
 

World Language Advisory Committee  

Meeting Minutes 

October 15, 2018 at 6:00 pm 

District Board Room 

 
Meeting started at 6:00 pm with a welcome by Dr. Nancy Hong and introductions were made all around 

the room. There were 28 participants in attendance: 21 of whom were FLAG parents, 2 Board members, 5 

administrators, 3 FLAG specialists, 4 FLAG teachers. (Some participants fell into more than one 

category).  

 

GUSD’s commitment to FLAG reiterated. 

 

The newest FLAG promotional video was shared. It provides an overview of the program and its benefits 

to students. It can be found on the district website under the FLAG program page.  

 

One of the goals of the program: academic language proficiency in both English and the target 

language; not just everyday, conversational proficiency (just as they would if they were in English). 

Suggestion - communicate and explain this more clearly to FLAG parents. If you stopped learning 

English in 5th or 6th grade, how proficient would you be?  

 

Explain proficiency testing in the target language to parents - it’s to establish benchmarks, trace progress, 

and make informed instructional decisions.   

 

Program goals and targets by levels defined: elementary, middle, and high schools.  

 

Competency exams to earn certification 

Language proficiency testing via internationally-recognized assessments ❖ German: DSD 3rd/5th grades ❖ French: DELE 3rd/5th grades ❖ Italian: CILS (new to FLAG Italian this year) 4th/6th grade ❖ Spanish: DELE - end of 8th grade - aiming for A2  or B1 proficiency (split about 50/50) ❖ Japanese: JLPT in 8th grade ❖ Korean: TOPIK in 8th grade (new to FLAG Korean this year) 

 

Relationship between AAPPL, these international proficiency tests, and the international proficiency 

scales and advantages that each level confers. AP Language exams are NOT the same thing, do not 

translate into accepted proficiency for universities abroad, for example... 



 
 

Middle School FLAG enrollment totals 

17/18 school year: 296 students 

18/19 school year: 361 students, 18% increase 

 

High school implications 

FLAG students more likely to earn AP score of 3 or higher (pass) 

The AP score allows FLAG students fulfill UC/CSU graduation requirements by 10th grade, thus 

allowing them to take other courses in 11th/12th grades. 

They can earn a seal of biliteracy, goes on diploma via test scores/mastery and proficiency in English and 

target language 

Former FLAG students get a cord and certificate if they complete the highest advanced language course 

offered in high school 

 

HS students (German) sit for other American-created German proficiency exams. 

 

Suggestion for more ideas for recognition: Explain the possibilities of college abroad if B1/B2 proficiency 

is reached (it won’t be reached until 9th/10th grade most likely). 

 

Program changes for 18-19: 7th and 8th grade FLAG Korean has one course in the target language 

instead of two as in previous years.  

 

Proposal to build additional core classes (History/Social Sciences) in the target language for Armenian, 

Korean, and Japanese over the next 5 years.  

 

Questions: 

How to support non-dual families so they don’t give up the program when they can’t support their 

student’s language learning?  

 

What to do if FLAG kids run out of courses to take in 9th/10th grade? Then what? Independent study? 

GCC classes? Especially if they want to apply to more selective colleges, they’ll need 4 years of language 

instruction during their high school years. 

 

Suggestions: 



Communicate all of these incentives to parents who are already in the FLAG programs each year. 

 

Explain that giving up at MS means starting over in HS to get the 3 years required for application to 

UC/CSU.  

 

It’s not guaranteed they’ll get the electives they want in MS if they give up FLAG either, due to 

scheduling nuts and bolts. 

 

Better messaging about the implications of continuing FLAG in MS and HS - college implications 

Utilize school communication structures already in place: e-blasts, flyer with the information through 

Peachjar, streaming or recorded information meetings for those who cannot attend in evenings  

 

Teach the teachers to advocate for continuation with parents in grades 3-6 and also middle school 

 

There’s been a shift in enrollment to in-district residents. 

7% are out of district overall 

TK-8th - 3308 FLAG students out of 26,000 overall 

 

Discussion regarding multi-age classes in 4-6 grades. Inform incoming and primary level families what a 

typical student day looks like. Highlight the advantages of easing transition to middle school, being with a 

mix of students of ages, abilities, and languages (departmentalized English time). 

 

Explore the possibility of moving  6th grade to middle school; explaining pros and cons.  

 

Future meeting dates: December 4, 2018 and March 5, 2019.  

 

Meeting concluded at 8:05 pm.  

 

 


