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Dual-Language Immersion Programs Offer 
Both Rigor and Relevance

Dual-language immersion programs in Spanish, 
Armenian, and Korean play important roles in 
our elementary schools at Edison Elementary, 
Jefferson Elementary, and Keppel Elementary 
respectively.  Such approaches to instruction 
allow standards to be addressed while ensuring 
both educational equity and academic rigor.  
Lessons are standards-based and delivered 
alternately in two languages—Spanish/
English, Armenian/English, or Korean/English.

From a global perspective, such programs 
allow maintenance of the home language and 
culture even as a new language is acquired 
and culture accessed.    For the language 
majority student, English skills are developed 
and state standards are learned while a foreign 
language (Spanish, Armenian, or Korean) is 

Multi-Age 
Classes Maximize 
Opportunities for 
Student Learning

R. D. White instituted two unique programs 
during the 2006-2007 school year.  The 
Accelerated Multiage Class (AMC) consists 
of 40 students in the fi rst, second, and third 
grades with two teachers.  The GATE Class 
consists of 40 identifi ed gifted students in the 
fourth, fi fth, and six grades with one teacher.  
These two classes aim to better meet the 
academic, social and emotional needs of high 
achieving and gifted students.  The classes 
are project oriented with opportunities for 
acceleration and individualization as well 
as deeper levels of depth and complexity.

What does the class look like?  In the AMC 
class, there are “families” comprised of a 
fi rst, second and third grader.  This week 
each family will be writing a script, designing 
costumes, and presenting a play on Native 
American culture with an emphasis on the 
Glendale area tribes.  The class is also 
atypical in its physical structure.  For example, 
seats are not assigned and the children 
have the opportunity to sit anywhere they 
choose during the day.  One teacher focuses 
on math and the other teacher focuses on 
language arts and writing.  The standards are 
integrated throughout the day and students 
who are advanced in particular areas are 
not limited by their grade level standards. If a 
student has mastered the multiplication facts, 
for example, then he or she can move on to 
another higher level standard to demonstrate 
knowledge in a deeper, more meaningful 
way.  Instead of completing a sheet of facts, 
they might write their own problems, draw the 
facts, or write a story about the math concept.

In the GATE class, students demonstrate 
knowledge through projects and other novel 
activities.  For example, fi fth grade students 

work in groups during science where they 
trace each other and adding in the organs and 
systems and bodily functions.  Independent 
projects are frequent such as writing the diary 
of a piece of food as it travels through the 
digestive system or a travel brochure of the 
circulatory system.  Sixth graders completed 
self-designed projects related to specifi c 
topics in Egyptian history.  The room is student 
centered and amazing with models of mummies, 
pyramids and display boards of hieroglyphics.  
One student even “mummifi ed” a student 
as a demonstration of the mummifi cation 
process. As one student said, “In my previous 
classes I was always the best student.  Now 
I see that there is always someone better 
than me!  I learn from the other kids, and now 
the work is at my level so I am not bored.”

Award-Winning Elementary Schools

Commitment to the Arts

Mountain Avenue students and teacher (L to R), Henry Emerson, Andrew Johnson, Lundin Lakin, teacher Ashley 
Sparks, Ryan Kahsians, and Duncan Wycliffe put pushpins into a map to display the colleges they plan to attend.

Cerritos Smiles

First grade students at Cerritos Elementary School prepare to perform a patriotic song in front 
of the entire school community at the monthly fl ag ceremony held on Monday, February 5, 2007.

acquired.  For the language minority student, 
language and literacy skills are reinforced in 
the primary language (Spanish, Armenian, 
or Korean) and available to be transferred to 
use in order to speed productive and receptive 
use of English—to them a foreign language.

All the while both groups progress in knowledge 
and ability together, serving as peer coaches 
and linguistic models.    Academic results are 
positive, and the retention rates and recruiting 
ability of these programs are impressive, 
resulting in other schools being interested 
in offering such at their schools.  Staff, 
parents, and community members have been 
inquiring increasingly about language magnet 
academies.  In fact, programs in German and 
Italian are currently in the planning stages.

Fifth grade Valley View Elementary student Isabel Marlos-Repath won a Discovery Channel 
national poster contest with this entry demonstrating the integration of technology in the 
classroom. Educational assistant Shelley Owen helped Isabel through the submission process. 
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Advance Path Academy Opens Its Doors to Recover Drop-Outs
On Wednesday, January 31, 2007, the Pacifi c Avenue Education 
Center hosted the Grand Opening Kick-off Celebration for 
the AdvancePath Academy, which is designed to recover 
and graduate students who the district otherwise may have 
lost as drop-outs or had gone to non-district charter schools.  

Superintendent Dr. Michael Escalante praised the Board 
for making this “courageous and brave decision,” as it is 
easier for districts and boards to downplay what may be 
perceived as a shortcoming.  Board of Education member 
Chuck Sambar said, “While our schools and district have a 
tradition of great success, it serves no one to look the other 
way when our approach does not meet the needs of a child.”  

Lead teacher Narek Kassabian, shared stories of how a 
current AdvancePath student had not attended school in 
four years due to a troubled background. This student is now 
progressing academically and exuding greater optimism every 
day due to a pair of new glasses and a little TLC. Personnel 

district-wide have high hopes that this new academy will 
truly help meet the academic needs of struggling students.

CVHS and Daily HS Get 
Highest Accreditation  from 

Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges

The Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
announced that the Accrediting Commission for Schools 
granted Crescenta Valley and Daily High Schools a six-
year term of accreditation, expiring on June 30, 2012.  This 
is the highest accreditation given by this agency, with the 
longest accreditation time period without a visit to check 
back.  It means, “you are doing a great job, and don’t need 
anyone looking over your shoulder to make sure of that.”

The GHS Drill Team captivated their schoolmates with an exhibition of their winning performance in the recent USA Nationals 
where they earned four national titles: Co-Ed Dance, ninth year in a row; All-Male Dance, returning champions and again 
this year; Large Varsity Military, new title for Glendale High, and; Large Junior Varsity Military, also a new title for them.

Glendale Students Win A 
Claim at National History Day

Students from Glendale, 
Hoover, Clark, and Crescenta 

Valley High Schools compete 
in an annual Scholastic Bowl 
with celebrity guest host Fritz 
Coleman (far right).  This year 
GHS won the essay section, 
and CVHS won the over-all 
competition, taking the title away 
from HHS who had swept the 
competition the 3 previous years.

Glendale High Dominates Nationally in Dance & Drill

We congratulate Midori Fabricante, who received an 
“Honorable Mention” for her documentary on the Gulf 
War. Angela Buchanan, Alicia Harris and Desiree Batte for 
competing at the State level for their group performance 
about gangs in L.A., and Viannca Montesino for competing 
at the State level with her individual performance on Cuba.

Elaine Panlaqui and Novalyn Cruz received the 
Constitutional Rights Foundation Award and presented 
their exhibit on Anne Frank at a dinner held in their honor. 

All students represented Glendale High with honor.

Award-Winning High Schools

Clark Robotics Program Competes at International Level

The Clark Magnet High School Robotics Team, numbered 696, and named the Circuit Breakers 
competed in Atlanta, GA at the International Robotics Championship against teams from around the world.
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Science and Medicine 
Academy at Crescenta Valley 

High School

Construction Technology Academy at Glendale High School
The Glendale Construction Technology Academy is both 
a smaller learning community and a California Partnership 
Academy; which means that the students that participate 
in this program gain two great advantages: as a smaller 
learning community the students have three to four classes 
together to bond as a group; and, with the additional 
funds from the California Partnership Academy grant 
there are many extra-curricular activities to participate in. 

The Academy is a three-year program starting in the tenth 
grade. Students that complete the course work are offered 
apprenticeships in any construction related fi eld of their choice.

The Academy Teachers all work together and do cross-curricular 
activities; for example, if their History class was studying the 
French Revolution, they would build miniature guillotines in 
their construction class to make the subject matter come alive.

The Health Academy was established during the 1993-94 
school year. The name was later changed to the “Academy of 
Science and Medicine.” Today, over 200 students participate in 
the Academy.  Sophomores must attain 25 hours of Academy 
participation, in addition to taking the Biotechnology class.  
Juniors must also attain 25 hours of participation and take 
two ROP and Academy courses.   Seniors are required to 
attain 20 hours of Academy participation, 30 hours tutoring 
other Academy students needing assistance, and 40 hours 
doing an internship under the supervision of a professional 
scientist or researcher.    A formal partnership has been 
forged with Pasadena City College and the Los Angeles/
Orange County Biotechnology Center on a SB-70 Grant 
to provide internship opportunities for students, to provide 
equipment for the Biotechnology and Science Research 
classes, and to serve on the Academy Advisory Committee.   

Cosmetology Business & 
Industry Academy at Glendale 

High School
Public Safety Academy at 

Hoover High School

Specialized Career Preparation Programs

Clark Student Stuns
Web Design Industry

After taking only one semester of Thomas Martin’s web design 
class at Clark Magnet High School, senior Anand Sharm’s 
Web log, April Zero, was named one of the top fi ve new 
sites internationally by the South by SouthWest Association. 

Anand will be joining hundreds of 
innovative web designers for the 
10th annual SxSW Awards in Texas 
in early March. In addition to his 
notoriety on the World Wide Web, 
Anand also maintains a straight-
A academic average at Clark 
Magnet.To see Anand’s website, 
go to: http://dragon-labs.com. The 
url for the blog is aprilzero.com.

The GHS Cosmetology Business & Industry Academy (CBIA) 
is a school-to-work program, which prepares students for 
entry into UC/CSU, as well as careers in the cosmetology 
industry.  It began over 50 years ago. A core team of 
teachers provide the CBIA academic classes and stay with 
the students throughout the three-year program (10-12th 
grades), while industry partners, many of whom own their own 
businesses provide on-the-job experiences in the community.

Examples of last year’s activities include:  Fifteen seniors 
studied with teams of professional Cosmetologists one 
evening a week learning advanced hair styling/coloring 
techniques.  Barristar Productions, a non-profi t organization, 
sponsored this program.  Twenty-fi ve juniors job-shadowed 
at local salons. Meanwhile, students from all grades 
provided cosmetology services to walk-ins at the school.

Linked with the Cosmetology Regional Occupations 
program, interested students can complete the core 
education classes, 1600 hours of clinical experience, 
and be prepared to take the California Cosmetology 
licensure exam right after graduation from high school.

CVHS’ future scientists and medical professionals in training.

Teacher Bea Virsack provides on-the-job training to 
Glendale High School students utilizing actual customers.

In addition to classroom time and demonstrations with equipment, police 
and fi re personnel became involved in other campus activities at Hoover 
High as demonstrated by a fi reman speaking to students at the quad.

Left: Glendale High 
students working on their 
entry for the annual Design 
Build competition with 
teacher Dennis Foster.

The Academy competes 
in the Design Build 
competition every year 
where students construct 
a full-size structure. 
Glendale High School is 
always the team to try to 
beat, as we have taken 
fi rst place several times. 
We also have an all-girl 
team that has fi nished third 
in a fi eld of sixteen teams 
comprised of all boys.  

The Public Safety Academy was started during the 2006-
2007 year at Hoover High School for students interested in 
careers in Public Safety (Police and Fire). The Academy is a 
pathway in conjunction with ROP to introduce various aspects 
of Police and Fire Fighting to students as a way to explore 
and learn about these careers. The program is one of the 
steps that lead to a career in Public Safety. Students next 
become cadets; enroll at GCC, and then attend the Academy.

The Public Safety Class is a mixture of classroom instruction 
and hands-on learning with various fi eld trips, demonstrations, 
and visitors from the Police and Fire departments. The class 
is a working classroom where various guest speakers come 
to introduce students to all aspects of police (K-9, Vice, 
Gangs, SWAT) and work as a fi re fi ghter. The Fire and Police 
Departments visit the students with their trucks to provide real-
world instruction and demonstrations with their equipment.

Clark Magnet High School’s Anand 
Sharm, creator of AprilZero, one of the top 
fi ve new websites named by the SxSW.


