
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GLENDALE 
SCHOOLS 

TRIVIA 
 
 
 US News and World Report ranks 

Glendale Unified high schools in top 
3 - 9% of US schools. Crescenta 
Valley and Clark Magnet High have 
earned a Silver Medal; Glendale and 
Hoover High have earned a Bronze 
Medal. 

 
 Eight Glendale schools were 

recently honored by the California 
Business for Education Excellence 
and Just for the Kids-California. 
Franklin Elementary and Clark Magnet 
High Schools were given Star School 
status while Dunsmore, La Crescenta, 
Lincoln, Mountain Avenue Elementary 
Schools, Rosemont Middle School, and 
Crescenta Valley High School were 
named Scholar Schools. 

 
 Four more Glendale schools 

recently received Title I Academic 
Achievement Award. Clark Magnet 
High School, Franklin, Jefferson, and 
Muir Elementary Schools have 
addressed barriers to student success 
and were able to create a school 
environment conducive to learning 
without regard to race, economic 
status, or physical or mental 
challenges. 

Message from Dr. Escalante 
 

“A family is a unit composed not only of children but of men, women, an occasional animal, and the common cold.” 
~ Ogden Nash 

 
The Glendale Unified School District, being comprised of children, men, women, class pets, and the occasional flu bug, 
definitely qualify to be called a family unit using the Ogden Nash definition. In a deeper sense, we share common 
objectives, goals, and history, as well. This sense of family manifests itself repeatedly and in many ways throughout the 
district. This sense of GUSD family was clearly manifested this summer when six new administrators were put in place - 
four of the six having graduated from GUSD schools, and all coming with teaching and/or administrative experience in 
the District. 
 
It is truly impressive to note again and again that after tribal interview processes involving teachers, administrators, 
parents, and community members, those rising to the top are consistently GUSD homegrown. Not only do we hear 
praise from outside agencies, companies and corporations about the high quality of our graduates, but we also seek to 
recruit and retain such skilled and committed talent. 

From left to right: Rene Valdes, assistant principal of Glendale HS, GHS alumnus; Dr. Jennifer Earl, associate principal of 
Hoover HS; Dr. Monica Makiewicz, associate principal of Glendale HS; Sona Arakelyan, assistant principal of Toll MS, GHS 
alumna; Dr. Deb Rinder, principal of Glendale HS, GHS alumna; and, Mike Bertram, assistant principal of Glendale HS, 
Hoover HS alumnus. 

What’s inside… 

The great race 
place 

Dr. Linda Gubler Junge, Director, Public Information, Assessment & Evaluation 
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Board of Education: Joylene Wagner, President | Mary W. Boger, Vice President | Chakib Sambar, Clerk | Nayiri Nahabedian, Member | Greg Krikorian, Member 

Dr. Michael F. Escalante, Superintendent of Schools 

Students outside of the Glendale Unified School District attendance area are welcome to apply for a permit. Seats are subject to availability; 
Glendale residents will be given priority. Call 818.241.3111, ext. 236, for more information. 

FLAG students 
present play in 
Korean 

Disney supports 
digital arts and 
animation 
academy 

Thumbs-up from 
Jake 

The Arts are alive and 
strong at Glendale Schools 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents enjoyed the Foreign Language Academy of Glendale (FLAG) - Korean student play at Keppel. 
A tale of two brothers, Nolbu and his wife, played by Daniel Shin and Ona Goodman, are rich and 
greedy. His brother Hungbu and his wife, played by Harrison Choi and Aimee Park, are poor, but kind 
and generous. 
 
Hungbu’s kindness to a swallow is rewarded when the bird brings Hungbu’s family unexpected riches. 
Nolbu tries to do the same thing and purposefully hurts the swallow and nurses it back to health bringing 
Nolbu’s family unexpected calamity. But the kindness of Hungbu is undeniable. He invited his brother’s 
family to live with them and they lived happily ever after. 
 
FLAG-Korean first grade teachers, Unis Choi and Kylie Hwang put the play together to create a 
language experience for their students and to learn more about the Korean language and culture; they 
thought the play would be a perfect opportunity to teach students an important life lesson about 
consequences. FLAG-Korean families provided the costumes and created the beautiful set. It was a 
labor for love of language. 

Lincoln Elementary: 
The Great Race Place 

Every year, the Lincoln Elementary playground is transformed 
into The Great Race Place for the Annual Lincoln 500, a six-lap 
tricycle race around the Lincoln track. This traditional event 
features first, second, and third graders furiously pedaling 
around the oval while fourth, fifth and sixth graders serve as pit 
crew. 
 
This event brings out the entire Lincoln community as students, 
alumni, families, teachers and staff all comes out to cheer their 
favorite racers. The Lincoln 500 has seven teams competing for 
the trophy: orange, red, black, purple, blue, green, and yellow. 

Simona Montanari, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor for Child 
and Family Studies at California 
State University met with 
parents at Franklin Elementary 
School to present the newest 
offering to Glendale Schools’ 
Foreign Language Academy of 
Glendale (FLAG) Program, the 
Italian language. Parents 
showed a huge interest in the 
Italian-English dual language 
program. 
 
Anna Silvia Chiaratti from the 
Italian Consulate was also 
present. She was very pleased 
and sent another grant 

Mooo-re lessons on nutrition 
Students at Edison 
Elementary and 
College View 
School have 
enjoyed a special 
treat, a visit from 
the Dairy Council 
Mobile Classroom. 
Instructors brought 
in a live cow to the 
school to help all 
students learn first 
hand how milk gets 
from the cow to the 
container. 
 
The interactive 
outdoor assemblies 

Above: An assembly by the Dairy Council Mobile Classroom. This is one out of 
the five mobile classrooms they have serving elementary school children all 
over California. Each year, the Council connects with over 300,000 students 
through this program.

STELLAR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

Keppel FLAG students perform in play 

integrated Language Arts, Math and Science, while teaching about agriculture’s contribution to 
the food supply. 

Mountain Avenue Elementary School 
kindergarten teacher Ashley Sparks had 
several activities for her class on President 
Barack Obama. 
 
The students listened to a read-aloud 
regarding President Obama, discussed a 
president’s job -- comparing it to their 
principal’s, voted, and later brainstormed 
what they want President Obama to do. After 
all of this, they went back to journal (draw 
pictures) about it. 
 
After that their teacher, Mabe Sparks, wrote 
out their statements onto a large 24” x 36” 
paper to send to President Obama. Here is 
what is stated on the posterboard: 
 
Barack Obama, President 
White House 
 
We voted in class seventeen (17) to two (2) 
for you for President. Since you say you are 
a President for all people of the United 
States we would like to suggest the following 
ideas: 
 be a good President, 
 don’t break any of our laws, 
 don’t steal our money, 
 don’t pass any speed limit laws, 

Kindergartners advise President Barack Obama 
 no wars, or maybe a little one, 
 keep bad guys from stealing planes, cars, 

kidnapping people and breaking into our 
houses, 

 no more candy or smoking in the United 
States, 

 help the  poor, 
 help the homeless, and 
 be kind to animals. 

Above: Mountain Avenue Elementary School 
students from Ashley Sparks’ class, from left to 
right, Nolan Brown, Carly Godbold, and Diane 
Santos Naccarati, wrote a letter to President 
Obama.

Students outside of the Glendale Unified School District attendance area are welcome to apply for a permit. Seats are subject to availability; 
Glendale residents will be given priority. Call 818.241.3111, ext. 236, for more information. 

Above: Delivering a lesson in German to kindergarten students at 
Franklin Elementary School, teacher Mark Alkofer uses Total 
Physical Response (TPR) to focus student attention. 

announcement funding the Italian-English program. The FLAG program is growing. Franklin will be 
offering Spanish, Italian and German dual-language immersion classes in the 2009-2010 school 
year. Edison Elementary offers Spanish, Keppel Elementary offers Korean, and Jefferson offers 
Armenian. 

Italian Foreign Language Academy of Glendale joins the 
Spanish, Armenian, Korean and German FLAGs 
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Disney to support creation of Digital Arts & Animation 
Academy at Glendale Schools 

The Roosevelt Roughriders 
competed in the Southern 
California Championship 
Tournament of the FIRST 
Lego League in Carlsbad, 
California. Over 50 teams, 
including one from Wilson 
Middle School and two from 
Roosevelt Middle School met 
at Legoland in December 
2008. 
 
Each team is awarded points 
based upon a research 
project, robotic design, 
teamwork, and robot 
performance. 
 
Each team has two minutes 
to perform specific robotic 
tasks and accumulates points 
for each task completed.   
 
The Roosevelt Roughriders 
impressed the judging staff 
and won the “Rising Star 
Award.” The award is given 
to a young team with the 
most potential. 

Roosevelt Middle School’s team Wins Rising Star Award 

The Walt Disney Company made a $25,000 donation to The Glendale Education Foundation to 
support the creation of a digital arts and animation academy located at Glendale High School that 
will be open to all district students. Joan McCarthy, Director of Community Relations for Disney 
said, “Disney is renowned for its ground-breaking efforts in the field of animation and with the 
creation of this new facility, we are thrilled to share our resources and expertise with Glendale 
students.” This program will be a feeder to the California Institute of the Arts. 

Los Angeles Magazine lists Crescenta Valley and Clark Magnet High Schools two out of the Top 
12 Public Schools in Los Angeles. They listed public schools “whose college placement records 
are comparable to those of their private counterparts.” Both CV and Clark are in the 12 that made 
the “top tier.” 
 
The magazine cited Clark Magnet’s Blue Ribbon status and how students are able to map out 
mercury levels in the Los Angeles Harbor, send amphibian robots under water to monitor areas of 
the Channel Islands, and is in fellowship with esteemed organizations such as JPL, Raytheon and 
NASA. On top of outshining other magnet schools in the area of technology, Clark students 
presented a film festival which highlighted works from its cinematography program. 
 
Crescenta Valley High School was selected by LA Magazine for their robotics team, their softball 
squad, their award-winning Junior Air Force ROTC, and their science and medicine academy who 
works hands-on with emergency responders and hospital technicians. To quote the magazine, 
“One quality that sets CV apart is its commitment to helping struggling students through 
aggressive assessment, tutoring, and incentive programs.” 

Clark Magnet and Crescenta Valley High Schools named 
in Top 12 Public Schools list 

Crescenta Valley High School coaches smile as Jake gives the thumbs-up. From left to right: John Nelson, 
Dave Mendoza, Jim Beckenhauer, Jake, Supt. Jack O’Connell and Phil Torres.

Students outside of the Glendale Unified School District attendance area are welcome to apply for a permit. Seats are subject to availability; 
Glendale residents will be given priority. Call 818.241.3111, ext. 236, for more information. 

OUTSTANDING SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

Did you know that Glendale Unified high schools offer 74 
different advanced placement & 33 honors courses?

Jake Steinfeld gives Glendale School fitness a thumbs-up 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell joined physical fitness guru Jake “Body 
by Jake” Steinfeld, who is chair of the Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports, at a 
news conference at Crescenta Valley High School on November 25, 2008 to release the results of 
the 2008 California Physical Fitness Test, which is given annually to all fifth, seventh, and ninth 
grade students enrolled in the state’s public schools. After the news conference, O’Connell and 
Steinfeld met with students working out in the school’s weight room. CVHS was selected because 
of high physical fitness test outcomes. 

Left to right: Disney Representatives Joan McCarthy and Greta Miller, Glendale Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Michael Escalante, GEF President John Sadd, and Disney icon Mickey Mouse.

Glendale High School: Voted Glendale’s best 

Above: Glendale News Press readers recently voted Glendale High School the best public school in 
Glendale. Every year, readers cast their votes and declare a winner. 
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Above: Ryan Kamiya and Arno Aghababyan prepare for action. 



 

Kirt Kohlmeier, Toll PE teacher, voted 
Glendale’s Best Coach. 
 
“Coaching is in Kirt’s blood. He is 
wonderful with his middle level students. 
He ‘coaches’ our kids in important health 
and life skills every day in his classes.” 
~Dr. Paula Nelson, Toll Middle School 
Principal 

ART IS ALIVE AND STRONG AT GLENDALE SCHOOLS 

Above: The cast of R.D. White Elementary School’s E-I-E-I-Oops! 
ensemble “Ham It Up” for their audience.  

WORLD CLASS TEACHERS 

Glendale Schools’ Middle School Science Teachers learned about deoxyribonucleic acid 
(DNA) extraction and are shown participating in a lesson on extracting DNA from wheat germ 
that they replicated in their own classrooms. 
 
Using detergent, alcohol, and common household supplies, these teachers assisted middle 
school students in removing DNA from wheat germ and then examining some of its chemical 
properties such as viscosity and elasticity. 
 
The professional development was held at the Huntington Gardens Botanical Science Center. 
This is a part of the Bioscience SB-70 Quick Start Grant with Pasadena City College, 
Glendale Community College, and the K-12 districts within their areas. The purpose of the 
grant is to encourage students to study biotechnology and to introduce students to career 
pathways in this area. 

Above: Roosevelt Middle School Science teachers Geraldine Mercado (left) and 
Jozet Petrosian (right) learning to extract DNA at a workshop. 

Glendale Teachers: Best of the best 

Students outside of the Glendale Unified School District attendance area are welcome to apply for a permit. Seats are subject to availability; 
Glendale residents will be given priority. Call 818.241.3111, ext. 236, for more information. 

Glendale Middle School Science teachers extract DNA 
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Roger Smith, Clark Magnet High 
School Teacher, Delmonte Award 
recipient. 
 
“From the bowling alley to the 
classroom, we honor him for his 
work and his willingness to learn 
new things and to take on new 
challenges.” ~Doug Dall, Clark 
Magnet High School Principal 

Margo Ewing, Mountain Avenue 
Elementary School Teacher, 
Delmonte Award recipient. 
 
“Margo wholeheartedly believes that 
every child can learn.” ~Rebeca Witt, 
Mountain Avenue Elementary School 
Principal 

Theresa Dau, Glenoaks 
Elementary School Teacher, 
Delmonte Award recipient. 
 
“Theresa is an exemplary 
educator as she continually 
demonstrates her skills both in 
and out of the classroom.” ~Dr. 
Cynthia McCarty, Glenoaks 
Elementary School Principal

Lynn McGinnis, Rosemont Middle 
School Teacher, Crescenta Valley 
Chamber of Commerce Educator of the 
Year. 
 
“…he felt the best way to use all the 
knowledge he had accumulated over the 
years was through teaching.” 
~Crescenta Valley Sun, November 7, 
2008 

Above: The Crescenta Valley High School Drama Club’s presentation of the musical “Once on This 
Island.” 


