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Several hundred GHS students walked out of class at 10 a.m. on March 14, in solidarity to protest safety concerns in schools nationwide. At the walk-
out students paid their respects for the 17 students and staff members killed in the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Florida on Valentines Day.  
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On March 5, Glendale High achieved a 
historic win streak of two in GUSD’s annual 
Scholastic Bowl competition. In all the time 
that the Scholastic Bowl has been going on, 
this is first time GHS has maintained its po-
sition as champion for two consecutive years. 

Scholastic Bowl is a contest where each 
GUSD high schools sends a team of its bright-
est to answer questions on academic topics. 
These topics include music, science, history, 
literature, and math. Our team this year con-
sisted of Chris Balaian, Michael Khachatrian,   
Kira Lazzarini, Brandon Mata, and Richard 
Mirzoian. 

GHS, which trailed by 16 points in the 
second half, ended up winning by 12 points. 
GHS came in first place with 73 points, Cres-
centa Valley came in second with 61 points, 
Clark Magnet came in third with 59 points, 
and Hoover came in fourth with 58 points. 
“It felt great leading our team to victory, and 
it’s amazing we won a second time in a row,” 
Khachatrian said when asked about the vic-
tory. 

By Ethan Moos
Opinion Editor, Copy Editor

Ms. Kelly Palmer (Advisor), Richard Mirzoian, Brandon Mata, Michael Khachatrian, Christopher Balaian, Kira 
Lazzarini, Ms. Sarah Morrison (Advisor), and Principal Ben Wolf celebrate the dramatic Scholastic Bowl vic-
tory on March 5. The five member team each received a cash prize of $1,000. This was the second year in a 
row GHS has won.
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The Coed Dance Team won the USA Nationals for the 19th time in 20 
years. The competition was held last weekend at the Anaheim Conven-
tion Center.
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ASB’s March Pep Rally cancelled

On Feb. 14, Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School in Parkland, Florida en-
countered the intense, worst situation. 
Nikolas Cruz, 19, committed a total count 
of 17 acts of premeditated murder against 
students at the school. 

A number of students were also wound-
ed. Since this catastrophic event transpired, 
over a thousand high school campuses 
across the United States have been targeted 
with hearsay and false threats by unknown 
students. Under a cloud of fear, it caused 
over 800 students to not attend class on the 
specific day that the rumors had claimed 
there might be trouble at GHS. 

Due to these rumors and false threats, it 
was decided that the Spring Rally would be 
canceled. Although, there was an amount 
of students who weren’t agreeing that the 
rally should be canceled, there were more 
students who were desiring the cancella-
tion. Not only was the rally canceled be-
cause of all the hearsay circulating, but it 
was also in the best interest and requests of 
many students. 

GHS Principal Dr. Ben Wolf sent out 
a statement to parents and staff members. 
“After much discussion between our Ad-
ministrative Team, District Leadership, 
the Glendale Police Department and Mr. 
Livingston, we have decided to cancel the 
March 16 Pep Rally. This was a very diffi-
cult decision and there were many pluses 
and minuses to both keeping and cancel-
ing the rally. Our ASB students work re-
ally hard to make our rallies awesome and 
we’re going to need to get back to a place 
where you are ready, willing and eager to 
have that fun again.” 

As of now, new rumors have not been 
created. Most students have started see-
ing more security officers around campus. 
School shootings are becoming epidem-
ically increased, which also increases the 
level of fear among students. Students and 
any individuals should never experience 
immense dread or be under some sort of 
crime-related manipulation. Many say 
that metal detectors, more security guards, 
and armed teachers can help prevent mass 
shootings. Safety is a number one priori-
ty, and regardless of what causes us to feel 
safe, it’s better than feeling fear.

By Bela Kiyork
News Editor



* YUM! The annual GHS Athletics Pancake Breakfast is Saturday, April 14 starting 
at 8:30 a.m. Tickets are $5 from any athlete. There will be free games highlighted 
by the whiffle ball home run derby. There will also be a slideshow in the cafeteria 
of the more than 5,000 sports photos taken for yearbook so far. 

* MESA Prelims Competition @ CSULA. Congratulations to these Glendale High 
students who placed in the competition.
9th/10th Math Team - Sam Guzik, Kaley Tien, Remi Akopians - 2nd place
9th/10th Prosthetic Arm - Marko Ratkovic, Nicolas Drmandjian, Michael Bagh-
dasaryan - 3rd place - 
They move on to compete at MESA Regionals @ UCLA on Saturday, April 21.
11th/12th Prosthetic Arm (Engineering Design Utilizing Low-Cost Material) - 
Jazmine Ramos, Richard Mirzoian - 2nd place
11th/12th Prosthetic Arm - Maykal Tsonov, Isabella Sanchez, 3rd place - 
They move on to compete at MESA Regionals @ UCLA on Saturday, April 21.

* The yearbook may be purchased any day at the student store. The price is $90 
with ASB card, $95 without ASB card. The book arrives in May.

* The Explosion staff is always looking for new members. See your counselor and 
register for 3rd period- Journalism 3-4 (Explosion) or Period 2- Journalism 1-2. 

NEWS
In Brief
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Sophomore speaker Michael Dadayan won the Oratorical Speech com-
petition. Seniors won Tableau and Spirit, and juniors won Discipline at the 
109th annual Oratorical. 

Seniors take 2 Oratorical prizes

This year’s Oratorical was filled with 
surprises and amazement. The 109th annu-
al Oratorical was another success run by 
the students. 

There are four different categories that 
the students are being judged on: speech, 
tableau, spirit, and discipline. Each presen-
tation is based on the prompt that is given. 
This year’s prompt was, “The recent wave 
of sexual assault allegations coming from 
Hollywood, the government, and corporate 
America has transformed society’s percep-
tions of sexual abuse and the relationships 
between genders. What do you think are 
the causes of sexual abuse? Why are vic-
tims becoming more comfortable speaking 
out these days? Furthermore, what can we 
do as a society to resolve this issue?”  

The speech is presented by one student 
from each grade who will speak for five 
minutes. Next is tableau which is a group 

of silent, motionless figures that visually 
represents the speech. After speech and 
tableau, the group that is up will be doing 
two cheers and the song, “Glendale Boys.” 
Lastly, discipline is judged on how well 
the students behave. There are strict rules 
where no one should move, no talking, and 
even strict instructions on how to stand up 
and sit down.

Now moving on to the winners for this 
year’s Oratorical. For speech, the Sopho-
more Class of 2020’s Michael Dadayan on 
his speech entitled, “Voices of the Strong.” 
For tableau, Senior Class of 2018 takes the 
win. The Senior Class of 2018 also wins 
the spirit category. Last but not least, for 
discipline the Junior Class of 2019 won. 

Each class put in hard work to make 
this year’s Oratorical successful. Thank 
you to ASB and all of the students who 
took time out of their day in order to make 
this Oratorical the best one. Also, thank 
you to this year’s Director of VAPA, Mile-
na Asatryan, who organized this event. 

By Christina Sargsyan
Co-Editor-in-Chief
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Eleven GHS students and 12 Crescenta Valley High School students 
joined together with the Isahaya High School exchange in Nagasaki, Ja-
pan during spring break. The Kakehashi Project was a chance for foreign-
ers to travel to Japan, learn about their culture, and share what they see.
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Staff Editorial by Vache Sarkissian

There is no perfect formula for school safety

I don’t think that owning a gun is 
a right. I think it’s a privilege. A privi-
lege that not everyone should enjoy. A 
minor shouldn’t be able to own a gun. A 
convicted felon shouldn’t be able to own 
a gun. Someone diagnosed with a severe 
mental illness shouldn’t be able to own a 
gun. Someone on the no fly list shouldn’t 
be able own a gun. In many places around 
the country, these people can easily obtain 
weapons legally. Why? Why is this al-
lowed to happen? 

I believe it has mostly to do with cul-
ture. Most policy is directly affected by 
culture. What we believe and accept as a 
society informs what politicians do and 
say. Money and campaigning strategy play 
a huge role in who gets elected, but there 
are plenty of states and districts that would 
simply not abide a change in stance from 
their elected officials. The politicians need 
the NRA’s money and the people want to 
believe that their guns make them safer 
(according to Harvard public health pro-
fessor David Hemenway, they don’t.)

The rabid obsession with guns stems 
from something deep within the Ameri-
can psyche. A misplaced belief that guns 
enhance freedom. Everyone needs a gun 
to be free. People need it to protect their 
freedom. People like the autonomy it gives 
them. There is a thriving gun culture in 
this country because many Americans 
have come to equate guns with freedom 
and strength. If someone tries to rob a gun 
owner, they’ll shoot them. They don’t need 
police, or any help at all. 

This is, of course, a delusion of gran-
deur. The criminals have guns too, and they 
probably obtained them legally. So appar-
ently freedom means everything needs to 
be a potential firefight. These conditions 
have led to gun violence at epidemic pro-
portions and yet it seems the only solution 
is to throw more guns into the equation. 
Give the teachers guns. Give the lunch 
ladies guns. Give everyone a gun. Bang 
bang. 

Why don’t we pursue policies that 
both make it harder to get guns, and take 
guns out of circulation? Let’s pass a law 
that makes buying guns akin to driving 
cars. At the very least, you should have to 
pass a written test (yes, there should be a 
gun DMV.) Military grade weapons should 
be outlawed. A buyback program should 
be initiated for weapons in circulation that 
are now illegal. The groups of people men-
tioned at the beginning of this piece should 
be barred from gun ownership. Other 
countries, like Australia and Britain, have 
faced similar problems, they took these 
steps and now they don’t have epidemic 
gun violence.

Of course America is a different coun-
try that is bigger and has more guns, but 
does that really mean it isn’t worth try-
ing? We’re a bigger country, so we’ll have 
a bigger buyback program. We have the 
money. We can take it out of the defense 
budget, it will probably go further towards 
keeping us safe than anything the Pentagon 
will buy. 

I’m not advocating for the banning of 
all guns, but there should be serious limita-
tions on gun ownership. If that’s not obvi-
ous then I don’t think you’re being reason-
able. The tool that was designed to end life 
should be regulated; it’s as simple as that. 
What is really at the heart of America’s gun 
love is the belief that no one should tell us 
what to do, but we are constantly told what 
to do every second of every day. It’s called 
living in civilization. The government can 
only regulate guns with our consent. It’s 
time to start consenting.   

It seems the idea of safety is becoming more and more of an actual issue in today’s society. It seems as though 
people generally feel less safe in the year 2018 than they did perhaps five or 10 years ago. But to understand why 
this might be the case, we have to first define safety and understand what it evens means to “be safe” in the world 
we live in. 

The idea that one can ever be totally safe is ludicrous. Danger surrounds us on all sides and every time we 
step out of the comfort of our homes, the risk of harm or death goes up. When you walk out of your house, your 
chances of being hit by a car go up. When you go to a restaurant, the chances of eating something harmful goes 
up. If you go on a hike, the chances of an animal attack go up. Absolute safety is an unattainable state of being 
unless you own an island in the middle of the ocean, in which case the sea and climate may be your biggest threat 
anyway. 

Yet there are some places in society where we ought to feel safe, such as police stations or hospitals. Up until 
recently, schools would be on that list for most people. As we’ve witnessed at our own school, that’s not the case 
for the 800 students that failed to show up when a meaningless rumor went around. 

I’m hesitant to even talk about the incident seeing as it does no good to dwell over anyway. Some people 
probably just saw that Friday as an excuse for a long weekend. But to those that were genuinely afraid and didn’t 
attend school, I can’t help but question why. Are you going to stop crossing streets because a drunk driver might 
run a red light and kill you? Are you going to stop eating Chipotle because four people died from E. coli? Hun-
dreds of corner stores get robbed a day so are you going to stop buying a can of soda when you’re thirsty on the 
off chance there might be a burglar there? And, by the same token, are you going to stop going to school on the 
off chance that a deranged person may walk in with a weapon and go mad?

It’s important to not live life in fear. Most safety is merely an illusion at best. You could’ve stayed home that 
Friday and had your house broken into by an armed robber. The only difference is you’d have felt safer behind 
the walls of your house. 

But in terms of truly increasing safety at schools, there’s no perfect formula. More armed security guards 
would probably be helpful and clearer preparation for what to do in such a situation would benefit our safety. But 
there’s no such thing as guaranteed safety and there’s no reason to just sit around and think what bad things could 
happen. That list is endless. If everyone lived their lives constantly concerned with all the surrounding dangers, 
nothing would ever get done. Life has to go on, and there are far more things to look forward to than to be afraid 
of. 
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For years and especially now in the 
President Trump era, members of the Re-
publican Party often hear themselves la-
beled as evil and racist. 

Some Republicans are considered bad 
people by those who have a different po-
litical viewpoint 
than they do. 
Often the at-
tacks come from 
people who may 
not really under-
stand what a Re-
publican is. This 
is even more 
true in Califor-
nia, which is 
one of the most 
liberal states in 
the U.S. 

A new club 
on campus aims 
to correct the 
misinformation 
and let students 
know where the 
Republican Par-
ty stands on the 
issues, along 
with providing a 
place for conservative-minded students to 
share their opinions without being singled 
out.

Teen Age Republicans (TARS) is a 
national organization. The Glendale High 
chapter will follow three key points that 
will forward the ideology of the GOP at 
GHS.

1. To bring young people into the Re-
publican Party and to provide an opportu-

Thoughts from the News Room

Atlanta
By Izrrael Gutierrez  

Making a comedy drama show that has depth can 
be difficult to accomplish. But in Atlanta they’ve accom-
plished this very well. Atlanta is about two cousins with 
different views on art and commerce making their way 
through the Atlanta rap scene.

This outstanding show is created, produced, written, 
sometimes directed by, and sometimes even starring Donald 
Glover. The way the show is directed and written is well 
done. The show has two seasons, each with an overarching 
theme. The first season’s theme involves money and the 
second season’s theme is about robbery. But there’s much 
more to it than just that.

The comedy in this show is absurdly hilarious. The 
humor is fresh and original and actually makes you laugh 
instead of groan. The absurdity will catch your attention 
and more offend than not and convince you that it’s not 
absurd at all. It also dabbles in some racial humor between 
blacks and whites in Atlanta, Georgia.

The one thing that makes this show unique is how 
real it can be. The show goes really in-depth in many of its 
episodes and the conflicts of the main characters are very 
relatable. In one of the episodes, I felt a strong connection 
to the moral of the episode, which was that no matter how 
hard you try to change you will never be able to make ev-
eryone happy. There are some very lighthearted moments 
yet there are some very dark moments in this show as well.

Atlanta is a very unique show that has reached TV 
heights never before reached. The critically acclaimed 
show is something you should see and it certainly won’t 
disappoint you. If you want a show that’s funny and has 
very realistic characters and human interaction, try Atlanta.

Ready Player One 
By Kenneth Yabut                                                

What really pulled audiences in to watching Ready 
Player One was how the entire movie was a love letter to 
pop culture media ranging from the 1980s-2010s. I am glad 
to say, however, that it delivered more than just a plethora 
of nerdy references. 

What the movie does amazing is the visuals. Ready 
Player One’s VR setting, the OASIS, is just filled with 
breathtaking scenery. Every time they would cut back to 
the real world, I would want them to go back inside the 
OASIS, excited to see what new area they’d introduce. I 
would be lying if I said that their take on a dystopian future 
wasn’t intriguing on its own right. Said visuals allowed for 
some great action set pieces as well. The endless references 
thrown at me just increased my level of enjoyment for the 
film. The effort put into the CGI showed me there were 
many passionate people working on this movie.

The main cast does an overall great job with their 
parts. Tye Sheridan and Olivia Cooke did well as the two 
lead characters, but the latter playing the bad ass heroine 
seemed more appealing to me. Also, some of the main 
villains of the movie were some of the most entertaining 
I’ve ever watched. Ben Mendelsohn and T.J. Miller as the 
vigorous, yet hilarious antagonists were very refreshing to 
what we’ve seen play out in previous years. It’s nice to 
see how villains in movies lately are starting to improve in 
terms of character and nuance. 

Ready Player One is a fast-paced, action-packed ride 
that many audiences would come to have fun with, given 
its stunning visuals and endearing cast of characters. Ste-
ven Spielberg once again creates a fantastic movie to add to 
his resume and I cannot wait for his next cinematic piece. 

My Academy Awards Picks
By Vache Sarkissian                                    

It seems every year that the Oscars get more politically 
charged and attempt to make a bigger, braver statement to Amer-
ica. It seems that the art of film-making is slowly being lost in the 
cracks of political correctness and a guilty conscience. As ratings 
for the show go down each year, my advice to the Oscars would 
be to stick to movies and keep the politics for another time. That 
being said, here are the winners. 

My Best Picture Prediction:
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri
Best Picture Winner:
The Shape of Water
If you had told Guillermo del Toro twenty years ago that 

he would make a film about a mute woman who falls in love 
with a fish-man and steals him from a government laboratory 
and lives with him in the ocean for the rest of her life, and that it 
would win Best Picture that year, he would have laughed in your 
face. Seriously, this was one of the weirdest movies ever, and in 
all honesty, the absurdity made it a challenge to get behind. But 
the creativity of del Toro’s grandioso film cannot be ignored. Al-
though Three Billboards was a safer pick, it seems the Academy 
wasn’t afraid to step outside its comfort zone. 

My Best Actor Prediction: 
Daniel Day-Lewis
Best Actor Winner:
Gary Oldman
No major surprises here. Oldman was one of the finest ac-

tors still in the business to never win the award for Best Actor and 
if ever there was a role that he deserved it for, this was it. With 
his chillingly powerful portrayal of Winston Churchill in Darkest 
Hour, Oldman completely deserved this award.

My Best Actress Prediction:
Frances McDormand
Best Actress Winner:
Frances McDormand
The first winner I actually got right should come as a shock 

to literally no one. This was not just the best performance by a 
female this year. This was truly the most deserving Best Actress 
winner in a long time. McDormand was stellar from start to fin-
ish in Three Billboards and it’s hard to imagine who else would 
even challenge her. Perhaps Sally Hawkins had a long shot, but it 
was very, very long. McDormand’s twenty-year drought finally 
ended and it’s safe to say it was worth the wait. 

My Best Director Prediction: 
Guillermo del Toro
Best Director Winner: 
Guillermo del Toro
No movie this year involved as much creativity and out-of-

the-box thinking as the one del Toro was at the helm of. A good 
director becomes a great director once they’ve made a film that 
either no one else thought of making before or no one had the 
willingness to step up and to make. In this case, it could be both. 
Del Toro’s strange imagination led him to a film that no other 
director would ever conceive of, let alone attempt. This puts him 
a head above his peers, at least for this year.
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Kariken Stepanian leads a meeting of the Teen Age Republicans Club at 
GHS. The group meets on Wednesdays in Room 6110 at lunch. 

New club meets Wednesdays in Room 6110, aims to discuss conservative points of view
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nity for them to find political expression 
and recognition. 

2. To foster and encourage the activi-
ties of the Republican Party.

3. To collect, analyze, discuss, and 
disseminate information concerning politi-
cal affairs and political philosophy of Teen 
Age Republicans.

These points will be enforced by 
the executive board which is made up 

by the chap-
ter Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman, 
Secretary, Trea-
surer, and the 
board of com-
mittee chair-
men/women.

A key fo-
cus of the club 
will be to help 
members filter 
the news they 
receive from 
various news 
outlets. “Every 
news organiza-
tion, whether 
its FOX News 
or MSNBC has 
some political 
bias. It’s up to 
members to 
determine for 

themselves where within that spectrum the 
truth lies,” said Pat Lancaster, club advisor. 

Chapter meetings will be held Wednes-
days at lunch in room 6110. “It’s a positive 
thing to be able to get correct information 
out to students who are interested in learn-
ing the conservative angle on political is-
sues,” Lancaster said. “We are looking for 
open-minded students to join us as we look 
at all of the important topics,” he said.

By Kariken Stepanian
Staff Reporter

Teen Age Republicans Club takes flight
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