
Glendale High placed second in the annual Scholastic Bowl competi-
tion held on Feb. 29. Team members were from left: Maryam Amran, 
Andrew Nazarians, Regina Kim, and Jae In Song. The alternate was 
Lora Sukiasyan.

EXPLOSION

Senior Prom to be held at Mountain 
Gate Country Club in Beverly Hills
BY NATALIE RING
News Editor

Saligumba wins Oratorical speech, seniors dazzle
Oratorical is the oldest annual tra-

dition at Glendale High School and has 
lasted over 100 years. The fi rst Oratorical 
was held on April 18, 1910 and has been 
popular ever since. This year’s Oratorical 
was held on Feb. 26 in the John Wayne 
Performing Arts Center.

In Oratorical, each class is judged on 
speech, tableau, spirit, and discipline. All 
of those who are participating are required 
to wear a white button up shirt with a col-
lar, and black pants or a skirt. Anyone with 
long hair must have it tied back so it re-
moves any distractions.

Each class has a student speaker who 

recites from memory an original speech that 
pertains to the theme. This year’s theme 
was Teen Activism. The speakers this year 
were Pauline Saligumba (12th grade), 
Shushanna Petrosyan (11th grade), Devin 
Hartoonian (10th grade), and Tiana Fowles 
(9th grade). The winning speech was titled 
“Those who cry wolf: Redefi ning our role 
as millennials,” by Rachel Schwartz and 
presented by Saligumba.

After each speaker recites his or her 
speech, the tableau immediately follows. 
The tableau consists of students frozen on 
stage, creating a scene that revolves around 
the central idea of the speech. The winners 
of this category were the juniors, who were 
beyond excited to seize this win and stop a 
senior sweep.

Start looking for your tuxes and dress-
es because prom is right around the corner! 
On May 21, prom will be held at Moun-
tain Gate Country Club, which is located in 
Beverly Hills. It starts promptly at 7 p.m. 

The senior class plans to have deco-
rations such as lanterns, lights, and soft, 
warm colors, which will tie in with this 
year’s theme, “Tangled in the Stars.” 

Couples will have a romantic evening 
fi lled with dinner, dancing, and a wonder-
ful time spent with your classmates. 

Come with an empty stomach because 
dinner will be provided. The venue has in-
door as well as outdoor seating where you 
can enjoy your dinner and socialize. When 
you’re fi nished dining, head on over to the 

BY NATALIE RING
News Editor

dance fl oor where you, your date, and your 
friends can show off your dance moves. 
There will be a DJ who will play the latest 
hits, and will take requests from the audi-
ence.

If you’re tired of dancing, challenge 
your friends to a game of air hockey or 
foosball. You can also document your night 
by taking pictures in the photo booths with 
your friends.

To purchase tickets, go on to the GHS 
website or visit the student store at snack 
or lunch. The ticket prices have not yet 
been determined, but they will range from 
$90 to $100. If you’re planning on tak-
ing someone who doesn’t attend Glendale 
High, request forms will be in the student 
store or online at glendalehigh.com. As of 
right now, there is no set deadline, but they 
should be returned in a timely manner.

Glendale places second in Scholastic Bowl

This year’s Scholastic Bowl, on Feb. 
29, took a turn for the unexpected. Glen-
dale High’s team was comprised of fi ve 
students, Regina Kim, Jae In Song, An-
drew Nazarians, Maryam Amran, and Lora 
Sukiasyan, and two coaches, Sarah Morri-
son and Kelly Palmer. 

They took a close second place prize, 
losing by just one question to Clark. Cres-
centa Valley fi nished last despite their im-
pressive performance in the past. Hoover 
managed to fi nish third. 

The competition consisted of three 
portions: An essay that was written in one 
hour by each team prior to the competition, 
a question portion with the entire team, and 

a buzzer round for individual answers. 
Glendale was leading by at least 

four points the entire competition when 
a questionable recount was taken before 
the fi nal questions were asked. 

Glendale lost points while Clark 
gained, resulting in a 61-61 tie between 
the two schools. The deductions were 
never explained to the participants or 
audience and left Glendale High con-
fused. 

The fi nal three questions would 
determine the winner; Clark answered 
two, ending the Bowl. Final scores were 
Clark 65, GHS 63, Hoover 55, CV 38.

Nazarians said, “It was unique. I 
would do it again and I recommend it 
to any know-it-alls, math nerds, science 
geeks, and literature afi cionados.” 

BY ANTHONY SCHANEN
Editor-in-Chief
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SPRING RALLY TODAY!

In the next category, spirit, each class 
participates in two yells and a song, which 
are titled, “The Power Yell,” “The Three 
G’s,” and “Glendale Boys.” In this catego-
ry, enunciation and volume are extremely 
important. The seniors evidently showed 
the most spirit and won this category.

As if that isn’t enough, as soon as the 
students walk through the JWPAC’s doors, 
they are immediately being judged on how 
well they are able to move in unison, re-
main silent, and sit still. If anyone talks or 
moves when not instructed to, the judges 
will dock points. If too many points are 
deducted, it is possible that the class may 
not win this category. Considering that the 
seniors have the most experience with Ora-
torical, they won this category as well.

Marianna Yolyan, the ASB president, 
talked about her fourth year of Oratori-
cal, “I’d say that this year all of the classes 
pulled out all the stops. I don’t think any 
class went in over confi dent because every-
one was mutually prepared and excited, so 
the outcome was defi nitely unpredictable. 
Having said that, every single class did a 
phenomenal job! All in all, it was a great 
Oratorical and a day where everyone was 
proud to be a Nitro.”

The juniors prevented a senior sweep 
by winning the tableau category. Although 
the seniors didn’t get the victory that they 
imagined, they were still delighted to win 
three out of four categories. Maybe next 
year the class of 2017 will prevail and 
place fi rst in all four categories.

Senior class members react to the announcement that they won the 
speech category at Oratorical. They won three out of the four categories.

Pauline Saligumba recites the senior class speech. Right, Oratorical par-
ticipants sit in silence, part of the discipline category.
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NEWS
IN BRIEF

•Winfred Roberson Jr. was named new GUSD superintendent. Roberson comes from the 
Davis Joint Unifi ed School District and started this week in Glendale. 

•The annual Open House will be held on April 7 at 7 p.m.

•The PNMA selection day will be held on April 8 after school in room 180. The winner will 
be announced at the end of a double assembly on May 13.

•On April 13-16 the drama production “Women and War” will be presented in Ye Little 
Theatre beginning at 7 p.m. 

•On April 14-15 Drill Team will hold their annual Drill Team Revue in the John Wayne Per-
forming Arts Center at 7 p.m. Come out and see the national champions in action.

•The Armenian Genocide Remembrance Assembly will be held on April 22 in the morning.

•On April 28 the Spring Instrumental Music Concert will be held in the JWPAC at 7 p.m.
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Anthony Schanen is Editor-in-Chief of Explosion.

Gavin Ortiz is Sports Editor of Explosion.

Chipotle Fever
Recently Chipotle has taken a huge hit with their 

E. coli scare, leaving many sick and a lot more worried. 
Within the last few months, Chipotle’s stock has plummet-
ed to an all-time low and has been seeing a slow increase 
as people are just now coming back to the chain. Yet the 
stocks as well as the company’s sales are not improving 
as fast as they should be. Many people haven’t overcome 
their fears of the food and are constantly worried about 
becoming sick. We believe that the general public’s grand 
fear of Chipotle is greatly exaggerated. 

Both of us have eaten at Chipotle multiple times since 
the initial outbreak and have shown no signs of sickness. If 
there is any time to eat and feel safe at Chipotle, it is now. 
Imagine yourself as the owner of a popular business, and 
suddenly customers are beginning to be sick after eating 
your food. What would be the fi rst logical step to take? 
Obviously, the solution is to ensure that it never happens 
again. Chipotle has always been proud of the freshness of 
their ingredients, and this has turned on them in a disas-
trous way. If their ingredients are not more closely exam-
ined, their business will fail more than it already has. This 
is Chipotle’s biggest fear. They do not want the company 
to continue to fall behind. 

Just three weeks ago, Chipotle closed every location 
nationwide for a day to ensure that every restaurant is 
clean and their employees properly trained. We can safely 
assume that Chipotle is now safer than it has ever been due 
to the company’s paranoia and fear of further incidents. 
Their fi rst priority is ensuring that no more customers are 
made sick at their restaurant and they are doing all they 
can to ensure it never happens again. 

If Chipotle is doing all they can, then why are all of 
their restaurants empty? Those who are still eating there 
will have noticed that almost no one is ever there. The 
tragic outcome of this controversy is that people have not 
kept up with the current state of Chipotle. When news of 
the outbreak initially broke, millions of people simply 
stopped eating there, us included. Yet the media has put 
much less emphasis on Chipotle’s excellent handling of 
the situation and the great lengths they have gone to to 
ensure maximum food safety. 

Other chains like McDonald’s and Taco Bell have 
experienced viral outbreaks in the past yet they bounced 
back relatively quickly. However, the Chipotle situation 
is much different. As a relatively new chain, they have 
gained enormous success within the past fi ve years. Many 
people at Glendale High will tell you that it used to be 
a very popular after school spot. Yet the media coverage 
and “freshness” of Chipotle’s ingredients have had disas-
trous effects. Perhaps most importantly, society at large 
has shunned the company despite its best efforts to reverse 
the problem. Recently, coupons were mailed out that were 
valid for a free burrito, bowl or order of tacos at Chipotle. 
This small act of goodwill was intended to bring people 
back, as a “We’re sorry we poisoned you” gesture. People 
like us were delighted to receive this, yet upon arriving to 
redeem our coupons, no one was there with us. 

If people will refuse to eat free food from you, then 
the problem is more serious than originally thought. It 
shows that you cannot simply sweep a problem like this 
under the rug and forget about it forever. Chipotle has al-
ways promised healthy and fresh food, yet they have been 
serving the opposite. 

It remains to be seen whether Chipotle will ever fully 
recover from this disastrous chain of events, and it seems 
likely they will. If you crave Chipotle you had better act on 
it; who knows if you’ll be able to in the future?

GAVIN ORTIZ  AND ANTHONY SCHANEN

CLAIRE YANAI
JUNIOR

“I haven’t gone to 
Chipotle since the 
E. coli outbreak. 
I’ve been pretty 
nervous about the 
whole thing and 
they haven’t really 
convinced me that 
they fi xed every-
thing.”

“I’d eat at Chipotle. 
I believe E. coli 
hasn’t affected any 
Glendale location. 
If they’re willing to 
give out free burri-
tos, I’d defi nitely be 
eating there.” 

JOVANNI FERRER
FRESHMAN

“I don’t mind 
Chipotle. The E. 
coli is cleared and I 
think they’re defi -
nitely gonna be even 
more careful now 
so it should be even 
safer.”

“I honestly don’t 
care about others 
getting sick. I’d eat 
there anytime with-
out the fear that I’m 
going to get sick.”

GALO LOPEZ
JUNIOR

“I’ve never been a 
big fan of Chipotle 
but I’m not too wor-
ried. I still wouldn’t 
really go but if they 
wanna give me free 
food, I’ll give them 
a shot.” 

ERIKA BYRON 
SENIOR

“I think if you 
want Chipotle, you 
should just get it. I 
don’t think it should 
be a problem, but 
eat at your own risk 
if you’re serious 
about going there.”

What Do You Think?
With the recent health issues arising 

at Chipotle, how safe do you feel 

eating there again?

KAREN MELKONIAN
SOPHOMORE
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FEATURE
Your guide to enjoying summer break

Summer break is the most anticipated 
break after spring break, and fortunately, 
it’s the longest one. Summer break is one 
of the most needed things in order to re-
charge and get ready for the next school 
year, or college. There are some great ways 
you could be spending your time, either lo-
cally or out of the country.

 Starting off locally, there are so many 
places to explore during the break, such as 
San Diego. If you’re a beach person, love 
to tan, and need some personal TLC, La 
Jolla Cove is the place to be. However, you 
need to know that the cove is tucked away 
in a corner. Not many people occupy it, and 
whether you’re planning on staying for the 
day or longer, it’s the perfect spot for some 
rest and relaxation. 

If you’re looking for more local fun, 
you could always spend a day or two at 
the happiest place on Earth. Disneyland 
has many motels surrounding it and they 
are all within walking distance of the park. 
Disney also has three main hotels that are 
surrounding the park, one is located cen-
trally in California Adventure and the other 
two are just a tram ride away. They are a 
little expensive but are so worth it if you’re 
looking to stay there at least for two or 
more days. 

Another place to visit in California is 
San Francisco. It’s a place everyone, and 
yes, I mean everyone, needs to visit. From 
Fisherman’s Wharf to the “Full House” 
home and Golden Gate Bridge, there are 
many scenic sights you need to be able to 
witness at least once. Just the breathtaking 
drive up the California coast is worth it. 
Stop by Morro Bay, Cambria, see Hearst 
Castle, or go to Big Sur.

Palm Springs is the last destination 
in California where high schoolers go for 
summer break. If you’re a fan of sunshine, 
hot weather, and water parks, this is the  
place to be.

Lake Tahoe is about a seven hour drive 
up state, but fl ying is only about an hour 

and 30 minutes. Lake Tahoe has a lot of 
things to do there, such as relaxing by the 
water, going on hiking trails, and shopping 

BY ALESSANDRA GALLO

Entertainment Editor

in the small village. 
It is defi nitely worth the visit and a 

lovely place to spend your break. It has so 
many scenic areas to go tour, and if you 
stay at one of the resorts there they have 
many activities to do by the lake and 
around the resort.

If you’re looking to go out of state, Las 
Vegas is another fun place to be at during 
the break. There isn’t much to do there un-
less you’re 21 and older, but there is plenty 
to do around the strip. There are tons of ho-
tels that have shows and other activities for 
high schoolers and kids.

Circus Circus is one of the most teen 
and kid friendly places, located about fi ve 

minutes off of the Vegas strip. It has one of 
the biggest arcades and an indoor amuse-
ment park. If you’re feeling hot during the 
break, Henderson, Nevada, just 10 minutes 
off the strip, has many water parks to go 
to.

New York is another place where peo-
ple love to enjoy their summer breaks. Hot 
tourist attractions include Times Square, 
The Statue of Liberty, the 9/11 Monument, 
Empire State building, and Central Park. If 
this isn’t your scene, Broadway always has 
shows being put on.

 Florida is another place where sum-
mer break is a major holiday. The beaches 
are always packed with summer breakers; 
however, they primarily consist of drunk 
college kids, so I’d use caution when visit-
ing there. 

About 30 minutes south of the coast 
of Florida are the islands of The Bahamas. 
Specifi cally talking about the island of 

Nassau, mainly where all of the summer 
breakers like to stay. Aside from the gor-
geous beaches, the Atlantis Resort is one of 
the main attractions.

There is so much to do there from 
water skiing, to relaxing on the beach, 
and swimming with dolphins. The water 
is crystal clear and the sand is pure white. 
This is defi nitely the place to be if you’d 

like to update your Instagram feed and 
show off where you are.  

Atlantis is defi nitely the best place to 

be during the break whether you’re there 
for pure relaxation, meeting new people, or 
going on excursions, you should try to go 
there at least once in your lifetime. 
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Various travel destinations 

Orlando, Florida’s Swan and Dolphin resort is the best place to stay. It’s centrally located 
between all of the Disney Parks, there is a boat that will take guests with a valid hotel key 
to all the parks. Rooms start at about $170, but call the hotel for better rates.

Palm Springs is somewhere where the weather is almost always hot. There are a lot of 
things to do while being there; such as lounging by the pool, playing golf, shopping at the 
outlets and much more. Palm Springs is also home to Coachella Valley so that’s some-
thing to look forward to. Room rates start at $60, but may increase during break.

The city that never sleeps, the concrete jungle and the Big Apple is such an amazing place 
to tour for a week. There are so many places to see around here. Depending on where 
you’d like to stay in New York City, rates may vary so contact a hotel for prices.

Kauai is one of the quieter islands out of all the islands in Hawai’i. It’s probably one of 
the most scenic islands there is. There are a lot of a waterfall hikes you can go on with 
a tour group, and if you’re lucky enough, you can take a helicopter tour to go see where 
“Jurassic Park” was fi lmed. Hotels begin at about $95 a night, but may increase.



Thoughts from the News Room

Drill Team: Insider Edition
BY SHARA LAPIDES

Nationals, nationals, nationals! Our very own Glen-
dale High Dance Team competed at Nationals on March 
18-19. After a long season against many different teams 
across Southern California, the time to decide which team 
worked the hardest fi nally came. 

At Nationals, teams from across the nation competed 
in the following divisions: Dance, All Male Dance, Mili-
tary, Co-Ed Dance, Hip Hop, Dance/Drill, Dance/Pom, 
Lyrical, Kick, Novelty, Prop, Character, and Individual 
Solo. 

This year the event was held at the Anaheim Conven-
tion Center. Glendale took its All Male, Large Military, 
Co-Ed, Hip Hop, Small Dance Drill, Large Dance Drill, 
and JV Small Military teams. 

From the fi rst few days of competition season in De-
cember to the last few days in March, the team has grown 
and become something new. Each and every day Glen-
dale’s dance team puts in many hours of practice. This 
hard work is shown at competitions. Glendale has been 
attending Nationals for 20 years. Glendale is most well 
known for its Co-Ed team which has won the national 
championship almost every year since 1999. 

Co-Ed dance features couples, a boy and girl, paired 
together, dancing and doing stunts. Now you may think 
“What type of stunts would dancers do?” These stunts are 
best described as showcasing the girls’ fl exibility in differ-
ent tricks like fl ips and momentum stunts. 

After Co-Ed, Glendale is best known for its military 

VAPA Night
BY SHUSHANNA PETROSYAN

On March 11, Glendale High held its annual Center of 
the Arts Festival. 

Glendale High has a huge visual and performing arts 
department. Ranging from everything from choir to ceram-
ics, the VAPA program at GHS offers many opportunities. 
While all classes that fall under the VAPA category have 
regular showings of their work, the number one VAPA ex-
hibit of the year is the annual Center of the Arts Festival, 
more commonly called VAPA night. 

The most popular and well received performance of 
the night was the Advanced Drama classes.

The festival consists of an hour-long show in the JW-
PAC, with usually only one performance by each perform-
ing arts group, and then an outside exhibit of the different 
visual arts, including a ceramics sale and other fundrais-
ers. 

The night was fi lled with music from MC Gabriela 
Valencia, as well as live performances from Jazz Squad, 
Urielle and the Boys and the Roosevelt Middle School 
dance team. 

To encourage students to attend, there is an assembly 
held on the day of the show. The assembly is an exact copy 
of the night show, minus the outside festivities.

Unfortunately this year, the Glendale High Drill Team 
was unable to make it to the night show as they had a com-
petition that they couldn’t return from on time. However, 
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Unless you have been in sleep stasis for the last decade, 
you are likely aware that superhero movies have taken the 
world by storm. Every year, Marvel and DC properties 
are adapted into ludicrously expensive fi lms that routinely 
break box offi ce records. For years it seemed as though 
the superhero market is here to stay, yet with the release 
of “Batman vs. Superman: Dawn of Justice” and the nega-
tive reception it has received, many have been discussing 
the future of the superhero genre and what changes need 
to occur.

Another summer, another Marvel movie. Marvel has 
been expanding and developing their cinematic universe 
since the release of “Iron Man” in 2008. Since then, every 
year has seen the release of at least one fi lm starring Mar-
vel’s characters. The amount of movies released each year 
has increased, yet not to the same degree as profi ts have. 
Last year alone, Marvel made nearly 2 billion dollars off of 
only two movies, one of which is the fourth highest gross-
ing fi lm of all time. The public has an insatiable hunger 
for fi lms starring their favorite heroes, and there is nothing 
inherently wrong with that. Yet as the years go by and the 
movies are released, Marvel’s formula has grown increas-
ingly stale to fans. 

Many that saw “The  Avengers 2” will tell you that it 
was nearly identical to the fi rst in terms of structure. This 
may not seem like a problem, yet by ignoring it we allow 
studios to repeatedly make the same mistakes and make 
even more money. Nearly every Marvel movie shares a 
shocking amount of similarities with its peers. For this rea-
son, some of these fi lms are becoming increasingly forget-
table. I refuse to believe that everyone fondly remembers 
the villains or plots of “Thor 2” or “Ant Man.” 

While these were fi ne movies, they took no risks and 
made no changes to what is becoming a predictable narra-
tive structure. “Captain America: The Winter Soldier” is a 
brave exception to this rule, offering a cohesive plot with 
twists and turns that were mostly done well. Yet these ex-
ceptions are disappointingly rare, and most of the others 
are depressingly by the numbers.

On the other hand, DC’s fi lm division is something of 
a mess. After the overwhelming success of Marvel’s en-
deavours, DC was looking to up the ante and match their 
rival. After the excellent Dark Knight trilogy, the stage was 
set for what seemed to be a DC takeover led by Batman 
and Superman. Instead, we have received two disappoint-
ing fi lms about Superman and one laughably poor Green 
Lantern fl ick. 

Rather than bolstering their reputation, these movies 
tarnish the names of these beloved heroes. The world de-
serves a truly great Superman movie, not the joyless CGI-
romps that Zack Snyder is content with releasing. While 
Marvel movies suffer from over familiarity, DC cannot fi nd 
a formula that works. Perhaps the best thing that can be said 
about the recent “Batman vs. Superman: Dawn of Justice” 
is that it makes bold decisions in regards to narrative and 
attempts to challenge genre conventions. The issue is that 
very few of these moves pay off, resulting in a jumbled, 
incoherent mess of a fi lm. 

DC is attempting to compete with Marvel in a contest 
that they already won. The eight years of preparation and 
deft handling of properties by Marvel cannot be matched 
by DC in the limited time-frame they have. Instead of rush-
ing these disappointing movies to the screen, DC can take 
their time and produce movies worthy of the heroes they 
focus on. A Justice League fi lm is a huge undertaking, and 
the DC fi lm universe is not being given the time it needs to 
grow and develop.

It’s safe to say that superheroes are not going any-
where anytime soon. Film success has revitalized comic 
books and Marvel and DC merchandise is hotter than ever. 
However, if current trends continue, Marvel’s fi lms will 
grow stale and DC may not continue making movies. Both 
companies face drastically different issues, yet they can 
both succeed by placing properties in capable hands and 
avoiding tired genre conventions. Comic books are capable 
of telling incredible stories with interesting characters; it’s 
only natural that these fi lms should do the same. 

teams. Small, medium and large military are the divisions 
in the military category. Military routines are sharp, and  
clean cut routines that focuses on hitting many different 
angles with your arms. 

Also there are three very important features in Glen-
dale military routines that makes us stand out: headstands, 
facestands, and push-ups. Yes, all the things people yell 
and scream about.

Let’s start from the beginning with headstands. Head-
stands involve standing on one’s head while their legs hit 
different angles or scissor with one another. 

Moving on to facestands. You literally stand on your 
face. It’s kind of like you are standing upside down. Okay 
now for the last one, the push-up! The push-up is not liter-
ally a push-up like what you do in P.E. 

It involves the dancers putting their legs on the person 
or people behind them while putting their weight in their 
arms and upper body forming a chain or pyramid shape 
of people doing the push up. This is a very diffi cult task 
and really wows the crowd. At the actual Nationals event, 
there are two stages: the preliminary competition which is 
followed by fi nals and the nightshow.

Prelims is where everyone competes, and fi nals is the 
top few performances from each qualifying division. The 
nightshow is the single top performance from each non- 
qualifying division that competed throughout the day. 

This year, Glendale brought home three fi rst place 
titles, and two second place National titles. Co-Ed, Large 
Dance Drill, and Small Dance Drill placed fi rst in their 
divisions, while All Male and Hip Hop placed second in 
their divisions.

they still rocked the assembly.
Agustin Allonon, member of Jazz Band, stated, “The 

Center of the Arts Festival is always fun. Playing with jazz 
band and jazz squad is the best part of the night, but all of 
the activities outside make it an even better night.” 

This year, the Center of the Arts Festival had multiple
fundraisers. The ceramics class was selling pots, the soph-
omore class was selling Starbucks Coffee, courtesy of the 
Starbucks on Central Ave. and San Fernando Road, and 
there were food trucks from Jogasaki, along with candy 
sales for the arts.

The outside festival included three different art exhib-
its, held in the three visual art classrooms. 

The ceramics room displayed different sculptures 
from the students. They also offered refreshments and a 
calm room to hang out and appreciate ceramics in. 

The art room held artwork from both Glendale High 
students and from the Wilson Middle School advanced 
art classes. The artwork was a compilation of things done 
throughout the year, as well as special pieces just for the 
night.

The cinematography room held a giant camera point-
ed at the door, so everyone who came into the room was 
greeted with a giant video of themselves. Also, students 
got to tour the three backrooms that are used for music 
editing, recording, and showings.

This year’s Center of the Arts Festival was a night 
fi lled with appreciation for the Glendale High arts pro-
gram, fun music, and multiple performances. See any 
VAPA teacher to join a class next year.

Superheroes
BY GAVIN ORTIZ
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Every year, the Oscars entice millions to watch and 
see the biggest night in movies. What will Jennifer Law-
rence be wearing? Will DiCaprio fi nally win his Oscar? 
Whether or not you actually care who wins, the Oscars 
is an event like no other. In recent years, ratings have 
plummeted and controversies have circled the Academy, 
most notably the exclusion of any nonwhite nominees at 
this year’s awards. The simple fact is that less and less 
people are watching, and that is a sign of what’s to come. 
Winning the academy award for “Best Picture” should 
make your movie’s popularity skyrocket, yet how many 
people actually saw Spotlight? Award shows in all forms 
of media are struggling to maintain their relevancy in an 
age where fewer people seem to care.    

    Each year, multiple fi lms are labeled “Oscar bait” 
from the release of their fi rst trailer. Although this sounds 
like nothing more than a trite remark, it shows just how 
fatigued the Academy Awards have become. The predict-
ability of the nominations has led many, myself included, 
to give up on the Academy for simply sticking to the 
same genres and archetypes. It has become common 
knowledge that the Academy adores historical biopics, 
emotionally crushing dramas, and any fi lm with a pro-
Hollywood message. Regardless of personal taste, it can 
be generally agreed upon that The Big Short is much 
more likely to be nominated than any action or adventure 
fl ick. A fan of science fi ction fi lms fi rst and foremost will 
see none of his favorite movies gain recognition, because 
the Academy simply is not interested.

    Aside from the stale tastes of the old men behind 
the scenes, some viewers just cannot see the value in the 
show. This year, many watched only to see if Leo would 
fi nally get his due, and now that he has they may never 
watch again. If the Academy wishes to bring people back 
to the show, they have to do the unthinkable: Introduce 
new and exciting things to what has become a predictable 
affair. The tastes of the Academy are their own of course, 
yet perhaps fi lms could be judged by genre as well to 
account for outstanding movies that are now merely 
brushed aside. Very few excellent comedies or action 
fi lms are even mentioned during the most prestigious 
night in fi lm. The Golden Globes have this covered, and 
this is why they seem more and more each year like the 
Oscars’ much more fun sister. 

    Now that the Academy is under fi re for the #Os-
carsSoWhite debacle, declining ratings seem to be the 
least of their problems. The show runners did an admira-
ble job by allowing Chris Rock to savagely lambast them 
and Hollywood in general, but it isn’t enough. With their 
new initiatives to promote diversity and change, perhaps 
they can set an example for fi lmmakers to try something 
new and take risks. 

    Although it may go against the spirit of the 
awards, more fi lms and fi lmmakers need to be recog-
nized. Rock showcased the indifference many feel to-
wards the Oscars in a segment where he asked fi lmgoers 
in Compton whether they had seen any best picture nomi-
nees to which the popular answer was no. Large demo-
graphics have no interest since the fi lms they care about 
are not being mentioned. I personally watched only to see 
Mad Max take home awards, and if it hadn’t been present 
I would have had no interest. Spotlight can take home the 
big award, yet people want to see the movies they love 
and the stars that they admire. The Force Awakens may 
not deserve Oscars, yet it deserves to be mentioned just 
like every other beloved fi lm of the year.

    Despite my seeming disdain for the Academy 
Awards, I only wish to see things improve. The people 
want to watch a show that is all things movies; not “all 
things just these fi ve movies.” In order to remain exciting 
and relevant, signifi cant changes will need to be made. 
The Oscars are the premiere movie awards, and it is only 
right that they be as great as the movies that win them.

Oscars
BY GAVIN ORTIZ

Netfl ix shows that are bingeworthy

Gavin Ortiz is the sports editor for the Explosion.

Sons of Anarchy
BY ALESSANDRA GALLO

Sons of Anarchy is a show about a motorcycle gang, 
which has ran for seven seasons. The fi rst episode was 
aired in 2008 and the last in 2014.

 This gang is called SAMCRO, which stands for Sons 
of Anarchy Motorcycle Club Redwood Original. 

The SAMCRO has both illegal and legal businesses. 
The boys in the club run a motorcycle mechanic shop by 
day, but by night they wreak havoc in the town of Charm-
ing, California. 

Even by day the gang can be seen selling guns to their 
alliances, the Chinese, the Lin Triad gang, and fi ghting 
with their most hated rival gang, The Mayans.

To cover up their tracks so the police won’t bother 
them, they produce adult fi lms. As mentioned before, the 
club also owns a mechanic shop strictly for motorcycles. 
The shows main character Jackson ‘Jax’ Teller is the vice 
president of the club and is trying to fi nd himself within. 
He reads his father’s letters about the club and tries to not 
become what he was before.

There’s more to this show than meets the eye, the 
show is about love, loss, and being loyal to people who 
are close to you. The show really takes the quotes “Keep 
your friends close, but your enemies closer,” into literal 
meaning. 

I really enjoy this show because I fi nd myself really 
into gang-related shows, plus Charlie Hunnam, who plays 
Jax, is so beautiful to look at. 

I’d defi nitely recommend this to anyone into these 
types of shows and who enjoys characters who are into 
their family. This show was defi nitely worth the month it 
took me to binge watch it.

Spoiler Alert! Everyone loves Netfl ix, and every-
one loves fi nding shows that they get instantly hooked 
on. One show that everyone loves is Orange Is The New 
Black. But have you ever thought that there might be a 
show similar to OITNB, but better? Wentworth is the 
more dramatic, realistic, and serious version of it. 

It starts off with a woman named Bea Smith, who is 
sent to an all-woman’s prison for attempted murder on her 
abusive husband. Now her daughter, Debbie, has to live 
alone with her father. 

Bea was placed in a cell near Franky Doyle, a top 
dog at the prison. Franky was a famous actress who got 
caught and whisked away to her new home, a jail cell. The 
reason she was sent away was because on one of her live 
episodes, Franky threw a pot of boiling oil on her manager 
out of anger.

Jackson Holt, an older and more experienced pris-
oner, is the other top dog in this community. Before she 
was sent to prison, Jackson and her husband were notori-
ous drug dealers. 

The plot of the show begins when Debbie, Bea’s 
daughter, comes to visit her mother at prison, and meets a 
boy named Brayden Holt, Jackson’s son. This was all part 
of Jackson’s diabolical plan to get revenge on Bea for dis-
respecting her. Brayden convinces his new girlfriend to 
do heroin, which evidently leads to her overdosing. With 
evidence and help from people on the inside and out, Bea 
fi nds out how her daughter died. 

The rest has to be seen for yourself, and it is not a 
show that you will regret starting. I really liked the show 
and would recommend to anyone who watched OITNB.

Wentworth
BY SILVA GIRGORIAN 

Grey’s Anatomy 
Genre: Drama
A medical drama taking place in 
Seattle, Washington. The show 
features the daughter of a world 
famous surgeon, Meredith Grey, 
where the show’s name came 
from. She struggles to keep sev-
eral relationships with colleagues 
and to fi nd a place in the hospital. 

Mad Men
Genre: Drama
Womanizer and CEO of a 
popular advertising company in 
New York, Don Draper attempts  
to survive the city life and earn 
money of his own. Secrets from 
Draper’s past come out to haunt 
him just as his company reaches 
a peak in the 1960s.

How I Met Your Mother
Genre: Comedy 
Ted Moseby tells the story of  
a group of friends who try to 
survive the demanding New York 
City scene together. They go 
through love, tears, drinks and 
LEGEN-wait for it-DARY nights. 
All of this leads up to fi nding the 
true love of his life.

One Tree Hill
Genre: Drama
Four years later, the 20-some-
thing-year-olds from Tree Hill 
are back and learning how to 
deal with adulthood. Reunited 
again, they will share many 
new experiences and continue 
to shape and defi ne their future 
lives.

Gossip Girl
Genre: Drama
A group of teenagers living in the 
Upper East Side of New York are 
constantly get themselves into 
trouble and cause drama. Their 
scandals and adventures never go 
unnoticed though, as Gossip Girl 
is constantly exposing them when-
ever she gets the chance.

Fuller House
Genre: Comedy
The Tanner clan is back and 
better than ever. DJ Tanner now 
has three boys and needs help 
from her sister, Stephanie and 
her best friend, Kimmy. The trio 
will learn how to take care of 
kids and how to be there when 
family needs them the most.

Friday Night Lights 
Genre: Drama
Coach Eric Taylor and his family 
move to a small town in Texas 
where football and family mean 
everything. The coach and his 
team must come together to keep 
their winning streak going so they 
can make it to state playoffs.

Shameless (US)
Genre: Drama/Comedy
Growing up in the south side 
of Chicago is not always easy 
when you’re Fiona Gallagher. 
Running two jobs and taking 
care of her siblings while her 
father is out somewhere, the 
family faces many hardships.



GHS’s fastest swimmer ever, 
creating Olympic-sized waves

Trenton Julian is a junior at Glendale 
High School, and one of the most extraor-
dinary and promising athletes on campus. 

He is on the Glendale High swim team 
and holds three school records in the 100-
yard butterfl y, 500-yard freestyle and 200-
yard individual medley. Last year he won 
the 100-yard butterfl y at the CIF Division 
2 championship meet. He became GHS’s 
fi rst CIF swimming champion since 1971. 
He was also awarded All-American honors 
in both the IM and butterfl y. 

In addition to being on the high school 
swim team, Julian swims on the Rose Bowl 
swim team, where he has been training 
since he was fi ve years old. Julian became 
a national level swimmer the summer be-
fore his freshman year in 2013. In his best 
event, the butterfl y, he is in the top 40 
swimmers in the nation for his age. 

Julian started his swim career at age 
fi ve, and has always been a fan of sports. In 
his free time, Julian likes to play ultimate 

frisbee, football, soccer and basketball. 
Julian adds that he’s a big fan of just 

going out with friends to get away from his 
hectic swim life. 

Julian also loves spending time with 
his 13-year-old yellow Labrador, Casey. 
Although his ability to swim like a fi sh is 
mind-boggling, it isn’t a surprise. Swim-
ming runs in Julian’s blood. He comes 
from a line of Olympic swimmers.

Both of his parents were involved in 
the Olympics. His mom was an Olympic 
gold medalist in the 1996 Games in Atlan-
ta. His dad is an Olympic coach and was 
an All-American swimmer at USC. His 
mother started swimming at 11 years old, 
and father started swimming at age fi ve. 

Julian hopes to one day compete in 
the Olympics and those dreams aren’t far-
fetched. The required time for the 200-me-
ter butterfl y to make Olympic time trials 
is 2:01.99 and he recently broke that time 
with a 1.59.71. This qualifi es him to com-
pete in Olympic time trials for a spot on 
Team USA. The qualifying meet will be 
held June 26 to July 3 in Nebraska.

BY AGA NOGALSKA
Entertainment Editor

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
Defending CIF champion Trenton Julian, a junior, has been dedicating 
most of his time to training for the U.S.A. Olympic Swimming Trials. His 
time was good enough to qualify him for the trials in the 200-meter butter-
fl y. He will swim for a place on the U.S. Olympic team from June 26-July 
3 in Omaha, Nebraska.

Veteran softball squad eyes CIF

Glendale High’s softball team is off 
to a strong  start this year. The Nitros are 
winning games this year, with a current re-
cord of 6-4. With half the team being up-
perclassmen, the softball team does look 
promising this year.

“Pre-season has been pretty good so 
far,” senior Claire Smith said. “League 
should also be good. We have a deep re-
lationship as a team and have players who 
can play out of their comfort zones when 
needed. People are taking initiative and 
because of this, I don’t think we have any 
weak spots this year,” she said.

The Nitros’ fi rst game this season was 
against Alemany. Glendale started off the 
game strong, scoring three runs in the fi rst 
inning. They kept this lead until the third 
inning where they gave up four runs to 
Alemany. GHS continued the game with-
out scoring, eventually losing, 5-3. 

The team then went on to play Chavez 
High and won, 7-4. The Nitros were able 
to score fi ve runs in the second inning to 
set the precedent for the rest of the game. 
GHS then played San Fernando, winning 
5-2, and went on to lose to Cleveland High, 

6-3. Cleveland scored two runs early, then 
scored another three in the fi fth inning to 
close out the rest of the game.

GHS went on to go on a four-game 
winning streak. They beat Notre Dame, 
4-2, scoring three runs in the sixth inning. 
Notre Dame responded by scoring two runs 
right after. Glendale then scored another 
run in the seventh inning to win. 

Alhambra lost to the Nitros, 6-2. Glen-
dale scored one run in the fi rst and second 
innings. Then Glendale came out swing-
ing, scoring four runs in the third inning. 
GHS then played a little defense. 

Glendale then consistently scored in 
their next two games beating Schurr, 7-1, 
and Bell Gardens, 5-2. GHS’s league sea-
son started this week and they battled the 
defending league champs, Burroughs. JB 
beat GHS 5-1 and 6-2 this week. 

Among the top hitters for GHS are 
Sammy Fabian, Jordan Lousararian, Alex 
Howard, Esme Piedra, and Grace Sins-
terra. The team has two outstanding pitch-
ers: Lousararian and Aurora Funaro, and a 
solid catcher in Tiffany Bartamian. 

Fabian’s hitting streak is now up to 53 
games. The state record is 71.

The top four teams in league make the 
CIF playoffs. Burroughs, Burbank, Arcadia 
and CV are the teams to beat for GHS.

BY ANTHONY SCHANEN
Editor-in-Chief

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Shortstop Alex Howard makes the throw to fi rst base to get the Burroughs 
runner out. JBHS defeated GHS 5-1 on Wednesday and 6-2 yesterday. 
Yesterday’s two Nitro runs came from a home run hit by Sammy Fabian.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Glendale High’s Track & Field teams have competed in seven meets. Next year’s team co-captain, 
Alie Pellegrini said, “This year was a year spent on building up our team. While I know we’ll fi nish 
strong this year, I’m very excited for what next year will bring.” Top track and fi eld athletes include 
distance runner Paulo Vazquez, school record holder in the discus Hayk Melkonyan, Nona Boya-
jyan, Pellegrini, and more. Boyajyan (pictured above) won fi rst place in the 800-meter run. She also 
won fi rst place at her race at Crescenta Valley High School. The team still has six meets left includ-
ing Pacifi c League Preliminaries and Pacifi c League Finals. Upcoming Beat Hoover Day for track 
is scheduled for April 20 at GHS’s Moyse Stadium. 

Photo Courtesy of Stylus Photo Courtesy of Stylus

The boys’ lacrosse team has a record of 3-4. 
Captain Andrew Nazarians (pictured) said, “I’m 
confi dent in our team’s ability and I hope for bet-
ter results.” The team has had a rigorous sched-
ule this year with both morning and afternoon 
practices. Some top varsity players include ju-
nior defensive player Max Gonzalez, and junior 
attack player Kevin Perez.

GHS’s fastest swimmer ever, 
SPORTS6 Friday, April 1, 2016 Glendale High School Explosion



SPORTS 7Friday, April 1, 2016Glendale High School Explosion

Baseball looks to build off of 
last year’s upset win over CV

The Nitros’ baseball team has hit the 
fl oor with both feet this year but they aren’t 
exactly running as fast as they should be.

The team is currently 1-10 but most 
players, believe that with a few little 
tweaks, that record could’ve easily been 
better.

The team is looking to improve simple 
mistakes that are costing games. Their one 
win was against Garfi eld High School. The 
game ended with a fi nal score of 10-4, with 
Anthony Schanen gaining a win and ace 
starting pitcher Orlando Diez relieving for 
Schanen, earning the save.

The other losses were against Oxnard 
5-1, Providence 5-0, Sierra Canyon 7-3, 
San Marcos, 5-3, Roosevelt, 5-2, El Ran-
cho, 3-0, La Canada, 1-0, Citrus Valley, 
12-2, and Redlands, 9-0. The Nitros also 
lost their fi rst league game against Bur-
roughs 10-0. These games, although loss-
es, were good learning experiences for our 
team as a whole.

Our team is not a refl ection of our re-

cord. Our team isn’t lacking in skill in any 
way. It’s mostly our discipline and focus on 
what we are trying to accomplish. 

The team has a pitcher, Diez, who 
throws a fastball thats usually over 80 mph. 
We have a massive 6’ 1” junior, Andrew Ti-
noco who absolutely smashes the ball, and 
has a triple and three doubles  so far

We have a center fi elder Keyvan Du-
ran with an impressive arm and speed out 
in center fi eld. We have David Piedra, a 
multi position infi elder who has so far been 
consistent when it comes to at bats, and a 
tricky submarine pitcher Schanen.

This team, by any means, is not lack-
ing in skill. The potential that this baseball 
team has this season is high. The only thing 
that will make the difference is their ambi-
tion to want to win.

The coaches, Alan Eberhart and Kevin 
Chan, are also contributing their part to the 
team. Last season, the Nitros were able to 
beat Crescenta Valley by one run, causing 
a massive, and highly unexpected, upset. If 
the Nitros did it once, it can be done again. 
That win would not have been possible 
without their dedication.

BY ANTHONY SCHANEN
Editor-in-Chief

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Orlando Diez (pictured above) and the Glendale baseball team plays at 
home against Burroughs this afternoon at 3:30. Today’s starting pitcher 
will be Anthony Schanen.

Girls’ lacrosse ranked in top 10

The Glendale High girls’ lacrosse team 
has had a less than stellar start this season, 
with no wins and three losses so far. The 
team has an upcoming away game against 
Great Oak on April 7. 

The team has been ranked as high as 
number eight in the Los Angeles County 
top 10 rankings. The teams to beat in the 
Pacifi c League are Chaminade and Cres-
centa Valley.

The Nitros has been having a good 
several years, making it to league playoffs 
consecutively for the past two years. The 
team has been a strong force in their league 
because of past strong players, however 
the biggest challenge the team is facing 
this year is how young they are. 

With only two seniors on the team, the 
team has a major disadvantage of being 
incredibly new compared to senior-domi-
nated teams from other schools. However, 
just because the team is mainly comprised 
of underclassmen doesn’t mean they’re in-
experienced. A good amount of girls have 
been in lacrosse since their days at Wilson 
Middle School or have been playing since 

their freshman year. 
Coach Joseph Campbell said, “It’s go-

ing to be a really hard year for us consider-
ing how young the team is, but I know the 
girls will do their best.”

Campbell greatly commended his star 
players, seniors Tess Walker and Jenina 
Villabroza, as well as sophomore varsity 
attack player, Erika Lopez. 

Lopez said, “This is going to be a 
great year for us, even if we’re facing some 
struggles, I know it’s gonna be an amazing 
learning experience and I’m just glad I get 
to play with the team.” 

Junior defensive player Maddy Aguilar 
said, “I love the dynamics of the team. We 
all care about the sport so much. I mean, 
we’re here at six in the morning just to get 
a good amount of practice time in. It’s nice 
to be playing with people who really share 
your passion with you.”

This year, the girls have gone above 
and beyond with their dedication to the 
sport. They’ve had morning practices all of 
fi rst semester and have been continuing this 
semester with both morning and afternoon 
practices. They’ve dedicated their time and 
energy into their sport and all their hard 
work will pay off with all of the experience 
and memories they’ll have in the end.

BY SHUSHANNA PETROSYAN
Editor-in-Chief
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Glendale’s girls’ lacrosse team, led by Tess Walker, has faced many chal-
lenging teams so far in their season. Their next away game will be at 
Great Oak High School on April 7.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Joseph Louie, junior and tennis team captain, 
has led his team. They have faced Burbank, Pas-
adena, CV, Arcadia, and Burroughs. The match 
against Hoover on March 29 was stopped due to 
rain and will continue on Wednesday at GHS at 
3:30 p.m. with GHS is leading the match, 8-3.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Russell Caletena swings and surveys his shot. 
The Glendale golf team has only fi ve members, 
and they have two more matches against Bur-
bank High in April. Last year’s league runner-up, 
Caletena won the team’s fi rst league match by 
two strokes over a golfer from Arcadia.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Returning all-league player Hence King has 
provided the power for the volleyball team who 
has already defeated Claremont and Arcadia in 
league play. The varsity team’s season has just 
begun, they have many more match-ups to look 
forward to including Hoover on April 8 at 5 p.m.

Spring Fling
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