
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message from Dr. Escalante 
 
 

“Call it a clan, call it a network, call it a tribe, 
call it a family. Whatever you call it, 
whoever you are, you need one.” 

~Jane Howard 
 
One of the nicest things about living and working 
in Glendale is the sense of family and community 
here—especially within Glendale Unified. As an 
organization we are blessed to have not only a 
family feel, but also the best of the best employed 
in our ranks. Because of that, this year we 
approached hiring for key positions from within. 
By encouraging our GUSD staff, which 
represents the best and the brightest of 
educators, to consider administrative positions, 
we continue the tradition of creating opportunities 
for the GUSD family. Also, promoting from within 
our district allows for reductions to be made as 
appropriate. Reductions in administrative 
positions and consolidations of administrative 
responsibility provide opportunities for dollars 
saved to be redirected back to classrooms. 
 
Thank you and congratulations to the following 
people: 
∼ Dr. Amy Lambert, Assistant Superintendent, 

Special Education 
∼ Dr. Maria Gandera, Director, Human 

Resources 
∼ Dr. Mary LaMasa, Administrator, 

Educational Services 
∼ Kristine Siegal, Coordinator, 

BTSA/Professional Development 
∼ Lynn Marso, Principal, Roosevelt Middle 

School 
∼ Karen Stegman, Principal, Dunsmore 

Elementary School 
∼ Jacqueline Mora, Principal, Marshall 

Elementary School 
∼ Dr. Linda Junge, Principal, Muir Elementary 

School 

What’s inside…
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Board of Education: Mary W. Boger, President | Gregory S. Krikorian, Vice President | Nayiri Nahabedian, Clerk | Joylene Wagner, Member | Christine Walters, Member

Dr. Michael F. Escalante, Superintendent of Schools 
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At right (l to r): 
Lynn Marso, 
former Marshall 
Elementary 
principal; Dr. 
Linda Junge, 
former Public 
Information, 
Assessment & 
Evaluation Director; and Karen Stegman, former Intercultural 
Office Coordinator I, are the newly-appointed principals for 
Roosevelt Middle School, Muir Elementary School, and 
Dunsmore Elementary School, respectively. 

Reading First Awards Ceremony
 
On June 11, 2009, Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Richard 
Sheehan and Director Joanna Junge 
attended the Reading First Awards 
Ceremony at the Los Angeles 
County Office of Education. 
 
There were three participating 
elementary schools from Glendale: 
Mann, Muir, and Jefferson. Each of 
the schools received a Certificate of 
Completion. 
 
Jefferson Elementary received 
special recognition for decreasing 
the number of students scoring basic 
or below basic over the last five 
years. In addition, Jefferson was 
recognized as the highest 
performing Reading First school in 
the State of California in Cohort 2. 

This past December, R.D. White teachers learned of an opportunity for students to write a letter to our new President, 
Barack Obama. Three classrooms submitted their letters to the editors compiling a book titled Kids’ Letters to President 
Obama. One of the editors, Bill Adler, Sr., compiled a similar book in 1962, Kids’ Letters to President Kennedy. 
 
In February, four R.D. White Elementary School students’ letters were selected for publication! Adrian Nazarian, second 
grader, is in Mrs. Casciani’s class,Alex Bedoian and Tigran Gharibyan, second graders, are both in Mrs. Holland’s 
class, and Genevieve Sergile, first grader, is in Ms. Junge and Mrs. Svab’s class. All the teachers and parents are very 
proud of these young writers! 

The Committee for a Clean and Beautiful Glendale sponsored the “I 
Love My Neighborhood” contest for any student attending a public or 
private school in Glendale. The program is to promote civic responsibility 
to keep our neighborhoods clean. The 2009 winner was Michelle 
Tahmasian, third grader at Balboa Elementary School. 

Poster contest winner is from Balboa 

Four R.D. White students’ letters published in book

Right: R.D. 
White students, 
l to r, Tigran, 
Genevieve, Alex 
and Adrian, and 
the book cover 
in which their 
letters were 
published.
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Above is a picture of Michelle holding her winning poster. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

gave a standing ovation to Disney before the show. Franklin Elementary Principal Stephen 
Williams said, “We are so appreciative for this wonderful gift from the Disney VoluntEARS.” The 
group was invited to Franklin for a Friday morning ceremony and a thank you photo was 
presented to each VoluntEAR (80 altogether). Williams added, “Disney has been so supportive of 
Franklin for the past 12 years. They are just wonderful! Disney rocks!” 

STELLAR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
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Franklin Elementary School principal, Stephen Williams, announced that the Italian government 
will be awarding Benjamin Franklin Elementary School a minimum grant of $6,000 to go to the 
Italian immersion program. Franklin is a priority program for the Italian government since this is 
the only core program, private or public, in Southern California. The money will be available 
through December 2009. Franklin will be able to apply for additional grant money in February 
2010. 
 
In addition, the German Language Consultant & Programs Director for Center German Schools & 
Programs Abroad, Frank Müller, announced that for their current budget year of 2009, a grant of 
5000€ (approximately $7060) has been allocated to the Franklin School Foreign Language 
Academy of Glendale (FLAG) German program by the German government.  Only 1200 schools 
worldwide meet the quality eligibility criteria for grants from the German government. Franklin is 
honored to be one of them. 
 
For more information on the FLAG program at Franklin Elementary School, contact Franklin 
Teacher Specialist Ana Jones at 818.243.1809. 

Shane’s Inspiration is a program that pairs students without special needs and students with 

Edison Elementary unveils community mural

Edison Elementary School unveiled new mural panels on May 29, 2009 in the kindergarten 
playground. The panels highlight themes relevant to the school and its Spanish-English Dual 
Language Immersion Program: Mexican-American culture and art, the Glendale community, and 
the school itself, with a panel including late staff member Dean Christie. Mr. Christie’s wife and son 
were on hand for the unveiling. 

Verdugo Woodlands students’ seafaring experience
Verdugo Woodlands 
students spent three 
days off Catalina 
Island sailing the tall 
ship Tole Mour. The 
trip was a 
culmination to after-
school classes in 
which they learned 
about sailing terms, 
classifying sea life 
using a dichotomous 
key, fish anatomy, 
and signal flags. 
While onboard the 
ship, students 
became crew 
members who 
hauled up sails, 
performed night 
watch duties, 
scrubbed the decks, 
and kept the galley, 
mess, and below 

Mountain Avenue goes back to colonial times
After Mountain Avenue 
Elementary School 
Teacher Ron Gunnoe 
taught the fifth graders 
various aspects of 
Colonial Life, the 
students were able to 
participate in a “Colonial 
Day”. This year, they 
decided to invite the 
students to a birthday 
celebration for a colonial 
child. Students came 
dressed in Colonial 
costumes for the day. 
They participated in a 
colonial dance, planting 
of crops, butter-
churning, and soap-
whittling. 

Monte Vista students take part in Shane’s Inspiration

German and Italian Governments Raise Franklin FLAG

Marshall Elementary’s Drama Club presents Alice in Wonderland

Left, the tea party scene with the white rabbit, the dormouse, the mad hatter, and Alice.
 
On May 22, 2009, the John Marshall Elementary School Drama Club, under the direction of Mr. 
Marc Sercomb and Ms. Frances De Leon, performed Alice in Wonderland for students and staff. 
There was also a full house evening performance that was well received by parents. 

Disney and Franklin Elementary forge partnership

Above: Monte Vista students assist College View 
student at play during their recent trip to the Hansen 
Dam Recreation Center as part of the Shane’s 
Inspiration program. 

special needs at one of the accessible 
playgrounds. They provide a presentation 
about disability awareness to the non-disabled 
buddies in their classroom prior to the 
experience, as well as teaching them about 
differing abilities. At the playground, they 
facilitate the pairing and lead the group in some 
play activities. 
 
All the children benefit and have fun together. 
The staff comes and supports all the kids 
interacting and playing together. They debrief 
students afterward. Great person-to-person 
learning takes place. 
 
This year, the students from Monte Vista 
Elementary were the role models and friends. 
They took their roles seriously and with great 
enthusiasm. The ratio was about 2 to 1 (2 non-
disabled peers to 1 buddy). The kids were 
excited to work with their buddy. 

Right: Franklin Elementary 
staff and students show 
their appreciation to Disney 
VoluntEARS. 
 
Disney VoluntEARS had 
just completed their 
project at Franklin 
Elementary school, the 
construction of storage 
for the school’s 
workroom and lounge. 
They also installed a new 
“high-tech” sound system 
along with a state-of-the-
art projection system and 
a 14’ screen. The 
beautiful mural of 
Benjamin Franklin tops 
off the project. All these 
were done in one day 
and they were able to 
present Snow White that 
evening. The parents 

Above: Edison Elementary School staff take a look at new mural panels.

Above: Verdugo Woodlands students sailing the tall ship Tole Mour.

decks spotless. While snorkeling, they encountered masses of fish among the kelp, were face to 
face with a leopard shark, swam inside a deep cave, held a sea urchin, and kissed a sea slug for 
good luck. While sailing in the channel, the students were awed by the sight of hundreds of bottle-
nosed dolphins leaping next to the boat, along with the sighting of a minke whale nearby. “It was 
the best trip EVER!” was the conclusion of all lucky participants and teacher Sherry Kully. 

Left: Fifth grade Mountain 
Avenue student Bradford 
Hales (right) is shown with 
his teacher Mr. Gunnoe 
(left) wearing his colonial 
costume.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
They start out by figuring 
their net monthly income 
(NMI) and then the 
minimum and maximum 
percent of the net monthly 
income that they can spend 
in categories such as 
housing, utilities, 
transportation, food, 
clothing, health, life, 
medical/dental expenses, 
savings, investments, 
entertainment, and even 
charity, etc. They must then 
move around the building 
making choices that 
supports their income. Ms. 
Mulan added, “I keep telling 
them, it’s not how much you 
make, it’s how much you 
get to keep and that we 
must be smart enough to let 
our money help us do what 
we want.” 
 
The students wrote letters 
to their principal 
Cuauhtemoc Avila, here are 
some of their comments: 
 
• “I had to make choices 

that would affect my 
financial state, also 
sacrifices. These will 
reflect in my future 
choices.” ~Anonymous 

• “I learned how to make 
my money work for me.” 
~Michael 

• “...I learned about putting 
myself into a tough 
position and having to 
overcome my financial 
problems. I recommend 
you keep this class in 
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Clark robotics team brings home several awards 
Clark’s Catfish 2009 
Competition Team won the 
most awards on May 2, 
2009 at the 2009 Southern 
California ROV (Remotely 
Operated Vehicle) 
competition in Long Beach, 
CA. 
 
Even while their underwater 
robot experienced technical 
difficulties during the 
simulated rescue mission, 
their willingness to push the 
design envelop, to carry 

Above: Clark Magnet High School’s entry to ROV competition, The 
Catfish. 

Glendale student called by a US Congressman Daily High students visit Junior Achievement Park
Daily High School teacher 
Judi Mulan talked about her 
students’ recent visit to 
Junior Achievement Park. 
“It is a wonderful program. 
We’ve been learning about 
money management during 
the trimester and this is the 
culminating ‘hands-on’ 
experience.” 
 
According to Ms. Mulan, the 
students are each given a 
life profile when they enter 
the park, letting them know 
what kind of work they do 
and how much their gross 
annual income is. 

Wilson’s AVID class takes annual trip to visit 
The Advancement Via 
Individual Determination 
(AVID) program at Wilson 
Middle School is in its third 
year. AVID Teacher Jolie 
Augustine’s eighth grade 
class visited UC Irvine, the 
University of San Diego and 
San Diego State. The 
students were able to tour 
the campuses and learn 
more about the admissions 

Above: Eighth graders from Wilson Middle School AVID Teacher Jolie 
Augustine’s class took a break from their hectic schedule of visiting 
colleges in the San Diego and Irvine areas. This is the third year the AVID 
program is being implemented at Wilson. 

Rosemont students
become teachers to Cerritos students 

Each year, students from Laura Rivera’s eighth grade 
Spanish class at Rosemont Middle School come down to 
Cerritos Elementary and teach lessons using their 
Spanish skills. This year, teams of students were 
organized in centers and presented a play, taught about 
sushi and fishing, and enacted a fairy tale with students 
participating. 

Daily High logo

After being named one of 14 Model 
Continuation High Schools in 
California out of 523 contenders, 
the idea of having a school logo 
that captures the essence of what 
Daily High School represents for 
students surfaced. The original 
intent for the logo was to build 
school pride by including it on 
school attire and perhaps on 
letterhead. 

Roosevelt students attend NASA Explorer School 

Eighth grader Ryan Kamiya and sixth grader Anthony 
Perez attended the 2009 NASA Explorer School (NES) 
Student Symposium in the Spring of 2009 at the Johnson 
Space Center in Houston. They were selected based 
upon their participation in STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math)-based after-school programs at 
Roosevelt. Anthony is the president of the Robotics Club 
and Ryan is the president of the NASA Club. Both boys 
are also involved in the MESA Schools program and 
represented Roosevelt in the National Science Bowl. 

process and school life. 
 
Every year, AVID hosts a 
College Week at Wilson. 
Various college guest 
speakers and even some of 
the AVID tutors come in to 
talk to the students about 
college and their college 
experiences. Students also 
practice filling out college 
applications and write 
college essays. 

Above, from left to right: Monika Zadoury, Tommy Queally (top), 
Elizabeth Sovakian (bottom), Cristina Awadalla, Nune Grigoryan (top), 
Anthea Tayag (below), Fumie Arreza, Olivia Macaulay (top), Marie 
Sievert (below), Roth Ramos, and Michelle Herczog (Social Science 
Curriculum, LACOE).

Daily High School.” 
~Adrian 

• “I learned how to balance 
my budget so that I could 
live comfortably without 
being in debt.” ~Luis 

• “I learned things in this 
field trip that are going to 
stay with me throughout 
my life.” ~Bianca 

• “This class gave me an 
awakening on how 
important it is to save 
money.” ~Jonathan 

• “I am definitely going to 
use the skills I’ve 
obtained from JA park for 
the rest of my life.” 
~Summer 

Glendale High students compete in History Day
Eleven students from Glendale High competed in the 
California History Day in Sacramento on May 2 and 3, 
2009. Glendale High School History teacher Olivia 
Macaulay said, “They had been working on their projects 
since October 2008, and competed in History Day LA last 
March when their entries were chosen to continue to the 
state level. All students represented Glendale Schools with 
dignity and excellence, they were truly a great group to 
travel and spend time with.” 

Glendale High School 
student Tommy Queally 
received a call from 
Congressman Adam Schiff 
himself to congratulate him 
on winning the competition 
for the position of 
Congressional Page in 
Washington, DC this 
summer. 
 
Pages play a vital role in 
Congress, they act as 
couriers, electronically call 
members to vote on the 
House floor, and perform 

their electronic controls 
underwater, and to 
articulately explain why they 
took the difficult path and 
not the easy, earned them 
the following awards: (1) 
Third Place Overall Ranger 
class; (2) The Grace-Under-
Pressure Award for team 
cooperation and behavior in 
the midst of technical 
difficulties; and (3) The Best 
Design Innovation Award 
for the most unique 
application of technology. 

Right: Glendale student Tommy 
Queally will have the special 
opportunity to serve as page for 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
this summer. 

other duties under the 
supervision of House Page 
Program officials. 
 
According to Congressman 
Schiff, they receive about 
100 applicants from their 
district and can send only one 
person; this is quite an honor 
for Tommy, as well as for GHS! 

Above: Ota Lutz, NASA Explorer Schools Coordinator with Roosevelt 
Middle School students Ryan Kamiya and Anthony Perez. 

Above: Students from Rivera’s Spanish class as they enacted a fairy 
tale.
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School programs survive through 
generous donations 

The Glendale Educational Foundation 
(GEF) donated $14,000 to each secondary 
school to purchase equipment such as 
elliptical trainers and treadmills. 
 
Glendale High School Teacher Steve 
Holmoe proudly shows the plaque that will 
be displayed in the gyms of all middle and 
high schools thanking the GEF for 
donations in the area of Health and 
Physical Fitness. 

The Glendale High School (GHS) Bistro 
program, under the tutelage of Bistro 
Teacher Debbie Greenwood, has planted 
and nurtured a garden to harvest food that 
is prepared and served by students. The 
grant funding has run out, but now other 
community partners are stepping in to 
ensure the garden’s continued existence.  
On June 18, 2009, Rita Henderson of the 
Community Affairs & Educational Programs 
of Nestlé Corporation presented a $1500 
check to keep the kitchen garden going. 
The PTA has also donated $150. 

Lisa Jenks wins Digital Voice Award

Above, Lisa Jenks with two of her second grade 
students during awards presentation. 

Ms. Jenks’ entry, Amazing ANTics Using 
Technology, was selected as a 2009 Digital 
Voice Awards winner. An awards 
celebration took place to honor the winners 
on May 16, 2009, at South Pasadena High 
School. 

Glendale High School Math teachers 
write the book 

Glendale High School teachers Sarah 
Morrison and Kathleen Williams have been 
invited by College Preparatory 
Mathematics (CPM) to be part of a team 
that will create the second edition of the 
CPM Calculus text book. 
 
The book should be finished by the end of 
the summer and will be distributed 
nationally with Morrison and Williams 
receiving writers’ credit as Glendale High 
staff members. 
 
Math Department Chair Carol Hatsell says, 
“They are such a credit to GHS. We’re so 
lucky to have them.” 
 
CPM is an independent, self-publishing 
curriculum and professional development 
company based in Sacramento and 
founded in 1989. These books are 
currently used by more than 3000 teachers 
in more than 900 schools in 35 states. For 
more information, visit 
http://www.cpm.org/teachers/where.htm. 
 
GHS’s Sarah Morrison said, “At Glendale 
High School, we offer students the choice 
to take CPM classes at all levels: Algebra 
I, Geometry, Algebra II, Math Analysis and 
Calculus.” Morrison explained that 
students using CPM outscore students 
using the traditional program on most 
common assessments such as CST, 
semester grades and department finals. 
“Likewise, since adopting the CPM 
Calculus text last year, our AP Calculus 
scores have sky-rocketed!” says Morrison. 

Community engages in safety

Above: The Wilson Middle School staff plan with representatives from the school’s Parent Teacher Association 
(PTA), school’s neighborhood, the City, and the Police Department ways to increase walking and biking to 
school in order to reduce traffic congestion and improve student safety. Multiple schools throughout Glendale 
School District are engaging in similar discussions. 

Kiwanis honors Glendale teachers

Luis Herrera (1959-2009)*, left, with students William Sealer, 
center, and Ando Aslanyan (right). 

Brian Landisi (right) with student 
Michelle Cho (left). 

Donna Mohamadi (right) with 
student Bryan Garcia (left). 

Mary Hazlett (left) with student 
Jennifer Movsessian (right). 

Aida Babayan-Fard (right) with 
student Jasmine Brunson (left). 

On May 22, 2009, the Glendale Kiwanis honored five of Glendale Schools’ outstanding 
high school teachers at their annual Teacher Appreciation Day Luncheon. 
 
The recipients were: Luis Herrera*, Clark Magnet High School, Electrical Engineering & 
Technology and Robotics teacher; Brian Landisi, Crescenta Valley High School, Spanish 
and Yearbook teacher; Mary Hazlett, Glendale High School, ASB and Link Crew teacher; 
Aida Babayan-Fard, Hoover High School, Geometry, Economics, World History, and 
CAHSEE Math teacher; and Donna Mohamadi, Daily High School, Reading Intervention 
teacher. 

 
*We are deeply saddened by the passing of Luis Herrera in June 2009. He will be greatly missed. 

Nestlè brings ‘green’ to GHS 

Above, sample pages from Lisa’s entry.


