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A Revue to remember 
BY MISO DAM

Staff Reporter
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On April 16 and 17, Glendale High’s 
Dance/Drill Team celebrated the end of 
their accomplished season with their dance 
show, Revue: Out Of High School & Into 
the Woods. The show consisted of dances 
from Disney’s movie “Into the Woods” 
including numbers such as “No One Is 
Alone” and “I Know Things Now.” On 
top of performing new routines, the dance 
team also included some of the National 
winning routines such as Small Military, 
Co-Ed Dance, and Dance/Drill, as well as 
All Male and Large Hip-Hop. 

The show had numerous guest perfor-
mances from Valencia High and San Cle-
mente High’s dance teams as well as from 
collegiate dance team, FamBiz. 

Director Kelly Palmer made Revue 
a “no curtain down” show, which meant 
that the entire show was basically one big 
number with the curtain never going down. 
This made each routine back to back and 
made the show more entertaining for the 

Staff selects Bashian, Makiewicz as 
Masonic ‘Educators of the Year’
BY VERONICA MIRELES 

Entertainment Editor

NEWS
IN BRIEF

G.H.S.A.
Glendale High Service Award

 Since 1972, the Masonic Lodges 
have annually awarded several GUSD 
teachers and staff for their amazing effort  
and accomplishments in promoting public 
education. Teachers from each school vote 
for who they think worked the hardest 
to earn this award each school year. This 
year Karin Bashian and Monica Makie-
wicz were selected by the GHS staff to 
receive the Employee Recognition Award 
as “Educators of the Year.”

The Masonic Lodges of Glendale 
and La Crescenta are proud to present this 
award to both of them as an appreciation 
for all their hard work in helping the youth 
here in our district and community.

B a s h i a n 
attended Pasa-
dena City Col-
lege.

She began 
her teaching 
career in 2000 
as a physi-
cal education 
teacher assis-
tant in various 
e l e m e n t a r y 

schools. She became an offi ce clerk here 

at Glendale High School in 2006. 
Bashian said, “It truly means a lot to 

have been chosen by the teachers and staff. 
I am very proud that the teachers and staff 
chose me along with Dr. Mak for such an 
honor. I am humbly grateful. I am proud 
to be a Nitro, the students and staff here 
are great!”

Makiewicz began teaching in 1994 
and she became the principal of Glendale 
High School in July 2012. She is a gradu-
ate of Santa Clara University, received 
a Law Degree from Southwestern Law 
School, and a doctorate from the Univer-
sity of California, Riverside. 

She said, “I feel honored that the GHS 
staff chose me for this award. They are a 
wonderful staff to work with. They work 

very hard to 
help their stu-
dents learn. I 
love being the 
GHS principal. 
The students 
and staff are 
amazing and 
have a great 
deal of pride 
and tradition in 
our school.”

Bashian Makiewicz

Through selfl ess giving of their time and effort, these seniors 

“make Glendale High a better place.” 

Arman Aloyan- senior class 
Kristian Buhl- dance drill team

Michelle Cuaresma- ASB
Caroline Cubero- ASB

Miso Dam- dance drill team 
Eldrin Ferreras- dance drill team 

Shushanik Gabrielyan- ASB, senior class
Naira Khalid- senior class

Julian Kim- stage crew 
Alex Lee- senior class

Pabasara Ranasinghe- ASB, senior class
Jose Ruiz Garcia- ASB, senior class

AJ Simpao- Instrumental Music 
Tiledia Sinaei- ASB, senior class
Lara Singzon- dance drill team 
Arya Sinha- ASB, senior class

Yoshin Song- vocal music 
Sevana Stepanian- senior class

Nicole Terian- senior class
Kristy’ Anne Tolentino- senior class

Honorable Mention

Gabriela Gomez- best buddies, Natalie Baroutgian- vocal music, Martha Raigoza- best buddies, Gyul-
nara Grigoryan- Armenian Club, Valerie Izaguirre- art class, Yvette Bianca Mallari- A Cappella, Kath-
erine Jimenez- Instrumental Music, Grace Park- Explosion, Garrett Fritz- Instrumental Music, Timothy 
Lee- Instrumental Music, Angel Aguilar- Instrumental Music, Doug Schowengerdt- Stylus, James Sais- 
Instrumental Music

audience. Alissa Highgate, 2016 Head 
Captain, said, “not having a curtain down 
made it more challenging behind stage be-
cause it meant the dancers had to change a 
lot quicker and keep track with the show to 
know when to go on stage.”

With nearly 30 seniors graduating 
from the team this year, the Senior Routine 
was defi nitely a tear-jerking moment dur-

ing the show. Senior dancer Lara Singzon 
said, “since it was one of my last shows, 
it made it more memorable and made me 
appreciate dancing in the auditorium more 
than ever.” 

The audience also got to catch a 
glimpse of the dance team’s year through 
the slideshow that played before the show 
started. The slideshow included videos 
from their journey at USA Nationals as 

well as their competition season. This 
“prologue” gave audience a brief summary 
of the team’s accomplishments. 

After Revue, the dance team got ready 
for the student choreographed dance show 
Summer Nights, which was showcased on 
May 13. 

Drill Team’s Small Military squad performed their National Title-winning 
routine at this year’s Revue.

Ivanna Gamboa and her friends enjoy themselves at the senior luau held 
on May 19.

*Graduation is at 6 p.m. tonight. Gates open at 5:45 p.m.
*Seniors arrive at 5 p.m. and meet at the John Wayne Performing Arts Center
*Grad Nite will be held at Disneyland this Friday at 9 a.m. until Saturday, June 6 
at 3 a.m. 
*Senior Panoramic pictures are available at the student store.
*The 2015 yearbook may be picked up in the student store.
*Summer School begins on Monday, June 8. 
*Freshmen Orientation is on July 19 and 20.
*The 2015-2016 school year begins on Monday, August 10 at 8 a.m.
*Make your plans to join us: 2015 Homecoming football vs. Hoover is Friday, Nov. 

6 at 7 p.m.
*Dr. Carol Wertheim, Bob Davidson, and Scot Shafer are retiring this year.
*Marching Band, Drumline, and Color Guard auditions will be held June 4-6 in the 
music room 8101 each day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
*Next year’s seniors and juniors, make sure to sign-up and prepare for your SAT or 

ACT.
*AP Literature and 10th Honors English summer reading assignments can be found 
and downloaded from the Glendale High School website.
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ASB President Shushanik Gabrielyan says farewell to ASB Advisor Mary 

Hazlett during the second rally. 

Academic Rally gives seniors one last hurrah
BY NATALIE RING

News Editor

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Prom King Jose Ruiz and Queen Tiledia Sinaei share a dance. 
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Seniors show their spirit at the Spring rally.
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Angel Martinez and his friends dance the night away at Prom.

On May 27, the last rally of the year 
was held in the gym. This year’s Aca-
demic Rally theme was the Disney movie 
Up, which symbolizes the senior class of 
2015 graduating and moving on to greater 
things, such as college and “the real world.” 
Per usual, the audience was thoroughly 
amused by performances from GHS’s very 
own Dance/Drill Team, Color Guard, and 
cheer squad. 

Each performance was outstanding 
and unique in its own way. The routines 
were choreographed remarkably and hard-
ly any mistakes were made. Throughout 

Senior Prom leaves lasting impression to emotional class
BY CLAIRE CORPUZ 

Staff Reporter

Sunday, May 24, the seniors attended 
their last high school dance. The Senior 
Prom was held at the Wallis Annenberg 
building in Los Angeles. 

It was the fi rst time a GHS prom had 

been set for a Sunday during a 3-day week-
end.

The theme of this year’s prom was 
“Big City, Bright Lights.” The venue was 
a part of the Science Center in a building 
fi lled with beautiful fountains, intimate 

lighting, and a lovely rose garden outside. 
At 7 p.m. the seniors started arriving 

with the girls in long, elegant gowns and 

the boys in suits to match. The rose garden 
only remained open for the fi rst hour of the 

dance, so many of the guests started their 
night by exploring and taking pictures out 
there. 

Indoors, some seniors posed for pic-
tures, some were helping themselves to the 
buffet, and the rest found themselves on 
the dance fl oor. 

About halfway through the night, the 
Prom Court was announced. Shortly fol-
lowing their introduction, the king and 
queen were crowned. 

The winners were King Jose Ruiz. 
and Queen Tiledia Sinaei. The King and 
Queen shared a touching Royal dance and 
then the fl oor was opened up to all of the 

prom couples.

After the slow dance, the DJ picked 
up the music again and the dance fl oor was 

back to a fun and upbeat pace.
While the dance fl oor remained 

packed, some people chose to explore the 
upstairs portion of the venue. The Wallis 
Annenberg building had a huge lower area 
complete with fountains, a dance fl oor, and 

seating. It also had a balcony fi lled with 

trees, tea lights, ponds, and bench seating. 
From up there, guests could socialize in a 
bit of a quieter setting while still being able 
to hear and see all of the excitement going 
on downstairs. 

Throughout the night, guests could 
make their way to one of two back rooms. 
There were various options of photo pack-
ages offered to guests. Further into the 

event, the dinner buffet was replaced by 
trays piled high with treats that guests 
could help themselves to. 

As the night came to an end, the at-
tendees fl ooded the dance fl oor to pack in 

as much dancing as they could. The DJ car-
ried on playing the crowd’s favorites as the 
prom-goers continued to dance the night 
away. 

At 11 p.m. the doors opened to allow 
the guests to end their prom experiences. 
While some guests started to head out and 
rest their tired feet, others stayed to squeeze 
in a few more dances and pictures. 

It was truly an unforgettable night for 
the seniors. The end of prom really made 
the seniors realize that it was almost all 
over. 

the entire rally, there was a ton of senior 
vs. junior rivalry. They taunted each other 
back and forth with chants, pumping up the 
entire crowd. This competition kept the en-
tire gym alive with excitement.

Every class put their heart and soul 
into winning the various competitions 
and games scattered throughout the rally. 
Some of the games were particularly com-
plicated. For instance, students had to lay 
down in a line and pass a balloon to the 
person behind them. But here’s the catch: 
they could only use their legs. Overall, the 
seniors won the fi rst rally. However, the 

juniors made a comeback and were victori-
ous during the second rally. 

Along with all of these fun activities, 
teacher of the year and employee of the 

year were announced. The student body 
voted Jon Livingston as teacher of the year 
and Aristeo Hernandez the classifi ed em-

ployee of the year.
Since the rally was held two days 

before the Prom, the Prom Court was an-
nounced. The court was as followed: Prince 
Garrett Fritz and Princess Grace Tappin, 
Prince Arman Aloyan and Princess Gracie 
Carrasco, Prince Jose Camacho, and Prin-
cess Natalie Baroutgian, Prince Jose Ruiz, 
and Princess Caroline Cubero, and fi nally, 

Prince Matthew Rayco and Princess Tiledia 
Sinaei. Each couple strut down the gym as 
their titles and accomplishments were be-
ing announced. After each couple had gone 
up, they eagerly waited until the following 
Sunday night to see who would have the 

honor of being crowned Prom King and 
Queen crowned Prom King and Queen.

Sadly, the announcement that ASB 
Advisor Mary Hazlett will no longer be the 
director of student activities was made. In-
stead of continuing, she has stepped down 
from the position and decided to only teach 
social studies. Jon Livingston and Peter 
Gebeshian will take her place as ASB advi-
sors this upcoming year. They ensured that 
each upcoming rally will be better than the 
next. However, the entire ASB class will 
miss Hazlett and all of the wonderful things 
she has done for GHS and its students.

At the end of the rally, the crowd 
cheered as each class advanced. By far, this 
was probably one of the most memorable 
rallies of the year. 
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Some words of wisdom from some of our favorite teachers...

“Proactive people with intentions are hap-

pier in life than reactive people with ex-

pectations.”

- Mary Hazlett

“Make the most of your senior year. Be 
consistent. Partake in senior activities and 
end your year strong including with your 

academics. You only get one high school 

experience.”

- Peter Gebeshian

“Find the one thing you’re passionate about 
and pursue it with everything you have. 

Stay true to yourself and don’t be afraid if 

your eccentricities don’t fi t in with every-
one; you will fi nd the people you do fi t in 
with. Everyday do all with a well-balanced 
mind set and if you are a believer put the 

Lord God fi rst in everything then watch the 
beauty unfold.”

- Darnell Kelly

“Congratulations, high school is over! You 
have learned how to learn, and you have 

discovered some of the things that you fi nd 
interesting. There is more out there, this is 

just the beginning of your education!”

- Sarah Morrison

“Remember that the most important place 

in the world where you can make a differ-
ence isn’t in an impoverished country in 

some far corner of the globe. The most im-

portant place in the world is where you are. 

That’s where you’ll make the difference, in 
your own special way.”

- Olivia Macaulay

“If possible, try everyday to give someone 

the benefi t of the doubt. In your work life, 
your school life, your love life, always as-

sume the person next to you doesn’t mean 

to hurt or disappoint you.”

- Kelly Palmer
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Garrett Fritz and Dr. Peter Navolanic, twin brother of Pat Navolanic at the 
PNMA reception.

BY SYDNEY SANCHEZ

Editor-in-chief

On May 15, Glendale High School’s 
50th annual Pat Navolanic Memorial 
Award was given. The award is given to 
GHS’s most well-rounded senior, one who 
excels in academics, on and off campus ac-
tivities, athletics and community service. 
The presentation took place in the John 
Wayne Performing Arts Center. 

In total, there were fi ve fi nalists who 
were chosen by a group of class presidents, 
sports captains, and club presidents. The 
winners were chosen based on their ap-
plications and their answers to a series of 
questions. 

This year’s fi nalists were David Casa-
buri, Shushanik Gabrielyan, Alex Lee, 
Doug Schowengerdt, and Sevana Stepa-
nian. Each fi nalist received recognition for 
their achievements as well as $300. The 
winner was Garrett Fritz and he received a 
scholarship of $2,500.

               The Finalists

David Casaburi has a GPA of 4.18. 
He is the varsity tennis captain and the 
LOOK International club secretary. He is 
an Eagle Scout and a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society.

Shushanik Gabrielyan is  ASB pres-
ident and in the top 10 of the Class of 2015 
with a 4.33 GPA. She participates in NHS, 
PTSA, the student advisory council and 
the varsity water polo and swim team. 

Alex Lee has a GPA of 4.31. She is 
a member of NHS and varsity basketball 
where she was a captain and earned all-
league honors.

Doug Schowengerdt has a GPA of 
4.28. He is the co-editor-in-chief of the 
Stylus. He was a co-captain of the lacrosse 
team and an Eagle Scout. He also found-
ed his own clothing line and donated the 
profi ts to the American Cancer Society. 

Sevana Stepanian has a GPA of 4.22. 
She is the captain of the varsity volleyball 
team, LOOK International club vice-pres-
ident, and the Make-a-Wish Foundation 
club president. 

Photo Courtesy of White’s Studios

PNMA winner Garrett Fritz with his family after Fritz was awarded the 
PNMA scholarship by Dr. Peter Navolanic. 

BY NATALIE RING

News Editor

This year marked the 50th annual Pat 
Navolanic Memorial Award. This year’s 
winner is Garrett Fritz. Like those before 
him, he was awarded a $2,500 scholarship 
and the title of being a PNMA winner.

Fritz has thoroughly been involved in 
GHS during his high school career. He has 
participated in various sports, volunteering 
organizations, band, and on-campus activi-
ties. 

For sports, Fritz has participated in 
both water polo and the swim team. Dur-
ing his junior year he was a member of the 
CIF champion water polo team. During his 
sophomore and junior years, he was on the 
varsity swim team and remained captain 
for both years. 

Over the course of his four years at-
tending Glendale High, Fritz has managed 
to complete 537 hours of community ser-
vice through organizations such as Biking 

Here are the six PNMA fi nalists with Dr. Peter Navolanic at the reception held in the GHS library. From left: Alex Lee, Doug Schowengerdt. Garrett 

Fritz, Dr. Peter Navolanic, Sevana Stepanian, David Casaburi, Shushanik Gabrielyan.

PNMA Finalists recognized

4 Orphans, Assistance League, Kiwanis, 
the Salvation Army, and even designing 
the Camp Colby Bridge. 

During the last three years of high 
school, Fritz participated in Marching 
Band as well as Jazz Band. For Marching 
Band, he was the Trombone Section leader 
his junior and senior years. In Jazz Band, 
however, he was a section leader during 
his sophomore, junior, and senior years. He 
was also president of Jass Band his senior 
year.

His on-campus activities include be-
ing an Oratorical usher, participant in Mr. 
Nitro, Extreme Sports club member, Make 
A Wish Foundation club member, and par-
ticipating in other activities such as sport 
and music.

Needless to say, Garrett Fritz is well 
deserving of this award. He has gone 
above and beyond the expectations of a 
high schooler, and will continue to do so 
throughout his life. He is a remarkable 
young man who is sure to go far in life.

Photo Courtesy of White’s Studios
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Academy of Culinary 
Education
Cindy Mendoza

Art Center College of Design
Elline Deogracias
Mane Panyan

Azusa Pacifi c University
Michelle Cuaresma
Stephanie Martinez
Frida Martinez-Guerrero

California Polytechnic 
State University, Pomona
Jaehee Lee
Ron Lencevicius
Arya Sinha

California Polytechnic 
State University, 
San Luis Obispo
Nicole Antoine
Isabel Rico

California State University, 
Fullerton
Eldrin Ferreras
Sagisag Rey Malaki
Hank Schmidt

California State University, 
Long Beach
Sarah Brockway
Narek Keshishyan

California State University, 
Los Angeles
Louisa Avagyan
Heather Aquino
Jazmin Guardado 
Jaime Fonth
Maria Lopez
Imani Story
Ornella Teyszyan
Jacob Varela
Sonny Boy LJ Viray
Ericson Yabut

California State University, 
Northridge
Christy Alvarez
Grey Cabrera
Rene Calvillo 
Stephanie Figueroa
Daisy Gonzalez
Arik Grigoryan
Timothy Lee
Valerie Luna
Sabrina Maldonado
Sean Morrissey
Annissa Perez
Jack Porras
Yves Ramirez
Pabasara Ranasinghe
Maricela Ruiz
Jeremiah Sabocor
Silvia Tonapetian
Madeleine Wills

California State University,
San Francisco
Jocelyn Guardado
Tiledia Sinaei

Chapman College
Justin French

Citrus College
Kevin Marroquin

Columbia College- Hollywood
Erica Perez
Kimberly Rodriguez

East Los Angeles College
Johnaton Williams

EDGE Performing Arts Center 
Internship
Claire Corpuz 

Glendale Community College
Ani Abramyan
Lorenzo Acebedo
Arsine Aghakhanyan
Hagop Akopian
Enya Alaan 
Adonis Aleksanian
Aram Aleksanyan
Levon Amyan
Tigran Ananyan
Luis Arellano
Serj Arsenian
Inesa Arutyunyan
Aleek Arzuman
Ejmin Avanesian
Gago Balasanyan
Dillon Bugarin
Roberto Campos
Vanessa Cen Basto
Danny Chilingirian
Angela Dawod
Antonio Garcia
Manuel Alejandro Gracias
Berj Ghazarian
Vehik Golabi
Antrias Hindoyan
Anahit Injighulyan
Navid Jamali
Marwa Kazimi
Sevag Kejejian
Katia Kevorkian
Naira Khalid
Kiah Kusch
Rebecca Legaspi
Ariel Lopez
Marylin Mahmoudi
Davit Martirosyan
Shadi Mehrahiani
Eric Minasian
Ella Mokhtarians
Mary Nacu
Luis Navarro
Nareh Nowrouzi
David Ovakimyan
Harutun Panosian
Alexandro Perez
Sevag Pilavian
Moses Pina
Juliet Rodriguez
Jose Ruiz
Gevork Sarkissian
Raymond Salinas
Arsen Sanamyan
Richard Sanchez
Carol Santiago
Arman Sargsyan 
Argin Sepanian
Boris Serobyan
Lyovik Serobyan
Vicken Shahbazian
Emin Shamshoian
Paulette Simonian
Lara Singzon
Laura Tabanyi
Teresa Tello
Ani Ter-Mkrtchyan
Hike Vardazaryan
Thaddeus Wilson
Aroutin Zargarian
Arman Zargarian

Grand Canyon University
Brandon Fuster
James Imperio
Anahit Injighulyan 
Marco Zamora

La Sierra University
Joseph Berano
Luis Rodas

Le Cordon Bleu
Kristopher Gaspar
Juan Guzman

Los Angeles City College
Melannie Lima

Los Angeles Valley College
Erica Andrews
Lara Thomas
Arman Zargaryan
Meruzhan Zargaryan

Loyola Marymount University
Alex Lee 

Mount St. Mary’s College
Angelica Llarena 

North-West College
Berenice Perez
Ulani Gutierrez

Orange Coast College
Jordan Murray

Pasadena Art Center of 
Design
Hamlet Ghazaryan

Pasadena City College
Angel Aguilar
Kenneth Alvarez
Suzie Azizbekyan
Patrick Bartolome
Amber Borillo
Mariam Boyajyan
Youssef Ebrahim
Aoife Ersoz
Oussama Fawaz
Derenik Hakoubian 
Olivia Rodriguez 
Clarissa Sie
Lara Singzon
Hayley Sneddon
Jason Te

Pepperdine University
Artak Arzumanyan

Santa Barbara City College
Jessica Ayala
Melissa Castellon
Annika Polanco
Arrika Polanco

Santa Monica College
Kaitlyn Mc Craw
Danny Vargas

University of California,
Berkeley
Doug Schowengerdt
Liam Spires

University of California, 
Irvine
Carl Altoveros
Aleen Atikian
David Casaburi
Donn Flores
Gevork Gabrielyan
Kellie Gong
Gyulnara Grigoryan
Andrea Guerra
Christina Hanna
Keith Ian Mateo
Klea Merkuri
Leanne Quon
Matthew Rayco
Katrena Sahakian

University of California, 
Los Angeles
Sarah Choi
Danielle Fabian
Sarah Gonzalez
Bianca Mallari
Sandy Sanchez
Sevana Stepanian

University of California, 
Riverside
Arman Aloyan
Ha Hyun Lee
Andrea Millan Arcila
Andrea Poma

University of California, 
San Diego
Ara Gevorkian

University of California, 
Santa Barbara
Keyan Aalam
Jose Camacho
Sally Cruz
Caroline Cubero
Saul Medina
Migelle Paolo Orobia 
Sally Paik
AJ Simpao
Colin Sneddon
Grace Tappin

University of Oregon
Lily Newman

University of Redlands
Tiffani Moorehead

Albion College 
(Michigan)
Ariella Ruiz

Carleton College 
(Minnesota)
Zobeida Chaffee-Valdes

Carnegie Mellon University 
(Pennsylvania)
Gabby Yanai

Georgia Institute of Technology 
(Georgia)
Garrett Fritz

Hawaii Pacifi c University 
(Hawaii)
Gracie Carrasco

Long Island University
(Brooklyn, New York)
Ciara Villanueva

Manhattan College
(New York)
Briana Johnson

New York University 
(New York)
Lucia Barriga

Reed College 
(Oregon)
Matthew Yancheff

School of Visual Arts 
(New York)
Miso Dam

Smith College 
(Massachusetts)
Grace Park

Syracuse University 
(New York)
Daniel Jung

University of Hawaii, Manoa 
(Hawaii)
Ysabella Espiritu

West Coast University
Mayram Martirosyan 

United States Air Force
Emmanuel Espinoza
Bryce Marquardt

United States Marine Corps
Ricardo Herrera
Christopher Kedjejian
Albert Markosyan
Levi Medina
Rafael Silva
Christian Tapia

United States Navy
Leilani Hernandez



Thoughts from the News Room- Classic Teen Movies

Mean Girls
BY DANNY CHILINGIRIAN

Mean Girls is a great movie that stars Lindsay Lo-
han as Cady Heron, a teenage girl moving to a public high 
school after a lifetime of homeschooling in Africa. Cady 
and her scientist parents move to Illinois where she gets 
to see how high school is compared to homeschooling in 
Africa. Cady joins a group of popular girls and learns the 
ways of high school and how popularity works. Cady’s 
new found friends are nicknamed “Plastics.” She joins 
the Plastics to fi gure out why they are so hated among the 
other students. 

This movie was hilarious and an amazing classic. 
There are multiple pranks involved in the fi lm, and shows 
how Cady changes throughout the movie from an average 
student to a popular student. In this movie you will basi-
cally see how a regular teenage high school student faces 
the tasks and sacrifi ces made to be in the life of popularity. 
There are a lot of messages this movie sends out, and it 
shows that popularity isn’t everything. People should just 
enjoy their high school adventure the way they want it to. 
Also, they show a lot of bullying, humiliation, and friend-
ships. 

I do have to say there is a lot of drama, but it really 
does make the movie better. A lot of people underrated this 
movie, but it is just a fun high school movie that is a must 
watch. I really enjoyed Mean Girls because it demon-
strates how high school really is. It was more of a realistic 
movie and you will have some laughs throughout it. If you 
like Lindsay Lohan as an actor then I would recommend 
for you to watch this movie because it is one of her better 
movies in my opinion.

We all know this classic high school movie, Grease: 
where two very different teenagers fall in love and try to 
fi nd a way to make it work. 

Danny, the leader of the T-Birds from Rydell High 
School, falls in love with Sandy, a girl from Australia, over 
the summer. They fi nd themselves stumped when they 
have to go back to live their own separate lives. However 
unbeknownst to Danny, Sandy stays in California and ends 
up at the same school as Danny. Once they fi nd out they 
can still be together, Danny tries to protect his tough guy 
reputation by dissing Sandy in front of his T-Bird Gang; 
Kenickie, Doody, Sonny, and Putzie. 

While Sandy fi nds herself confused and lost she fi nds 
comfort with the Pink Ladies; Rizzo, Frenchy, Marty and 
Jan. Sandy tries to fi nd a way to be with Danny again, and 
it turns into an on-and-off again relationship. Danny in-
vites her to eat, and their friends interrupt the whole date. 
They go to the big school dance together and make a great 
impression in the dance contest. However Cha Cha, a for-
mer dance partner of Danny’s, butts into their dance and 
leaves Sandy on the sidelines. Danny tries to apologize but 
ends up making things worse.

While all this is going on, both the Pink Ladies and 
T-Birds deal with their own issues, of rival gangs and typi-
cal teenage drama. Rizzo thinks she is pregnant, Frenchie 
drops out of high school, and the T-Birds face off against 
their rivals, The Scorpions. In the end, Danny and Sandy 
get back together and everyone solves their own issues.

There’s no doubt that this classic musical leaves ev-
eryone singing along and maybe even dancing. It captures 
many aspects of high school that teens can go through.

Freaky Friday has to be one of the movies that started 
it all. By all I mean the whole “switched bodies, this must 
be fate” idea. 

In Freaky Friday, Tess (Jamie Lee Curtis) and Anna 
Coleman (Lindsay Lohan), mother and daughter switch 
places after eating some “special” fortune cookies one 
night. They then have to swap lives and pretend, at best, 
that they can play each other roles in their everyday lives. 

Things get complicated when “Anna” is forced to go 
to school and gets caught in a cheating scandal plus ends 
up interacting with her crush even more. “Tess” is forced 
to go on a live TV show and do a presentation on her new 
best-selling book causing a huge ruckus, embarrassing 
“herself.” Then after both women are reunited, they re-
member that they must go to Tess’s rehearsal dinner.

Although this movie seems diffi cult to explain, it has 
a very important message for viewers. It starts off with a 
mother and daughter who can’t understand each other and 
don’t get along very well but as the movie progresses the 
two characters begin to sympathize with one another.

 Viewers may be confused as to why the two switched 
but if they pay close attention they will see that the wise 
old woman in the restaurant at the beginning of the movie 
sees the two bickering and decides it is her duty to make 
them appreciate each other.

This movie is one of the best “switched” movies 
and has to be one of the true originals. Switched movies 
have become much more popular ever since the release 
of this movie. Although there are now many more movies 
to choose from, Freaky Friday will always have a special 
place in my movie collection.

It has been thirty years since the initial release of John 
Hughes’ classic teen fi lm The Breakfast Club.

The Breakfast Club is about fi ve different students, 
each from different cliques in their high school, serving 
their Saturday in detention together. The students are An-
drew Clark, the athlete; Brian Johnson, the brain; John 
Bender, the criminal; Claire Standish, the princess; and 
Allison Reynolds, the basket case, all portrayed by differ-
ent members of the “Brat Pack.”

Surprisingly, everyone shows up and shows up on 
time. They are all supposed to spend their Saturday deten-
tion each writing an essay describing who they think they 
are. Instead, they get into various shenanigans all while 
trying to avoid getting caught by their evil principal, Dick 
Vernon.

Along the way, they all make surprising revelations, 
learn a little something about each other, realize that they 
all have more in common than they originally thought, 
and realize that they are more than what their stereotypes 
make them out to be. In the end, Brian writes a letter to 
the principal saying that the principal has already decided 
who they are: “a brain, an athlete, a basket case, a princess, 
and a criminal.” He signs off the letter as “The Breakfast 
Club.”

The movie is a classic for a reason. In a warm and fun-
ny way the movie manages to defy common stereotypes, 
and the movie is something that many teenagers feel that 
they can relate to.

After all these years, The Breakfast Club continues 
to remain a popular favorite among adults and teenagers 
alike.

High school senior Ferris Bueller decides to skip 
school on a spring day by faking an illness to his parents. 
He encourages his girlfriend, Sloane, and his worried best 
friend, Cameron, to spend the day in Chicago as one of 
their last journeys before they graduate and head off to dif-
ferent colleges. Ferris persuades Cameron to let them use 
his father’s restored Ferrari to pick up Sloane and travel 
into the city. The rest of the school and many residents 
learn of Ferris’ exaggerated illness and offer donations to 
help “Save Ferris.” 

However, only two people are not convinced by Fer-
ris’ deception: his sister, Jeanie, and the school principal, 
Edward Rooney, believing Ferris to be a truant student. 
Mr. Rooney does everything in his power to try to fi nd 
Ferris and catch him in the act. 

Rooney goes to all the hangouts Ferris can be found  
and even in his own home. He breaks into his house and 
Ferris’ sister catches him and thinks he is a burglar and 
calls the police on him. But Jeanie ends up getting in the 
slammer for prank calling.  

At the end of the day Cameron drops off Sloane fi rst, 
then rushes Ferris to beat his parents before they get home 
and fi nd out that he may or may not have faked sick and 
went on an adventure in the city with his friends. 

Honestly, if you have never seen Ferris Bueller’s Day 

Off as a high school student, you are missing out! The 
movie is really depicted on a day when a high school stu-
dent ends up playing sick and doesn’t go to school. Seri-
ously, if you haven’t seen this movie you should fi nd it 
and watch it.

Ferris Bueller’s Day Off
 BY ALESSANDRA GALLO

 Back to the Future, released in 1985, is easily a clas-
sic. It is about Marty McFly, a student in high school who 
is thrown back into to the 50’s when an experiment by his 
friend Doc Brown goes wrong. There, he encounters the 
young versions of his parents and must make sure that 
they fall in love or else he, along with his two siblings, 
will cease to exist. Along with that, he must somehow fi nd 
a way to get back to the future.

While trapped in the 50’s, he befriends his father, 
stands up to his father’s life-time bully, Biff, and acciden-
tally gets his mother to fall in love with him... You can 
only imagine how awkward that could be.

This fi lm includes action, adventure, comedy, and 
science fi ction. Many well-known actors star in this mov-
ie such as Michael J. Fox (Marty McFly), Christopher 
Lloyd (Doc Brown), Thomas F. Wilson (Biff Tannen), 
and Crispin Glover (George McFly). Each actor does a 
wonderful job portraying their character, which are all 
unique in their own way.

This is by far one of my favorite movies. I adore this 
fi lm because of the plot and setting. The storyline was un-
like anything for its time, so it was, and still is, extremely 
popular. Nowadays, there are tons of time-traveling mov-
ies but none of them compares to Back to the Future.

If you are a fan of science fi ction, action, and a tinge 
of comedy, this is defi nitely the movie for you. I have yet 
to encounter someone who says that they dislike this fi lm, 
so you can take my word for it. I can assure that anyone 
who watches Back to the Future will immediately fall in 
love with it… or at least with Marty McFly.
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Back to the Future
BY NATALIE RING

Grease
 BY VERONICA MIRELES

Freaky Friday
 BY SYDNEY SANCHEZ

The Breakfast Club
 BY GRACE PARK
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Clueless
BY GRACE PARK

Clueless, a modern-day adaptation of Jane Austen’s 
Emma, offers a satirical view on teen fi lms and a glimpse 
into the lives of wealthy Beverly Hills teens.

Cher, played by Alicia Silverstone, and Dionne, 
played by Stacey Dash, are two wealthy and popular teen-
agers and best friends living a glamorous life in Beverly 
Hills. Cher lives with her lawyer father and former step-
brother, Josh, and fancies herself a matchmaker, having 
already been successful with two of her previously lonely 
teachers. 

When a new student, Tai, arrives at their school, Cher 
sees this as the perfect opportunity to take Tai under her 
wing, give her a makeover, and introduce her to the ways 
of the popular crowd. 

But all her plans backfi re. Her matchmaking attempts 
with Tai fail, the boy that she liked turns out to be gay, and 
Tai’s popularity surpasses her own. After Tai confesses that 
she likes Cher’s stepbrother and they get into an argument, 
Cher feels “clueless,” eventually realizing her shallow 
ways and her romantic feelings for her former stepbrother. 
Cher decides to live more purposefully and sincerely, and 
Cher and Josh both admit their romantic feelings for one 
another.

The movie is funny, witty, and different from most 
teen fi lms. While the fi lm is not an extremely faithful ad-
aptation of Jane Austen’s famous novel, it still manages to 
do what Jane Austen has done in her novels, maybe more 
so than other adaptations; the fi lm manages to make fun of 
the characters at a distance while still sympathizing with 
them. And one can never forget the now famous “As if!”

In the movie Pretty in Pink there is a teenage girl 
named Andie who comes from a poor home, and is an out-
cast at school. She takes care of her dad, who is still a bit 
lost after being left by her mom years ago. To make ends 
meet and help her father out at home, she works at a record 
store after school. Then there’s Duckie. Duckie is her best 
friend who has secretly been in love with her since child-
hood. And fi nally, Blane, a popular rich kid who is inter-
ested in Andie despite the social pressure from his friends 
and all around in the school.. 

Blane eventually fl irts with Andie and asks her to a 
party, very much to Duckie’s disliking. Andie is initially 
very excited but feels out of place when Blane takes her 
to a party and his friends are less then welcoming. Despite 
the social unwelcoming from Blane’s friends, the pair 
leave and go to one of Andie’s favorite hangouts, a bar 
with live music. 

At the bar Duckie sees Andie and Blane and decides 
to teach Blane a lesson. Despite the social world differenc-
es the two want to make it work and Blane asks Andie to 
prom. Blane’s friend gets to him though and Blane backs 
out of taking Andie to prom. Andie decides to go anyway, 
and is met there by Duckie. They attempt to patch up a 
broken friendship.

The movie perfectly depicts cliques in school, so-
cially and racially divided. It also shows just how fast a 
friendship can go down the tubes because of a relationship 
or a guy/girl you like. Every girl and boy should watch 
this movie because it is literally high school itself. It really 
shows the truth about high school relationships in school 
and even after school.

If you are looking for a fi lm that perfectly captures 
the antics of high school, look no further. Fast Times at 

Ridgemont High’s setting may be set in the 80’s, but it still 
does a pretty good job at portraying a high schooler’s life 
to this very day. Sure, people may not be in the same situ-
ations as some of the characters are, but I am positive that 
at least a handful of people are able to relate, no matter to 
whom it may be to.

Whether it’s passing a class, getting their crush’s at-
tention, or simply fi tting in, the main characters each go 
through their own struggles. While capturing the natural 
humor of high school life, this movie also addresses seri-
ous topics such as abortion. Although Fast Times is about 
high school, it is meant for mature audiences. It includes 
semi-vulgar language, touchy subjects, and some sexual 
content. Even though this may be the case, the plot is 
strung together in such a way that the audience will be 
thoroughly amused throughout a majority, if not the en-
tirety, of the fi lm. 

In my opinion, I think that this is a great movie. It is 
quite comical and provides a feel for the audience of what 
high school was like during the 1980’s. One of the main 
characters, Jeff Spicoli, portrayed by Sean Penn, in one of 
his earliest fi lm roles, provides the audience with a ton of 
laughs with his dim-witted remarks and actions.

Fast Times at Ridgemont High is a classic that is able 
be watched over and over again. It is right up there with 
The Breakfast Club and Sixteen Candles. I recommend 
this fi lm for anyone who is searching to have a hearty 
laugh from a decent 80’s comedy. Trust me, you won’t re-
gret watching it!

Carrie was a great high school movie that starred Sis-
sy Spacek as Carrie White. Featuring many well known 
actors in this movie such as John Travolta and Amy Ir-
ving, the movie is based on a girl in high school who is 
constantly bullied and made fun of by her classmates and 
abused by her mother at home. 

Carrie is taunted at school. The most popular girl 
plays a prank on her that is just straight up cruel. There 
are many unusual things that start happening around Car-
rie which leads her to suspect that something is going on. 
She then realizes that she has strange powers. At the prom, 
Carrie has taken a change for the worst when things start 
to go bad and she unleashes her wrath. 

Carrie is a shy and pretty girl, but as a high school 
senior she is complicated such as most of the other kids. 
The power that she possesses is telekinesis, which allows 
her to manipulate things without actually touching them. 
She uses this to her advantage by hurting anyone who at-
tempts to harm her.

This movie was a complete horror fl ick with multiple 
twists and a shocking ending that will for sure surprise 
you. This is one of the best old school horror movies and 
reminds you of what a good scary movie actually is. There 
are a lot of potential scares thrown in to this movie. Even 
though it is so old, it uses some of the best tricks to frighten 
the audience. In this movie, you will see karma at its fi nest  
when it happens to the students that have picked on Car-
rie. I would personally tell everyone who is interested in 
horror movies to go and check this out, as it was a classic. 
Although there was a remake released recently, I advise 
you to watch the original. 

Sixteen Candles is a classic fi lm from the 80’s based 
on the life of teen Samantha Baker and the day everyone 
forgot her sixteenth birthday. 

The cast for Sixteen Candles is downright golden. 
Molly Ringwald (Samantha Baker) was the actress of the 
time and Michael Schoeffl ing (Jake Ryan) was the teenage 
heartthrob. 

Samantha goes through a series of unfortunate and  
extremely embarrassing events throughout the entire fi lm. 
She even goes to the school dance on her birthday only to 
get into some rather uncomfortable situations with a bunch 
of underclassmen.

 Ringwald’s character is easy to sympathize with be-
cause besides the issue of having her birthday being for-
gotten, she also has everyday teenage issues. She deals 
with looks, crushes, annoying underclassmen, parties, and 
the feeling of being forgotten.

Throughout the movie Samantha faces many diffi cul-
ties. She is in a somber mood for the majority of the fi lm, 
and rightfully so. She is overlooked due to her sister’s up-
coming wedding and feels she is the odd one out in her 
family dynamic. 

Also, this movie also has a very big romantic factor. 
One of the main supporting characters in the movie is Jake 
Ryan, Samantha’s big time crush. Samantha is completely 
dumbfounded in his presence. 

Sixteen Candles has to be one of my favorite fi lms 
of all time. It is funny, dramatic, and an absolute classic. 
When I think classic movie from the 80’s, Sixteen Candles 
is at the top of my list. 

16 Candles
 BY SYDNEY SANCHEZ

In the late 1970’s and early 1980’s, Jaime Escalante, 
a math teacher at Garfi eld High School decides its time to 
kick his students into shape. 

This all takes place in Los Angeles, and Mr. Escal-
ante has to deal with some very unruly kids at fi rst. His 
students appear as the typical version of Hispanic stu-
dents back then, cholos (gangsters) and slackers. Make 
no mistake there were students like that back then, but Mr. 
Escalante sees great potential in all of them. 

He begins with teaching them basic fractions and al-
gebra. Over the course of their junior year many of his 
students go through challenges in their own lives. They 
deal with relationships and family matters. One specifi c 
student, Angel Guzman, must make a choice between get-
ting an education or continuing his gangster life with his 
buddies. All of this continues throughout their summer 
when Mr. Escalante makes them come in every day to 
practice trigonometry. It also takes up their senior year 
when they come in early and leave late to practice cal-
culus. 

Once they take their AP Calculus exam they all re-
ceive a passing grade, which makes the school system 
suspicious that they cheated. They all have to take it again 
and they all still pass it with fl ying colors. In the end Mr. 
Escalante knows that he has done a remarkable thing for 
all his students. 

I fi rst watched this movie a few years ago and it 
turned out to be awesome because of the way it presents 
the actual lives of Mr. Escalante and his students. In case 
you’re wondering, this movie is based on a true story that 
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Stand and Deliver
BY VERONICA MIRELES

Pretty in Pink
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Fast Times at Ridgemont High
 BY NATALIE RING

Carrie
 BY DANNY CHILINGIRIAN
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Most Spirited

Mary
Hazlett 

Most Inspirational

Hector
Martinez 

Most Sarcastic

Jon
Keefer

Coolest Room

Hasmik
Simonyan 

Most Challenging

Holly 
Ciotti

“Chillest”

Pat
Lancaster

Most Old School

Alan
Eberhart

Most Considerate

Lisa
Keefer

 

Most Relatable

Soseh
Khachturian

Most Spontaneous

Peter
Gebeshian 

Most Likely to Have 
Been Prom Royalty

Most Mysterious

Christa
Bretz

Most Dramatic

Barbara 
Berent 

Most Creative

Nicoleta
Soris 

*actually she was the GHS Homecoming Queen 

her senior year!

 
Yana

Karibyan



Most Invested

Kelly

Palmer 

Most Likely to Have 

Been a Straight-A 

Student

Holly 

Ciotti 

Most Likely to 

Have Been a 

Musician

Amy

Rangel  

Most Likely to 

Have Been  an 

Athlete

Pat

Lancaster 

Most Likely to 

Have Been the 

Class Clown

Hector

Martinez 

Best Friend

Behrad

Hosseinzadeh 

Most Likely to 

Brighten Your Day 

Roy

Hon

Best Dressed

Roy

Hon 

Most Honest

Jon

Livingston

Underappreciated

Lisa

Keefer

Most Caffeinated

Alam

Eberhart 

Most Down 

to Earth

Hasmik

Simonyan

11
Most Invested
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Best Hair

Yana

Karibyan

Funniest

Jon

Keefer 
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FALL WINTER SPRING

Artak Arzumanyan was named 1st team 

All-CIF two years and, along with Manuk 

Piloyan and David Tiraturyan, helped GHS 

capture their fourth straight league title. 

The boys advanced to the CIF semifi nals. 

Arzumanyan will play at Pepperdine Uni-

versity in the fall.

Freshman tennis star Natalie Shamma 

was one of the brightest stars in the Pa-

cifi c League. She took second place in the 

league competition and helped the Lady 

Nitros to a third place fi nish in league play.

Coach Bob Davidson was voted as the 

league’s coach of the year.

Girls’ volleyball player Grace Tappin was 

named fi rst team all-area after leading GHS 

to the CIF playoffs. The Lady Nitros picked 

up a huge league win beating Burroughs.

Alex Miralis was named as the Pacifi c 

League co-Player of the Year after GHS 

took second place in the league in basket-

ball. Coach Steve Snodgress was voted 

as the league’s coach of the year.

Avo Haroutunyan was named the Pacif-

ic League Player of the Year after lead-

ing GHS to a second place fi nish in the 

league. GHS coach Artur Aghasyan was 

awarded as the league’s coach of the 

year. 

Sophomore Sammy Fabian has had a 

hit in every game of her high school soft-

ball career. Her total is up to 45 straight 

games. 

Sophomore Trenton Julian broke three 

school records (200 IM, 100 butterfl y, 

500 free.) He was GHS’s fi rst CIF cham-

pion in swimming since 1971 taking fi rst 

in the 100 fl y. His time of 49.39 earned 

him All-America honors. He also took 

All-America honors when he fi nished 

third at CIF in the 200 IM. His time was a 

dazzling 1:50.64.

Multi-sport star Tyler Lousararian was a 

key fi gure in the Nitros’ stunning 5-4 win 

over Crescenta Valley in baseball.

Junior Haykaz Melkonyan took fi rst place 

at the league championships in the dis-

cus (146’-6”) and the shot put (43’-3”).
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Daniel Jung had a steller senior season. 

The Dynamiters kept the Victory Bell with 

a 19-0 win over Hoover and picked up their 

fi rst win against Arcadia since 1991.

Girls’ water polo placed second in the 

league and was ranked in the CIF top 

10. Vehik Golabi, Rima Gasparyan, Lara 

Thomas, Lori Berberian (pictured) and 

Lisa Mekitarian were top players for the 

Lady Nitros.


