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Glendale Unified schools 
continue to receive acco-
lades for excellence from 
the state and federal depart-
ments of education, from 
business groups and others 
who carefully monitor school 
performance.
Balboa, Monte Vista and 
Mountain Avenue elementary 
schools earned a spot on the 
2012 California Distinguished 
Schools listing, announced 

March 29 by the California 
Department of Education.
“I am so happy for our teach-
ers and our staff,” said 
Balboa principal Lena Rich-
ter. “This award recognizes 
their hard work and dedica-
tion on behalf of all our kids.”
Over the past several years 
20 other Glendale Unified 
elementary, middle and high 
schools have also been 
awarded the distinction.

California Distinguished schools

Transitional Kindergarten (TK), a new developmentally-
appropriate bridge between preschool and Kindergarten, is 
being offered for incoming students who will not yet be five 
years old when school begins. 
Children born in November 2007 are being directed to TK 

Transitional Kindergarten 
offered at Glendale Schools

The Foreign Language Acad-
emies of Glendale (FLAG) 
dual immersion programs 
have had some exciting 
milestones in 2012. The 
original Spanish dual immer-
sion students, who began at 
Edison Elementary School 
nine years ago, promoted 
out of Toll Middle School this 
Spring, with even the govern-
ment of Spain this year 
recognizing the students’ 
fluency.
Meanwhile, Benjamin 
Franklin Foreign Language 
Magnet School is introduc-
ing French this fall in addition 
to the three other European 
languages taught there. Six 
other GUSD schools also 
offer FLAG programs.

“The program has proven 
so successful that we have 
assembled a District-wide 
FLAG task force or parents, 
teachers and administrators 
to explore how we develop 
these language programs 
into the future,” said Super-
intendent Dr. Richard Shee-
han.
Glendale Unified School 
District offers dual language 
instruction (where all classes 
are taught in both English 
and the target language) in 
Armenian, French, German, 
Italian, Japanese, Korean 
and Spanish. For more infor-
mation on FLAG programs, 
call (818) 241-3111, ext. 457 
or email flag@gusd.net.

A big year for FLAG foreign 
language programs

FLAG adds French for 2012-13

classes this fall, and now, 
the option to join TK is 
being offered also to chil-
dren born in September 
and October 2007, as well.
“TK is a chance to our 
youngest new students 
to have the best chance 
for long-term success 
in school,” said program 
Director Dr. Kelly King. For 
more information on Tran-
sitional Kindergarten or to 
learn how to register, call 
(818) 241-3111, ext. 302.

Wilson fields equestrian team

In education, I have seen one 
principle hold true time and again: 
teamwork yields success. This year 
was no exception. Our students 
achieved at higher levels thanks 
to the collaborative efforts of their 
teachers, parents, and community.  
Whether working together to meet 
individual learning needs, providing 
emotional support, promoting new 
programs, passing a bond, or 
responding to the power of mother 
nature, this community rallied 
around its children.
Our results are not just about 
attaining national Blue Ribbon 
School status or adding to our list 
of California Distinguished Schools 
– although I celebrate each of those 
accomplishments.  Our results are 
in the classrooms I visit every week.  
Please join me in celebrating our 
many successes in this year’s 
“highlights.”

~ Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D
Superintendent of Schools

The Wilson Middle School Equestrian Team of Kylie Calleton 
and Andrea Smice captured an impressive 7th place team 
finish at Interscholastic Equestrian League competitions this 
spring, at the Hansen Dam Equestrian Center.
What is especially impressive is that the girls placed 7th in a 
field of more than 40 teams from public and private schools 
and academies – including high schools – throughout the 
Greater Los Angeles area.

Message from Dr. Sheehan
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A Balboa artist claimed a rare poster prize, twice!
Thousands of student art entries were whittled down 
to a fi nal 52 posters (36 from GUSD), submitted to the 
19th annual City of Glendale “I Love My Neighborhood” 
poster contest. Students were from all of Glendale’s 
public and private elementary schools.
The winner was Michelle Tahmasian, a 5th grader at 
Balboa Elementary School. She was a very rare (only 
one so far!) double winner of the prestigious contest; 
she was also the 2002 winner. All the artists were cele-
brated at an April 4 gala at the Glendale Civic Audito-
rium, where the winners were announced. Fremont, 
Keppel and RD White elementary schools also 
received recognition for having 100% student participa-
tion in the annual contest.
The contest, which carries a general anti-littering 
theme, is co-sponsored by the City and Glendale 
Clean & Beautiful.

Balboa student wins ‘Neighborhood’ 
poster contest... for a second time!

Balboa Elementary 5th Grader Michelle Tahmasian (second 
from right) and other “I Love My Neighborhood” poster 
contest fi nalists stand in front of her winning poster entry at 
the City’s April 4 awards ceremony.

Several Glendale programs were recognized May 17 
at the Los Angeles County Offi ce of Education Digi-
tal Voice Awards, recognizing exemplary instructional 
technology projects.
The “Bully Me Not” series of public service announce-
ments, produced by Mark Keppel Visual and Perform-
ing Arts Magnet Elementary School, won best overall 
elementary honors, in addition to individual prizes won 
by teachers using technology: Michelle Pimenta at 
Keppel, Shelley Owen at Valley View Elementary and 
Melissa O’Gara at Clark Magnet High School.

Keppel’s Bully-Me-Not PSAs 
win county digital kudos

Keppel students edit and shoot their prize PSA video entry.

Columbus Elementary School won distinction for 
Excellent in Urban Education Award, from the National 
Center for Urban School Transformation (NCUST) at 
San Diego State University -- one of only 14 schools 
nationwide to be recognized in 2012.
Schools chosen have high numbers of low-income 
students, demonstrate high attendance, show little or 
no achievement gap between demographic groups 
and score better than average in state tests. Columbus 
earned an Academic Performance Index (API) score of 
859 last year.

Columbus earns urban distinction

Measure S put to work at College View School
One of the fi rst major facility projects under Measure S will be the replacement of College View School, GUSD’s 
facility for students with severe disabilities, located near Glendale Community College. The school, which 
includes activity rooms and therapeutic areas, serves about 75 special needs students from Glendale and 
nearby cities.
Work on the $26 million 
replacement project will 
begin sometime in the 
2013-14 school year.
“For many years, our dedi-
cated staff has done an 
incredible job within the 
limitations of the current 
facility,” said GUSD Assis-
tant Superintendent for 
Special Education Dr. 
Amy Lambert. “I can’t wait 
to see what they can do in 
a new building designed 
to meet the unique needs 
of our students and our 
specialized program.”

Members of Glendale Sunrise Rotary Club joined prin-
cipal Dr. Linda Gubler Junge cutting the ribbon to dedi-
cate the John Muir Elementary School Literacy Garden 
– a longtime dream the service club helped make 
come true.
The long-awaited and complicated project turned a 
disused space outside the school’s library facing busy 
Acacia Avenue into an oasis for students to read and 
relax. A gurgling fountain and eventual foliage will help 
obscure traffi c noise.
“At a time when our funding is a constant crisis and so 
much is being taken away from us, it is so meaningful 
to see something like this come from the community,” 
Dr. Junge told the Rotarians.
“There are a lot of good ideas this is about the execu-
tion, said Glendale Adventist Hospital executive Sharon 
Correa, an early advocate of the project. “This garden 
can be a model for future projects at other schools.”
Club president Eddy Einem, an architect, and member 
Eric Hamilton, an insurance agent, helped prepare 
plans and coordinate Rotary work teams over several 
weekends.
“That was hard labor,” breaking up years of built-up 
asphalt and softening up the compacted soil under-
neath, Dr. Junge recalled at a morning Rotary meeting 
at the school. “This project exemplifi ed what Rotary is 
all about: ‘Service above self,’” she said.
The Literacy Garden is a project Rotarians will talk 
about for years, said service chair Stephen Ropfogel.
Included on the garden wall is a clay mural artist Cheryl 
Rosa depicting a Yosemite scene popularized by natu-
ralist John Muir, for whom the school was named.

Literacy Garden opens at Muir

Rotary members and students look on as Glendale Sunrise 
Rotary Club member Stephen Ropfogel, principal Dr. Linda 
Junge, and Student Council president Manuel Sardaryan cut 
the ribbon to open the Muir Literacy Garden on April 27.

The architects presented a rendering of what the new College View School would look like.
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Toll Middle School was one of 77 schools across the 
country to be named a model school by the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, the Montgomery, Alabama-based 
national civil rights organization.
The school won recognition for its promotion and 
participation in “Mix It Up at Lunch Day,” last Octo-
ber, coordinated by teacher and student government 
adviser Sarah Strange. A fun activity directed students 
to mix and have lunch with someone new.

Toll teaches tolerance

The Hoover Choir performed at New York’s famed 
Carnegie Hall on Memorial Day under the direction of 
noted British conductor and composer John Rutter. 

Choirs going places
Glendale High choir at Disney Hall

The Glendale High School A Cappella Choir at Walt 
Disney Concert Hall for the 23rd Annual Los Angeles 
Master Chorale High School Choir Festival on May 4.

Hoover choir sings at Carnegie Hall

2012 Commencement Ceremonies
More than 2,100 students-turned-graduates celebrate during 
commencement ceremonies at the four high schools, clock-
wise, beginning from right: Glendale, Clark Magnet, Hoover, 
and Crescenta Valley High schools.

An Edison Elementary School performance of the 
Lion King on June 1 was half a year in the making and 
showed off talents from both the school’s technology 
and Spanish Magnet programs. Actors spoke in both 
English and Spanish. Stage themes were created on 
computers and projected into the background, said 
director Cynthia Landeros. She and co-directors Sarine 
Gureghian and Ileana Batista worked with 80 student 
performers and crew members.

Edison presents ‘Lion King’

Where are our graduates going?
Just a sampling, from Hoover High School:
Stephan Ghazikhanian, Duke University; Christian Calica,  
Brigham Young University; Veronica Huerta, Drexel Univer-
sity; Yervand Azatian, USC; Ryan Kim, Purdue University; 
An Uong,Sarah Lawrence College.
From Glendale High School:
Vahe Avagyan, Columbia University; Manuk Hovanesian, 
UC Berkeley; James Sang Joon Park, University of 
Pennsylvania; Elizabeth Harris, University of Edinburgh; 
Alex Yoon, UC Berkeley; Eric Youn, United States Military 
Academy, West Point.
From Crescenta Valley High School:
Danielle Espinosa, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT); Brandon Baum,Stanford University; Selina Magid, 
Vanderbilt University; Caroline Artime,  Savannah College 
of Art and Design; Seung Min Lee, Cornell University; 
Priscilla Casper, Loyola Marymount University.
From Clark Magnet High School:
Ruben Avoian, Art Center College of Design, Pasa-
dena; Erica Baron, USC; Amalia Hakobyan, Franklin 
College, Switzerland; Jonas Kemp, Stanford University; 
Jessica Palacios, Whitman College; William Spurgeon,  
Worcester Polytechnic Institute.
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The Seamless Summer Feeding Program provides free lunch 
for all children under the age of 18 during the summer. The 
GUSD Food Services is serving lunch in partnership with the 
Salvation Army, Glendale Kiwanis, Sunrise Rotary, the City of 
Glendale Community Services and Parks. 
Lunches are served Monday through Friday (except July 4) to 
children and youth who need them. Lunch is served at three 
sites: Glendale High School, through July 20, 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.; and at Pacifi c Park and Palmer Park through August 17, 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Seamless Summer feeds hungry kids

Dr. Maria 
G. Gandera 
is Glen-
dale’s new 
Ass is tant 
S u p e r i n -
t e n d e n t 
of Human 
Resources, 
succeeding 
now-retired 

New Assistant 
Superintendent

GEF music drive sets a high tone

The nonprofi t Glendale Educational Foundation is working to raise 
more than half a million dollars to “Save The Music” in Glendale 
and La Crescenta elementary schools.
“We’re convinced that if music disappears from elementary 
schools, it will go away altogether,” said GEF Executive Director 
Susan Hunt. The foundation is determined that every elementary 
student who wants to play will have access to musical instruments, 
free of charge. 
The effort has received considerable support toward their goal 
from Glendale’s supportive business community and other donors 
(see the GEF website at www.glened.org) but the drive continues.
“Supporters are excited about ‘Save The Music,’” said GEF Presi-
dent Laurel Patric. “At an event with our Business Partnership 

Save The Music

$20,000

BUYS 2 
SNARE
DRUMS

$500
BUYS 2 
CELLOS

$5,000
BUYS 5 
MUSIC
STANDS

$100
BUYS 2 

TROMBONES

$1,000

YOUR GIFT OF

YOUR GIFT CAN HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN 
PROVIDING MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS TO OUR SCHOOLS

BUYS 5 ALTO SAX, 4 TROMBONES, 5 FLUTES, 
6 TRUMPETS,6 CLARINETS, 5 DRUM KITS, 1 CELLO, 

2 VIOLINS, AND A VIOLA

249 N. Brand Blvd., #391
Glendale, CA 91203
(818) 247-0466

Like us on 
Facebook!
www.Facebook.com/
GlendaleEducationalFoundation

Olivia Macaulay, social sciences teacher at Glendale High School 
was selected Glendale Unifi ed School District Teacher of the Year 
for 2012-2013.
Mrs. Macaulay teaches U.S. and World history, and Contemporary 
World Affairs at Glendale High since 2002. “She teaches history 
with a passion!” said one nominating student.

Macaulay is Teacher of the Year

“I am humbly honored,” said Mrs. Macaulay. “I 
work amongst outstanding teachers who achieve 
amazing results with their students and inspire 
me on a daily basis to do my best job. It pushes 
you to continually question how you can improve 
to enthuse and motivate students.”
Ms. Macaulay will join other Los Angeles County 
teachers at the LACOE Teacher of the Year 
honors in September.

Program, people were 
astounded to learn 
the talented musicians 
playing for us were 
from middle school! 
Young musicians need 
to have access to 
instruments in elemen-
tary school or they will 
never make it to middle 
school music,” Patric 
said.
The music drive is part 
of the GEF’s commit-
ment to sustaining the 
visual and perform-
ing arts in Glendale 
schools, in addition to 
their ongoing support 
for science and tech-
nology, and health and 
fi tness.

Community leaders from busi-
ness, government, academia, 
media and nonprofi ts were 
invited by the Glendale Educa-
tional Foundation to shadow 
principals at every school site, 
on March 13, for Principal For A 
Day.
Guests accompanied principals 
on classroom visits, playground 
supervision, parent meetings, 
student guidance talks and other 
duties as assigned. The tempo-
rary principals then returned to 
the GUSD Board Room with 
their real-life counterparts to 
share their experiences, over 
lunch.
“May it never be said that teach-
ers and administrators have 
an easy job,” Glendale News-
Press editor Dan Evans wrote 
of his experience at Toll Middle 
School in a March 24 column.

Community leaders 
become principal for 

a day

Fremont Elementary students fl ank 
businessman Todd Thornbury of 
American Softub, of La Crescenta.

Assistant Superintendent David 
Samuelson.
Dr. Gandera was previously 
Executive Director of Human 
Resources and, before that, 
a principal at both Roosevelt 
Middle School and Frank-
lin Elementary School. Dr. 
Gandera began her teaching 
career in 1990.

Kara Serg-
ile, a public 
h e a l t h 
c o n s u l -
tant and 
R.D. White 
p a r e n t , 
received the 
Burtis E. 
Taylor award 
June 12, for 
a commu-
nity member  
symbolizing 
the highest 
degree of 
dedication to public education 
as exemplifi ed by the late Dr. 
Burtis E. Taylor, superintendent 
of GUSD, from 1968 to 1982.
Sergile helped organize the fi rst 
major Safe Routes to School 
walk in 2009 and, this past 
May, organized the fi rst Bike-to-
School Day.

The Michael F. Escalante Senior 
Scholarship Award, begun in 
2010 in honor of the retired 
superintendent (2004-2010), 
is presented to an outstanding 
senior from each high school. 
The 2012 recipients:
Amalia Hakobyan, Clark 
Marita Maffi t, Crescenta Valley
Tiana Silvera, Daily
Alex Yoon, Glendale 
Stephen Ghazikhanian, Hoover
Other legacy awards honor-
ing previous superintendents 
James R. Brown and Robert 
Sanchis, were awarded to staff.

Five students receive 
the Escalante Award

Kara Sergile saluted for 
her work with schools


