
Tennis dreams come true

Homecoming activities review

9 Mr. Nitro contestants ready 
to strut their stuff on Jan. 11

NEWS
In Brief

*On Wednesday, Principal Ben Wolf announced the names of the lucky winners 
of an all-expenses paid trip to Japan over Spring Break in March. They are: Macy 
Armstrong, Tristen Bonilla, Anna Chakhoyan, Esmeralda Colindres, Benja-
min Do, Jamie Fritz, Arman Krmoian, Aileen Lee, Christina Sargsyan, Kath-
ryn Tharp, and Michelle Yolyan.

*Four GHS instrumental musicians were selected to march in Pasadena’s Rose Pa-
rade on New Year’s Day. They will be part of the Tournament of Roses Parade 
Honor Band. They are: James Bechayda (trombone), Joshua Dardon (trumpet), 
Josiah Gamez (trombone), Valeria Lee (color guard). 

*Congratulations to the three winners of the GHS Poetry Out Loud Contest: 
Melineh Mansour, Andrea Martinez, and Robert Peralta. Their winning rec-
itations will allow them to compete against the other high schools in the district 
contest on Jan. 10. 

*The yearbook staff is still accepting senior baby pictures and senior quotes, and 
it’s not too late to have your senior portrait taken. Make your portrait appointment 
at whites-studios.com by mid-January. Nearly 400 seniors have already taken their 
portrait. Don’t be left out of the 2018 Stylus (yearbook).

*The Explosion staff is always looking for new members. See your counselor and 
register for 3rd period Journalism 3-4. Join our winning team.
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Freshman ace Celine Khachiki was one of the driving forces for the girls’ 
tennis team winning the CIF-SS Division 4 championship. 
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Something extraordinary has hap-
pened at GHS. The girls’ varsity tennis 
team has won the CIF-SS Division 4 cham-
pionship. Not only is this the first time that 
a Glendale High tennis team 
has won a CIF title, but the first 
time ever that a GHS girls team 
of any sport has won a CIF title. 

The final match was played 
at the Claremont Club against 
the undefeated Rancho Mirage 
High School Rattlers on Nov. 
10. It was a beautiful day that 
was warm and sunny, with pris-
tine blue skies. 

Going into finals, the fate 
of the girls tennis team seemed 
unsure. Rancho Mirage was 2016’s CIF 
Division V titleist, and hadn’t lost a match 
since 2015. Despite this GHS managed to 
persevere. Rancho Mirage won the first 
round, but after that Glendale rapidly 
pulled ahead. Celine Khachiki and Kristen 
Lee performed well in singles, and Emi 
and Momo Guzman, Nicole Avakian and 
Michelle Yolyan, and Elen Ghazayan and 

Moira Mailed secured victories in the dou-
bles. When all was said and done, Glendale 
finished 6-3 in doubles and 4-5 in singles 
for the overall 10-8 victory. Emi Guzman, 
one of the team captains, said, “Our cham-
pionship title counts as a win for the entire 
community of female athletes at GHS. My 

team is proof that with the right 
resources and attention...female 
athletes can have just as much 
success as male athletes.” 

Mailed, who is also a var-
sity captain, had another in-
sight: “I’m still very proud of 
it. But going into season I nev-
er imagined us winning CIF. It 
was an amazing experience.” 
Nitro coach Tom Gossard told 
the Glendale News-Press, “It’s 
overwhelming. This tells you 

what’s possible when you put the will and 
skill together...It took six months to put 
this together, but the girls did it.” 

Team members were: Nicole Avakian, 
Ani Azarian, Farah Eskender, Elen Ghaz-
aryan, Kianna Gueco, the Guzmans, Ma-
ria Hovakimyan, Khachiki, Lee, Mailed, 
Tanja Mikaeljan, Nataly Najaryan, Anna 
Sarookhanian, and Yolyan.   

In retrospect of Homecoming, it has 
always been a week of perpetual fun, hap-
piness, and anticipation. The Homecoming 
activities began on Monday, Oct. 30 with 
the start of Homecoming Week. 

Mickey Monday, Halloween Tuesday, 
Western Wednesday, Pajama Thursday, 
and Rally Shirt Friday were the scheduled 
spirit days. 

At the Harry Potter-themed Home-
coming Rally on Nov. 3 in the Big Gym, 
there were performances from the school’s 
music groups, varsity/junior varsity cheer 
groups, color guard, and drill team. 

In addition to the spirit groups per-
forming, there were contests between the 
different grades. There was a video intro-
duction, spirit game were contestants men-
tioned, and game activities such as tug-of-
war and “Do It” yell off were staged.

The Homecoming football game 
was played at Moyse Field and start-
ed at 7 p.m. Over 3,000 spectators at-
tended the game against Hoover, where 
Glendale was defeated 35-25. 

The returning football Legends and 
Homecoming Court introductions were 
held between 6-6:30 p.m. During half-
time of the Homecoming football game, 
the Homecoming King, Tigran Daniel-
yan, and the Homecoming Queen, Ma-
rie Premne, were crowned. 

The next evening over 500 individ-
uals attended the Homecoming Dance 
at The Reserve in Los Angeles. It took 
place from 6-10 p.m. The Royal Dance 
between the king and queen transpired 
around 9 p.m. Overall, the Homecom-
ing Dance is known as an astonishing 
night. An immense amount of gratitude 
goes out to the ASB team, who worked 
tirelessly to have this event eventuate as 
remarkable as it did.

This year marks the 6th annual Mr. 
Nitro contest and it will be hosted in the 
John Wayne Performing Arts Center. It will 
take place during the week students return 
from winter break on Thursday, Jan. 11 at 
7 p.m. Tickets are $5 with an ASB card and 
$8 without one or at the door. 

The Mr. Nitro competition is hosted 
by the Associated Student Body. 

The candidates are only open to senior 
boys. They should be involved in school, 
have good grades and be able to represent 
GHS in a positive manner.

The competition looks much like a 
beauty pageant. The boys will show off 
their individual talents in formal wear and 
swimsuits. During the contest there will 
be a question and answer portion that was 
filmed by ASB, and the final three con-
testants will have one question to answer 
from the judges. This will help the judges 
decide who becomes the next Mr. Nitro.  

The winner of the Mr. Nitro competition 
will be crowned at the end of the show. 

This year’s contestants are Nick Bagh-
dadlian, Ezekiel Castelo, Santino Espiritu, 
Yousef Ezadpanah, Jose Gomez, Nathaniel 
Huiza, Leon Nafea, Miguel Ramirez, and 
Joshua Williams. 

Leading up to the show, the boys will 
conduct an auction during lunch on Tues-
day, Jan. 9, at the rally platform in the 
quad. There, they will offer items for stu-
dents to bid on.

Last year’s winner, Galo Lopez, will 
make a special appearance in crowning the 
next winner. 

Past winners are: Eric Margosian 
(2013), Colin Sneddon (2014), Luis Arel-
lano (2015), Aureen Aghajanian (2016), 
and Lopez (2017).

The night will be filled with entertain-
ment, laughter, and a great memory to hold 
onto. “This is the only program of its kind 
in the city of Glendale! You will not want 
to miss it,” said ASB Advisor Jon Living-
ston.

By Christina Sargsyan
Co-Editor-in-Chief

By Bela Kiyork
News Editor

By Ethan Moos
Opinion & Copy Editor

Tom Gossard
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Homecoming Queen Marie Premne and King Tigran Danielyan take 
part in the Royal Dance at the Homecoming Dance held Nov. 4.



No end in sight
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Staff Editorial by Ethan Moos

Is it time for NHS to make changes to PNMA?
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For 17 long years we have had mem-
bers of the military stationed in a desert in 
which we already won the war. This has 
been the cause of many debates and many 
protests in order to stop the US’s interven-
tion in the unstable Middle East.

The cause for the withdrawal of US 
Armed Forces varies in economic, societal 
and political facets. Its political matters are 
deepened as it also relates to society. With 
the US Armed Forces withdrawal, tensions 
instantly resurged and began to take form 
into new cells of Al Qaeda, such as ISIS. 
This renewed tension also ensured that any 
improvement of the economies of these 
countries in the Middle East would be halt-
ed. But how else did it affect the Middle 
East and possibly beyond?

The aformentioned tensions contin-
ued after Al Qaeda and continued to cause 
economic turmoil by extending instability 
and creating a reliability. This reliability 
would be the US Armed Forces, as they 
were the only unifying factor inside of the 
area due to the heavy amounts of deploy-
ment, acting in place of what should be the 
UN, or a mix of the Coalition formed. With 
this quick leave of the US Armed Forces, 
government stability quickly staggered and 
fell apart, resulting in the creation of ISIS. 
Although the threat of ISIS has been nearly 
completely tamed, the terrorist group still 
managed to cause a major uproar, affect 
Russian, US, and European politics, and 
even boost the increase of immigrants 
flowing out of the Middle East and other 
Islamic countries.

With this major threat crafting itself 
out of the US’s withdrawal, other tensions 
have begun to rise. One such threat is the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and from the 
looks of it, this seems to be an uphill battle 
for resolution. This also caused specula-
tion by other countries as to what should 
really happen inside of the Middle East, as 
it seems far too divided in culture, religion 
and politics to ever gain a major stephold 
in unification. Revolutions are constant in 
this region and will stay constant unless 
this matter is settled for good by an exter-
nal force such as the UN.

What about economically? Currently 
the Middle East is one of the biggest ex-
porters of oil in the world, and there seems 
to be no sign of this slowing down. This 
will greatly affect the costs of oil and affect 
the prices of gasoline for our cars. This, 
consequently, would greatly affect the mili-
tary also. According to the 2005 CIA World 
Factbook, the Department of Defense uses 
over 4.5 billion gallons for fuel annually 
and a large Army division uses about 6,000 
gallons of fuel per day. This will continue 
to affect us and the other countries if the 
issue is not settled upon.

And so, with this in mind, we must ei-
ther continue our endeavors inside of the 
Middle East, or attempt to find a diplomat-
ic compromise inside of this subcontinent. 
We must find a way to end this and contin-
ue development in the rest of the world and 
our own country. Should we also not find a 
way to resolve these religious disputes that 
have continued for centuries? The Sunni-
Shia split has hampered the Middle East 
for too long and must be resolved. Geno-
cides incited by an opposing foundation of 
religious beliefs is something that should 
be in history books, not a common issue 
that causes the death of many people in the 
21st century.

Everyone at Glendale High School knows about the Pat Navolanic Memorial Award. It is prestigious, hard to win, and 
highly coveted. Currently, in order to qualify, a senior must have 50 hours of community service, a 3.5 minimum GPA, and a 
varsity letter from a CIF certified sport. Founded in 1913, the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) acts as the govern-
ing body for high school athletics in the entire state of California. GHS was an original member school in CIF back in 1913.

What most people may not know is that these PNMA qualifications, and the way applicants are selected, can be changed 
at any time by the National Honor Society. Currently in the NHS, the topic that is being hotly debated is the varsity athletic 
letter requirement. Some members feel that it should be changed to include groups like dance drill and marching band because 
what they do counts for athletic (P.E.) credit and the groups compete. They say that the CIF sport specification is too limiting, 
and knocks great candidates out of the running. Others feel that opening the PNMA up to those who aren’t in a sport would 
fundamentally change what the award is trying to do. The PNMA Award is meant to honor the life and achievements of Pat 
Navolanic, and a part of his achievements included being successful at CIF sports. Navolanic was a star on the GHS football, 
basketball and track & field teams. 

Since the point of the award is to reward the student who most closely achieved on the same level of Pat Navolanic, it is 
the opinion of the editors that the rules should stay the way they are as far as the qualifications needed to apply. The CIF sport 
requirement should remain the way it is. We say this so that the selection process will have a solid structure, not as a value 
judgement of programs like dance drill and marching band. 

We believe opening up the qualifications could end up being a slippery slope. It muddles what exactly the PNMA is 
honoring. Marching band isn’t a CIF sport. Navolanic played CIF sports, so the award should reflect that. If we count non-
CIF activities, why shouldn’t we include something like martial arts? It’s possible that an applicant may even be successful 
competitively, but karate isn’t a CIF sport. Ballet is physically demanding and requires a great deal of skill, but it isn’t a CIF 
sport. It’s hard to argue for the inclusion of things like marching band and drill, but then turn around and say that karate and 
ballet should be barred. And what about equestrian and archery? GHS has had those activities in the past years. Should they 
be counted as meeting the athletic requirement of the PNMA?

There isn’t a correct answer, but this is the easiest answer. Let the CIF do its job and determine for us what constitutes 
a sport. It leaves no room for debate or confusion. They have done that this year by adding competitive cheerleading as an 
official CIF sport. This also does not mean that the editors believe the selection process is perfect. Some sports give out var-
sity letters too freely, other sports are more tight fisted. Bias in the selection committee may play too big a role in deciding 
who wins and what rules are adjusted. Some in NHS feel the GPA requirement is too low. These are legitimate concerns, but 
changes to these areas won’t lead to the same quagmire.

Artwork by Alex Der Movesesian



Thoughts from the News Room

Justice League 
By Kenneth Yabut  

The long-anticipated DC superhero team has finally 
come to the big screen. Unfortunately, there are several 
flaws in the experiment. However, it is still a very enter-
taining, light watch. 

The lead characters are perhaps the best things about 
Justice League. The new members of the team: The Flash, 
Aquaman, and Cyborg, had great performances. But I do 
think that Ezra Miller’s anti-social jokes don’t land to-
wards the end of the movie. Those that have reprised their 
superhero roles still did well. I really enjoyed how they 
tweaked some characters like Batman, making them more 
lighthearted than the previous DCEU movies.

Surprisingly, the pacing turned out better than I ex-
pected. Due to regulations set by the studio, there was an 
extensive amount of footage that the directors shot that 
was cut out of the final product, leaving out over a half-
hour of film from the final cut. But the story was straight-
forward, had the team assembled very early, and wasn’t 
confusing for casual audiences. However, there  needed to 
be more elements to the plot and characters that weren’t 
fleshed out.

One of the biggest problems was the movie’s vil-
lain, Steppenwolf. He was just a tall, powerful guy with 
no clear motivation and nuance. Steppenwolf was just a 
lead-up to whatever villain the team will fight in the sequel 
(hopefully Darkseid).

The other issue is the CGI. Compared to other movies 
of the same style, it was definitely sub-par. While people 
complain about its use, I still see it as an integral part.

While Justice League didn’t raise the bar as high as 
Wonder Woman, I’d definitely get the director’s cut of it. 

Super Mario Odyssey
By Izrrael Gutierrez                                              

It’s a well known fact that Mario is the king of all 
gaming. We have seen this over and over again. Now 
Nintendo has released Odyssey, and it’s no surprise that 
Mario is back with new worlds and new ways to play the 
game.

As with most new Mario games, Nintendo is not 
afraid to throw in some surprises. Cappy allows you to 
control anything you throw at him, whether it’s alive or 
not, such as a Goomba, a T-Rex, a taxi or a rock. Yes, you 
can become a rock. You do this whenever you need to do 
something Mario can’t do but another character or thing 
can, and that’s something I’ve never really seen.

Though being a tank is fun, it’s not what makes the 
game worth the $60 price tag. What does, however, is how 
it allows you to play with creativity. So when collecting 
PowerMoons, you can either get 120 PowerMoons to beat 
the game or collect 500 to get to the real ending. And how 
you get them is all on you. The game doesn’t really force 
you to embark on a certain path but rather it shows you the 
possible paths and lets you decide which one to take.

The worlds in this game all have their own atmo-
sphere to them. They all act as a sort of playground to go 
and run around. The environment is so amazing it’ll stand 
out  whether you’re exploring or collecting purple coins or 
getting Mario a cowboy hat. They also have unique char-
acters that can only be found in specific levels. 

This game makes you feel some sort of emotion 
when you play it, and that’s something that most video 
games lack these days. If you’re wondering what to get for 
Christmas or what to do over the break, get a Switch and 
play this game, you won’t regret it.

The Punisher
By Kenneth Yabut                                   

The already dark and grim Marvel Netflix franchise 
has just placed an even darker and grimmer anti-hero into 
the mix. But don’t expect The Punisher to just be about 
Frank Castle turning New York into a shooting gallery.

This series likes to concentrate on the trauma a soldier 
experiences after war and the pain of loss. It showcases 
various characters like this, most notably Castle; the tran-
sitions to flashbacks and delusions of when his wife and 
kids were still alive then immediately transitioning back to 
Frank’s morally gray life stresses the show’s tone.

The cast brings powerful performances, some more 
compelling than the others. Jon Berenthal does an amazing 
job as the Punisher, being the best live-action interpreta-
tion of the character yet. 

This season’s villains were a pleasant surprise as 
well. The character of Agent Orange was seen as a cor-
rupt, domineering coward that people love to hate. Ben 
Barnes’s Billy Russo displayed the handsome yet unnerv-
ing psychopathic trope tremendously well. 

The Punisher is a great addition to the Marvel Cine-
matic Universe as a whole. The deep contrast of this show 
and the other Netflix shows really stands out. The violence 
is dialed to11, including some parts that are definitely not 
for the faint of heart.

 The show’s overall format will make people either 
love it and adore the characters or make them hate it and 
wince in disgust from the goriness on screen. I highly rec-
ommend this show to people who are into The Punisher 
comic books, comic books in general, or those who are 
just looking for a good conspiracy/crime drama to watch 
in their spare time. 

Coach Tom Gossard shares the CIF champi-
onship plaque with the tennis team after they 
stunned previously undefeated Rancho Mirage 
10-8 to win the CIF-SS Division 4 championship.

Getting to know Glendale’s latest champs
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Two of the three tennis team captains, Kristen Lee and 
Moira Mailed, came by the journalism room and answered 
some questions about their magical season. They spoke about 
the journey that took them all the way to the top. Girls tennis 
became the first girls sport at GHS to win a CIF-SS team title.

Question: At the beginning of the season, did you even 
imagine that your team would finish as the CIF champions?

Kristen Lee: No, it never crossed my mind. I was just 
hoping we could even make the CIF playoffs since we didn’t 
qualify last year.

Q: Your coach Tom Gossard is the most successful ten-
nis coach in the history of the Glendale Unified School Dis-
trict. Name one characteristic that Coach Gossard brought to 
the team that helped the team win CIF.

Moira Mailed: Competitiveness. We already knew how 
to play tennis, but we didn’t know how to compete with those 
better than us. Coach Gossard refined our skills and gave us a 
new reason to fight for the wins.

Q: Some people don’t think that having a great coach 
makes that much of a difference in how a team does. Where 
do you think your team would have finished if Coach Gossard 
had not come to coach at GHS? 

MM: We definitely would’ve had a hard time placing 
4th in the league. We might not have made it to CIF at all. 
[Before him] the team didn’t care enough.

Q: What would you want people to know about your 
coach, your team, your journey, and your success?

MM: Being successful was tough. People might think 
it was really easy because we were in Division 4. That’s not 
the case. We easily could’ve lost if we didn’t try to compete. 

Q: Your girls tennis team is the very first girls team at 
GHS to ever win a CIF title. Give us your thoughts on win-
ning and also being the FIRST.

KL: There were 96 schools in our division and we man-
aged to make it through our wild card round and five rounds 
of the main draw of CIF to win it. It was exciting to be the first 
girls team to make the finals, and then winning the champion-
ship made it even more amazing. We worked really hard and 
now we have a place in the GHS history books.

Q: Your hard work, dedication, and commitment contin-
ue to make GHS and the Glendale community proud. How 
will it feel to wear your Glendale Tennis gear around town 
now that the community is buzzing about your champion-
ship?

KL: It feels good to wear the varsity tennis sweatshirt 

By Vache Sarkissian
Co-Editor-in-Chief

around. My neighbors and family friends all congratulated 
me. And we got a commendation from the Glendale City 
Council at the meeting on Dec. 5. It is fun being recognized 
for a hard-earned achievement. 

Q: Do you think having to play really strong competition 
like Arcadia, Burbank, and Crescenta Valley helped prepare 
your team for the CIF playoffs? 

MM: Yes, playing teams that are more skilled always 
makes you a better player. Learning to compete with tougher 
teams also strengthened our resolve to win.

Q: GHS co-athletic director Alan Eberhart said that your 
opponent in the finals, Rancho Mirage, seemed shocked that 
Glendale was so good. What do you think made Glendale 
High such a tough team to beat?

KL: We are a tough team to beat because we don’t as-
sume we’ll win, we go in fighting to earn every match we can.

Q: Championship tennis players and teams don’t get too 
many days off while they are preparing and competing. What 
was your practice schedule like over the last six months?

MM: I can only remember having one day off besides 
the weekends. We practiced for at least two hours every day 
after 6th period. 

Q: Many tennis players start before they get to high 
school. At what age did you start playing tennis? 

KL: I started playing tennis when I was about 10 or 11 
years old. So I have been playing for about five to six years 
now.

MM: I started playing at 10 years old, but lessons were 
on and off. I started practicing regularly when I became a 
freshman.

Q: In the 117-year history of Glendale High School, only 
13 teams have won a CIF championship. It is extremely diffi-
cult to do. And you ladies are captains of the first girls team to 
do it. Where did this drive for excellence come from. When 
did you start to believe that it could happen?

MM: Our drive for excellence came from our newfound 
confidence. After we beat Burroughs in our last league match, 
I was just happy we made CIF. I didn’t expect us to come out 
champions. 

Q: In the middle of the CIF semifinals against Hemet, 
your coach was nervous about the outcome and said that he 
wasn’t sure if GHS could win. He said that the Hemet team 
was “playing better than us.” What pushed you through to 
win so convincingly in the third round?

KL: Hemet had a lot of people show up to cheer them on. 
I think that pushed us to perform even harder to defeat both 
the opponent and their cheering squad. And we really, really 
wanted to go on to the finals and make history as the first girls 
team to make CIF finals and hopefully be champions.

Q: If you could pick the Most Valuable Player on your 
team, who would it be and why?

MM: Celine Khachiki. She’s our little freshman ace. Ce-
line is one of our most polished players. She also picked up 
important sets against rough opponents. 

Q: You guys are living the dream of every high school 
athlete. Can you imagine your high school life without ten-
nis? 

KL: It actually felt really weird after the CIF Champi-
onship win to not be at tennis practice every day. I felt like 
something was missing. 

Q: Would you encourage other girls and boys to play 
sports (or join other activities) and work to make their dreams 
come true?

MM: Of course. Sometimes you just need to get away 
from the academics and have some fun. 

Q: On a scale of one to 10 (10 being best), how proud 
are you to be a Nitro?

MM: 10!
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Senior Sebastian Gonzalez takes a pass from Van Haslett and heads to 
the end zone for a Nitro touchdown. GHS lost to Hoover 35-25 in the Nov. 
3 Homecoming Game.

Hoover’s Bouldin scores 
5 TD’s in Tornadoes win

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

This year’s Homecoming game saw 
the Nitros fall 35-25 to the Tornadoes for 
the third year in a row in the Battle for the 
Victory Bell. Senior running back Quran 
Bouldin, who was questionable to start, 
stole the show for Hoover. He scored all of 
the Tornadoes’ five touchdowns and added 
an interception for good measure. 

Bouldin, who was Hoover’s best of-
fensive player by at least a mile and a half, 
caught five passes for 172 yards and rushed 
for 210 yards in 23 carries. 

This game gave Hoover their first and 
only win of the season - except for a forfeit 
win against Sotomayor - and consequently 
kept Glendale winless against league op-
ponents for the third straight year. Both 
teams finished with identical records, 2-8.

Despite Bouldin’s offensive explosion, 
much of the Nitros’ wounds were self-in-
flicted. Glendale’s issues did not stem from 
an inability to go at the Hoover defense but 

rather an influx of little mistakes here and 
there that led to seven turnovers through-
out the game, making it awfully difficult 
for the Nitros offense to get some rhythm 
going. “It’s tough when you have seven 
turnovers and we beat ourselves in a lot of 
ways,” admitted Nitros head coach George 
Maiale to the Glendale News-Press. 

Quarterback Van Haslett and receiver 
Anthony Luna were a bright spot for the 
Nitros on an otherwise rough night. Haslett 
completed 12 of 29 passes, 42.9%, and 
threw for 169 yards on the night for two 
touchdowns and rushed for another one. 
Luna also had a solid night as he got one of 
the Nitros’ four touchdowns. Senior Jaasiel 
Santiago also had a successful night as he 
caught a touchdown pass and also forced a 
fumble in the third quarter. Sebastian Gon-
zalez caught a touchdown pass.

Although the final scoreline is the 
closest it’s been in the previous two defeats 
to Hoover, the Nitros were unable to find 
the win. Their all time record against the 
Tornadoes is now 51-36-2.

By Vache Sarkissian
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Winter Sports Preview

Glendale waved good-bye to 
league second-team forward Dan-
iel Madden and league honorable 
mention guard Edrik Abous. Last 
season, Glendale finished 12-15 
and tied for sixth in the Pacific 
League with Arcadia. 

This season head coach Ib 
Belou will rely on seniors Eli 
Degrate, Alexis Ramos and Lar-
renz Carino, all three-year varsi-
ty players and sophomore David 
Shamiryan, a two-year varsity 
player. Belou said, “This sea-
son our goal is to contend for a 
league title and earn a spot in the 
playoffs. We have the deepest and 
closest team I have had since I be-
gan coaching at GHS.” 

GHS is scheduled to play 
Hoover on Jan. 19 at GHS at 7 
p.m. and Feb. 8 at Hoover at 7 
p.m. 

By Sevarta Sarkisian
Staff Reporter

The boys and girls cross country teams both 
finished in fifth place in league. Pictured is Ven-
neza Venzor. The teams were both coached by 
Bob Bailey.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Nick Schmitt earned honorable mention all-
league honors in water polo and helped GHS to 
a fifth place finish in league. In the CIF playoffs, 
they lost to Webb, 10-9, in the first round.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Leila Manaois was named second team all-
league in volleyball and led GHS to a sixth place 
finish in league.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Boys’ 
Basketball

Coached by Tadeh Mardiro-
sian, last year’s Nitros finished 
19-12 and 2-5 in league. But the 
real excitement came in the post-
season where GHS advanced to 
the semifinals of the Division 
II-A playoffs. 

No Pacific League team en-
joyed more playoff success than 
Glendale.

Leading the Nitros is return-
ing first team All-CIF guard Jil-
lian Yanai. Yanai, averaged 12.2 
points, 4.9 rebounds. 2.5 assists 
and 3.2 steals. She is joined by 
shooting guard Lilia Vasgha-
nian whose specialty is shooting 
3-point shots. Mary Markaryan is 
also expected to make an impact.

GHS is looking forward to 
their games with Hoover on Jan. 
19 at GHS at 5:30 p.m. and on 
Feb. 8 at Hoover, also at 5:30 p.m. 

By Justine M. Andres
Staff Reporter

Girls’ 
Basketball

Following a seventh-place 
finish in the Pacific League, the 
Nitros were the only team in the 
Glendale area to miss the playoffs 
last season. This season, return-
ing coach Artur Aghasyan and the  
Nitros are hoping to return to the 
playoffs.

GHS will be without some 
very important players this sea-
son including all-league play-
ers Aaron Alexander and Shahe 
Thomas, whom they lost to grad-
uation. Key returning players this 
season include senior defender 
Chris Atikian, senior midfielder 
Hovik Ktikyan, and junior de-
fender/midfielder Andrew Alex-
ander–younger brother of Aaron.

“We’ll look for our returners 
to lead the way because we’ll have 
a pretty young team,” Aghasyan 
told the Glendale News-Press.

By Vache Sarkissian
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Boys’ 
Soccer

  Glendale’s goal, as well as 
coach Victor Aquino’s, has been 
to crack the top four of the Pacific 
League and make the CIF play-
offs. Last season, the team came 
extremely close to achieving that 
goal. Glendale trailed behind 
Burbank (6-5-3) with a 5-8-1 Pa-
cific League mark.

They will continue to have 
this goal until they achieve it. 
“Same goal this year: make the 
playoffs, try to get one of those 
top four spots,” Aquino said.

Rita Grigorian (senior mid-
fielder/forward) is expected to 
lead the way for Glendale along-
side her fellow teammates, So-
phia Noriega (senior midfielder) 
and Pearl Navarro (midfielder/de-
fender). After two league match-
es, GHS las lost to Arcadia 3-2, 
and yesterday, lost to CV 2-1.

By Selin Zadourian
Staff Reporter

Girls’ 
Soccer

Glendale varsity water polo 
qualified for the CIF playoffs last 
season under coach Casey Sripra-
mong. 

In the first round game, the 
Nitros dropped a hard-fought 15-
11 decision to top-seeded Lake-
side. 

Perhaps giving GHS a boost 
will be that it is returning sever-
al key starters, including senior 
utilities Mondana Nassirpour and 
Arpa and Aleh Shabazian. Nas-
sirpour picked up All-Area acco-
lades after tallying 55 goals, 29 
steals, and 23 assists last season. 
GHS is looking forward to their 
game with Hoover. 

Hoover has only defeated 
GHS one time since girls water 
polo started in 1996. The Hoover 
match is scheduled for Jan. 16 at 
Glendale High at 3:30 p.m.

By Berlin Bravo
Staff Reporter

Girls’ 
Water Polo
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