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How Does It SEAM?
 “If we are to make a difference for 
every student, we need to ensure three 
things: that instruction is standards-
based, that students are actively 
engaged, and that assessment is 
used to ensure mastery.” (SEAM)”

~Dr. Michael F. Escalante
GUSD, Superintendent of Schools

Madison Bautista smiles after giving a correct answer on her 
fi rst day of kindergarten on July 5, 2007 at year-round Mark 
Keppel .

Crescenta Valley, Hoover and Clark 
Magnet High Schools were named 
silver medalists in the U.S. News and 
World Report ranking of American high 
schools. Out of the 18,790 schools 
analyzed, 505 schools were identi-
fi ed as Gold, Silver or Bronze Medal 
Schools. This represents the top 3%.

The criteria used included a review of 
reading and math test results for all 
students in each state’s high school 
test. A college readiness index was 
developed based on the AP partici-
pation rate among 12th graders. The 
performance on the tests was also 
factored into the equation. The perfor-

mance rating counted 75% whereas 
the participation rate counted 25%.

More information is available online at 
the US News and World Report web 
site: http://www.usnews.com/sections/
education/high-schools/index.html.

US News & World Report rates
Glendale Unifi ed High Schools in top 3% nationally

9 National Blue Ribbon schools

Herbert Hoover High School, 
Best Public School

Shahe “Mr. D” Donabedian of 
Verdugo Woodlands Elementary 
School, Best Teacher

Voted Best of Glendale:

11 Title I Achieving schools

23 California Distinguished 
schools

807 District API score

The Glendale Unifi ed School District 
(GUSD) has embraced the concept 
of foreign language instruction in the 
Foreign Language Academies of 
Glendale (FLAG). Currently, programs 
in Spanish, Korean, Armenian, and 
German are offered.  

Administrators of the FLAG program 
are collaborating with the Italian 
government, who is interested in 
seeing an Italian program in Glendale.

The Offi ce of English Language 
Acquisition (OELA), US Department 
of Education’s newswire service, 
The OLEA Newsline, recently posted 
a hyperlink to the Glendale School 
District’s Foreign Language Acad-
emies of Glendale (FLAG) program.

“As educators, we are asked to do 
our best to prepare our children for 
our future, and this program, I fi rmly 
believe, is a giant leap in that direction,” 
said Dr. Escalante.

GUSD Elementary students learn foreign languages

Keppel Elementary School teacher Miss 
Darae Kim coaches her Korean-English 
Dual Language Immersion kindergartners 
as they form the various Korean vowels 
using chop sticks.

What’s inside this issue?

Student work blooms 
at Keppel Elementary 
School. See page 2.

Fifth graders at 
Cerritos Elementary 
work out their hearts 
and team-building 
skills. See page 2.

Champion stackers at 
Monte Vista Elemen-
tary improve hand-
eye coordination. See 
page 2.

Master muralists from 
Daily High School 
become popular in the 
Glendale commu-
nity. See page 3.

Passion and expertise 
guide teaching 
throughout the 
district. See page 4.
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Franklin Elementary, Dunsmore Elementary, Valley 
View Elementary, and Wilson Middle Schools were 
included on an Honor Roll listing as part of 569 high 

Keppel Elementary School teachers Karen Jackson (in red top) and Sherri LaCom (in blue top) work with 4th grade 
students on both Art and Science standards in a lesson that addressed photosynthesis and plant parts as students 
explore post-impressionist elements of line, shape, value, and texture.

Student work blooms with Art emphasis

California Business Education Excellence 
honors 4 Glendale schools as high performing

Physical Education teacher Roger Sondergaard reported that 4th - 6th grade Monte Vista students had a great time sport stacking. Every student had a full set of 12 cups and had a 
stackmat. Everyone raced against the clock and each other. They also set up six stackmats with display timers for students  to further challenge themselves. Everyone had a fabulous 
time with great music jamming in the background. When all was said and done, Monte Vista School truly stacked up.

Hand-eye coordination increases academic achievement
through improved attention to detail

Award-Winning Elementary Art & Physical Education Programs

Dunsmore, La Crescenta, Muir, and R.D. White 
Elementary Schools have been selected by the 
State of California’s Department of Education as this 
year’s State Distinguished Schools from Glendale.

The State Distinguished Schools is the highest 
award for excellence bestowed by California on 
schools. Nominees complete a rigorous evalua-
tion that includes academic achievement, quality of 

instruction, school leadership, parent involvement, 
and school-community partnerships.

Congratulations to Dunsmore Principal Dr. Mary 
LaMasa, La Crescenta Principal Kim Bishop, Muir 
Principal Amaly Avakian, R.D. White Principal 
Suzanne Risse, and to their staffs, students, and 
parents.

Four 2008 California Distinguished Schools
Fifth grade students at Cerritos Elementary School, coached by Physical Education assistant Bon Sam, engage in an 
activity called The Parachute Game which promotes upper body strength and improves respiratory functions while it 
teaches students teamwork, cooperation and getting along. The object of the game is to bounce all the tennis balls off 
the parachute using coordinated movements.

performing schools of California’s roughly 10,000 
schools. Each year, the California Business for 
Education Excellence (CBEE) fi nds the highest 
performing schools through a rigorous selection 
process. Particularly honored are those schools 
across the state that are closing achievement gaps.  

Using data from Just for the Kids - California (JFTK-
CA), CBEE and JFTK-CA identifi ed and honored 
the highest performing public schools in California. 
These schools were  recognized not only for their 
accomplishments, but so that other schools can 
learn the successful strategies or “best practices” of 
these Honor Roll schools.

The CBEE/JFTK-CA Star Schools list consists of 
schools with a high poverty, high minority student 
population. While these schools face signifi cant 
challenges, they are making tremendous progress 
bringing students to grade level profi ciency and 
closing achievement gaps. In fact, their progress 
puts them on a path to reach 100% grade level 
profi ciency for all their students in just a few years. 
Franklin Elementary and Wilson Middle Schools 
were honored within this category.

The CBEE/JFTK-CA Scholar Schools list consists 
of schools that are consistent high academic achiev-
ers and should be recognized for their hard work, 
but these schools don’t have the added challenge 
of closing achievement gaps. Like the Stars, these 
schools are on track to have all of their students 
reach 100% grade level profi ciency in just a few 
short years. Dunsmore and Valley View Elementary 
Schools were honored within this category.

A list of all California schools sorted by county is 
available at: www.jftk-ca.org/honorroll07. 

Elementary P.E. classes get hearts pumping
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Award-Winning Secondary Schools

On January 17, 2008, Hoover High School’s Virtual Enterprise class, 
led by teacher coordinator Mildred Outlaw, participated in the Virtual 
Enterprise Long Beach Trade Fair and won second place for the Cata-
logue and Design category and fourth place for Booth Design. There 
were 50 schools in the competition.

Virtual Enterprise is a program that simulates a real business environ-
ment. With the help of their teacher (“consultant”), they fi rst determine 
the nature of their business, its products and services, its manage-

ment and structure, and then engage in the daily operations of running 
a business. Emphasis is placed on using current business software, 
communications, and the Internet for business transactions. Also, the 
students had to interview for their desired positions.

Hoover High School’s Virtual Entrepreneurs

Glendale High in the Spotlight

Glendale High student Caroline Sirounian has been chosen as one of the 15 
Visual Arts semifi nalists out of 450 candidates for the 2008 Music Center’s 
Spotlight Awards; this is a major accomplishment. Above is Caroline’s entry to 
this top-level competition.

Roosevelt Middle School wins 
NASA Robotics Competition

The Roosevelt Robotics team won the Southern California NASA 
Explorer School Robotics Competiton at JPL held on January 26, 
2008.

The “Robotic Roughriders” scored 335 points, well ahead of the next 
highest team with 237. They also set the record for the most points 
ever scored in that competition! Along with fi rst place, the Robotic 
Roughriders took home a second award for ingenuity in design. The 
team members are: Davit Avagyan, 8th grader; Isael Perez, 7th grader; 
Arno Aghababyan, 6th grader; and Carlos Guijarro, 6th grader.

(Photo from www.DailyNews.com) 
Rosemont Middle School 7th grade student Easun Arunachalam won the 
Regional Daily News Spelling Bee and will be participating in the Howard 
Scripps National Spelling Bee on May 29 and 30, 2008. He is shown above 
pausing to think before spelling “arviculture,” his winning word.

Glendale student competes in 
Scripps National Spelling Bee

Burbank Airport banner 
contest winner

The Bob Hope Airport in Burbank, CA recently held a banner contest 
wherein they selected three student-designed banners, one each from 
Burbank, Glendale, and Pasadena School Districts, to adorn their 
tower for three months. The competition’s theme is “Flight: A Gateway 
to Dreams.”
Glendale’s winning painting (shown below) was painted by CVHS 12th 
grader Joanna Lee, depicting children playing on a green fi eld with an 
airplane banking overhead on a blue sky.
The winning paintings will be reproduced as 15’x24’ banners and will 
be viewed daily by tens of thousands of travellers from all over the 
world.

GHS dance/drill team continues to dominate nationally
Glendale High School’s 30-student co-ed squad recently returned from the United Spirit Association National Dance and Drill Competition in 
Anaheim, California winning the championship for the 10th year in a row! They hold the longest running title in the history of the competition. Not 
only do they have to concentrate on winning, but also have to contend with keeping the legacy and defending the title. Besides the Co-ed Dance 
Team, the small and the medium military squads both earned fi rst-place trophies. 

The winning entry submitted by 12th grade Crescenta Valley High School 
student Joanna Lee will be displayed at the Bob Hope Airport.

N.Y. Times best-selling author 
visits Toll Middle School

On March 17, 2008, best-selling author Jodee Blanco spoke to Toll 
Middle School’s 7th grade students. She also conducted a faculty 
workshop that same afternoon and a parent workshop in the evening. 
The local Borders Bookstore was a partner in this event.

Ms. Blanco is a bullying survivor turned activist and is the author of 
New York Times bestselling book “Please Stop Laughing at Me.” Her 
book tells how school became a frightening and painful place for her 
where threats, humiliation, assault, and cruelty were part of her daily 
experiences.

Three more Title I
High Achieving Schools

Three of GUSD’s Title I schools have received the Title I Academic 
Achievement Award.  Congratulations go out to Wilson Middle School, 
Clark Magnet High School, and John Muir Elementary School. These 
schools will be featured and honored at a Conference to be held on 
April 20-22, 2008 at the Hyatt Regency Century Plaza Hotel.

Mural Masters at Daily High

“The future depends on what we do in the present.”  This Mahatma Gandhi 
quote accompanies this new mural at Daily High School.  During the past year 
Daily students have been involved in three large-scale mural projects.  Most 
recently, they have taken a commission from the Glendale Sunrise Rotary 
Club for a mural depicting unity.  The panels for this mural will be displayed in 
the Glendale Main Library and then at the Alex Theater.

The Glendale High School Co-ed Dance Team’s high-energy number combines jive, samba, mambo, tango and rumba, and won them fi rst place at the United 
Spirit Association National Dance and Drill Competition for the 10th year in a row! They hold the longest running title in the history of the competition.
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Glendale Unifi ed is pleased to have had three nomi-
nees for the 2008 BRAVO awards: David Huber 
of Hoover High School, Lisa Jenks of Valley View 
Elementary, and Charlotte Smurthwaite of Wilson 
Middle School. Lisa Jenks was named a fi nalist 
and was recognized at the March 4, 2008 Board of 
Education Meeting.

The BRAVO Award was established by the Music 
Center in 1983 to recognize teachers and schools 
for creativity, innovation and excellence in arts 
education. Three BRAVO Awards are presented: 

one to a school, one to an arts specialist teacher 
and one to a general classroom teacher. BRAVO 
Award winners use the arts to revitalize teaching, 
enhance academic achievement and foster self 
esteem, teamwork and cross cultural communica-
tion and understanding. More information on this 
award is available at: http://www.musiccenter.org/
education/bravo_about.html.

Previous Glendale BRAVO award winners include 
Jennifer Hopkins, Glendale High School and Cres-
centa Valley High School.

World Class Teachers

Glendale Chamber of Commerce recognizes teaching excellence
with the John Delmonte Award

Making Standards 
work at Glendale 

Schools

Kristen Goffredo Milano is shown addressing the Board of 
Education during the January 8, 2008 meeting when her 
efforts were recognized. The Leadership and Learning 
Center will be using Ms. Goffredo Milano’s original perfor-
mance assessment in the next edition of the book Making 
Standards Work.
Kristen comes from a family of educators and is a product 
of Glendale schools.

Teachers focus on getting results L.A. Music Center applauds Glendale 
teachersLeft: After walking around campus and through multiple 

classes, Rosemont teacher Krista McMillin and Daily 
teacher Kelly Glusovich refl ected on the many positive 
things they observed at Rosemont Middle School.
Bottom: Hoover High School Teacher Specialist Tanya 
Stoddard looked over posted evidence of the instructional 
focus on writing with Krista McMillin at Rosemont Middle 
School.
Walk-throughs are done in the spirit of learning from seeing 
each other in practice, and occur multiple times at various 
school sites annually. Teachers district-wide are involved 
in walk-throughs as instructional leadership teams guides 
each school to adopt an instructional focus based on 
student achievement data.

Janie Roach
Fremont Elementary School

“Mrs. Roach is a servant to 
our students. In the hours 
that she is teaching at 
Fremont, she gives herself 
over completely, making 
sure that each student 
progresses academically 
and socially. Janie is an 
extraordinary teacher and 
is truly deserving of the 
Delmonte Award.”

Dr. Cynthia Livingston
Principal, Fremont 

Elementary School

Vie Nazarian
Valley View Elementary

“Vie has extremely high 
expectations for herself and 
for her students. Through 
her unwavering and relent-
less pursuit of excellence, 
her students, year after year,  
meet and surpass grade 
level standards. Instructional 
time is maximized as she 
scaffolds the learning in a 
supportive environment.”

Carla Walker
Principal, Valley View 

Elementary School

Marc Sercomb
Marshall Elementary School 

“He is dedicated to teaching 
and committed to providing 
the highest level of educa-
tion for all of his students. 
He is an exemplary teacher 
because he truly knows the 
standards and addresses 
them in all of his lessons 
while he actively engages 
his students in the learning 
process.”

Lynn Marso
Principal, Marshall 

Elementary School

Linda Cleverley
Keppel Elementary School

“Linda is a tremendous 
asset to our Keppel commu-
nity. She is relentless in 
the pursuit of having all her 
students achieve at high 
levels; and with a last name 
like Cleverley, Linda has 
all the natural and obvious 
talents to be a superlative 
teacher!”

Dr. Mary Mason
Principal, Keppel 

Elementary School

Norma Goddard
Lincoln Elementary School

“Norma is a generous and 
dedicated educator, who 
continually seeks ways 
to bring out the best in 
her students and provide 
ways to better support her 
colleagues. She is truly a 
deserving recipient of the 
Delmonte Excellence in 
Teaching Award.”

Bill Card
Principal, Lincoln 

Elementary School

Preschool students at College View listen intently to 
their teacher Paula Nakaya as they practice their letters, 
numbers, colors, and shapes. College View school special-
izes in  services for students with multiple disabilities.

Passion and expertise guide teaching 
practice


