburg with a renewed commitment to American ideals:

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, upon this continent, a 
new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are 
created equal . . . [W]e here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in 
vain, that this nation shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of 
the people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from the earth.

—Abraham Lincoln, Gettysburg Address, 1863

1861–1865
The Civil War
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A Nation and Its Ideals Emerge

P L A C A R D  B

After defeating the French in North America in 1763, the British started 
tightening control over their colonies. The colonists believed these 
actions violated their rights. For example, Great Britain raised taxes, 
limited trade, and forced colonists to house British soldiers in their 
homes. In 1770, a crowd began taunting some of these soldiers with 
snowballs. The soldiers fired on the mob and killed five colonists. 
Known as the Boston Massacre, this event helped fuel the resistance 
to British rule that led to the American Revolution.

1770 
The Boston Massacre
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P L A C A R D  A

Getting Oriented

By 1673, when this map was drawn, European nations had 
established colonies in North America. They wanted colonies to 
increase their wealth and power. The people who crossed the 
Atlantic Ocean to settle the English colonies came for a wide 
range of reasons, including religious freedom, escape from debt, 
the opportunity to own land, and the chance to start a new life. 
Some, however, did not come by choice. In addition, the European 
colonists displaced American Indians from their land.

1607
Colonial settlement begins in Jamestown, Virginia

I N T E R A C T I V E  S T U D E N T  N O T E B O O K
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Section 6

The following is a list of America’s founding ideals 
and excerpts from the Declaration of Independence 
that correspond with those ideals.

Equality

“All men are created equal.”

Rights

“They are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights.”

Liberty

“That among these [rights] are Life, Liberty and the 
Pursuit of Happiness.”

Opportunity

“That among these [rights] are Life, Liberty and the 
Pursuit of Happiness.”

Democracy

“That to secure these rights, Governments are insti-
tuted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed.”

Write a short definition for each ideal. Then describe 
the influence of the ideal in 1776 and its influence in 
the United States today.

P R O C E S S I N G

Write a five-paragraph essay that answers the 
following question:

Have Americans lived up to the ideals expressed in the 
Declaration of Independence?

Your essay must include the following elements:

An introduction, including

• a hook that creates interest in the topic of your 
essay.

• a thesis statement that clearly states your 
perspective on the essay question.

Three body paragraphs that each include

• a topic sentence that clearly states one argument 
supporting your thesis statement.

• at least two pieces of evidence (visual details, 
facts, data, examples, or quotations) that support 
the topic sentence. For the first two body 
paragraphs, use evidence from Placards A through 
R. For the third body paragraph, use evidence from 
current events or from your own experience.

• a one- or two-sentence explanation of how each 
piece of evidence supports the topic sentence or 
thesis statement.

A conclusion that includes

• a reworded version of your thesis statement.

• a brief summary of your main arguments. 

I N T E R A C T I V E  S T U D E N T  N O T E B O O K
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R E A D I N G  N O T E S

Sections 1 to 5

Copy the table onto a full page of your notebook. Then read Sections 1 to 5 and complete the table. 

Ideal and Excerpt from the 
Declaration of Independence Definition

Influence of the Ideal  
in 1776 and Today

Equality

“All men are created equal.”

Rights

“They are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights.”

Liberty

“That among these [rights] are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.”

Opportunity

“That among these [rights] are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.”

Democracy

“That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just powers 
from the consent of the governed.” 

I N T E R A C T I V E  S T U D E N T  N O T E B O O K
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Defining and Debating America’s 
Founding Ideals

What are America’s founding ideals, and why are they important?

P R E V I E W

Survey on American Ideals

Write the following five statements in your notebook, 
and record the answer that best represents your views 
on each. 

1. All Americans are equal. 

a. strongly disagree

b. mildly disagree

c. mildly agree

d. strongly agree

2. Some Americans have more rights than others. 

a. strongly disagree

b. mildly disagree

c. mildly agree

d. strongly agree

3. Americans have all the freedoms they deserve. 

a. strongly disagree

b. mildly disagree

c. mildly agree

d. strongly agree

4. All Americans have the same opportunities to suc-
ceed in life. 

a. strongly disagree

b. mildly disagree

c. mildly agree

d. strongly agree

5. Wealthy people have a more powerful voice in 
American democracy than do others. 

a. strongly disagree

b. mildly disagree

c. mildly agree

d. strongly agree

6. Where in the Declaration of Independence can  
you find references to equality, rights, liberty,  
opportunity, and democracy? 

7. Why is the Declaration of Independence an 
important document?

8. Where did founders like Thomas Jefferson get  
inspiration for the ideals in the Declaration of 
Independence? 

V o c a b u l a r y  T e r m s

As you complete the Reading Notes, use these  
Vocabulary Terms in your answers:

equality

rights 
liberty

opportunity

democracy

I N T E R A C T I V E  S T U D E N T  N O T E B O O K
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What Is History?

What is history, and why should we study it?

R E A D I N G  N O T E S 

Read Sections 1 to 2. After reading each section, com-
plete the following activities in your notebook. 

Section 1 

Copy the following table into your notebook. Use the 
information from the reading to write a definition for 
each term in the table. Then explain how each term 
was represented during the in-class activity. 

Section 2 

What are the four reasons for studying history? List 
and rank them from 1 to 4—number 1 represents the 
reason that is most important and number 4 represents 
the reason that is least important. Write a brief expla-
nation of why you chose your top ranking. 

P R O C E S S I N G

Create a timeline of your life from the time you were 
born to the age you are now. 

1. Draw a timeline, with a mark for each year of your 
life.

2. Use one color to write the three most important 
events of your life on the timeline. Label each event 
with your age and a brief description of what hap-
pened and why it was important.

3. Ask family members what they think are the three 
most important events of your life. Use a different 
color to place those events on the timeline. Label 
each event with your age and a brief description of 
what happened and why they think it was important.

4. Beneath the timeline, write a reflection that 
describes the similarities and differences between 
the events you chose and those your family chose. 
Explain why you think you and your family mem-
bers interpreted the past similarly or differently.

Definition
In-Class 
Activity

Evidence

Primary source

Secondary source

Point of view

Historical  
interpretation

As you complete the Reading Notes, use these  
Vocabulary Terms in your answers:

evidence point of view

primary source historical interpretation

secondary source

V o c a b u l a r y  T e r m s

TCI offers programs for elementary, middle,

and high school classrooms.Social Studies Alive!History Alive!
Geography Alive!Government Alive!Econ Alive!

Bring Science Alive!
www.teachtci.com   800-497-6138

Bring Learning Alive!

TCI offers programs for elementary, middle,
and high school classrooms.

Bring Science Alive!

Social Studies Alive!

History Alive!

Geography Alive!

Government Alive!

Econ Alive!

www.teachtci.com   800-497-6138

Bring Learning Alive!

TCI offers programs for elementary, middle,

and high school classrooms.

Bring Science Alive!

Social Studies Alive!

History Alive!

Geography Alive!

Government Alive!

Econ Alive!

www.teachtci.com   800-497-6138

Bring Learning Alive!

TCI offers programs for elementary, middle,
and high school classrooms.

Bring Science Alive!
Social Studies Alive!

History Alive!
Geography Alive!

Government Alive!
Econ Alive!

www.teachtci.com   800-497-6138

Bring Learning Alive!

TCI offers programs for elementary, middle,

and high school classrooms.

Bring Science Alive!

Social Studies Alive!

History Alive!

Geography Alive!

Government Alive!

Econ Alive!

www.teachtci.com   800-497-6138

Bring Learning Alive!

TCI’s programs have everything you need to engage your students and get them thinking critically. 
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Digital Resources

Digital resources like these help you support student learning, increase student engagement, and gauge progress.
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