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•The Adelante Mujer Latina Conference will take place on May 16 at Pasadena City 
College. The purpose of the conference is to provide young women with the tools 
for personal and professional growth, challenge them to raise their expectations, pro-
mote leadership, and encourage them to pursue a post-high school education, so that 
they may achieve their goals and have a positive impact on their lives and the lives 
of others. All interested young ladies, please see Ms. Mendez in room 2128 for a 
permission slip. This event is sponsored by GUSD; it’s free! 

•Valentines day Grams are still for sale, buy one in the quad for $1. 

•Juniors start registering for SAT’s this coming spring. Visit your counselor’s offi ce 
for more information. 

•The UCLA Blood Drive is today in the small gym.

•Yearbooks can be purchased in the student store or online at glendalehigh.com.

This year’s Mr. Nitro 
is senior Luis Arellano 

In this year’s Mr. Nitro competition, 
there was a total of eight contestants par-
ticipating in the third annual pageant for 
senior boys at GHS. The participants were 
Nico Madden, Garrett Fritz, Kristian Buhl, 
Jacob Kavarian, Daniel Jung, Richard San-
chez, Anthony Cano, and Luis Arellano. 

The judges were Karin Bashian, An-
jel Besha, Hoover High School Principal 
Jennifer Earl, Kris Kohlmeier, Dr. Mason, 
Spiro Psaltis, and GUSD Superintendent 
Richard  Sheehan. An amazing amount of 
people had come to this year’s pageant, 
almost double the amount of last year’s 
turnout.

 The crowd was very excited to see 
each of the participants present them-
selves. The pageant started off with a photo 
shoot of each of the contestants in different 
poses. Afterwards, we saw each participant 
walk out on stage with their escorts. Every 
contestant performed a dance number that 
was simply entertaining. All throughout 

the show the audience was thoroughly en-
tertained by each contestants different ap-
proach to each category. For intermission, 
the Varsity Cheer team came out and gave 
the audience a well-prepared performance.  
Their routine went smoothly and they put 
on a good show. 

After that, it was time for the swim-
suit category, which clearly thrilled the 
audience to no end. Each contestant came 
out showing off their physiques and dance 
moves in hopes of swaying the judges. The 
Drill team All-Male also gave quite a per-
formance, showing off their talent. 

Near the end, the judges had to 
choose the top three contestants to go onto 
the fi nal round of the pageant. The three 
fi nalists were Kavarian, Cano, and Arella-
no. They had a round were a question was 
asked of each of the boys. They each an-
swered in a unique way giving the judges 
much to consider. 

After the second round of raffl es, the 
judges made their fi nal decision and Arel-
lano was crowned this year’s Mr. Nitro. 
Arellano was presented the crown by last 
year’s Mr. Nitro, Colin Sneddon. 

BY DANNY CHILINGIRIAN
Staff Reporter
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Senior contestants hold up the winner Luis Arellano in the third annual Mr. 
Nitro Pageant.

Drill team performs at 
Pasadena’s Rose Parade 

On New Year’s Day, Glendale 
High’s very own Drill team opened the 
2015 Rose Parade in Pasadena, Califor-
nia. 

They spent months in preparation 
and performed a routine choreographed 
by world-renowned choreographer, 
Michael Peña. This year’s parade was 
based on Inspiring Stories. 

The opening routine featured 100 
Glendale High students, 10 professional 
dancers, 12 trampolinists, and many 

BY SYDNEY SANCHEZ
Editor In Chief

drum line students from Arcadia High 
School. 

The Drill Team lead the entire fi ve 
and a half mile parade route parade until 
they reached the outskirts of Pasadena.  
The group was escorted by Drill Team 
director Kelly Palmer, GHS Principal 
Monica Makiewicz, and other coaches.

This event provided a chance for 
Glendale to be acknowledged on tele-
vision broadcasts. More than 750,000 
people lined the parade route and mil-
lions more viewed the parade on TV. A 
large and vocal group of Glendale High 
supported were cheering the group 
along the parade route.
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Drill Team members got a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to perform 
in the internationally acclaimed Tournament of Rose Parade on New 
Year’s Day in Pasadena.

39th Unconcert to be 
held tonight, tomorrow

GHS choir director Grace Sheldon-
Williams and her choir  groups are proud to 
present the 39th annual Unconcert entitled 
“The Grammys.” The performance will be 
held today and tomorrow at 7 p.m. in the 
John Wayne Performing Arts Center. 

Tickets are $12 without ASB or $10 
with ASB. ASB tickets are only sold in the 
choir room or at the door the night of. Only 
one ticket is allowed to be purchased per 
ASB card.

The order for the show is as follows; 
Counting Stars performed by A Cappella 
Choir, Refl ection by Franz Valerio, Banana 
Pancakes by Patrick Bartolome, Maroon 5 
Melody by Concert Glee with soloist Em-
ily Mulcahey, Paradise by Demiah Cseri, 
Not Like the Movies by Bianca Mallari 
and Kelly Boonkrong, Rolling in the Deep 
by Bell Choir, The Way I Am by Natalie 
Baroutgian, and Allela Ortin, Suit & Tie by 
A Cappella Choir, Grenade by Hripsime 
Baghdasarian, and Tribute to Queen by 
Chamber Choir.

The second act will include the follow-
ing groups and solos; We Run the World 
performed by the A Cappella Women’s 
Choir, I’m Not the Only One by Patrick 
Bartolome, Jaime Fonth, Brian Gutierrez, 
and Kian Sidi, It’s a Man’s World by Ga-
briela Munguia, Billionare by the A Cap-
pella Men Choir with soloists, Hence King, 
Michael Ral, Kian Sidi, and Mateo Morris, 
The Voice Within by Shanina Lavilla, Be-
neath You’re Beautiful by Allela Ortin and 
Brian Gutierrez, Pompeii by Concert Glee, 
Beautiful Disaster by Amanda Thlick, Val-
entine by Chamber Choir, Listen to Your 
Heart by Renee Paladini and fi nally The 
Time of My Life by A Cappella Choir.

The choreographers of Unconcert are 
Patrick Bartolome and A Cappella alumni 
Patrick Jose, Gasia Keuork, and Noelle 
O’Brien. Sheldon-Williams said, “The 
choirs are really looking forward to the per-
formances, including the annual Unconcert 
assembly attended by 1,400 elementary 
and middle school students. We have some 
amazing solos as well as awesome group 
numbers this year!” This is the 22nd year 
younger students have been invited to GHS 
to see a preview of the show.

BY VERONICA MIRELES
Entertainment Editor
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OPINION

Under pressure
Students across the globe are all faced with the same 

issue: academic pressure. For some, it’s maintaining a 4.0 
grade point average and getting into an Ivy League college. 
For others, it’s the struggle of obtaining enough credits to 
graduate high school. Either way, we still struggle with a sub-
stantial amount of stress and pressure to do better in school.

In today’s world, your intelligence is determined 
by a letter grade you receive in class or on a report card. 
Because of that silly letter, the mentality of many peo-
ple, especially adults, is changed. It is understandable 
that parents wish for their children to do well in school. 
However, what adults fail to realize is that if their child 
happens to do poorly on a test, it does not mean that 
the child is ignorant. Some students are just at different 
levels of understanding than others. For instance, a stu-
dent could study all night and do extra work in order to 
prepare for a test yet still fail, while another forgets to 
study and manages to pass the test with flying colors.

Along with the pressure of meeting their parents’ 
standards, students are also worried that colleges may 
not accept them if they do not have straight A’s. Yes, it 
is true that having straight A’s would give you an advan-
tage, but it is not necessary for all schools. Depending on 
which college you are planning on attending, the stan-
dards vary. Some colleges will accept students with C’s 
or D’s in certain classes, depending on what their majors 
are. However, colleges like Stanford have a very strict 
grade policy. They only want to admit the best of the best.

Although school might seem to be the cause of all 
your stress and academic pressure, external factors play a 
big role in it as well. Being distracted by electronics, friends, 
family, or even a really great book can take time away from 
studying. Once in a while, everyone deserves a break. 
However, it’s one thing to take an occasional five minutes 

to collect your thoughts, and another to blow it off entirely.
A huge factor that contributes to academic pressure is 

procrastination. Most people, myself included, tend to pro-
crastinate until the last minute to finish assignments, even 

if they are given a month or so to complete it. Even though 
it’s tempting to delay your work until the day before it’s due, 
you really shouldn’t. From my personal experience, leaving 
assignments until the last minute stresses me out more than 
when I do them ahead of time. Plus if you do them ahead 
of time, you no longer have to worry about completing it!

Continuous studying can be just as bad as not 
studying at all. It may seem as if staying up until three 
in the morning cramming for a final is a good idea, but 

it really isn’t. Putting your studies before sleep the night 
before a test will only make you exhausted the follow-
ing day. “I drink coffee in the morning, I’ll be fine!” you 

say. But little do you realize is that once the caffeine 
wears off, your energy level will slowly decrease, caus-
ing you to become tired. If you have the urge to sleep 
during a test, chances are that you will not do as well 
as you had hoped because you were not fully focused.

Rather than torturing yourself with the weight of 
schoolwork on your shoulders, try to maintain a decent 
study habit. Time management is very important. Without 
it, you could be stuck completing things at the last minute, 
or worse, not doing it at all and relying on a friend to copy 
from. You do not need to be studying 24/7, but it is a good 
idea to put in a few minutes here and there. If you know 
that there is a test or assignment due the following week, 
study a little each day so you are not drowning in your 
studies. If you happen to feel yourself becoming over-
whelmed, never hesitate to stop and take a breather. But 
if you do pause from studying, be sure that it isn’t for too 
long so you are able to jump right back in without an issue. 

NATALIE RING

STAFF EDITORIAL

In the 1950s, racism was widespread in Amer-
ica, and the city of Pasadena was no exception.

Joan Williams was named “Miss Crown City” in 1957, 

a title given to one City Hall employee who would appear 
and civic ceremonies and who would ride on the city float 

during the annual Rose Parade. It was an honor similar to 
the Rose Queen today. But when it became known that she 
was an African-American, the title was taken away from her.

The City of Pasadena then claimed that she could 
not ride on a float because the City of Pasadena did not 

include one in the parade as too 
many others were already entered.

Jet magazine reported in 1959: 
“For when word spread that light-
complexioned Mrs. Williams was a 
Negro, fellow employees in the mu-
nicipal office where she works as an 

accountant-clerk suddenly stopped 
speaking to her. And Mrs. Williams did 
not ride on a float, because the City of 

Pasadena neglected to include one in 
its own parade. Too many others were 
already entered, explained an official.”

But Williams, now 82, nev-
er believed it. The city had even 
paid for her portrait to be taken 
with her wearing a tiara, gown, 
and corsage before the discovery.

In 1957, Williams and her fam-
ily had recently moved to Pasade-
na and she worked for Pasadena’s 
Department of Water and Power. 
She was not aware of a Miss Crown City competition 
until her colleagues nominated her for the position.

Williams was light-skinned so people never sus-
pected that she was African-American, that is, un-

Redemption for Miss Crown City
til a reporter for the Pasadena Daily Independent 
met her dark-skinned husband, children, and fam-
ily when he stopped by her home for an interview.

Her fellow employees stopped speaking to her. The 
mayor refused to take a picture with her at an annual 
employees’ picnic at Brookside Park. She was not al-
lowed to cut the grand opening ribbons for Sears, J. W. 
Robinson, and other businesses, which was a privilege 
that was promised her when she won Miss Crown City.

In 2014, Pasadena city mayor Bill Bogaard con-
tacted Williams and invited her to 
lunch after he heard her story and 
has sent her an official apology, 

something that was long overdue.
Tournament of Roses executive 

director Bill Flinn was asked to find 

a float that Williams could ride on, 

and her story was particularly fitting 

with the theme Inspiring Stories. She 
was also named 2014 Woman of the 
Year by a local health organization.

In 1956, Pasadena native 
Jackie Robinson retired from Ma-
jor League Baseball, and in 1957, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke at the 
California Institute of Technology. 

But segregation and racial ten-
sion were still big issues in Pasa-
dena. The Civil Rights Act would 
not be enacted until 1964, and Pasa-
dena’s public schools did not deseg-
regate under court order until 1970.

But fast forward to today, and racism is still wide-
spread. Events in Ferguson and New York have brought 
these issues to attention. While Williams’ story may have 
had a happy ending, the story of racism is far from over.
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Joan Williams, 82, with her por-
trait as Miss Crown City.

Natalie Ring is the news editor of Explosion.



Thoughts from the News Room

The Wedding Ringer
BY DANNY CHILINGIRIAN

The Wedding Ringer may have been one of the best 
movies I have seen in a while. This movie features the 
amazing actor and comedian, Kevin Hart. He portrays 
Jimmy Callahan, a man you call when you need a best 
man. Doug Harris, played by Josh Gad, is in need of help 
for his wedding, so he calls Jimmy to his rescue. 

Jimmy has a big job on his hands and must call more 
people to behave as Doug’s friends for his wedding. Doug 
is a bit socially awkward and needs help in many differ-
ent areas, such as his dance moves. He must also get to 
know his groomsman and make it seem as though they 
have been friends for a while. 

One of my favorite parts in the film is when he shows 
their “adventures” and where they have been to as friends. 
His job is to act like he has been best friends with his cli-
ents and help them out with everything during the wedding 
as the fake best man. 

What made this film so amazing is the actors that are 
playing it who are just natural comedians. Also, Kevin Hart 
and Josh Gad both go in sync with their jokes and make 
a perfect match to be in this movie together. Some scenes 
were funnier than the others, but you will not be able to 
stop laughing throughout the entire movie. I almost had 
tears streaming from my eyes from laughing too hard. The 
adventures they go through are really crazy and show just 
how much fun they really have with Jimmy’s services. 

Overall, this was one of the funnier comedy movies 
that I have watched in a long time. It really shows what 
these actors are capable of, but also shows how good of a 
performance they can give by entertaining us.

In the third film of the series, Liam Neeson once again 
plays Bryan Mills who must do whatever it takes to protect 
his family. There are many twists and turns in this action 
packed movie that leave the audience sitting at the edge of 
their seats.

Bryan’s ex-wife, Lenore, is now married to another 
man by the name of Stuart St. John. Lenore, Bryan, and 
their daughter Kim are still close as a family, however, 
Stuart is not too fond of that. After Stuart tells Bryan to 
back off from Lenore, Bryan ignores him and later on goes 
to his home to find Lenore dead. Once the police blame 
Bryan for murdering her, he flees and uses his close friends 
and highly impressive skills to track down the killer.

Meanwhile, Bryan stays in contact with his daughter 
Kim to protect her from the police and the killer. After 
many car chases, crashes and explosions, Bryan finds out 
that a ruthless man named Malankov had apparently killed 
Lenore for an unpaid debt from Stuart. After hunting down 
Malankov, Bryan finds out that it was actually Stuart who 
hired Malankov to kill Lenore. Bryan goes after Stuart 
who takes Kim hostage. Kim and Bryan work together to 
take down Stuart and let the justice system take care of 
the rest. In the end, it is very clear that there will be yet 
another movie because Bryan promises revenge on Stuart 
who will soon be released.

Overall, I believe this movie is pretty intense, maybe 
a little too intense for my taste. There were non-stop chas-
es and gunshots, which were rather extreme. I did like the 
exciting twist that was revealed in the middle and end of 
the movie, which I will not spoil for you. This is definetly 
not the end and promises for another exciting film.

Fall Out Boy has finally come out with their sixth 
album, American Beauty/American Psycho. After their 
previous album Save Rock and Roll and the three year hia-
tus they took, their new music style has definitely taken 
a turn on the band’s rock image. This album has changed 
the bands “punk rock” image and has gone on the path of 
electronic beats and hip-hop style sounds. 

American Beauty/American Psycho features songs 
such as Centuries, which was the album’s first released 
single. Uma Thurman, a song that the lead singer, Pat-
rick Stump, mentions in an interview, is a based off of the 
television show theme, The Munsters. Another of their hit 
songs, Immortals, was just recently featured in the new 
Disney movie, Big Hero 6.  The song has a very similar 
beat to the tunes  of bands such as Bastille and Imagine 
Dragons. It sounds as though those bands could have pos-
sibly aided Fall Out Boy with this album. 

Although the album has rhythmic beats and catchy 
songs on it, AB/AP was definitely different than any of the 
band’s other albums. All in all, American Beauty/Ameri-

can Psycho was very well put together and well written. 
In my opinion, the album was very entertaining to lis-

ten to. The beats made me want to get up and dance my 
heart out. Personally, I love the new style that Fall Out 
Boy has been transitioning in to. Although the rock im-
age of the band will be missed, I think the pop image will 
definitely grow on all of the fans. 

I would recommend this album to anybody who lis-
tens to upbeat music, pop, and of course, Fall Out Boy. 

To promote the album, Fall Out Boy will be going on 
a U.S. headlining tour sometime in 2015.

In 1965, a group of activists, led by Martin Luther 
King, Jr., marched from Selma to Montgomery, leading to 
the passage of the Voting Rights Act that year. Selma is a 
powerful and inspiring film about this movement and the 
tumultuous era it took place in.

Selma starts off in 1964, when Dr. King was awarded 
a Nobel Peace Prize. The film then shows the 16th Street 
Baptist Church bombing, Annie Lee Cooper being denied 
the right to register to vote by a racist white registrar, and 
President Johnson and Dr. King’s negotiation, with John-
son unwilling to pass legislation eliminating discrimina-
tory voting procedures. A few marches follow, each with 
brutal clashes between the marchers and the police, before 
the march from Selma to Montgomery begins.

While the film doesn’t encompass all of  his life and 
accomplishments, it does manage to bring to the screen the 
nature of the work and the spirit of Dr. King. This is partly 
due to David Oyelowo’s performance, as he embodies 
King’s strengths, doubts, passions, and flaws. The rest of 
the cast provides strong support. The movie carries itself 
with enough raw emotion and passion to avoid sounding 
moralizing or didactic, and it doesn’t paint King as a per-
fect figure either, showing his more controversial aspects.

But this film is not just about King but about all those 
who took part in the events of the 1965 marches. The film 
shows the struggles, triumphs, tactics, mistakes, and vari-
ous personalities of those who made this happen, with or-
dinary people ascending to greatness.

The film also came with great timing. With racial 
clashes still happening today, the film couldn’t resonate 
more deeply.

The Woman in Black 2, a British horror film, does not 
compare to what it was hyped up to be. As usual, the se-
quel to the first movie was quite a let down. The movie re-
lied solely on jump scares. It had absolutely no substance 
behind the plot and it was confusing all the way through. 
The characters were confusing and it was very hard to dif-
ferentiate between the “good” characters and the “bad” 
characters.

The special effects were awful and the film was just 
plain boring. It was so mediocre and it was the type of 
movie that can only hold viewers attention for about five 
minutes at a time. While watching the movie I had an im-
mense amount of time to brainstorm about anything, and 
scroll through my phone continuously. 

The actors that were cast for this movie were very 
fake and did not deliver. Their emotions were completely 
off and they made it so hard to understand what was hap-
pening in the movie at all times. This movie did not coro-
late with its previous installment and the plot left viewers 
in a confused, uninterested daze. 

Being someone who is not extremely fond of scary 
movies, this was a complete waste of time. It was a cheesy, 
stupid, pretend “horror” film. It was not the kind of film 
that thrills you and gives you nightmares for a week. No, 
This movie was hilarious, as in awful. It was the worst 
“scary” movie I have ever seen.

To this day, I literally do not know what was hap-
pening during the entire film. The synopsis that comes up 
when this movie is looked up has nothing to do with what I 
saw in the theater. I would never reccomend this movie. 

The Woman in Black:Angel of Death
BY SYDNEY SANCHEZ

As of January 16, 2015, Blackhat was brought to the 
big screen. The movie stars Viola Davis, who portrays 
a federal agent, and heartthrob Chris Hemsworth, who 
takes on the role of Nick Hathaway, a convicted hacker. 
Together, the duo spends their time chasing after anony-
mous perpetrators that hacked a Hong Kong nuclear plant 
and the Mercantile Trade Exchange in Chicago. Overall, 
the film was not interesting, the actors were not suited for 
their roles, and the plot could have been executed better.

Personally, I did not care for the movie too much. I 
watched the trailer beforehand, and it did not spark my 
interest. I was hoping that watching the movie would 
change my mind, but sadly, it did not. A majority of the 
time my opinion changes during or after the film, but this 
time I wasn’t so lucky.

Both Hemsworth and Davis are wonderful actors, 
but they probably were not the best choices for this mov-
ie. Hemsworth’s character was sort of dull compared to 
his role in Thor. Davis’ character, like Hemsworth, was 
not as interesting as she could have been. She was more 
entertaining as her character, Aibileen, from The Help.

Lastly, it was an interesting concept for a movie, but 
it was executed poorly. Something about the film was 
just so uninteresting to me. The director, Michael Mann, 
could have done a far better job. He is better known for 
his films Heat (1995) and Hancock (2008).

Honestly, the movie was not as terrible as I make it 
out to be. It was just a tad bland for my taste. But if you 
are a fan of drama and crime, then this is definitely the 
movie for you. 
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Taken 3
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American Beauty/American Physco
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said. He has played all of his four years for 
the Nitros.  He has an extreme amount of 
Nitro pride saying, “This is a great school, 
I’m happy to be here.”  The awards con-
tinue to roll in for Piloyan. He is the league 
MVP, the News-Press Area MVP, and has 
been named to the 1st team All-CIF team 
for the past three seasons. Last year he was 
named to the All-Southern California squad 
and this year hopes to be included when the 
All-America teams are announced in the 
spring. “To be an All-American,” he said, 
“it would mean a lot to me.  My dad would 
be really proud.”

Piloyan stands 6 feet 2 inches tall and 
is among the fastest swimmers in the his-
tory of the school. He takes practice very 
seriously. He’s in the water 5-6 times a 
week for two hours a day and he doesn’t 
slack-off for any of it. “It’s a very tough 
sport, it takes skill.”

It seems as though water polo runs in 
his blood because his father played water 
polo professionally in Russia.  Piloyan says 
his family is very supportive, especially his 
father who pushes him to be a better player, 
“I wouldn’t be where I am today without 
him.”  Going into the future, he sees him-
self following in his father’s footsteps as a 
professional water polo player in Europe.  

Manuk Piloyan is a senior at Glendale 
High and is one of the Nitros’ best water 
polo players.  With a season containing 25 
games, Manuk has alone scored an impres-
sive 105 goals while experiencing double 
and triple teams by opponents in every 
game. Last season he was a key member 
of the Nitros squad that won their first 

CIF Division championship. This year, the 
team was defeated in the CIF semifinals. 

In league play, Piloyan’s Dynamiters have 
sported an overall record of 31 wins and 
one loss in his four seasons and captured 
four league titles.

Some say that out of all the skills it 
takes to play water polo, a good player 
may only need one. In Piloyan’s case he 
has them all.  “He has size, speed, quick-
ness and an unbelievably accurate shot,” 
said GHS athletic director Pat Lancaster. 
“Manuk is a once in a generation player.” 

Piloyan started his passion for water 
polo at the age of 10.  Years later, coming 
to GHS, he started off his freshmen year 
playing on the varsity. “I don’t see myself 
playing other sports out of the water,” he 

Senior Manuk Piloyan was the leading scorer for the Dynamiters. He was 

named Pacific League Player of the Year, News-Press Area Player of the 

Year and for the third yyear was picked to the first-team All-CIF team.

Manuk Piloyan to go pro

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

BY ANDREA SMICE

STAFF REPORTER

number one in the league. The boys varsity 
team did their best during the game, but 
suffered a tough 71-52 loss. 

On Jan. 20, the team went up against 
CV and took a 79-66 loss after their previ-
ous two game win streak. Three days later, 
the Nitros went up against Hoover High 
and defeated them, 85-71. 

The momentum during the Hoover vs 
Glendale game must have given them high 
hopes. The team then went on a five game 

winning streak against Burroughs, Pasa-
dena, Arcadia, Muir and Burbank.

Two nights ago, the boys players had 
revisited CV and lost once again, this time 
the loss was 65-58. 

Tonight GHS takes on our hometown 
rivals, the Tornadoes, in hopes of either 
capturing their first league title since 1994 

or finishing in second place. Overall, both 

Glendale and Hoover have had good sea-
sons. Hoover is coming off a 72-70 over-
time win against Burroughs and has the 
same overall record as Glendale with 14 

wins and nine losses, Hoover High also has 
14 wins but nine losses.

The game will cost $5 for students.

Today is the last game of the regular 
season. The varsity boys’ basketball team 
plays Hoover High at 7 p.m. in their gym.

The team is currently in second place 
in the Pacific League standings behind 

Pasadena. 
The GHS team is led by Alex Miralis, 

with 16.1 points with at least 10 rebounds 
a game and Raffi Jivalagian at 15.6 points 

per game and eight recbounds per game.  
Eric Kirakosian contributes 11 points per 
game, and Bobby Ekimyan puts in 8.4 

points per game. Tyler Lousararian and 
Eddie Uluchyam have also contributed to 
the Nitros’ success through their defense 
and all around play. Arthur Khashadourian 
and Ariel Lopez have been instrumental off 
the bench this season, according to coach 
Steve Snodgress. 

In the Nitros’ first league game, they 

battled Burroughs and won the game 64-

52 in double overtime. Two days later, the 
team played Pasadena, who is currently 

Bobby Ekimyan has been a driving force for the Dynamiters in their run for 

the Pacific League championship. A win tonight against Hoover, and GHS 

could possibly share their first league championship since 1994.

Boys’ basketball chases 
elusive league crown
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BY ALESSANDRA GALLO

SPORTS EDITOR

After a 3-1 win over Crescenta 

Valley on Tuesday, the Nitros play 

today at Hoover for a chance at 

second place. The match starts at 

3:30 
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Girls’ soccer picked up wins against 

Muir and Pasadena and ties against 

Hoover and Burroughs. They play 

host to the Hoover Tornadoes to-

day at 3:30.
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The girls play today for the league 

title against CV at 5:30 at Burbank 

High. If they win, it will be the first 

championship for the girls since 

2003.
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Girls Basketball sits in fifth place 

in league after close losses to Bur-

roughs, Burbank, and Crescen-

ta Valley. Today, GHS travels to 

Hoover for a 5:30 game.
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