
* The 28th annual GUSD Scholastic Bowl will be held in the JWPAC on Mon-
day,  March 5 at 7 p.m. Admission is free. Teams from Clark Magnet, Crescenta 
Valley, Glendale, and Hoover high schools will be competing. The GHS team is: 
Christopher Balaian, Kira Lazzarini, Michael Khachatrian, Richard Mirzoian, and 
Brandon Mata.

* The yearbook staff is still accepting senior quotes that will be placed underneath 
the senior portraits in the yearbook. Bring your quote to room 6110. 

* The Explosion staff is always looking for new members. See your counselor and 
register for 3rd period- Journalism 3-4 (Explosion) or Period 2- Journalism 1-2.

* Robert Peralta won the Los Angeles County 
Poetry Out Loud contest on Feb. 1.

* Applications are now available for seniors 
wishing to apply for the Pat Navolanic Memori-
al Award. They are online at: glendalehigh.com. 
Minimum requirements to apply for the award 
are: Leadership, academics (at least 3.5 GPA), 
community service (at least 50 hours), and a var-
sity sport. Applications are due on Wednesday, 
March 14 in room 6110. 

Baghdadlian wins honor

Maiale resigns as football coach

GHS’s longest running tradition, 
Oratorical, scheduled for March 2
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Senior Nick Baghdadlian was crowned Mr. Nitro at the contest held on 
Jan. 11 in the John Wayne Performing Arts Center. 
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If you missed the fascinating Mr. Nitro 
Competition 2018 on Jan. 11, the winner 
was Nick Baghdadlian! Thank you to Nick 
and the other contestants, Ezekiel Castelo, 
Santino Espiritu, Jose Gomez, 
Jacob Gonzalez, Nathaniel 
Huiza, Miguel Ramirez, Leon 
Nafea, Joshua Williams, and 
Yousef Ezadpanah for putting 
on a show for the audience 
filled with laughter and joy. 

Let’s recap the night with 
the boys’ talents. Castelo sang 
“Perfect” by Ed Sheeran with 
his friend, Evan Nario. Nafea 
showed his incredible beatbox-
ing skills. Ramirez amazed the 
audience by playing the piano to “Jocelyn” 
by XXXTentacion and then transitioned it 
to “Still D.R.E.” by Dr. Dre. 

Huiza sang “Love Yourself” by Jus-
tin Bieber with his friend, Scarlette Ortiz. 
Gomez showed off his dance moves with 
his friend, Mary Salmastyan. Williams 
put on a great performance by dancing to 
“See You Again” by Wiz Khalifa. Espir-

itu showed his ballet skills dancing to “I 
Feel Pretty.” Ezadpanah entertained the 
audience by doing stand up comedy. Last-
ly, Baghdadlian performed his winning 
act by jumping over seven of his friends. 
Not only did the boys show off their tal-
ents, they put on amazing skits with their 

escorts, and strutted their stuff 
during the swimsuit portion.

At the end of the night, 
there could only be one winner. 
However, the judges chose their 
top three contestants to move to 
the next stage. The final three 
were Baghdadlian, Nafea, and 
Ramirez. The boys were asked 
different questions, which 
helped determine who the win-
ner would be. Baghdadlian’s 
question was, “What quality do 

you possess that you are most proud of?” 
He wowed the judges by talking about how 
he always tries to make people laugh and 
by being there for his friends. His sweet, 
sentimental answer made clear to the judg-
es who the winner should be. 

Thank you to our ASB and Director of 
Activities, Lily Lopez, for organizing the 
wonderful event.

After three seasons as head coach of 
the Nitros football team, coach George 
Maiale has decided to step down. Maiale 
announced his resignation on Dec. 15 and 
cited health reasons as the primary reason 
for his decision to resign. “[I wanted] to 
spend more time with my family and to 
take care of myself for a while.”

During his tenure, Glendale went 
4-26 and was winless in league games. 
But there’s more to Maiale’s time as head 
coach than just the numbers. 

“Some goals were met and some were 
not,” Maiale said. “I would have liked to 
win more games but the experience was in-
credible overall and I think the program is 
moving in a good direction.”

The Nitros accomplished a feat under 
Maiale which they had not accomplished in 
years: winning back-to-back games. This 

past season, they defeated Mendez, 
46-14 and Vasquez, 32-27. Maiale 
regards the accomplishment as one of 
the proudest moments of his coaching 
career at Glendale. 

Overall, the decision to step down 
is bittersweet for Maiale. “I hope I 
reached the athletes I coached and that 
they had a good experience,” he said. 

Last week, a new coach was hired 
to lead the charge. Cary Harris, 30, will 
be the only coach in the Pacific League 
to have played in a professional football 
league prior to his high school coach-
ing career. Harris was a safety for the 
USC Trojans, where he played in three 
Rose Bowl games, and in the NFL with 
the Buffalo Bills, New York Giants, and 
Minnesota Vikings. Though this is his 
first high school coaching job, there is 
undoubtedly reason for optimism in the 
direction that the football program is 
going in.

On Friday, March 2, the 109th Ora-
torical will transpire in the John Wayne 
Performing Arts Center. The annual com-
petition consists of four categories: speech, 
tableau, spirit, and discipline. Each grade 
level selects a speaker to talk on a specific 
topic. 

The topic for this year’s speech is sex-
ual assault, its causes, addressing sexual 
abuse, and what society can do to resolve 
this problem. 

This year’s prompt is as follows: “The 
recent wave of sexual assault allegations 
coming from Hollywood, the government, 
and the corporate America has transformed 
society’s perceptions of sexual abuse and 
the relationships between genders. What 
do you think are the causes of sexual 
abuse? Why are victims becoming more 
comfortable speaking out these days? Fur-
thermore, what can we do as a society to 
resolve this issue?” 

This year’s advocates and spokesper-
sons are Robert Peralta representing the 
seniors, Sarah Der Sarkissian representing 
the juniors, Michael Dadayan representing 
the sophomores, and Arline Daniali repre-
senting the freshmen. 

On Wednesday, Feb. 28, the freshmen 
are scheduled to practice during second pe-
riod, the sophomores during fourth period, 
and the seniors during third period. The 
juniors’ practice is scheduled for third peri-
od as well as an additional practice for the 
freshmen during fourth period of Thurs-
day, March 1.

The freshmen will be allowed to at-
tend the juniors’ practice session. Today is 
the last day to sign up for this year’s Ora-
torical. 

ASB Advisor Jon Livingston said, 
“This year’s prompt concerns sexual 
harrassment and its prevalence in our cur-
rent society. I hope that our students will 
come and hear what our classes have to say 
about this issue. All students should sign 
up!”

By Bela Kiyork
News Editor

By Vache Sarkissian
Co-Editor-in-Chief

By Christina Sargsyan
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Nick Baghdadlian
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Head football coach George Maiale stepped down from the position on 
Dec. 15 citing health reasons. 

Robert Peralta
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Staff Editorial by Vache Sarkissian

Our gym is turning 50, needs some TLC
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America isn’t doing so great right now. 
A dysfunctional government, rising tides of 
extremism, a drug crisis, a gun violence cri-
sis, the looming threats of terrorists and for-
eign adversaries. The list of problems seems 
to stretch off into infinity, and nobody seems 
to agree on the solutions. How do we stop 
mass shootings? Do we install metal detec-
tors and arm the teachers, or do we make it 
more difficult to legally obtain guns in the 
first place? It depends on who you ask, and 
no matter what happens people don’t really 
seem to ever change their minds.

 “We’ve always had guns. Guns aren’t 
the problem.” This idea of doing something 
because that’s how its always been done is 
what attracted many people to Trump. Your 
racism is okay, your homophobia is okay, and 
you don’t need to change because that’s how 
you’ve always been. Why should you be at-
tacked for it?

I have often thought back to the presi-
dential debates, and wondered what people 
saw in him. There are moments where he 
struggles to construct complete sentences, 
and segments where he denies commonly 
known and provable facts. Was lying not a 
problem? Hillary lied too, but her lying was 
in no way out of line with the average politi-
cian on either side of the aisle. To liberals it 
seems like Trump supporters have been taken 
in by the egotistical delusions of emotionally 
stifled man-child.

It makes the empathy that is required to 
work together hard to come by. If bigotry is 
intolerable, then how do you tolerate those 
committed to a president who is openly big-
oted? (If you don’t think he is then I encour-
age to take another look.) 

Frankly, some of the stances many on 
the right have taken make me question their 
basic humanity. If you believe that Dreamers 
should be rounded up deported then some-
thing inside of you has died. If you believe 
Black Lives Matter is a terrorist organization 
then racism has so permeated your world 
view that you are incapable of recognizing 
the obvious inequality that surrounds you. 
If you think that feminism is a cancer that is 
killing “Western civilization” then you prob-
ably aren’t really familiar with what femi-
nism is. 

In my mind, the past 30 years has been 
characterized by a general trend of social 
progression. This progress seemed to be a 
first step into a culture where the prejudices 
of the past were by and large left behind. The 
election of Trump made many realize that 
all this progress was not concrete. It was re-
versible, and to many it was not even desir-
able. Many Trump supporters woke up one 
day and didn’t recognize the country they 
lived in. Now, it’s the same for many liber-
als. Where do we go from here, with so much 
mistrust and bitterness on each side? 

The answer seems to be an all out culture 
war waged until one side is forced to submit. 
If that’s what it takes, then so be it. The stakes 
are too high for niceties. Do we want to live a 
country where differences are respected or in 
a country where different people are othered 
and derided? Should we look to the future or 
should we look to the past? Good faith de-
bates and open discussions are preferable, 
but they don’t seem to be realistic. You have 
to choose the kind of country you live in by 
how you act, interact, and vote. Take the time 
to reflect on your positions, and then act ac-
cordingly. Trump can only be defeated if we 
collectively choose to defeat him.

Artwork by Alex Der Movesesian

Ever since their construction 50 years ago, the gyms at Glendale High have had to endure decades of gum stains on the floor, high 
heels digging into the wood, spilled Gatorade and whatever else the thousands of students and spectators have bombarded it with over 
the years. 

As the gyms approach what can only be described as a collective midlife crisis, it’s the athletes, students, coaches and P.E. teachers 
who are finding it difficult to deal with the aging limbs and organs of the gyms.

Where to even begin with the problems that plague the aging gyms? How about the fact that you could break a sweat just sitting 
doing nothing on the bleachers on a hot summer day? You’d think after 50 years that the GUSD would figure that we might benefit from 
some cold air circulation, even if it’s just a simple air conditioning system. Or maybe they figure that the “Big Ass Fan” blowing the hot 
gym air on the crowd’s sweat is good enough. It is not.

I’d like to ask the basketball and volleyball players about the endurance it takes to practice in and play matches and games in the 
gyms during the simmering summer months. The sweltering temperatures in the facilities in the months at the start of the school year 
make life in the gyms miserable. And what about the spectators? Is it right to even charge the students an admission fee to come and 
sit on bleachers that are uncomfortable and nearly three times the students’ age? And it can’t exactly be the most flattering thing for the 
school when the parents are sitting on them either. There are no aisles or handrails for safety. Outside temperatures that soar in the 90s 
mean a brutal experience in our humid and stuffy gyms.  

You never really notice how outdated the Glendale High gyms are until you step into modern high school facilities in the area. 
Burbank and Burroughs highs had brand new facilities constructed 15 years ago and their facilities all have air conditioning. Crescenta 
Valley got a brand new gym more than a decade ago. Marshall Fundamental just opened a new gym last year. Pasadena High is in the 
middle of construction updating their gym and it will include air conditioning. Muir High just added new bleachers to their gym. Arca-
dia High’s football stadium and gyms were completely renovated. La Canada High added air conditioning to both of its gymnasiums. 
You get the drift.

I am not knocking the hard work our custodians and sports teams do everyday to prepare the facilities. But the needs of the gyms 
go well beyond what can be done here by the school staff. It needs the financial backing of the school district to adequately address the 
issues.

GHS’s gym floors, like those at the other GUSD high schools, used to be polished twice a year. Spectators nearly needed sunglasses 
because the shine from the wax was so bright when they attended basketball games. Today, a thorough polishing isn’t so routine.

Other school districts see the value in renovating their facilities. It brings pride to the school and throughout the community. I think 
it’s a perfect time with our gym turning 50 years old for the GUSD to break out their checkbook and celebrate the gymasium’s birthday 
in style. 

Here is a birthday present wish list for them. It starts with air conditioning in both gyms and the upper dance room. New automatic 
bleachers that have aisles and handrails for safety. A new paint job replacing the current one that was done in 1993, and sparkling new 
flooring. The restrooms are woefully out of date and the snack stand is in appalling condition. The sound system is barely usable. The 
answer to these issues lie in the hands of the people in the district offices. Until then, we can only sit and watch in excitement as the 
giant fan spins around and around to the benefit of no one in particular except maybe the administrators and supporters of other schools 
in the league who look at our “Big Ass Fan” and laugh maniacally.  
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It’s Award Season, and there are none bigger than the Academy Awards

In life, there are winners and losers. 
In the film industry, there are also winners 
and losers. As the 90th Academy Awards 
near, we take a look at who will find them-
selves winners come the fourth of March.

Best Picture Nominees:
Call Me By Your Name, Darkest Hour, 

Dunkirk, Get Out, Lady Bird, Phantom 
Thread, The Post, The Shape of Water, 
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri

First off, this list is unfair. There’s 
just too many outstanding movies to pick 
one. Of the nine nominees, probably five 
have a legitimate shot to win it, and the 
other ones aren’t far back either. Likely 
leading the way is the painfully long-ti-
tled Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, 
Missouri. Three Billboards, Irish director 
Martin McDonagh’s third feature, won the 
Golden Globe and is also nominated in six 
other categories. This complex and darkly 
comedic story of a mother trying to cope 
with the grief of losing her daughter to vi-
olent homicide/rape is by far the most in-
tense movie of the year, for lack of a better 
term. The portrayal of human behavior is 
painstakingly accurate in both a positive 
and negative light. As far as movies go, 
this is the most perfect one this year and 
it will almost definitely win Best Screen-
play also. However, you can never count 
out a Steven Spielberg movie, especially 
one starring Meryl Streep and Tom Hanks. 
The Post could end up stealing the award 
due to its fiery political inclinations and its 
star-studded lineup. Guillermo del Toro’s 
The Shape of Water and Paul Thomas An-
derson’s Phantom Thread are likely the 
closest two challengers, and it wouldn’t be 
a shock to see either of those two directors 
finally win their own long-overdue awards.

Prediction: Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri

Best Actor Nominees:
Daniel Day-Lewis, Timothée Chala-

met, Daniel Kaluuya, Gary Oldman, Den-
zel Washington. 

This is more a battle of youth versus 
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Asher Major practices tennis almost everyday and is a member of the 
Glendale High School junior varsity tennis team.

Asher is a Major inspiration to tennis team
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Asher Major is not your typical teen-
age tennis player. He has a disability known 
as Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), but 
he doesn’t let that get in the way of his pas-
sion for tennis. He believes that he is a boy 
who loves tennis who just happens to have 
Autism. 

Major has been playing tennis for four 
years and doesn’t plan to stop. He is cur-
rently on the Glendale High ju-
nior varsity tennis team and was 
also a part of the Nitros’ squad 
last year under the guidance of 
coach Grace Sheldon-Williams.

He is very excited to play 
on this year’s tennis team and 
really likes rallying with his 
teammates. He is also looking 
forward to getting to know the 
new tennis players better. 

Major discovered tennis 
while attending a non-profit 
organization known as ACE-
ing Autism. He then got his own personal 
coach to keep learning more about tennis, 
and instantly fell in love with it. 

“I love tennis more than the whole 
wide world,” said Major. Like most be-
ginners, he wasn’t the best. But after years 
of resilience and practice, he is now better 
than most at it.

Major’s first coach, Coach Jim, taught 
him a lot over the time he was coaching 
him. Sadly, he passed away, but Major says 
he will never forget the things Coach Jim 
taught him and he misses him very much. 
He now has a new coach, Coach Steve, 
who has been coaching him for a year 
and a half. Major, a sophomore, follows 
a weekly routine. His schedule consists of 
Coach Steve coaching him for ninety min-
utes every Tuesday and Friday. He also has 
tennis practice during sixth period with his 
Glendale High tennis coach, Coach Con-
nor. Every Wednesday,  Major has sessions 

with his speech pathologist, Margaret. She 
helps him with his social thinking and so-
cial detecting, and she also teaches him 
how to enunciate. Every day after school 
he has a tutor named Carlos who helps him 
with his schoolwork. He also has a coun-
selor named Saba who talks to him about 
his emotions and also gives him tools to 
help him with his emotions. 

Major’s favorite time of the week is 
when he gets to play an exciting game of 

tennis. His favorite subject in 
school is math and he enjoys 
his extra curricular activity, art. 
He has many more hobbies be-
sides tennis including playing 
the piano, building puzzles, 
writing riddles and playing Wii 
sports. He has come a long way 
with all of his hobbies. For ex-
ample, he can play the piano 
without seeing the keys, build a 
1,500 piece puzzle in four and 
a half hours and has written a 
great amount of riddles. But 
tennis is, of course, his biggest 

achievement. Coach Steve, Asher’s per-
sonal coach, said, “Asher has come so far 
in tennis due to his dedication and desire to 
improve.  Tennis is very good for Asher. It 
raises his self-esteem and awareness.” 

He is not the only one to say such pos-
itive things about Asher. His father Clar-
ence Major said, “It’s one of his biggest 
strengths to make other people happy, he 
influences others in a positive way, and his 
happiness is very contagious.” He goes on 
to say, “He’s an inspiration not just to other 
people but to myself as well.” 

Asher has come a long way with ten-
nis, and sees himself playing in the future. 
However, another one of his big passions 
is public speaking. He will never stop play-
ing tennis, but his future dream job is to 
become a public speaker. Meanwhile he’ll 
be enjoying life, making people happy, 
playing his favorite sport tennis, while in-
spiring people along the way.               

By Natalie Rosales
News Editor

By Vache Sarkissian
Co-Editor-in-Chief

experience than anything. You have three 
extremely experienced actors all above 
the age of 55 in Day-Lewis, Washington, 
and Oldman. Both below the age of 25 are 
Timothée Chalamet and Daniel Kaluuya. 
This is the most puzzling of the catego-
ries because there is no clear-cut winner. 
Gary Oldman was tremendous as Winston 
Churchill in Darkest Hour, but Denzel was 
also the highlight of Roman J. Israel, Esq. 
and Day-Lewis capped off his phenom-
enal career in truly astounding fashion in 
Phantom Thread (pun intended, for those 
who’ve seen the movie). Don’t count the 
youngsters out either. All in all, it should be 
a tight race but it’s likely one of the three 
seasoned veterans will claim the award.

Prediction: Daniel Day-Lewis

Best Actress Nominees:
Sally Hawkins, Frances McDormand, 

Margot Robbie, Saoirse Ronan, Meryl 
Streep

Unlike the previous category, this 
award practically already has the name of 
one of these actresses on it. First off, I’d 
like to dismiss one of these actors from this 
list. With all due respect, Margot Robbie 
is not an Academy Award level actress. 
She’s fine in the average superhero movie 

Asher Major

is arguably his best movie since then and 
it has that trademarked slow, dramatic 
rhythm that PTA movies seem to always 
have. Greta Gerwig also made modern-day 
history by becoming the fourth woman ever 
to be nominated for the category, although 
the Academy is unlikely to ultimately 
give the prize to a coming-of-age movie. 
Though I may not love the film as much 
as others, it’s understandable why del Toro 
deserves the award.

Prediction: Guillermo del Toro

Some other predictions:
Supporting Actor: 
Sam Rockwell (Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri)
Supporting Actress:
Lesley Manville ( Phantom Thread)
Cinematography:
Roger Deakins (Blade Runner 2049) 
Original Score:
Jonny  Greenwood (Phantom Thread)
Original Screenplay:
Martin McDonagh (Three Billboards)

or as a supporting actress, but nothing in 
her career thus far has shown she’s capable 
of carrying a movie as some of the others 
on this list can. It’s a bit strange seeing 
someone who actually took the job of play-
ing Harley Quinn next to names like Mer-
yl Streep and Frances McDormand. Not 
to slight Robbie in any way, but it’s just 
unfair to her to put her up against names 
like that. Anyway, it’s almost useless even 
trying to go in-depth about the names on 
this list because no matter what I write we 
will all be seeing Frances McDormand ac-
cepting her first Oscar since Fargo in 1997. 
Seriously, there’s no way this won’t hap-
pen. Her character in Three Billboards was 
written specifically for her by McDonagh 
and she absolutely killed it. McDormand is 
the Germany to the other nominees’ Brazil. 
It’s a well-deserved blowout win.

Prediction: Frances McDormand

Best Director Nominees: Paul 
Thomas Anderson, Guillermo del Toro,  
Greta Gerwig, Christopher Nolan, Jordan 
Peele

The biggest surprise of this list is that 
Martin McDonagh’s name isn’t on it. At the 
very least, the man at the helm of the best 
movie of the year deserves a nomination. 
If Three Billboards does win Best Picture, 
it will be insane if McDonagh isn’t even 
a nominee for best director. In any case, 
the front-runner for this trophy will likely 
be Golden Globe winner Guillermo 
del Toro, who will deserve it for being 
the mastermind behind one of the most 
original movies of the decade in The Shape 
of Water. No doubt Christopher Nolan 
would also get some recognition especially 
since the acclaimed 
director has never been 
nominated for Best 
Director before. The 
closest challenger to del 
Toro is Paul Thomas 
Anderson, who has 
only been nominated 
for the category once 
before for There Will 
Be Blood. A decade 
later, this could be his 
year. Phantom Thread 
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First team all-league guard Eli 
De’Grate drives for two points 
against Hoover.

4 out of 5 GHS teams advance
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It was an exciting winter sports 
season as four of the five varsity teams 
qualified to compete in the CIF playoffs. 
“I don’t remember a year when this many 
winter sports teams got in to the playoffs,” 
said Athletic Director Pat Lancaster. 
    “We had two league MVPs, a league 
Coach of the Year, the first girls’ 
basketball title since 1992, the first 
girls soccer playoff win, and a big 
boys’ basketball win over CV,” he said.  
     Girls’ soccer finished fourth place 
in league. In the CIF wild card match 
last week, GHS defeated Summit High 
(Fontana), 2-0. The victory was the first 
postseason win in the program’s history. 
Pearl Navarro scored both goals for 
Glendale, sinking a penalty shot in the fifth 
minute of the game and blasting a free kick 
into net midway through the second half. 
Navarro made history as she scored the 
first playoff goal ever for the Nitros girls’ 
soccer team. It was the first time a GHS 
soccer team made the CIF playoffs since 
2004. The team advanced to the first round 
match and was shut out two goals to none 

by No. 2 ranked South Pasadena. GHS 
finished the season with a record of 9-9-3.  
     After finishing fourth place in league, 
girls’ water polo traveled to play San 
Dimas in the first round of the playoffs. 
The game was played at Charter Oak 
in Covina. Glendale received two goals 
each from Mondana Nassipour and Jamie 
Fritz. San Dimas won the game, 8-4. GHS 
ended the season with a record of 12-13.       
        League Coach of the Year Tadeh 
Mardirosian guided the Lady Nitros to their 
first Pacific League championship since 
1992. Girls’ basketball ended in a 3-way tie 
for first place with Burroughs and Crescenta 
Valley. In the first round playoff game, GHS 
was defeated by No. 2 ranked Camarillo 
62-44. Jillian Yanai led the team, finishing 
with 24 points and 11 rebounds. GHS 
ended the season with a record of 19-11.  
     Boys’ basketball took fifth place in 
league and applied for a CIF playoff spot. 
Their wish of getting into the postseason 
was granted, but they had to travel to meet 
No. 2 ranked Culver City. Alexis Ramos 
led GHS in scoring with 21 points which 
included five 3-pointers. Eli De’Grate put 
in 19 points. The Nitros lost 83-69. The 
season ended with a record of 18-10.

By Savarta Sarksian
Staff Reporter

Pacific League Player of the Year Rita Grigorian 
helped GHS place in fourth place and win their 
first CIF playoff game ever.
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Water polo took fourth place in league and qual-
ified for the CIF playoffs. Sophomore Jamie Fritz 
earned first team all-league honors.
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Boys’ soccer took 5th place in the Pacific League 
and missed the CIF playoffs. Chris Atikian was a 
top Nitro, earning second team all-league.
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Pacific League Player of the Year 
Jillian Yanai led GHS to its first Pa-
cific League title since 1992.
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Cary Harris named new Nitro football head coach. Fight On!

Principal Dr. Benjamin Wolf announced last week that former NFL player 
and USC standout Cary Harris was named Glendale High’s new head 
football coach. Harris replaces George Maiale, who served three sea-
sons. The Nitros won two games last season and hope to turn the corner 
for a winning season.
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Glendale High School has hired Cary Harris to be their new varsity head football 
coach. Harris was a three-year starting cornerback for USC between 2006 and 2008 
under Coach Pete Carroll. He was a two-time All-Pac-10 honorable mention player in 
2007 and 2008 and was considered a top cornerback for the 2009 NFL Draft. He played 
in three Rose Bowl games for the Trojans.

After graduating from USC with a B.S. in Health in 2009, Harris was drafted in the 
sixth round (183rd overall) to the Buffalo Bills. Throughout his NFL career, Harris also 
served on the practice squads for the Minnesota Vikings, Cincinnati Bengals, and New 
York Giants. In addition to his playing career, Harris worked as a coaching intern for the 
Oakland Raiders and, most recently, an Assistant Football Coach for Moorpark College. 
Harris also founded the NFL San Fernando Valley Flag Football program, which is part 
of NFL PLAY 60. The league provides co-ed flag football opportunities for youth ages 
5-17. “We are very excited to welcome Coach Harris to the Nitro family and hope that his 
impressive football background, both as a player and a coach, will attract talented student 
athletes to our program,” said Glendale High School Principal Dr. Benjamin Wolf.
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