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Message from
Dr. Sheehan

As I begin my second year as the Superintendent
of Schools, I am very thankful to be working 
in such a great district and community as 
Glendale. The members of the Board of
Education, Mary Boger, Greg Krikorian, Nayiri
Nahabedian, Christine Walters, and Joylene 
Wagner, have been fi scally responsible and 
positioned the District comparatively well, 
in one of the most difficult economic times 
in the history of California. Additionally, the 
community overwhelmingly supported Measure
S, with a 70 percent passage. This bond 
will provide local funding to maintain quality 
education in our Glendale and Crescenta 
Valley schools.

Last year, I was able to visit each classroom 
in the District, and I am truly very appreciative
of the first class teachers and the daily
instruction our students receive. “Preparing 
Our Students for Their Future” is the motto 
of the Glendale Unified School District. 

Dr. Richard M. Sheehan
Superintendent of Schools
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CITIZENS’ BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
As a result of the community’s support of Measure S in the April election, the District has formed a 
Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee (CBOC). 

The purpose of the CBOC is to inform the public of the expenditure of bond revenues. The committee 
shall actively review and report on the proper expenditure of taxpayers’ money for school construction. 
The following members were named by the Board of Education: Armik Avedisian, Robbyn Battles, 
Rebecca Delfino, David Gevorkyan, Mia Lee, Stephen Pierce, and John Sadd.

RAISING THE FLAG AT GLENDALE SCHOOLS
Research shows that when dual-language students are
compared to their peers in mainstream classrooms: 
they score as high or higher in English, reading 
and mathematics; they earn higher SAT scores, 
particularly in the verbal section of the test; and, by 
the fi fth year, they outperform comparison groups 
and remain high throughout their schooling.

The Foreign Language Academies of Glendale 
(FLAG) program has grown in leaps and bounds 
since its inception in 2002. The program started 
with the Spanish language at Edison Elementary 
in 2002. The Armenian program at Jefferson
Elementary was added in 2006, Korean at Keppel 
Elementary in 2007, German at Franklin Elementary
in 2008, Italian and Spanish at Franklin Elementary 
in 2009. In 2010, four programs were added:
Armenian at RD White Elementary, Korean at 
Monte Vista Elementary, Japanese at Verdugo 
Woodlands Elementary, and Spanish at Toll Middle 
School. The Spanish program at Muir Elementary 
began in 2011.

For more information regarding the FLAG program, 
contact Cristina Allen at 818.241.3111, ext. 538 or 
send a message to callen@gusd.net.

Students in the FLAG Korean program at Keppel Elementary perform a play in the Korean language.

The German Consulate visited Franklin Elementary School. The students in 
the FLAG-German program presented him with a huge welcome message 
in German.

A student from Edison Elementary’s FLAG-Spanish program reads from a 
Spanish book.

GERALD SHARP: GLENDALE 
SCHOOLS’ TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Gerald Sharp has been teaching for more than 25 
years and for more than twenty of those years, he 
has served in the Glendale Unifi ed School District. 
While he has taught mostly upper grade elementary,
he has successfully taught middle school Reading 
and Math, primary and upper grade intervention, and 
special education. Currently, he teaches science, 
social science,
and writing in a
departmentalized 
fifth grade at
John Marshall
Elementary, a
school with an
API that has
grown from 649
in 2000 to 847
in 2010. Outside 
the classroom,
he is currently
the school’s PTA
President, a district
and site facilitator,
and has served as
a teacher representative for the Glendale Teacher’s
Association. Sharp’s success is due to the care and 
respect he instills in his students.

Glendale Teacher of the Year Gerald Sharp.



LOCKS OF LOVE
ASSEMBLY AT CERRITOS

On March 28, 2011, Cerritos held a Locks
of Love assembly in their auditorium. 
Teacher specialist Daniel DiMundo 
challenged students to donate their hair
by having his own head shaved; this 
prompted several students to donate 
their hair to this special cause.

Locks of Love is a public non-profit 
organization that provides fitted hairpieces
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MARK KEPPEL VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS
AND KOREAN FLAG MAGNET

730 Glenwood Road, Glendale, CA 91202 

All Keppel kindergarten through fifth grade 
students will participate in a high quality 
academic and arts program which promotes 
academic achievement and social competencies
by infusing the visual and performing arts into
the core curriculum.  The use of interdisciplinary
arts instruction across all content areas
increases academic rigor through a multi-
disciplinary approach.  Twenty-fi rst Century 
media/technology support a comprehensive 
visual and performing arts curriculum.  In 
addition to full participation in the visual 
performing arts program, students in Keppel’s
Korean FLAG program participate in a
research-based 50-50 dual immersion model
program leading to academic and cultural 
proficiency in both Korean and English.

For more information regarding Glendale’s 
Magnet Schools program, contact Jennifer 
Slabbinck at 818.241.3111, ext. 524 or send 
a message to jslabbinck@gusd.net. Visit the 
website at: http://www.gusdelementarymagnet.
org/index.html.

GLENDALE UNIFIED 
INTRODUCES 

ELEMENTARY MAGNET 
SCHOOLS PROGRAM

Magnet Programs are theme-oriented
educational programs that provide in-depth 
experiences in specific curricular areas. 
Magnet schools are designed for students 
with different interests, talents, and aptitudes.
Glendale Schools has three elementary 
magnet schools:

THOMAS EDISON ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY
AND SPANISH FLAG MAGNET 

435 S. Pacific Avenue Glendale, CA 91204 

Kindergarten through sixth grade students 
are engaged in a rich and rigorous program 
of study facilitated by the use of multi-media 
technology.  Every Edison student will have 
daily access to technology to enhance and 
support high academic achievement as well 
as ensure they have the ability to use 21st 
Century technology effectively.  All Edison 
students will use classroom technology and 
a computer lab for productivity, acceleration 
of skills, reinforcement of technology lessons,
and advanced enrichment.  In addition to full 
participation in the advanced technology 
program, students in Edison’s Spanish FLAG
Program participate in a research-based 90-
10 dual immersion model program leading 
to academic and cultural profi ciency in both 
Spanish and English.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN INTERNATIONAL FOREIGN
LANGUAGE ACADEMIES OF GLENDALE (IFLAG) 

1610 Lake Street, Glendale, CA 91201

Kindergarten through sixth grade students 
are engaged in a rigorous academic program
and provided the opportunity to become 
bi-literate, bilingual, and culturally aware 
in German, Italian, or Spanish and English 
in a research-based 90-10 dual immersion 
model program.  Instructional practices which
support high achievement for all students 
include cooperative learning, differentiated 
instruction, flexible grouping, and team teaching.
Students who begin in kindergarten should 
achieve academic and social profi ciency in 
two or more languages by the end of sixth 
grade.  Students continuing at Franklin in 
the fi rst through sixth grade English program 
will receive Spanish Foreign Language in 
Elementary Schools (FLES) for 90 minutes 
per week in addition to their full English
program.

Cerritos Elementary students show off their new bobs after donating their ponytails to Locks of Love. First row, l to r: Brianna M., Zaina S., Sera H., Evelyn C., and Gabriela C. Second 
row, l to r: Yadira R., Marilyn M., Adriana Z., Daniella D., Karen M., and Larissa H. (Not in picture, Olivia V.)

to financially disadvantaged children 
suffering from long-term medical hair 
loss, helping to restore their self-esteem
and confidence. Each hairpiece requires
between 6-10 ponytails. It is estimated 
that children comprise over 80 percent 
of the donors, making this a charity 
where children have an opportunity 
to help other children.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

Marshall Elementary Teacher Janice Ventura’s second and third grade class 
composed a poem in honor of Dr. Seuss and Dr. Sheehan.

LATE, GREAT DR. SEUSS’S 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATED 

THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT
Schools all over the District celebrated Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday during the first week of March. Students 
were thrilled when Glendale Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Richard Sheehan visited their classroom and 
read to them.

VERDUGO WOODLANDS ELEMENTARY
WINS IN THIRD ANNUAL GATE 

ELEMENTARY ROBOTICS TOURNAMENT
On June 10, 2011, 70 students from seven Glendale 
schools convened in the gym at Roosevelt Middle 
School for the Third Annual Gifted and Talented 
Education (GATE) Elementary Robotics Tournament.
Students from Cerritos, Fremont, Lincoln, Monte 
Vista, Mountain Avenue, and Verdugo Woodlands 
Elementary Schools, and sixth graders from
Roosevelt Middle School built robots from LEGO 
Mindstorms NXT kits and programmed them with 
LEGO NXT software. Students needed to complete 
a series of ten missions that challenged their robotic 
engineering skills.

At the end of an intense tie-breaker, team Verdugo 
Woodlands 3 emerged as the victors for the day.

GATE Teacher Specialist Deidre Weber, Roosevelt 
teachers Joyce Hamdan, Kim Naka, Frank Gonzalez,
Ryan Partika, and Randy Kamiya, and members 
of Roosevelt’s Robotics Club worked together to 
organize and host the competition. Superintendent 
Dr. Richard Sheehan and Board President Joylene 
Wagner joined in the excitement and visited with 
the children and the parents.

Kamiya said, “For many of the students, this was 
their first robotics competition, but it won’t be their 
last.” “When do we get to do this again?” asked 
one very excited student from Cerritos. For more 
information about LEGO robotics, please contact 
Randy Kamiya at Roosevelt Middle School or send 
him a message at rkamiya@gusd.net.

While the crowd watched the competition, Monte Vista’s Awesome-bot team were on 
edge as they wait for their turn.
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ROOSEVELT TAKES TOP
HONORS AT JUNIOR MESA DAY

REGIONAL FINALS
On April 2, 2011, Roosevelt and Wilson Middle 
School students representing the Math, Engineering,
Science Achievement (MESA) Centers joined two 
dozen other middle schools at California State 
University, Los Angeles to compete in the Los 
Angeles Regional Jr. MESA Day finals.

In the Math competition, Roosevelt eighth graders 
Luis Sy, Joshua Valerio, and Jose Camacho won 
the Team Mathquest competition in the Algebra/
Geometry division. Roosevelt eighth grader Cesar 
Ferrufino finished third place in the Solo Math 
competition in the Algebra/Geometry division.

Wilson Middle School sixth grader Anna Parsamyan
won second place in the “Speak Up” speech 
competition for her speech on “How Pesticides 
Impact Food Chains.”

HOOVER HIGH STUDENT 
AWARDED UP TO $100,000 

SCHOLARSHIP
Achievement Via Individual Determination (AVID) 
senior student from Hoover High School Edith 
Aguilar was not only accepted to the number one 
college of her choice, Bryant University in Rhode 
Island, but she also received the $25,000 William 
E. Truheart Scholarship, which is renewable each 
year for a grand total of $100,000. She plans to 
major in Accounting.

Edith started AVID in seventh grade and has taken
six Advanced Placement (AP) classes. She credits
her mother who inspired her to work hard and aim 
high as well as her AVID family for their tireless 
encouragement to be responsible throughout high 
school. She hopes to be a positive role model 
to her little brother, too. Hoover teacher Kathy 
Angers said, “Her dedication and perseverance 
have literally paid off.”

GLENDALE HIGH STUDENT 
ONE OF THREE IN  RONALD 

REAGAN LEGACY
SCHOLARSHIP

Glendale High School student Mark Garcia was 
selected a winner of the Ronald Reagan Legacy 
Scholarship. Mark is one of only three graduating 
seniors in the United States from the Class of 2011
who traveled to Europe on a two-week tour of the 
Czech Republic, Germany and France to learn 
more about the late President Ronald Reagan’s 
legacy by visiting historical European sites. This 
group completed their tour at a conference in July 
at Reagan’s private ranch in Santa Barbara.

2011 AIR FORCE 
JROTC AWARDS

During the June 7, 2011 Board of Education meeting,
the Board congratulated the Crescenta Valley High
School Air Force Junior ROTC program, as well 
as instructors Lieutenant Colonel David J. Worley 
and Master Sergeant David Cooper, for earning 
the Distinguished Unit Award for the 2010-2011 
academic year. There are 884 units nationwide. 
This award recognizes the personal growth and 
accomplishments of cadets, the contributions of 
the instructors as mentors, and the support of 
the school and community.

In addition, on May 21, 2011, the Crescenta
Valley High School AFJROTC (CA-882) held 
its annual End-of-Year Awards Banquet. Air
Force Junior ROTC Senior Aerospace Science 
Instructor Lt. Col. (Ret) David J. Worley presented 
19 of this year’s most outstanding cadets with 
nationally recognized awards from 16 different 
organizations.

Above, Board member Mary Boger is shown presenting the letter 
of congratulations and a certificate to Lt. Col. Worley and two of 
his cadets.

After months of construction, Roosevelt Middle School’s beautiful, new building addition was put into use by students and teachers.

ROOSEVELT MIDDLE SCHOOL DEBUTS NEW BUILDINGS

HOOVER HIGH SCHOOL BAND TOOTS HORN OVER NEW TRUCK

In the summer of 2010, the Hoover High booster 
clubs parents realized that among the top things 
Hoover needed was a vehicle or trailer to transport
the instruments and equipment for the band.

After many months of searching and looking for 
donations, Hoover parent Michael Risner happened
upon this truck for sale on Craigslist.

A contest was opened to Hoover students for the 
design of the truck’s exterior. Student Kathryn 
Paguio’s design was chosen.

In the meantime, $3000 was needed to do the 
complete wrap of the truck’s exterior. This was 
a daunting prospect as the band is small and 

limited in the ability to raise large sums.
Enter Johnny Harrison, from Lexus of Glendale. 
He has been a serious benefactor for Hoover 
as well as other schools in Glendale. Lexus
sponsored Hoover by paying for the exterior 
wrap. In addition, Lexus also paid for body work 
to refurbish the truck. 

The arts foundation at Hoover, Hoover Groove, 
donated $1000 for the truck, as well.

On May 31, 2011, the truck was presented
to the school to be used by the band and the 
football team.

SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS
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The Hoover Tornado Marching Band (HTMB) proudly stand in front of their new truck for a souvenir photograph
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ROBERT A. SANCHIS AWARD
The Robert A. Sanchis Award is presented annually to 
one Certificated and one Classified employee whose 
interaction with the public and with fellow employees 
reflects positively on the District. The Board of Education
presented the Robert A. Sanchis Award to Marge
Rader, Public Information Office secretary, and Win 
Saw, teacher at Crescenta Valley High.

PIO Secretary Marge Rader.

CVHS Teacher Win Saw.

JAMES R. BROWN AWARD
The James R. Brown Award is presented annually to a 
Certificated or Classified administrator for exemplary 
leadership skills and significant contribution to advancing
the quality of public education. The recipient of the James
R. Brown Leadership Award personifies the ideals of 
Mr. Brown as a visionary leader whose decisions and 
actions are based on clear ethical standards.

The Board of Education presented the James R.
Brown Award to Clark Magnet High School Principal 
Doug Dall.

Glendale Schools Superintendent Dr. Richard M. Sheehan and CMHS Principal Doug Dall.

The Burtis E. Taylor Award symbolizes the highest 
degree of dedication to public education as exemplifi ed 
by the late Dr. Burtis E. Taylor, retired Superintendent 

BURTIS E. TAYLOR AWARD

THE MICHAEL F. ESCALANTE 
SENIOR SCHOLAR AWARD

In 2010, the Michael F. Escalante Award was initiated. This 
award is presented to an outstanding senior from one of 
each of the Glendale Unified High Schools The Board 
of Education presented the Michael F. Escalante Senior 
Scholar Award to the following students: Lyova Zalyan, 
Clark Magnet High; Hannah Park, Crescenta Valley High; 
Valerie Hooper, Daily High School; Ji Su Yoo, Glendale High 
School; and Efren Pinon, Hoover High School.

Soroptimist International President Liz Mirzaian and Heather and Greg Calvert.

Lyova Zalyan of Clark Magnet High School has diligently served as a liaison and 
voice for all students in Glendale Unified School District with confi dence and 
dignity. He is reliable, gregarious, hard-working, and friendly, the consummate 
leader, poised, well-spoken, kind, and fair. Lyova has a history of initiative and 
follow-through indicative of a community leader. While serving as Vice-President 
of the Class of 2011 for two years, he has maintained a 3.39 GPA and taken rigorous 
courses including Advanced Placement Statistics, Physics, and Calculus. Lyova 
has been a California Scholarship Federation (CSF) member since freshman year. 
He is the 2010 - 2011 Clark Magnet High School Associated Student Body (ASB) 
President.

Ji Su Yoo of Glendale High School is an outstanding student who 
has participated in a rigorous academic program since the ninth 
grade and has consistently maintained a high GPA, fi nishing with 
an excellent 4.42. She is a member of the National Honor Society 
as well as a four-year member of the girls’ volleyball team. She 
was also a member of the high school’s orchestra, marching 
band and jazz band.  Ji Su is also an avid volunteer.  Over the 
course of high school, she has dedicated over 300 hours of her 
time to various organizations such as a local hospital, camps for 
disabled children, Christian missions with her church, and she has 
volunteered for a program that caters to disabled adults. She is an 
exceptional student who has taken full advantage of Glendale High 
School’s curriculum and was selected as the 2011 Pat Navolanic 
Memorial Award winner, the highest honor bestowed on a GHS 
student. Ji Su has matured into a well-adjusted person with 
excellent interpersonal and intellectual skills which she will carry 
with her to Harvard University in the fall.

Efren Pinon of Hoover High School has been a wonderful student 
with a 4.33 weighted GPA in his senior year.  Efren has been a 
passionate ASB President.  His high level of organization and 
commitment to the student body was evident from day one.  If 
anything was asked of him, he would make it happen without 
fail.  His use of Facebook and text message blasts as tools for 
mobilizing the student body was highly effective. 
He worked to increase student participation in spirit events.  Efren 
has lead spirit days and instituted music on the quad Fridays. 
His quiet yet effective leadership has made him a key student 
contributor to Hoover High School.

Hannah Park of Crescenta Valley High School is an amazing student who has served in 
many leadership and volunteer capacities during her journey through high school.  This 
2010-11 school year her peers chose her to lead them as their senior class president. 
This is Hannah’s fourth year serving Crescenta Valley High School in a leadership 
role within ASB.  She has been involved in the cheer program and numerous school 
clubs.  Hannah co-chaired the Falcon Award Committee and has been the Blood Drive 
coordinator four times over a span of two years. Hannah’s ability to lead others while 
balancing a rigorous academic class schedule has provided her with the opportunity to 
attend Boston University in the fall.

Valerie Hooper-Bedico of Daily High School enrolled at Allan 
F. Daily High as a sophomore in March of 2009 and joined the 
school’s Young Parent Education Program (YPEP).  She gave 
birth to her son, Nathan, in June of the same year, an event that 
sparked an immediate and passionate interest in leadership and 
responsibility.  She enthusiastically participated in the Young 
Parent Education Program.  
During her junior year, Valerie was very involved as an offi cer in 
the school’s student government program (the ASB), and was 
a regular leader of weekly lunchtime activities.  Academically, 
Valerie was a very responsible student, earning a GPA above 
3.0 during her final trimester at the school.  Her unrelenting 
sense of leadership and responsibility was conducive to an early 
graduation, as she completed her graduation requirements in the 
fall of her senior year.

Harry Hull, Heather and Greg Calvert, Mary Boger, and Greg Krikorian.

Approximately 95 students received Reflections Program
awards from the Glendale Council Parent Teacher 
Student Association (PTSA) to commemorate their 
outstanding work in this annual district competition. 
Students competed in six categories: literature, music, 
film/video production, dance, photography and visual 
arts. Those who won in the categories of literature, 
dance and photography were honored during the
February 1, 2011 Board of Education meeting. PTSA
President Elizabeth Manasserian and Program Chair 

WINNERS OF THE PTSA REFLECTIONS PROGRAM ARE RECOGNIZED

Winners in the literature, dance and photography categories were recognized 
during the February 1, 2011 Board of Education meeting.

Winners in the visual arts, film/video production, and music categories were 
recognized during the February 15, 2011 Board of Education meeting.

Joanna Vose were joined by the Board of Education 
in making the presentations to the students. During 
the February 15, 2011 Board of Education meeting, 
students who won in the categories of visual arts, film 
and music received awards from Glendale Council 
PTSA and the Board of Education.

of the Glendale Unified School District.

Dr. Taylor retired in 1982 following 14 years in the 
Glendale Schools and more than 35 years in education. 
The Board of Education presented the Burtis E. Taylor 
Award to the Measure S Committee (Co-Chairs Harry 
Hull and Mary Boger) and Soroptimist International. 
Dr. Taylor’s granddaughter, Heather Calvert, and her 
husband, Greg Calvert, joined in the presentation.

GLENDALE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
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