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FRANKLIN ELEMENTARY THANKS GERMAN 
CONSUL FOR SUPPORT OF FLAG PROGRAM

Frank Müller of the German Consulate visited Franklin Elemen-
tary School on September 10, 2010. During this visit, the Board 
of Education presented him with a certifi cate of appreciation 
thanking him for his continued support of the Foreign Language 
Academy of Glendale (FLAG) German program at Franklin 
Elementary, as well as all the students of Glendale Schools.
Left: Frank Müller is presented a personal thank you note written by students in 
the FLAG German program at Franklin Elementary School.

On November 23, 2010, Italian consulate Dott. Nicola Faganello, 
Education Director Prof. Marco Salardi, and various dignitaries 
made a visit to Franklin Elementary School’s Foreign Language 
Academy of Glendale (FLAG) Italian classrooms. The purpose of 
the visit was to establish accreditation for the Italian program with 
the Italian School System. Franklin’s guests witnessed fi rsthand 
the instruction taking place in these classrooms.

STUDENTS ENTERTAIN ITALIAN CONSULATE

Students from Edison Elementary’s Dual Immersion program 
presented a magical night of entertainment to the community on 
December 8, 2010. The event, which was named the Festival of 
Light, was well attended by the students’ families and the Edison 
staff. The whole auditorium and stage were decked with beauti-
ful lights and delicious pupusas and tamales were sold to raise 
funds for the program.

EDISON’S FESTIVAL OF LIGHT

Left: Students hold candles as they sing Silent Night.

The Korean Education Center (KEC) in Los Angeles awarded grants to Korean programs in the 
Los Angeles County areas during a presentation dinner at the JJ Hotel in Los Angeles on October 
13, 2010.
There were 33 grants awarded and three were for Glendale Unifi ed School District. Brand new 
programs like Monte Vista Elementary’s FLAG Korean Program received $30,000. Existing 
programs like Keppel Elementary’s FLAG Korean and CV Korean Language Program received 
about $5,000 each. Each school wrote grants to promote the Korean language and culture at their 
sites.
Monte Vista will use their funds to go towards a bilingual education assistant and Smart Boards; 
Keppel will use their funds for a Korean Reading/Library Room and a Korean Dual Language 
Chorus Teacher; and CV will use their funds for instructional software, document camera, and 

GLENDALE SCHOOLS’ KOREAN PROGRAMS RECEIVE GRANTS FROM THE KEC

Message from
Dr. Sheehan

As we reach the halfway 
point of the year, I am truly 
thankful to work in such 
a great District. I am very 
impressed by the daily 
instruction our students 
receive as I tour the class-
rooms. I am also very 
excited by the potential 
opportunities that Measure 
S could provide, and we are 
currently exploring various 
educational technologies 
as they apply to the class-
room. I would like to wish 
our community a very happy 
and prosperous 2011!”

~Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Glendale Unifi ed School District Right, from left to right: KEC Vice 
President Sangshin Han, Teacher 
Specialist Naehi Wong, Korean 
Consulate General Jae Soo Kim, 
Teacher Specialist Rosabel Park and 
KEC President Younghan Keum.

student workbooks. Teacher 
Specialist Naehi Wong said, 
“We are so grateful to KEC and 
the Korean Consulate General 
for supporting our programs.”
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2010 NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP FINALISTS
The National Merit Scholarship Program is an academic comptetition for 
recognition and scholarships that began in 1955. Approximately 1.5 million 
high school students each year enter the National Merit Program by going 
through the application process and this year, seven of our Glendale 
Unified students were National Merit Scholarship finalists. During the 
Board of Education meeting on August 24, 2010, the Board of Education 
honored the following students who are 2010 National Merit Scholarship 
finalists, even though they could not be there that night as these students 
have started their journey in higher education:
Michelle Bae from Crescenta Valley High School, attending USC; Yoon 
Lee from Crescenta Valley High School, attending Northwestern University; 
Angela Oh from Crescenta Valley High School, attending USC; Andrew 
Park from Crescenta Valley High School, attending Brown University; Sara 
Whang from Crescenta Valley High School, attending USC; David Vartan-
yan from Glendale High School, attending Cal Tech; and Julia Park from 
Hoover High School, attending UC Berkeley.

The members of the Associated Student Body 
(ASB) in Glendale Schools has elected one of 
their peers to represent them and over 26,000 
other students in the Board of Education meet-
ings.
Terry Ou, a senior at Glendale High School was 
sworn in to office during the October 5, 2010 
Board of Education meeting. She went to work 
that night and took her place at the dais right after 
she took her oath.

NEW STUDENT BOARD
MEMBER SWORN IN

The 22 new members of the Glendale High School chapter of the National 
Honor Society were inducted in October 2010. They passed a rigorous 
process involving scholarship, leadership, character, and service.

GLENDALE HIGH’S NATIONAL
HONOR SOCIETY MEMBERS INDUCTED

First row, left to right: Lauren H., Haykanush A., Viktoria T., Caroline A., Nyree A., and Justine V. 
Second row, left to right : Nasrin J., Mia W., Tatiana O., Lillian A., Mariam K., and Tatevik H. Third 
row, left to right: Davit J., David B., Jorge B., Elliot K., Alex A., Christina R., and Terry O.

Roxanne O’Rourke 
was selected Glendale 
Schools’ Teacher 
of the Year 2011. 
She has taught at 
Mann Elementary 
School for 11 years. 
Students entering Mrs. 
O’Rourke’s class in the 
fall come with varied 
academic abilities, as 
well as  diverse cultural 
backgrounds.
Roxanne has been 
successful in building 

ROXANNE O’ROURKE IS GLENDALE
SCHOOLS’ TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Roxanne O’Rourke with State 
Schools Superintendent Jack 
O’Connell during the Teacher 
of the Year Award Luncheon.

Roxanne O’Rourke with 
husband David.

upon the knowledge and culture that each student brings into her class-
room with the rigorous academic and social knowledge giving her students 
the necessary tools and foundation that they will need to be successful 
students moving through each grade level. From age 10, Roxanne had 
always known that when she grew up, she wanted to be a teacher.

Sixty teams convened at LEGOLand in Carlsbad, California for the 2010 FIRST* LEGOLand League 
(FLL) Cup on December 5, 2010. Open to every team in the Southern California and Los Angeles 
Regions of the FIRST LEGO League, the FLL Cup is the last event of the year at LEGOLand. This 
year, Roosevelt Middle School, entered two teams in the event, Team MESA and Team NASA.
Team MESA is a veteran team comprised entirely of eighth graders. They headed into the event to 
refine their project presentation and robotic design interview as they prepare for the LA region cham-
pionships on December 18 in Chatsworth. Team NASA is a rookie team comprised of sixth graders 
with very little experience in LEGO robotics. They only had five meetings as a team before the event 
and only one day to build and program a robot for the competition.
Team MESA won first place for Teamwork. This is given to the team whose members best demon-
strate extraordinary enthusiasm and spirit. They also demonstrate confidence, energy, and great 
group dynamics. They finished sixth for their efforts in Robot Performance, as well.
Team NASA won first place for Inspiration. The “I” in FIRST stands for inspiration and is a new award 
focusing on the core values of FIRST LEGO League. The award is given to the team with the most 
inspirational work and the ability to inspire themselves and their teammates. Team NASA is the first 
team in the history of the FLL Cup to win the award.
* For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Techonology

Roosevelt’s Team MESA, left to right: Thanny N, Cesar F, Joshua 
V, Ryan P, Panda S, Carl A, and Jose C.

Roosevelt’s Team NASA, from left to right: Genesis A., Raymond 
G., Arman A., Enrique V., David M., Kevin M., Anthony T., Hovik 
T., Arthur A., and Stephen S.

ROOSEVELT BRINGS HOME LEGO GOLD
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Scholastic informed Clark Magnet School Environmental Sciences Teacher 
Dominique Evans-Bye that Clark Magnet was selected as a winner of the 
Lexus Environmental Challenge in the Land/Water Division. The class’ proj-
ect involves collection and testing of lobster tissue samples from the Cali-
fornia coast for organic and inorganic contaminants. Students apply their 
Geographic Information System (GIS)/Global Positioning System (GPS) 
mapping skills to visually present the levels of contamination by location. 
The current project is an expansion of an earlier study of contamination 
levels in the LA Harbor.
The project is headed towards the final challenge competition where 
the teams compete for a grand prize. Sixteen prize winning teams each 
received $10,000: two middle school and two high school teams in each 
of four Lexus market regions -- Eastern, Southern, Central, and Western. 

LEXUS ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGE

Clark Magnet’s Environmental Sciences team, from left to right: Edward K., Steve K., Tania K., 
Yeprem C., Brian H., and teacher Dominique Evans-Bye.

TOLL AND ROOSEVELT BATTLE FOR THE VICTORY
On December 9, 2010, Roosevelt and Toll Middle 
Schools played their annual middle school foot-
ball game. Roosevelt Principal Lynn Marso said, 
“Even though the score of the game against Toll 
for this game did not come out in our favor, the 
Roosevelt Roughrider Team played an outstand-
ing game and showed fantastic teamwork, moti-
vation and school spirit. Playing on the Hoover 
field for the first time was an excellent experi-
ence for our players. The Roosevelt Roughriders 
football team had a great year!” The Glendale 
Educational Foundation provided bus transporta-
tion for the after school league this year.
Last year Roosevelt won so Toll’s victory this year 
brings the teams to a tie.

BATTLE OF THE BELL: AN 80-YEAR OLD GLENDALE SCHOOLS TRADITION

Glendale HS seniors Caroline Aghajanian and James Mizuki were crowned Homecoming queen and 
king, respectively. Glendale High School Principal Dr. Deb Rinder and Hoover High School Principal Dr. Jennifer Earl.

Battle of the Bell’s tradition originated in 1930 when Hoover High School opened. At first the idea of the two Glendale schools meeting in sports competi-
tion was not approved by the school board. They felt that such a game would divide the community and in the long run would not be good for the schools. 
However, the schools were approved to play and the profits from the game went to pay for the medical care of injured players from both teams. The first 
game was played at Occidental College and then for 30 years the game was played in Pasadena’s Rose Bowl. The game was tabbed “The Big Game” 
back in the 1930s and is still called that today. The largest crowd recorded for The Big Game was in 1937 when more than 30,000 spectators attended. 
The bell came into play when it was donated in 1951 and annually is awarded to the winning team.”

Dominique said her Marine Science Research class was invited to showcase their GIS program at the LA County GIS Day event at the Department of 
Public Works headquarters in Alhambra on November 17, 2010. They presented their mapping project as well as other student projects. The students’ 
presentation was well received by an impressed crowd.
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GLENDALE STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN INTERNATIONAL WALK-TO-SCHOOL DAY
Students from Glendale Schools braved the rain on October 6, 2010 in order to participate in the International Walk-to-School Day. Parents and students chose to 
participate in this practice for the following reasons: walking is good for the health, it is good for the environment, it promotes safer routes for walking, it reduces traffic, 
and it promotes a sense of community.
Due to the rainy Wednesday, some schools postponed their Walk-to-School day to Friday, such as Verdugo Woodlands, where “Dads’ Club” members volunteered to 
be crossing guards for the day.
Some schools have extended this effort throughout the year and have organized ‘walking schoolbuses’ where volunteers and/or school staff meet walkers at a desig-
nated spot and walk with them to school.

Right, from left to right: Toll Assistant Principal Sona Arakelyan, Audria Amirian, artist Jim Fonseca, Jr., Rima Sahakian, and Toll Middle 
School Principal Dr. Paula Nelson.

TOLL MIDDLE SCHOOL MURAL IS UNVEILED FOR ALL TO ENJOY
On August 26, 2010, Toll Middle School unveiled the long-awaited mural, painstakingly put together by 
students Audria Amirian, last year’s student body president, and Rima Sahakian, last year’s eighth grade pres-
ident, with the help of artist Jim Fonseca, Jr. of Urban Artista, Inc.

The objective of this project was to create and produce a multicultural mural on one of the walls on Toll’s 
campus. Students, as well as teachers, were involved in the selection process of the final sketch to be painted 
on the wall.

The mural provides inclusive depictions of all races, ages, genders, cultures, and ethnicities portrayed in a 
positive light. It expresses appreciation and celebration of diversity at Toll Middle School to encourage a sense 
of belonging and to demonstrate that all students are of great value. Toll celebrates people from many different 
cultures; this mural will symbolize the school’s diversity, as well as unity.

CLOUD PRE-SCHOOL TURNS 40
Forty years ago, the Director of Child Development, Gertrude Ness, had a vision of opening a preschool in 
La Crescenta and held off on her retirement until her dream was realized. What started as a dirt field soon 
became the Cloud Children’s Center. The Children’s Center opened on December 9, 1970 and has literally 
served hundreds of three- and four-year-olds providing them with a high quality start to their education. The 
staff, families, and students came together on December 9, 2010 to celebrate 40 years of memories.

Gertrude Ness, now 104 years old, was in attendance and clearly remembers what it took for her to open the 
preschool facility. Organized by Jo Burns and a committee of dedicated families, the celebration had a “Wizard 
of Oz” theme and everyone had a wonderful time following the yellow brick road and honoring everyone’s hard 
work.

GLENDALE SCHOOLS RECEIVE RESPONDER SYSTEMS FROM GEF
The Glendale Educational Foundation (GEF) donated $127,000 to Glendale Schools to purchase 42 sets of classroom 
responder systems for all of Glendale Schools this fall.  Staff training was also included in this generous gift.  The GEF 
strives to enrich and enhance the educational programs of GUSD in three major areas: Science and Technology, Health and 
Fitness, and Visual and Performing Arts. This gift is the major gift for Science and Technology this year. Last year, cardio-
vascular equipment was purchased for the secondary school fitness centers, and the year before, the Arts Attack curriculum 
was purchased for the elementary schools. Ongoing support in each of these areas continues with art supplies and the fund-
ing of the buses necessary to manage the middle school after-school sports program. 

GEF raises funds through direct donation, and by major events. On the calendar now is the Dancing with Diamonds gala set 
for Feb. 11.

R.D. White School students 
were met with a walk on the 
red carpet and given stars 
for a “wall of fame.”

Mountain Avenue Elementary principal Rebeca 
Witt helps students up the wet steps while CV 
Town Council president Cheryl Davis greets 
students in front of their school. Leonard Coutin 
of CV Weekly took the photograph.

A red carpet 
entrance greeted 
walkers from R.D. 
White Elementary 
School.

Verdugo Woodlands Elementary decided 
to postpone their Walk-to-School day for 
a drier day on Friday, October 8.

Volunteers, from left to right, Jerry Shively  (Malia’s 
dad), Les Harrison (parent alumni), Glen Marhevka 
(Olivia’s dad), Steve O’Bryan (Miles & Paxton’s dad), 
and Farzad Pirkhah Kohan (Roz’s dad) from the 
Verdugo Woodlands Dad’ Club were on hand to make 
sure students arrived safely.
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Introduction
Glendale schools have a long and proud tradition 
of excellence. It is a tradition that has spoken for 
itself for many years and accounts for our school 
district’s solid reputation throughout the state.

Despite that acknowledgement, there’s a lot that 
goes on in our schools that the good folks in our 
community are not aware of. What follows here is 
a series we’ve entitled “Around Town”. Like other 
school districts facing budgetary constraints, 
fl uctuating enrollment, and increasingly diverse 
student bodies Glendale is determined to meet 
those challenges and continue delivering the 
highest quality education. Our good reputation 
has always depended upon a solid partnership 
between our schools and the community that 
supports them. We can all use some good news, 
so do take a look and see what’s happening in 
the GUSD.

The Glendale Unifi ed School District would like 
to thank Dan Kimber for his contributions to this 
publication.

Every Friday morning, from 8 until 8:15, the whole Dunsmore community (students, staff and 
parents) are walking or jogging on the playground before school. At the end of the fi tness activ-

ity, there is a Flag Salute,  school announcements, then 
it’s off to the classrooms. This is part of the PTA’s goal 

Dunsmore Elementary School

Rosemont Middle 
School
Students in Elin Terrazone’s science class collaborate 
in identifying characteristics of plant and animal cells. 
Working with microscopes, each student illustrates 
the shapes they see and makes note of the different 
shapes.

In Terry Parker’s wood shop class, seventh graders 
are fi ling and shaping to produce a kitchen implement. 
Students also practice safety in using woodworking 
equipment by making sure to wear their goggles when 
working on these machines.

Crescenta Valley High School
Crescenta Valley High School (CVHS) offers an ROP class after school for kids in the Academy of Science 
and Medicine. It offers a career pathway program for students, giving them the opportunity to explore the vari-
ous careers available in the fi elds of science and medicine. As a sophomore, they can take many fi eld trips and 
Academy sponsored activities. Sophomores also take our Biotechnology course which gives them experience 
in the new techniques and equipment used in today’s medical/research laboratories.

As juniors, Academy students choose two ROP courses which include Hospital Occupations and Emergency 
Medical Response (formerly known as First Responder), or Water Safety and Lifeguard courses.

CVHS Jazz Band and orchestra sponsored a car wash to raise funds where parents and community members 
showed a great deal of involvement. CV students washed hundreds of cars and practiced water conservation 
using high pressure/low volume hoses and funneled used water to planting areas.

to “get fi t, go green and give back”, as well as a 
way to begin to address childhood obesity.

Students from CVHS’ Emergency Medical Response class practice their skills by attending to a ‘patient’ involved in a vehic-
ular accident.

Eighth grader Ghadi G. uses caution when using sawing 
equipment in his woodshop class by making sure he wears 
his goggles and keeps his eyes on what he’s doing.
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CLARK MAGNET HIGH SCHOOL
Did you know? While Clark Magnet High School is a nationally recognized Blue Ribbon School, 22% of its 
students are not yet profi cient in language arts and 40% are not yet profi cient in math. Despite those statistics, 
Clark’s students score consistently higher on standardized tests, much higher than schools with similar demo-
graphics. It is one of only two schools in the state that are identifi ed as both Title I (over 40% of the student 
body is identifi ed as low income) and Blue Ribbon.

On January 11,2010, the National Science Teachers Association published “Reaching Students Through 
STEM and the Arts.” The article describes efforts underway across the U.S. focused on integrating science, 
technology, engineering, arts and mathematics (STEAM) curricula.

Clark serves an ethnically diverse population of students with STEAM programs at the same cost per pupil as 
other district schools (plus grants). About one-half of the school’s students qualify for free or reduced lunch. 
Eighty-fi ve percent of the school’s population speaks a language other than English at home, with primary 
languages being Armenian, Korean and Spanish.

At Clark, robots dive to get underwater samples of pollution and as a result have changed the way Homeland 
Security and other law enforcement agencies train underwater divers in Los Angeles. Students make movies, 
build robots, conduct chemistry experiments and do all of the things anyone would expect in a STEAM Magnet 
School-with one exception-the emphasis on STEAM is met with equal emphasis on the arts, careers and the 
humanities.

Clark has great pride and humility in their achievements and their school. Principal Douglas Dall is open to 
visits from anyone who wants to experience the school. This leadership and caring is what makes Clark so 
special. At Clark, the school is the community and the community is the team. The students rise with great 
energy and from all backgrounds to meet the challenge of asking and answering what kind of school, commu-
nity and world they want to live in. Clark is an answer to what works when a team unifi es the arts, humanities, 
and career and technical education practice.

Valley View 
Elementary School
Valley View’s favorite acronym is PARENTS. It is 
a simple reminder that the parents and the school 
are in a partnership. It’s also posted on refrigerators 
and bulletin boards in many of homes throughout the 
area.

P Participate in your child’s learning
A Accept only the best your child can do
R Read to your child and with your child 

every night
E Exemplify those behaviors you would like 

your child to copy
N Nurture the attitude in your child that he or 

she can learn
T Talk to your child, and listen
S Snuggle. Have you hugged your child 

lately?
Participate and be active in our school events and 
activities. The partnership between the home, the 
school, and the child is a key factor in your child’s 
success in school.

At Valley View, each year, the PTA Refl ections 
Program challenges students to create art inspired 
by a specifi c theme. Themes are selected from 
hundreds of ideas submitted by students to the PTA 
Refl ections Program Theme Search. The 2010-2011 
theme is “Together we can...” Students participate in 
the Refl ections Program by submitting entries to our 
PTA. Students can submit their entries in a variety 
of art categories such as dance choreography, fi lm 
production, literature, musical composition, photog-
raphy, and visual arts. Valley View students will be 
participating in the primary or intermediate divisions.

Fremont Elementary 
School
Academic Focus: Write on 
Target
Each student in the Fremont family is respected, 
valued and loved; an enthusiasm for learning is 
fostered and developed. Student successes are cele-
brated daily and student needs are addressed imme-
diately. Teachers and staff have worked diligently 
to create a learner-centered instructional program 
that values the special talents of each student while 
promoting high standards for academic achievement. 
This year’s academic focus continues to be writing.

Lincoln Elementary School
Lincoln’s motto is, “To Infi nity and Beyond”. The offi cial mascot 
is the Disney character, Buzz Lightyear, whose presence gets 
students to reach for their potential and then go beyond. Lincoln 
students are learning that there are no limits to their imagination 
and no end to their ability to achieve excellence.

Greeting each and every student in the morning is principal Bill 
Card with a smile and an encouraging pat on the back. All the 
parents know him and the students love him. The kids and their 
parents are connected to their school. We strive for this kind of 
connection in each and every school in the District.

Left: Lincoln principal Bill Card with students. Below: Lincoln students 
beautify their school through the use of art.

Mountain Avenue Elementary School
Wednesday Kids Art
Mountain Avenue Elementary, a National Blue Ribbon school since 2005, has maintained an Academic 
Performance Index (API) of over 900 for seven consecutive years. It continues to be the top scoring school in 
our district with a 936 API. While the school is very proud of its success, it recognizes that it is the concerted 
effort of teachers, parents, and staff that greatly contribute to student achievement. Decisions are a full collab-
oration of parents and teachers through School Site Council, non-profi t foundation M.A.C.K (Mountain Avenue 
Committed to Kids), and the PTA.

Everyone in Teresa Osment’s class at Fremont Elementary 
is engaged in writing, Fremont’s academic focus for this 
year.

One of the many extracurricular programs supported and encour-
aged by Mountain Avenue is KidsArt which teaches students real-
istic drawing and painting. This high quality fi ne art program offers 
art instruction that goes far beyond cut and paste, and arts and 
crafts. It teaches a student how to “see” in a new way and offers 
basic understanding of how to draw and paint.

KidsArt takes a very classical approach in teaching students to 
draw and paint. What this means is that instruction, coupled with 
practice, will bring about an independent and confi dent artist. This 
is not unlike the apprentice system used in the days of the Renais-
sance. Students worked for master painters for years before they 
ever became “masters” themselves.

Travis B. and Ily N. show off their work.
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