
Caldecott Club Projects 
 

Classroom Project 
A classroom project was completed and should be considered for the Caldecott Club. 

Collage 
Materials: Cardboard or poster board, glue, things that remind you of your book, such as pictures 
from magazines, scraps of paper or fabric, sticks, dry leaves, seeds, etc. 
What to do: Arrange the items on the cardboard into a picture about your Caldecott book.  Glue everything into place. 

Etching 
Materials:  Two pieces of white paper, Tape, Pencil, Pad of newspaper, Crayons 
What to do:  Tape the corners of the white paper together.  Put the taped papers on top of the pad of newspaper.  Use a pencil 
to draw a picture about your Caldecott book on the top of the piece of paper.  Trace over your drawing, lots of times, so that it 
dents the second piece of paper.  Remove the two pieces of paper.  Using crayons, color on the “blank” piece of paper.  Your 
picture will magically appear. 

Mobile 
Materials:  Coat hanger, decorations, cardboard, paper, markers or crayons, scissors, yarn (no thread, it tangles), and glue. 
What to do:  Draw characters and important things from your Caldecott book on the cardboard.  Cut out the shapes.  Cut 
different lengths of yarn, and glue the shapes to the yarn.  Add decorations, and tie the end of the yarn around coat hanger. 

Pointillism 
Materials:  Small piece of paper, markers, crayons or paints & cotton q-tips. 
What to do:  Draw lightly with a pencil a picture that reminds you of your Caldecott book.  Using small dots, placed close 
together, fill in all the paper.  Remember that the colors will appear to blend together when you step back from your picture, 
so if you want a green area, use yellow and blue dots. 

Erase a Picture 
Materials:  Heavy white paper or tag board, pencil, facial tissue, sturdy eraser or use colored pencils and an ink eraser. 
What to do:  Use the side of the pencil lead to completely cover the paper.  Gently rub the tissue over the entire paper to 
smooth out the penciled surface.  Now “draw” a picture using the eraser.  This white area you’ve erased will form your picture. 
To sharpen the edges of the erased area, go back and touch them up with your pencil tip.  You can also add more details inside 
of your erased area with your pen or with colored pencils.  Tell us where your illustration would fit into your book by putting a 
quote on the back or front of your picture. 

Torn Paper Picture 
Materials:  Paper (a variety of different colors), and glue 
What to do:  Make a picture about your Caldecott book by tearing up different colored paper.  Make things that have rough 
edge like furry animals, mountains, plants, etc.  Glue the paper in place. 

Crayon Resist 
Materials:  Crayons, paper, watercolors, paintbrush, newspaper 
What to do:  Put your paper on top of a pad of newspapers.  Draw a scene, character, or something important from your 
Caldecott book on the paper with crayon.  If you want an area of your picture to remain white, color it with a white crayon. 
Paint a watercolor wash across the entire paper.  The colored paper will soak up the paint. 

Mosaic 
Materials:  Cardboard box top, pencil, glue, dried beans, pasta shapes, rice, seeds, beads, or any other small things. 
What to do:  Using a pencil, draw a picture about your Caldecott book onto the cardboard.  Arrange the small items you 
collected over your sketch.  Try to fill in all the space on your cardboard.  Glue everything into place. 

Rubbings 
Materials:  Paper, crayons, interesting shapes or textures, tape 
What to do:  Make a picture using colors and shapes that remind you of your Caldecott book.  If you are working with a large 
area of texture (like a piece of wood), tape your paper on the area.  Color on the paper to pick up the texture below.  If you 
want to use a small shape, tape it to a smooth surface, and then put your paper on top and color over the object. 

Thumbprint Paper 
Materials:  Paper, stamp pad or marker, more markers 
What to do:  Color your thumb with ink from a stamp pad or marker.  Use the oval shape of your thumb to make animals, 
people, plants, etc. from your Caldecott book.  Add details with markers. 

Watercolor Wash 
Materials:  Watercolors, paintbrushes, drawing paper, bowl of water, markers or crayons 
What to do:  Paint your paper with lots of water (no paint, yet) until your whole paper is very wet.  Using lots of color, quickly 
paint on your wet paper.  Clean up your brush in the rinsing bowl every time you change colors.  Watch the colors blend 
together.  After the watercolors dry, use markers or crayons to detail a scene or character from your Caldecott book. 


