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I. Interpreting AAPPL Results 

 

All FLAG students took AAPPL Form A in grades 3-8 for the first time in October. 

Highest score is I-4 (upper end of intermediate mid) on this form. 

 

In 90/10 languages, the goal is for students to earn I-5 proficiency in 3 of the 4 domains 

by the end of 8th grade. 

 

In 50/50 programs (Japanese, Korean, Armenian), the goal is for students to earn I-4 or 

higher in 3 of the 4 domains by the end of 8th grade.  

 

For our current 3rd-8th graders (1400 students). 

74 percent of students were on track to meet the goals. 

 

Breakdown by language (3rd-8th graders in GUSD FLAG) 

76% French 

78% German 

69% Italian 

70% Spanish (note - is more than one school site) 

70% Japanese 

81% Korean 

 

New version of AAPPL that just launched should be able to do this. New AAPPL 

version here. 

 

Recommendation: Explain to parents and students the goal of test, and why it’s 

important. Teachers give students rubrics and examples so they produce more 

speaking/writing on those portions of the assessment. Reference: Content topics for 

AAPPL 2.0 

 

District emphasizes continuing with language studies even if students achieve 

proficiency goals before 8th grade. Maintaining language study and building upon it in 

6th-8th and high school is good preparation if students take international proficiency 

exams or Advanced Placement tests later on.  

 



The new AAPPL test (available in March 2019)  is adaptive in the sense that students 

can move up to I-5 and even A on the new version (if Form B is selected). District may 

consider choosing Form B1 for middle school students in future years to provide more 

differentiation. 

 
 

 
District is continuing to look for an AAPPL-like test in Armenian.  

 

II. How the District and School-Based Foundations (parent volunteers) Support FLAG 

  

A. School-Based Foundations 

 Interns/assistants, field trips, supplemental materials. 



Foundations typically allocate funds that benefit all students, not necessarily focused on 

FLAG-specific needs. Could there be a district-level Foundation to support FLAG district-

wide? 

 

Ex: Verdugo Woodlands Foundation won’t fund Japanese teaching interns because it 

doesn’t help all schools. Dr. Mason suggested asking Foundation to allocate a 

percentage for Japanese at Verdugo Woodlands. Board trustee, Ms. Nahabedian, 

recommended that Dr. Mason share the experience at Keppel with Verdugo Woodlands 

or other schools that are facing this issue. Japanese and Spanish at other sites have 

interns from consulates or grants. 

Ms. Nahabedian recommended more integration on the campuses so FLAG is seen as a 

cohesive group with the rest of the school not a “school within a school”. 

 

B. Supporting FLAG teachers and Language Teachers who work with former-

FLAG students in high school. 

 

This fosters more collaboration among levels (for teachers, by site, so the language 

program has continuity of grading, instrucation, etc.). There are specific FLAG 

professional development days to work with their teams - by language or by grade level. 

 

C. Language tutoring and how to support language learners in GUSD 

 

Currently varies by site. Sometimes it’s a teacher. Sometimes it’s an outside hire, 

sometimes it’s parents. Sometimes it’s during the school day, sometimes it’s after. 

Tutoring is essential for nonnative speakers. 

 

Funding is the issue. Perhaps prioritize middle school students? 

What about local university students? 

Harness parent volunteers. 

What about apps? There are tons of low-cost or free resources 

speaking/reading/listening comprehension and grammar (News in Slow French, News in 

Slow Spanish, News in Slow German, Italian). Compile them in one place for families to 

use. 

Hellolingo is a new site where language learners can chat with native speakers. (May be 

more appropriate for older students or with adult supervision).  

 

Former-FLAG students in high school could go tutor in the middle schools. 

Toll/Hoover works well. 

Prioritize more teaching assistance in FLAG classrooms 

 

D. Language-based summer school. FLAG Korean has an EEELP summer 

program. 

 

Non-language-based program sponsored by Glendale Education Foundation 



Recommendation: GUSD FLAG could put together a list of resources: “How to help 

outside of school” - a list of apps and programs, books and movies, that each FLAG 

family could access. 

 

E. Retaining FLAG students 

 

Clear pathways to all visually and in parent communications; clarify to families why 

which schools are chosen (for staffing). Add these pathways visually to back-to-school 

nights. 

Have more FLAG-wide events.  

Hoover/Toll/Keppel had a Block Party 

Let parents know the benefits; promote FLAG internally among GUSD employees and 

depts. 

 

F. Expand World Language offerings in GUSD 

 

District does not offer IB programs at this time.  

IB programs take about 2-3 years to get certified and up and running.  

 

Fact vs. Fiction with IB programs vs. Common Core Standards (even better if teachers 

can be featured explaining this). IB is expensive, a very narrowly-tailored learning 

program, and doesn’t count towards grad requirements for U.S. universities. APs do (the 

language AP exams are particularly effective at cultivating cultural competency, 

rhetorical skills, and reading comprehension). These skills are built up over the course of 

middle school FLAG. GUSD’s electives in high school are robust.  

 

See sample fact vs. fiction on bilingual learning here. 

 

G. Parent/Family Communication 

Have a FLAG Instagram account for families to find the program and to showcase FLAG 

teaching and learning (need photo releases). 

 

Highlight programs, projects, and offerings at FLAG schools, like Franklin’s Green Team 

program and the VR lab at Roosevelt. 

 

Provide posters about biliteracy seal and pathways in all elementary FLAG lobbies - start 

talking a lot about it in grades 4-6. 

 

Parents don’t seem to understand the value of just one FLAG class in middle school - 

explain it. What texts do they read? What assignments do they do? Parents also need 

help understanding Common Core, and how standards are reached in any language and 

any grade. 


