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2 new ASB advisors selected
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Jon Livingston and Peter Gebeshian were selected as the new ASB advi-

sors, replacing Mary Hazlett.

Mary Hazlett has left the Glendale 
High ASB in the capable hands of new ad-
visors, Jon Livingston and Peter Gebeshian. 
Hazlett moved to La Canada High.

The GHS Associated Student Body 
is the heart and soul of the school and the 
job of advisor is an honor that Gebeshian 
and Livingston happily accepted. The be-
hind the scenes work of ASB is something 
most students and staff don’t know about, 
but highly benefit from. Since they took on 

this new challenge, both new advisors are 
more aware of all that ASB does and how 
everything operates. 

Livingston and Gebeshian applied 
separately and decided to combine forces 
for the time-consuming job. The job of 

ASB advisor, according to Livingston, is 
to “look over the kids. They do their own 
thing while we’re just here for additional 
help.” 

Gebeshian sees this first year as a way 

to “feel out everything Ms. Hazlett left be-
hind for us and build on top on it. She’s 
done an amazing job of running this whole 
thing and we’re just trying to figure it all 

out right now.” 
Their dedication level is high and both 

are happy to do all they can to make this 
year great.

Both advisors really enjoy the students 
and the environment they work with and 
are met with the same response. Marian-
na Yolyan, ASB president, states, “Even 
though Ms. Hazlett will always have a spe-
cial place in our hearts, Mr. Gebeshian and 
Mr. Livingston are wonderful to work with 
and an amazing choice for advisors.” 

BY SHUSHANNA PETROSYAN
Editor-in-Chief

Round Up to be held tonight at 6

Round Up is right around the corner 
Nitros, get ready to say “howdy” to all 
your friends tonight starting at 6 p.m.. 

If you don’t know what Round Up is, 
it is a carnival that is held after school from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the quad. Here, you and 
your friends can enjoy music, food, and 
games. It’s only $2 to get in and a lot of 
the organizations at GHS will be there sell-
ing food. A Cappella Choir will be hosting 
jousting battles, ASB will have a wedding 
booth, and cheer will have a photo booth. 

Among the groups and organizations 
selling food items are Filipino Club (fried 
Oreos and fried bananas), Make A Wish 

(quesadillas), NHS (spam musubi), girls’ 
basketball (tacos), girls’ soccer (tropical 
drinks), American Red Cross (ice cream 
sundae bars), freshman class (chocolate 
covered pretzels), Jazz Band (pizookies), 
Russian Club (Nutella crepes), volleyball 
(boba), and the senior class will be selling 
pizza and water.

Here’s what ASB advisor Peter Ge-
beshian had to say about Round Up: 
“Round Up is that one time of the year 
when all clubs, sports, and organizations 
come together to not only fund-raise but to 
share an amazingly fun night. There’s mu-
sic, performances, but more importantly, 
it’s a social gathering not just for us but for 
any students around the district who want 
to attend.”

BY ANTHONY SCHANEN
Editor-in-Chief

Bill Sterling

Former Assistant Principal 
Bill Sterling passes away

William “Bill” Sterling was an 
administrator who worked at Glendale 
High as an assistant principal for four 
years before he retired in 
2013. 

He had attended Loyola 
High School and graduated 
from UCLA majoring in 
English before getting his 
teaching credential at Point 
Loma Nazarene University. 
He taught at LAUSD for two 
years then worked at Bald-
win Park High for 27 years 
doing everything you could 
imagine. 

He taught AP photography, was 
the yearbook advisor, coached softball, 
boys’ soccer, football and baseball and 
on top of all that, was the English de-
partment chair for many years and won 
the Golden Apple Teacher of the Year 
award twice. After his time at BPHS he 
eventually became an administrator at 
Glendale High. 

He was born on Feb. 2, 1952, and 
lived to be 63. He was married to his 
wife, Terry Sterling, for 42 years and 

had three sons: Bryan, Brett and Bryce 
Sterling. Brett was fortunate enough to 
play in the NHL as a professional hock-
ey player.

Sterling tragically passed away 
on August 12, due to a tumor that was 
found when he visited a doctor after he 

had been in a serious car ac-
cident on July 1. 

 Sterling was placed in 
a medically induced coma 
due to his injuries, and un-
derwent surgery to remove it 
in order to save his life. 

The reaction from Glen-
dale High was swift. Here’s 
what principal Monica Mak-
iewicz had to say about Ster-
ling, “He was deeply loved 
and respected by staff and 

students. He was always willing to help, 
offer support and give his honest opin-
ion.” This was a loss that hit Glendale 
High hard.

Sterling’s wife has started a Go-
FundMe memorial fund in her husband’s 
memory and to date it has raised over 
$15,000. All the donations will be split 
in half and given to BPHS and GHS. If 
you’d like to make a donation visit his 
GoFundMe page online, https://www.
gofundme.com/26hg4rdf

BY ANTHONY SCHANEN
Editor-in-Chief

Levon Thomas

Levon Thomas killed in 
ATV accident in Armenia

Levon Thomas was a Glendale High 
alumnus who passed away a little over 
a  month ago. He had been tragically in-
jured while riding an ATV, and 
happened to get into a serious 
accident on Aug. 1, which was 
ultimately fatal.

 Thomas played soccer for 
Glendale High as a defender, 
proving to be one of Glendale 
High’s key players on the field. 

But his skills did not stop there. 
He played club soccer for mul-
tiple organizations before and 
during his time at Glendale 
High.

 Thomas played for L.A. Homenetmen  
as well as AYSO for most of his life. He 
additionally played for Ararat for a short 
period of time. In addition to his passion 
for soccer, he was a lifeguard at Pacific 

Park Pool in Glendale for three years.
After he had graduated from Glen-

dale High in 2013, he attended GCC for 
two years and was going to start his third 
year of college, transferring to UC Berke-
ley. According to his brother, Thomas had 
wanted to become a lawyer when he gradu-
ated from UC Berkeley. 

Shahe, Levon’s brother, who is cur-

rently a junior at Glendale High, had a lot 
to say about his brother’s passing. “He was 
an easy-going guy that loved to have fun. 
He never said ‘no’ to anyone and constant-
ly  put others before himself.”

Phillip Aghabegian, a Glendale High 
School senior, one of Levon’s friends, said, 

“Levon was genuinely the nic-
est person I knew.” Aghabegian 
also recalls that Levon was 
heavily involved with the com-
munity. Levon obviously meant 
a lot to his brother Shahe, who 
had also said, “he was my role 
model... you can see it in me by 
the way I dress, act, talk... my 
way of thinking, and my will-
ingness to help others, even be-
fore all this happened.”

Thomas was born on June 
23, 1995, and had passed away when he 
was just 20-years-old. 

Thomas was a significant alumnus at 

Glendale High, highly respected andcon-
sidered a wonderful addition to the school 
during his time. Thomas, loved by so many, 
will be dearly missed by Glendale High’s 
students, faculty and administration. His 
GHS yearbook teacher Pat Lancaster said, 
“It’s a tragedy beyond words. He was a real 
gentleman. Very bright and caring. Levon 
was the type of student every teacher want-
ed to have in class. We are trying to make 
sense of this. It’s difficult.”

BY ANTHONY SCHANEN
Editor-in-Chief

NEWS
IN BRIEF

• The new National Honor Society members were announced. They are: Lina Allah-
yari, Maryam Amran, Kylie Calleton, Larrenz Carino, Tristen Fabre, Anna Gevorkyan, 
Christina Gonsalves, Evan Hansen, Yoora Jung, Wade King, Amed Lopez, Kristen Lau-
lette, Agnieszka Nogalska, Alexandra Pellegrini, Elena Rodriguez, Tracy Sadek, Zehra 
Siddiqui, Srbuhi Terityan, Selina Thorossian, and Claire Yanai.

• ASB President Marianna Yolyan was named to serve as the student representative on 
the GUSD school board.

• Freshman class officers are: Michelle Yolyan, president; Madalyn Fabian, vice  presi-
dent; Trishley Nubla, secretary; Aurora Funaro, director of publicity; Jessica Nersesian, 

director of finance. 

• The deadline to apply for free and reduced lunch has been extended to Oct. 7.

• This year’s Homecoming rally theme is The Hunger Games. The Homecoming foot-
ball game is Nov. 6 (we are on the home side) and the dance is Nov. 7.

ROUND UP IS TONIGHT
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A student eagerly signs up for the freshman class council at Club Rush, 
which was held Sept. 1-2 in the quad during lunch. 

3 construction projects begin 

On Aug. 7, three construction projects 
started at Glendale High School; two new 
buildings and one tunnel repair. 

One structure will be located by build-
ing 7 on the visitor side of the football sta-
dium. The other will be between the soft-
ball field and the teachers’ parking lot. The 
tunnel repair will be located outside the 
first floor of  building 6. According to As-
sistant Principal Mark Rubio, the adminis-
trator in charge of facilities, it is estimated 
that construction of all three projects will 
be completed in 14 to 16 months.

The second floor of the new building 
between  building 7 and the visitor side of 
the football stadium will be used to accom-
modate new classes such as animation and 
cinematography. 

Those classes will be receiving new 
state-of-the-art equipment. The first floor 
will be used for the well known, but new 
to our school, STEM program. STEM is an 
acronym that stands for science, technolo-
gy, engineering, and mathematics. This ex-

citing program opens new opportunities for 
students who are interested in such career 
fields. In addition, the building between the 
softball field and the teachers parking lot 
will be for a counseling center.  

It has been a long time since GHS has 
had a big construction project. The last 
project that changed or improved Glendale 
High was the addition of the solar panels 
in the parking lot. In 2013, the Glendale 
Board of Education was committed to the 
concept of energy conservation and sus-
tainability. In support of this, they autho-
rized the installation of our Solar Energy 
Generation systems, which were placed in 
the student parking lot. 

In a society where basic tech skills are 
a necessity, a dedicated building and pro-
gram will potentially help many individu-
als by building their tech skills now rather 
than later. 

The next major project scheduled is 
the construction of the new Olympic-sized 
swimming pool. Construction is expected 
to begin by the end of the school year. The 
project is being funded through monies left 
over from previous projects.

BY JOSE AQUILA

Staff Reporter
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Assistant Principal Rubio 
arrives from Hoover High

Glendale High School lost two admin-
istrators from last year. Mark Brown left 
to go to Hoover High and Brian Landisi 
left to go to Clark Magnet High 
School. Mark Rubio was sent 
from Hoover High to replace 
the two.

Although this is his first 
year at GHS, he is no stranger 
to the school and its operation 
having worked so close by at 
neighboring Hoover.

GHS Principal Monica 
Makiewicz said that although 
she is saddened to see Landisi 
and Brown leave GHS, she is 
thrilled to welcome Rubio. “We are excited 
to have Mark here. He brings so much ex-
perience to us and has worked at several 
other high schools in the district.”  

Rubio, who is 48 years old,  grew up 
in Reseda and attended Cleveland High 
School as a student, where he competed 
in one sport, soccer. As a member of the 
varsity soccer team during his junior year, 
the Cleveland team won the CIF champi-
onship. That is a monumental accomplish-
ment and a personal highlight for him. 

Rubio used to coach soccer at Hoover. 
He guided the Tornadoes for 17 seasons. 
In fact, Rubio is credited with bringing the 
whole sport back actually in the Glendale 
district. Before that, there were not any 
soccer teams in any of the schools in the 

GUSD. 
He not only started the 

boys soccer team at Hoover 
but then expanded the program 
to include the girls team in the 
mid 1990s.

After high school, he de-
cided to go into the education 
field. Rubio brings a great deal 
of experience to Glendale High 
since he has been involved in 
education for 25 years. 

In 1989, he was hired by 
the Glendale Unified School District. 

Before he left the classroom to move 
up into administration he was a math teach-
er. After that, his first administrative posi-
tion was at Crescenta Valley High School 
where he was the dean of attendance.  

Along with that, he became assistant 
principal at Hoover High. While at Hoover 
he oversaw the athletics program. At Glen-
dale his main duties are to oversee facilities 
and make sure the buildings and grounds 
are maintained and functioning well.

BY KASSANDRA FIGUEROA

Staff Reporter

Principal announces 9 new teachers at Glendale High School

Principal Monica Makiewicz welcomed 
nine new teachers to GHS this August. These 
teachers were asked to tell us about them-
selves and here are their responses.

Joseph Benkovich, a World and U.S. 
History teacher here, has been a teacher for 
six years now. Benkovich attended Seton-La 
Salle High School and soon after attended 
St. Vincent College to earn his Bachelor’s 
Degree in history. One of Benkovich’s favor-
ite high school memories is going to sports 
games with his friends. His hobbies include 
traveling and camping - his goal is to visit 
all the national parks in the U.S. Benkovich’s 
favorite thing about GHS is the students and 
how they’re so nice and smart! 

John Justiniano teaches Commercial 
Multimedia Arts here and has been a teacher 
for three years. Justiniano attended Rancho 
Cucamonga High School followed by the Art 
Institute of California, where he received his 
bachelor’s degree in game and art design. One 
of Justiniano’s favorite high school memories 
is going to school dances. His favorite quote 
is “Teaching is what I do, but learning is 
something you have to do for yourself.” 

Josh Kirkwood teaches the cinema pro-

gram and this is his first year as a high school 
teacher. Kirkwood earned his Bachelor of 
Arts in Film Production at Brooks Institute 
of Photography. Kirkwood’s favorite high 
school memory was discovering his passion 
for cinema and he hopes to share that with 
his students. His hobbies include exploring 
and photographing our national forests. His 
favorite thing about GHS is how much op-
portunity is offered here in so many different 
departments.

George Maiale teaches World and U.S. 
History and has been a teacher for three years. 
He is the head coach of the varsity football 
team at GHS. Maiale attended Granada Hills 
High School and then CSUN, where he re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree in philosophy. 
Maiale’s favorite high school memory is the 
bond he developed with the people in March-
ing Band and football team. Maiale’s hobbies 
include playing football and music. His fa-
vorite things about GHS are how everyone 
works together and is welcoming. Maiale’s 
favorite quote is, “history is not about dates, 
but people and their stories.” 

Noelle O’Brien is a physical educa-
tion teacher here and this is her first year as 
a teacher. O’Brien graduated from Glendale 
High and then attended Cal State Northridge, 
where she received her bachelor’s degree 
in kinesiology and physical education.  

BY VALERIE JIMENEZ

Staff Reporter
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Christian Leyva donates blood at the UCLA Blood Drive on Sept. 15, in 
the small gym.

Mark Rubio

O’Brien’s favorite high school memories 
include cheering for sports teams, perform-
ing at pep rallies, and going to school dances 
with her friends. Her hobbies include aerial 
dancing, going to concerts and shows with 
her friends, and spending time with her fiance 
and their pit bull, Ruckus. O’Brien’s favorite 
thing about GHS is how she feels like she’s 
home and that her students make her laugh 
and also her cheerleaders. Her favorite quote 
is “Once a Nitro, always a Nitro, REPRE-
SENT!”

James O’Malley is a U.S. Government 
and Contemporary World Affairs teacher and 
this is his first year as a teacher. O’Malley 
received his bachelor’s degree in history at 
the University of Nevada. One of his favorite 
high school memories include the relation-
ship with his friends and teachers he made 
that got him through his high school years. 
O’Malley’s hobbies include reading and 
cooking. His favorite things about GHS are 
the students and how they’re all so nice and 
are different in their personalities. 

Gabriela Orue teaches U.S. History 
and World History and this is her first year as 
a teacher. Orue attended Clark Magnet High 
School and obtained her bachelor’s degree in 
psychology at UCLA. Orue’s favorite memo-
ries of high school include playing basketball 
and spending time with her friends. Her hob-

bies include watching all sorts of different 
movies. Orue’s favorite thing about GHS is 
the students. Her favorite quote is “Education 
is the most powerful weapon which you can 
use to change the world.” 

Narek Vardanian is a first-year math 
teacher. Vardanian graduated from Hoover 
High and obtained his bachelor’s degree in 
psychology from UCLA. Vardanian’s favor-
ite high school memories include participat-
ing on his water polo and swim teams. His 
hobbies include swimming and water polo 
which happen to be sports that he now coach-
es at GHS. Vardanian’s favorite things about 
GHS are the commitment, pride, and excel-
lence that is present at GHS. His teaching 
philosophy is “I believe every student has the 
capability to be successful.” 

Esther Witler is a Spanish teacher here 
and has been a teacher for four years. Witler 
graduated from Roosevelt High School and 
received her bachelor’s degree for child de-
velopment and family studies from Cal State 
Los Angeles. Witler’s favorite high school 
memories include going to football games 
and spending time with her fellow drill team 
ladies. Her hobbies include running, hiking, 
traveling, and going to museums. Witler’s 
favorite things about GHS are the students 
and the diversity present here and how her 
co-workers and peers can work with her. 



Love Wins
For the longest time, gays have been denied the 

acceptance of others. After many years, people became 
more open-minded about other people’s sexual orienta-
tions. Even though many were pro gay marriage, there 
were still those who viewed gays as ‘abominations’ 
and ‘not worthy of God’s love.’ It has been a long, hard 
struggle for them, but they have finally made it. In a land-
mark decision on June 26, 2015, the U.S. Supreme Court 
declared that gay marriage is now legal in all 50 states. 
The result was 5-4, with Associate Justice Anthony Ken-
nedy being the deciding vote. Originally, Kennedy was 
against gay marriage, but his colleagues convinced him to 
reconsider his opinion.

In 2013 only 14 states allowed gay marriage. Over 
the course of the next two years, more and more states 
grew on the idea of gay marriage and slowly allowed it 
one by one. In just two years, the numbers jumped from 
14 to 37! Thanks to the court ruling same-sex partners 
can marry in all 50 states. If that isn’t remarkable, I don’t 
know what is. 

Personally, I am overjoyed to hear the news. I have 
many gay friends, so I am delighted to hear that they are 
finally free to marry whoever they want. I can only imag-
ine what it would feel like to go to bed the night of June 
25th not knowing what was about to happen and wake up 
the following morning being able to marry my significant 
other. I am sure that the feeling was extraordinary.

With many supporters, there are also many who op-
pose this movement. I do not understand why someone 
would be against gay marriage. I understand that it may 
go against their religion, but that still does not mean that 
they have to deal with it. It does not in any way affect 
their lifestyle, so why bother with it? Countless times I 
have seen very religious people who oppose gay marriage 
confront another being about their sexual orientation. Just 
because you do not agree with it does not mean that they 
have the right to shove it in to someone else’s face and 
tell them that they are not allowed to be who they truly 
are. I find that highly disrespectful and appalling.

After all, how is gay marriage harming people in any 
way? Are they harassing you? Are they telling you that 
your lifestyle is not normal? Are they making fun of you? 
No, probably not. For the most part, it’s the other way 
around. No one is afraid to go out in public and announce 
that they are straight. Gays, on the other hand, hesitate to 
because they are unsure of how people around them will 
react.

In one recent highly publicized case, a county clerk 
in Kentucky refused to issue a required marriage license 
to same-sex couples because it went against her religious 
beliefs, even though it was declared legal in all 50 states. 
The clerk, Kim Davis, was then jailed for contempt of 
court for refusing to follow a judge’s order to issue mar-
riage licenses to gay applicants, which caused a lot of 
controversy. Some people think that Davis was right for 
not issuing the license to the couple. I, on the other hand, 
do consider what she did completely wrong and imma-
ture. She, like some others, are not mature enough to get 
over the fact that some people are gay. They just need to 
learn to accept that some people prefer the same sex be-
cause they are not going to change their preference(s). No 
couple should be denied marriage, especially after they 
have waited for that special moment for so long. 

Most of the people that I have met, however, are ac-
cepting of gay marriage. Like me, they believe that mar-
riage should not be only between a man and a woman, 
but partners of the same sex as well.

All in all, I have absolutely no issue with gay mar-
riage. They are people just like everyone else and deserve 
the same treatment. There is nothing different about 
them other than the people that they are attracted to. I am 
pleased to announce that the Supreme Court decided to 
finally let love win.

NATALIE RING
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Student suggestions regarding GHS 
We’re sure we all have our opinions regarding GHS, 

but which ones concern our Nitros’ the most? We know we 
have a great campus with a great staff, and are fortunate 
to have many great programs that many school districts in 
California do not, but here are a few of our suggestions/
concerns that we want the administration to know about:

*Banking day- Banking Days could be moved from 
Monday to Friday considering that many students and 
teachers would much rather start the weekend early. Imag-
ine that you planned an exciting beach trip on Friday, with 
this minor change, you can now leave school early.

*Cafeteria food- Many Nitros want better tasting 
food served in the cafeteria. Sure, there is pizza served, but 
no one wants to eat medicore pizza or burgers everyday. 
We know there are state regulations that have to be fol-
lowed, but there must be a way to get better tasting options 
with more of a variety on the menu.

*Vending machines- Has your bag of chips ever got-
ten stuck? Or that time where your dollar bill got eaten by 
the vending machine. There needs to be a quick way for 
students to get their snack or get their money back.

*Restrooms- To start with, students need to take bet-
ter care of the restrooms. Too many are having to be closed 
due to vandalism. They don’t thrash themselves. But that 
being said, lack of soap, hand towels, toilet paper and 
dysfunctional hand dryers are a problem. So you’re about 
to wash your hands and you notice there’s no more soap! 
Now you’re forced to walk around our campus with hands 
full of unwanted germs and what-not. How about when 
you’re done doing your business and you notice that there 
are no more towels. The only word needed here is hor-
rible. The worst part? Wet hands left to get rubbed against 
your shirt or assignments. The restrooms need to be fully 
stocked and maintained. Is a restroom monitor needed? 

*Bridges- How many times have you been late to 
class because you had to sprint to the other side of campus? 
Easy solution, install bridges that connect all the build-
ings together. With this installation, students will be able 
to quickly get to their classes without being late and out 
of breath. It would solve the problem of the bottle-necked 
traffic going into building 4 and makes the transition from 
Buildings 2 to 6 a breeze.

*Parking- Remember that feeling when you’re roam-
ing around Sinclair and Broadway afraid of being late to 
class because you’re still looking for parking. We can all 
thank the City of Glendale for painting many of the curbs 
red, and restricting parking on the streets that surround the 
school. A multi-level parking structure like they have in 

other area schools would solve much of the problem. Why 
are we building more classrooms (for a school with de-
creasing enrollment) instead of a parking structure for stu-
dents, staff and visitors? GUSD could build a Galleria-style 
parking lot where our current parking and new classes con-
struction area is. There are about 50 student parking spaces 
available for a student population of around 2,500. Do the 
math. We have a problem with no solution in sight.

*Air-conditioning/heating- Why do some of our 
classrooms resemble walk-in freezers? Please join the 
21st century with modern AC systems that give individual 
classrooms control over the room temperature. Classrooms 
are either too hot or too cold, and the fact that there is no 
air conditioning in the PE building is unthinkable and un-
acceptable. Temperatures rise into the triple digits on swel-
tering days. The solution a few years ago was to install gi-
ant ceiling fans. Really? It’s a 100-degrees outside and the 
fans are circulating 100-degree air around. Blowing your 
sweat dry is not an adequate cooling solution.

*Elevators- Since everyone is always complaining 
about there being no money in the school’s budget, why 
not run a fundraiser that allows students to have access to 
the elevators for a monthly fee? Students get to class on 
time and GHS makes money, total win-win.

*Drinks- Many students complain about our weird 
tasting, warm water fountains, especially on very hot days. 
Refrigerated water fountains could be installed. They 
could at least be put in the indoor areas so they would be 
protected from vandalism.

*Wifi- We beg you, loosen regulations on school Wifi. 
In a world run by technology, the Internet is needed every-
where, including classrooms. We need access to the Inter-
net to do work in many of the classes and having the wifi 
on lockdown is not helping.

*Recreation- Why does GHS charge students $30 for 
ASB cards then not let us have access to the athletic facili-
ties after school hours and on the weekends like most col-
leges do? Students would be able to swim, use the fitness 
room, or shoot baskets in the gym. Students are encour-
aged to be active and healthy, let’s provide them with the 
facilities.

*Textbooks- Students and teachers alike are tired of 
being held back in class because of a shortage of textbooks. 
Please buy more textbooks for our classes so that we can 
study and learn.

*Powerade! Why are you zero now? So many stu-
dents hate the taste of the “Powerade  Zero” and want the 
original Powerade back. 

Natalie Ring is the News Editor of Explosion.



Thoughts from the News Room

Badlands
BY ALESSANDRA GALLO

You’ve definitely seen, if not heard, of the new Indie 
Pop singer Ashley Frangipane, better known as Halsey. 
The singer is best known for her electric blue hair, be-
ing the opening act for Imagine Dragons and for  her EP,  
Room 93, which she released last year. Now the artist has 
come out with a brand new album called Badlands.  

Halsey has described Badlands as the metaphor of her 
state of mind and what she’s thinking about. Her lyrics are 
like raw poetry; the album itself is probably unlike any-
thing you’ll ever hear. From upbeat and slow tempos with 
an electronic vibe, the music definitely creates some type 
of dreamy aura. Halsey’s music defies the norms of all pop 
music, and adds her own spin to the genre, so much so that 
you could say she’s created her own genre. 

The album features two of previous fan favorites, 
Ghost and Hurricane. My favorite song off the album 
would have to be the song called Colors because it’s just 
a song I could listen to the whole day and honestly never 
ever get tired of. Halsey has also added a Colors Pt. 2 to 
her album and  it is just 50 second rendition of the song 
Colors with it a basic electronic tune added to it, and only 
a few words. Not many people like the song due to how 
short it is, but I do because it has a deeper meaning to it; 
quality, not quantity people! 

The other song I’d recommend listening to is Strange 
Love. It’s emotional and describes a lot of todays’ rela-
tionships. All teenage girls and boys should definitely give 
Halsey a listen to because she really does speak to the soul. 
I’d say the only thing I dislike about the album is that there 
isn’t more of it!

All the Bright Places
BY AGA NOGALSKA

The novel “All the Bright Places” by Jennifer Niven 
is an exhilarating tale about a boy named Finch and a girl 
named Violet. Of course this is a love story, but this book 
goes beyond the teenage love story cliché. The story line 
is constructed off the irony of a girl who learns how to live 
from a boy who is obsessed with death. 

After a car accident that killed her sister and not her, 
Violet struggles with the reality of living everyday with a 
guilt for a situation which she had no control over. Finch, 
on the other hand, rarely lives; he exists in state of sleep-
walking with intervals of consciousness. Finch insists on 
working together with Violet on their final project for their 
history class, which is to discover the “natural wonders” 
and their home state of Indiana. Together, they embark on 
a journey of finding the weirdest places in the state, as well 
as themselves and ultimately, love. Finch helps Violet put 
her broken heart back together, while Violet provides a 
temporary distraction from Finch’s thoughts.

 Expectedly, this book takes the “nerdy weird guy 
helps the pretty popular girl” motif. However, it goes 
much deeper than that and touches on the subject of the 
inevitability of death, and the way life is a wide array of 
good and bad counterparts which humans spend their lives 
arranging in a way that somewhat makes sense.

This best seller is a thrilling tale that I would recom-
mend for anyone who is looking for something new to 
read. Niven does a good job characterizing everyday teen-
age life, making this book relatable to a wide audience. 
Beware though, this book is not a light read, and it leaves 
the audience with a lot to think about.    

The Office
BY NATALIE RING

The Office is a U.S adaptation of the Ricky Gervias-
led British original. It is a documentary style television 
show about the staff of Dunder Mifflin, a paper company, 
and the day-to-day lives of people working in their office. 
The characters are based on those in the British version 
and may even resemble people you know in real life.

Each character has a unique personality, which mesh 
together perfectly and make The Office great. There’s 
Dwight, the “teacher’s pet” who seemingly lacks social 
skills and common sense. Jim, the lovable prankster who 
constantly bothers Dwight. Pam, the receptionist who gets 
caught in a love triangle. Michael, the horrible, yet lovable 
boss, who takes things too far at times. Aside from those 
four main characters, there are many other minor charac-
ters who viewers grow to love.             

This adaptation features some familiar as well as some 
new faces. The most well known person out of this cast is 
Steve Carell. He has acted in a variety of other movies 
such as Evan Almighty and The 40-Year-Old Virgin. Rainn 
Wilson, on the other hand, may not be as well known as 
Carell, but he has acted in semi-major roles such as in Al-

most Famous. Other faces, such as John Krasinski, Jenna 
Fischer, and B.J. Novak, are fairly new. These actors have 
been in minor roles, but nothing that they would be recog-
nized in before The Office. 

 This show has a quirky sense of humor. At first, I did 
not like it at all. It took me a while to get in to it, but once 
I did, I was hooked. In fact, I am re-watching it for the 
fourth time at the moment- it’s that good. If you are a fan 
of Parks and Recreation, you are sure to love The Office.

The Visit
BY SILVA GRIGORIAN

The movie The Visit is both horrifying and hilarious. 
The movie itself is well directed and amusing. Although  
the actors could have done a better job, the movie overall 
was good and I believe it was worth watching. 

The trailer for the movie made it seem as though it is a 
scary horror movie, but it was more of a funny and amus-
ing rather than a thriller. Sure, it had some scares, but if 
I’m going to a horror movie, I expect more horror.  

It seemed that this movie was meant to be funny with 
a few scary moments rather than a horror movie with com-
edy involved. Some of the actors were decent, others were 
good, and the grandparents were okay. 

It did take some time to reach the climax of the plot in 
the film, but it was not boring. All the events in the movie 
were organized in a way that let you know what is going to 
happen without spoiling it. I think it was well planned and 
thought out and the actors were somewhat good. 

The director made the movie seem very suspenseful 
and interesting and that is tricky to do with a comedy/hor-
ror film.  The ending of the movie was very surprising and I 
do not think anyone expected that outcome, but it was very 
intriguing and shocking. It was overall a good film and the 
director, M. Night Shyamalan, did a great job. This movie 
was supposed to be a comeback from his last movie, After 

Earth. I honestly think the movie was worth watching. I 
only wish the actors would have been just a little bit more 
decent, not that they were bad, but they could have used 
some improvements. I think it is a good movie to watch, 
and I won’t spoil anything because I recommend watching 
it yourself. I give the movie three and a half stars.
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Gavin Ortiz

The Hollywood movie business is constantly evolv-
ing and, as of now, it is bigger than ever. Every weekend, 
thousands of people flock to their local theater to beat the 
heat, grab some popcorn, and enjoy a good movie. Every-
one goes to the movies, and that is part of why the current 
state of cinema is equal parts infuriating and inspiring. 

Few mediums have evolved as much in such a short 
period of time as cinema. In less than 100 years we have 
gone from bare bones silent films to bombastic CGI-fests 
that cost hundreds of millions of dollars to produce. 

Every year there are dozens, if not hundreds, of worth-
while movies being shown, yet there is a disturbing trend 
among recent releases that is leading many, myself includ-
ed, to worry. It is rather unfortunate, but it seems as though 
Hollywood’s bank of original ideas is running empty.

Remakes, spin-offs and sequels constitute a large por-
tion of mainstream releases, and while some are fantastic, 
many others are shallow attempts at raking in more money 
from fans. Many studios are attempting to profit off the 
nostalgia of viewers and not much else. This is not to say 
that there are no good, original movies coming out these 
days, but for every Mad Max: Fury Road, there is a Ter-

minator Genisys or Robocop. These soulless cash grabs 
are seen as just that, yet they still manage to pull in absurd 
amounts of money and overshadow great, original mov-
ies. 

Now not all remakes, reboots, and sequels are bad; 
Jurassic World was a joyous return to form for the series 
and the biggest hit of the summer. Yet the primary differ-
ence between that film and the others is that it was made by 
people who genuinely care. It is a harsh and unfair world 
in which the mediocre Poltergeist remake grosses nearly 
five times as much as the stellar and criminally overlooked 
It Follows. In the end, this can all be attributed to the natu-
ral desire to see our favorite films brought back to life and 
given new form. I’ll admit that even I was a little excited 
to see a new take on Robocop or Total Recall. But almost 
none of these movies have that magic that made the origi-
nals so beloved.

This lack of new ideas is becoming more and more 
evident, yet it has also brought about some great things. 
More and more people are becoming aware and wanting 
new things, leading to a new wave of independent film-
makers and sleeper hits. It’s extremely heartening to hear 
when a movie, like the recent sci-fi hit Ex Machina, meets 
success over yet another bland “reimagining” or pointless 
sequel. 

Film festivals and small upstart theaters are bringing 
more niche, relatively unknown movies into the public 
eye, creating what will assuredly become cult classics in 
the future. This issue hits particularly hard in one genre 
that I hold very dear: horror. 

The mainstream horror genre has become a slew of 
uninspired remakes like Carrie and generic schlock filled 
with nothing but jump scares like last year’s frightfully aw-
ful Annabelle. The potential for films is greater than ever, 
so why aren’t we using these amazing tools to create new 
experiences that will be remembered for years to come? 
When comparing time periods, how many recent efforts 
can stand up to the genre defining classics that were made 
decades ago? How many Marvel movies is too many? 
These are all questions we unfortunately cannot answer, 
yet there is more hope for Hollywood than ever. Some of 
this year’s films rank among the best in recent years, such 
as the phenomenal Mad Max: Fury Road.

In order to find the real cinematic treasures of our 
time, you simply need to wade through all the cash-grabs 
and reboots until you find something truly special. Per-
haps this trend will die out eventually, for there are only so 
many 80s movies to remake. Your local cinema is a magi-
cal place, and nothing can really change that, but this is 
an issue on many people’s minds, and it should be consid-
ered. Did anybody really want a Point Break remake? But 
that’s besides the point. Go to the movies this weekend, 
look at the list, and pick something you haven’t heard too 
much about; it might become a new favorite. 

I’ll see you there.

Creative Bankruptcy
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John Justiniano

New animation teacher 
inspires his students

Every artist has a dream to see their 
work succeed in different forms. As an art-
ist myself, I have covered as many medi-
ums as I possibly could have in 
these past years. 

From painting with acrylics 
to making scratchy pen doodles 
in my planner I create as much 
as I can from what I have. How-
ever, there was always some-
thing missing from my grasp in 
art. 

Animation class was my 
immediate thought on how to 
fix that. This class is the ideal 
candidate for artists to test 
their skill and patience in a whole new ap-
proach. What person has not thought up 
entire stories with an array of characters, 
backgrounds, and sweet music themes? 

With this class I can finally be the vil-
lain and finally be the hero because every-
thing I create is a part of me. I can bring 
life to characters through movements, ex-
pressions, and sound. Once you take an 
animation class you really get an eye for 

all the little actions people do all the time 
without them even realizing it. It is such 
a rewarding feeling to uncover things you 
have never seen before. 

This year all students were introduced 
to a brand new teacher named John Justini-
ano, who came from Rowland High School 

after being asked to take over 
Adriana Yugovich’s job. 

I love this class and there 
are several reasons as to why. 
First of all, what student does 
not dream of being able to do 
something they love for an en-
tire hour and have it counted 
as credits? Second of all, I’m 
introduced to all sorts of new 
people who have similar inter-
ests as me. And, the third reason 
why my animation class is the 

best, is because Mr. Justiniano is a really 
entertaining teacher who likes everything 
a student does. 

I believe it is safe to say that all his 
students agree he is someone we would all 
hang out with after school because of how 
friendly he is, and how many common in-
terests we all share. The only part I dislike 
about my animation class is how fast time 
goes by when I am working on a project.

BY ARIEL AVILES
Staff Reporter

New music, movie releases 
coming out in late 2015

Star Wars: Episode VII-
The Force Awakens
Release Date: Dec. 18
Genre: SciFi/Action
Star Wars: Episode VII - The Force Awakens 
follows is a continuation of the saga created by 
George Lucas, the movie is set 30 years after 
Star Wars Episode VI- Return of the Jedi (1983). 
The Force Awakens further follow the adventures 
of Luke Skywalker, Han Solo, and Princess Leia. 

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay- Part 2
Release Date: Nov. 20
Genre: SciFci/Action
Katniss Everdeen teams up with her closest 
friends, including Peeta, Gale and Finnick for the 
ultimate mission. Together, they leave District 13 
to liberate the citizens of war-torn Panem.What 
lies ahead are mortal traps, dangerous enemies, 
and moral choices that will ultimately determine

Paranormal Activity:
The Ghost Dimension
Release Date: Oct. 23
Genre: Horror
A newly moved family finds a box of old VHS 
videotapes in their house. Two of the children 
decide to watch the tapes, and see supernatural 
things. In another box they find a camera that al-
lows them to see paranormal occurrences that the 
human eye can’t detect.

Adele- “25”
Release Date: Nov. 20
Genre: Pop 
Critics are raving over Adele’s comeback album 
25. All her previous album titles include her 
age, so it is inevitable to happen again with her 
upcoming album. After a three year hiatus, crit-
ics are saying that 25 will be the biggest selling 
album of 2015. 

One Direction- “Made In The A.M.”
Release Date: Nov. 13
Genre: Pop
One Direction’s upcoming fifth album will be 
there last musical project together as they are 
taking a one-year hiatus in 2016. The band’s new 
album will feature some amazing songs that are 
close to their hearts. The band’s fifth album will 
be taking a turn away from what a traditional pop 
boyband would sound like.

5SOS- “Sounds Good Feels Good”
Release Date: Oct. 23
Genre: Pop
5 Seconds of Summer, the pop/punk band from 
Australia, is releasing their new debut album, 
Sounds Good Feels Good. If you pre-order the 
album now you’ll be able to recieve four new 
songs: “She’s Kinda Hot,” “Fly Away,” “Jet 
Black Heart,” and the last one that was just 
released, “Money.” 

Selena Gomez- “Revival”
Release Date: Oct. 9
Genre: Pop
You may know Selena from her previous acting 
roles on Disney Channel or even as Justin Bie-
ber’s ex-girlfriend. The singer is now releasing 
her second album as a solo artist and it’s very in-
timate. The album features her 2015 debut song, 
featuring A$AP Rocky, “Good For You.”

Demi Lovato- “Confident”
Release Date: Oct. 16
Genre: Pop
Singer, songwriter Demi Lovato, well known for 
her acting, is releasing her fifth album Confident, 
this October. Her current single “Cool for the 
Summer” is from her new album. This Septem-
ber Demi is set to embark on her “Demi World 
Tour” to bring her music to her fans all over the 
globe.

VAPA
IN BRIEF

   

• Last week, Sept. 23 the instrumental music groups had their annual fall concert 
which included the Concert Band, String Orchestra, Symphonic Orchestra, March-
ing Band and Drum Line.  
  
• Auditions for Variety Show, the all-campus talent show, will be held in the band 
room (8101) on Monday, Oct. 12 after school from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. This is a 
minimum day. If you sing or dance or have some other talent you’d like to show 
off, please audition for a spot in the show. Your act should be performance ready at 
the time of audition. Any questions? Ask Kelly Palmer or any drill team captain in 
the dance room. The annual talent show, presented by Drill Team, is scheduled for 
Nov. 19-20 at 7 p.m. in the John Wayne Performing Arts Center. Ticket prices are 
expected to be $10 at the door.

• The choir festival is coming up on Oct. 13. It is an annual festival featuring high 
school and middle school choirs from all over Southern California. It is an annual 
event hosted at GHS to help choirs with their vocals with commentary from highly 
esteemed judges.



One hundred years of school news be-
ing written by dedicated students. One hun-
dred years of devotion to print journalism. 
One hundred years of hard work and dedi-
cation to freedom of the press at Glendale 
High School. One hundred 
years of the Glendale High 
School Explosion. 

While everything is 
online nowadays, almost 
all schools still have their 
very own newspaper, much 
like the one at Glendale 
High School. Print jour-
nalism is seen as a dead 
art form but popular news-
papers like the New York 
Times, The Guardian, the 
L.A. Times and even the 
Glendale High Explosion 
are examples of hard work 
being put into publishing 
actual newspapers, not just 
putting everything online. 

First published in the 1916-17 school 
year, this year marks the first century of the 
Explosion. During the years, the Explosion 
has evolved greatly. The 
quality of the work has in-
creased tremendously. 

The paper started out 
as a weekly 4-page issue. 
Then it evolved into 8 and 
then 12 pages, sometimes 
even 20 pages. The tradi-
tion that has remained is 
that the school newspaper 
has always been a source of 
student information created 
by and for students. 

The Explosion’s name 
came from the belief that 
the newspaper was “ex-
ploding with student pep” 
and predated the Dynamit-
ers mascot. Up until the 1920’s, the school 
teams were known as the Red and Black. 
It was in an Explosion football story that 
described the Glendale line as “dynamite” 
that it is believed to be the start of the use 
of Dynamiters as the mascot. 

Glendale High has been the Dynamit-
ers or Nitros ever since. Explosion’s most 
famous staff member was Marion Morri-
son, who was the sports editor in 1924. He 
would graduate and go into acting where 
his name was changed to John Wayne.

Now in his 24th year as GHS’s jour-
nalism teacher and newspaper adviser, Pat 
Lancaster has led the Explosion longer than 
any other GHS journalism advisor.

“It’s been a real privilege for me to be 
able to oversee the journalism program. 
We always get highly-motivated students, 
some of whom have gone on to be profes- A 1996 Explosion Issue

A 1972 Explosion Issue

A 1945 Explosion Issue

A 1924 Explosion Issue A 1935 Explosion Issue A 1936 Explosion Issue A 1944 Explosion Issue

A 1988 Explosion Issue

A 1953 Explosion Issue

A century of excellence; 
The Explosion turns 100
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BY SHUSHANNA PETROSYAN
Editor-in-Chief

sional journalists.” 
He added that the biggest change he 

has seen throughout his years has been in 
the advancement of technology. “The fun-
damentals of journalism stay the same but 
the ways to get the news and produce the 
news are light years ahead of where they 
were 40 years ago. Computers, the Internet 
and digital photographey have transformed 

our world.”
In its early days, the 

Explosion used to be print-
ed right here in the campus 
print shop. By the 1940’s, 
the Explosion changed 
from a weekly publication 
to a bi-monthly issue. 

By the 1960’s, the 
GHS print shop was no 
longer advanced enough, 
so publication was moved 
to an outside printer. This 
was the first time that the 
newspaper accepted adver-
tising in order to generate 
revenue to pay for the cost 
of printing. 

The Explosion has won many awards 
in its time. It is considered one of the most 
acknowledged public high school newspa-
pers in southern California. 

In 1987 and 1989, the 
Explosion was awarded 
the Silver Crown from the 
Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association in New York. 
In 1988 and 1997, the 
Explosion won the Gold 
Crown Award, the agency’s 
highest honor. It recognizes 
the top 1% of 1% of entries 
nationally.

The Explosion has 
also been highly honored 
by Quill and Scroll, win-
ning the George Gallop 
Award multiple times. The 
National Scholastic Press 
Association awarded the 

Explosion its highest award in 1996, the 
National Pacemaker Award.  

At the national NSPA convention in 
San Francisco that year, Explosion was 
named Best of Show. 

“That was the pinnacle,” Lancaster 
said. “Our newspaper was picked by the 
judges as the best 16-page newspaper at the 
national competition.” Another milestone 
occurred when a front page of Explosion 
from 1996 was featured in a high school 
journalism textbook for its excellent layout 
and design. 

To commemorate the 100th year, 
the Explosion will be going old school 
this year. From old front page designs, to 
Christmas specials, to little doodles all 
throughout “just because,” the newspaper 
will be a blast from the past for all six pub-
lications of the 2015-2016 school year. 

CSPA Gold Crown Award- 1988

CSPA Gold Crown Award- 1997

A 1968 Explosion Issue
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Football plays Crescenta 

Valley on Friday at Moyse

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Quarterback Tyler Artavia heads for open space in the game against La 
Canada. On Friday, GHS takes on Crescenta Valley at GHS at 7 p.m.

The 2015 football season is in full 

swing, and the Nitros are looking forward 

to having a great year. This Fri-

day, they will be playing against 

Crescenta Valley at Glendale 

High.  Glendale and CV have 

had a long-standing rivalry for 

many years, and their games 

always prove to be among the 

year’s best.

Glendale’s varsity squad is 

extremely promising, with top 

players like Abraham Martinez 

and Carlos Ramos returning for 

their final seasons. Other new 
players are hoping to show their skills and 

become valuable assets for the team. 

This season’s hottest new player is 

the new quarterback Tyler Artavia, who is 

showing great talent with his running and 

passing game. He has made some great 

plays and showcased his abilities and ver-

satility on the field. He is this year’s player 
to look out for, and his performances have 

been thrilling. 

Along with new players, GHS is wel-

coming a new coach this season. The team 

is hoping that first-year head coach George 
Maiale will bring great progress this sea-

son and in the coming years. 

Glendale’s season started 

off with a huge 27-17 win at 

San Gabriel High School. It 

was a hard fought game, yet 

in the end the Nitros overcame 

the Matadors with a resounding 

victory.  

The next game on Glen-

dale’s schedule was at home 

against the La Canada Spar-

tans, who unfortunately beat 

the Nitros, 22-9. The next two 

games resulted in crushing 

losses against South Pasadena (51-21) and 

Arcadia (42-0), despite some great plays 

including an onside kick returned for a 

touchdown by Carlos Ramos.

The Glendale High football team is 

hoping to bring the fight to CV this Friday 
and leave with a 2-3 record in what will 

surely be a very exciting game. The game 

is at 7 p.m. at Glendale High, and admis-

sion for students is $5. 

Rebuilding water polo 

team aiming for playoffs

The latest news in the Glendale water 

polo team: our former students and players 

from last year’s CIF semi-finalists Manuk 
Piloyan and Artak Arzumanyan 

have decided to take their skill 

in the game of water polo to the 

next levels. 

Piloyan has decided to take 

the opportunity to travel abroad 

to Russia to play water polo 

professionally. 

Arzumanyan has received a 

scholarship to play on the water 

polo team at Pepperdine Uni-

versity, in Malibu and is already 

scoring goals for the 9th ranked 

Waves.

The loss of these players as well as 

many others has created sorrow for our 

school, although it has given the Glendale 

High team room for many incoming skilled 

players for this year.

It’s a new beginning for the team. 

There are several new players from all 

grades. Glendale High is also introducing 

a new coach, Narek Vardanian who is in 

his first year of teaching, to take over for 
Stephen Whittier, who was only with Glen-

dale High for one season. In addition to 

coaching water polo, he will also be taking 

on the responsibility in coaching the boys 

swim team. 

Several senior members of 

this year’s team include Jayson 

Wilia, Andrew Vargas, Hamlet 

Pachaian, and Adalith Ramirez, 

as well as junior Liam Gra-

ham, and sophomores Arin Ba-

bayan, Vachik Gharibyan, Nick 

Schmitt, and Alan Shvedov.

The young team started the 

season ranked in the CIF Top 

Ten, but the non-league sched-

ule has been extremely chal-

lenging. 

They are looking for their first win af-
ter losses to Flintridge Prep, South Pasa-

dena, San Marino, Yorba Linda, and El 

Segundo High School. 

There are many more games ahead 

with rivals Pasadena, Hoover, and Cres-

centa Valley high schools. GHS will not 

have any home games as the pool will be 

nearing the beginning of construction. 
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Senior Paulo Vazquez has been a mainstay on 
the cross country team.

BY GAVIN ORTIZ

Sports Editor

BY ALEX AKOPIAN

Sports Editor
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Senior Jayson Wilia fires a shot against Flintridge Prep. The Nitros are 
looking for their first win of the young season and start league play on 
Tuesday, Oct. 6, at Burbank.
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Sophomore Emi Guzman sets up a big serve. 
The team is led by first-year coach John Tuttle.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Seniors Kathleen Hulguin and Sophie Georges 
leap for the block.The girls have gotten a great 
start, defeating both Burbank, CV, and Muir.

Narek Vardanian

George Maiale
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