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Variety Show wows
On Nov. 20 and 21, the Glendale High  

Dance Team hosted the school-wide annual 
talent show in the John Wayne Performing 
Arts Center. The show consisted of dance 
routines, singing acts, an admin routine, 
drama, and much more. 

Danielle Fabian, who sung “Stay With 
Me” by Sam Smith along with Maddy 
Wills and Luis Arellano, said she enjoyed 
this Variety Show because there were a va-
riety of different acts.

Drill team danced to numbers from 
High School Musical such as, “You Are the 
Music In Me,” “Stick to the Status Quo,” 
and “Prom.” Singing acts featured a duet 
from Clarissa Sie and Arielle Davalos, and 
soloists Inesa Arutyunyan, Allela Ortin, 
Francis Evangelista, Andrea Velazquez, 
Adonis Aleksanian, and JC Aguilar. Marco 

Zamora and Pauline Saligumba performed 
a spoken word piece, and Alexander Paez 
who performed on the piano.

 Junior Eli Pajulas, who attended the 
show on Friday night, says, “my favorite 
act was Inesa’s singing of “Part of Your 
World,” because she sung exactly like the 
Disney mermaid!” Other highlights includ-
ed Drill Team with football, All Male with 
cheer, drama, chamber choir, and drum-
line.

 A crowd favorite was the GHS ad-
ministrators who sung “Tulsa Time” with 
Dr. Mark Brown on the piano, Jazz Band 
played along while the drill team danced 
through the crowds. 

The show ended with a curtain call 
with the entire cast singing “We’re All in 
This Together.”

Drill team’s next show will be on Jan. 
14 which is the GHS Winter Showcase 
(Across the Universe) at 7 p.m.

BY MISO DAM

News Editor

Instrumental Music hosts 
annual Winter Concert

On Thursday, Dec. 4, the GHS In-
strumental Music Department held its an-
nual Winter Concert in the John Wayne 
Performing Arts Center. It featured many 
traditional and contemporary Christmas 
songs in which all the music classes took 
part in. 

The Marching Band opened up the 
show with “Jingle Bell Rock.” The Jazz 
Band then performed “Baby, It’s Cold 
Outside,” “Away in a Manger,” and “Win-
ter Wonderland.” String Orchestra played 
“Faeries,” “Swan Lake,” and “Brazilian 
Sleigh Bells.” 

Symphonic Orchestra continued on 
with “Waltz of the Flowers” and “A Most 
Wonderful Christmas.” Concert Band 
then took the Stage with “American Bell 
Carol.” The Burbank Community Band 
and their conductor Paulette Westphal per-
formed “At Dixieland Funeral” and then 

joined Concert Band to perform “Hark 
the Herald Angels Swing” and “Amparito 
Roca.”  That night the GHS Music Depart-
ment also held their fi rst annual silent auc-
tion coordinated by Sarkis Ohanian. Many 
items were donated by friends and family 
of the music students and by some of GHS 
director Amy Rangel’s friends as well. 

These items included gift baskets, cus-
tom Nitro sportswear, musical lessons, gift 
cards and much more. All the family mem-
bers, friends, and even teachers in the audi-
ence were invited to bid on, and possibly 
win, any of the items offered. 

Rangel, the music director at Glen-
dale High School, had this to say, “We did 
very well, much better than expected.” She 
also had a few words to say about the per-
formance with the Burbank Community 
Band, “It was amazing to see my students 
play alongside senior citizens. It defi nitely 
raised the level of musicality.” 

Rangel worked hard with all her stu-
dents throughout the semester to prepare 
for this event.

On Friday, Dec. 5, the Glendale High School VAPA department hosted its 
annual Winter Assembly. This assembly included performances from the 
A Cappella Choir, Symphonic Orchestra, Jazz Band, Concert Band, and 
Marching Band. Directors Amy Rangel and Grace Sheldon-Williams led 
them. 

NEWS
IN BRIEF

* Winter Break will begin on Dec. 19 and school will resume on Jan. 7.

* The fi nals schedule is as follows:
12/16- Per. 1 (8 a.m. until 10 a.m.) and Per. 2 (10:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.)
12/17- Per. 3 (8 a.m. until 10 a.m.) and Per. 4 (10:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.)
12/18- Per. 5 (8 a.m. until 10 a.m.) and Per. 6 (10:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.)

* Senior portraits must be taken by Saturday, Dec. 20 to be included in the yearbook. Con-
tact whites-studios.com to make an appointment. Senior quotes are due to the yearbook 
room (6110) ASAP. They can also be emailed to Mr. Lancaster at plancaster@gusd.net. 

* Buy a yearbook. Memories for a lifetime. The perfect holiday gift. Available online at 
www.glendalehigh.com

* The Homecoming King was Daniel Jung and the queen was Shushanik Gabrielyan.

* Congratulations to the three winners of the GHS Poetry Out Loud contest: Amira 
Al-Hadeed, Luis Arellano, and Gabriela Valencia. They will all compete in the GUSD 
district-wide contest on Dec. 16.  

* Juniors and seniors do you speak another language? Armenian, Spanish, Tagalog, Ara-
bic, Korean, Russian? Now is the time to show off your bilingual skills and earn a medal 
for Graduation.  Sign up to take the Bilingual Competency Exam in room 4113.  The 
deadline to apply is today, don’t be left out.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
Last year’s Mr. Nitro pageant winner Colin Sneddon is lifted up by the 
other contestants. Applications for the 2015 Mr. Nitro are due Monday, 
Dec. 15. There is an informative meeting today at lunch in the ASB room 
6202.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Inesa Arutyunyan performed at the annual Variety Show. She sang “Part 
of Your World” from the hit movie “The Little Mermaid.”

Photo Courtesy of Les Wigger



OPINION

Immigration

During the past few years, problems with immigra-

tion into the United States have escalated signifi cantly. 
What I don’t understand is why? The United States was 

built by immigrants. What does being an “American” 
mean, anyway? It can’t possibly mean that your family 

has been here from the start of the United States, because 

if that’s true, then only the descendants of the founding 

fathers and those of the original Native American tribes 
qualify for this special status. Being an American is just a 
way of thinking, in my opinion. Even the founding fathers’ 
families came from Europe, so does that mean that they 
aren’t “true Americans”? Is anyone a “true American”? 

I think that laws regarding entering the United 

States have become way too extreme. Immigration of 
people from other countries creates diversity. Without 
diversity, the entire basis and foundation of the Unit-

ed States would fall apart. We pride ourselves on be-
ing the most diverse country in the world and being the 

land of the free, but are we really living up to this title? 

I don’t think there is anything sadder than seeing a 

small child from a third world country who has walked 

thousands of miles, who has ridden trains, and risked his 

life to reach this part of the world, only to be rejected entry 
in to the country and be treated as if he is less than human. 
There have been multiple cases and accounts where border 

patrol has been unjust and treated immigrants inhumanely.
 In Texas, there have been cases where children, such 

as 11-year-old Sixta, were brought to tears at the memory 

of being held in the immigrant holding cells known as “las 
hieleras,” which translates to “the freezers.” She said, “I 
suffered a lot in la hielera,” and claims to still have night-
mares, waking up in terror at night thinking she is still there.

What is most shocking to me about the situation 

we have with the neighboring countries below us is that 

some of them even use our currency. Countries such as 
El Salvador use the dollar now, rather than the colón, 
which is their native currency. Obviously, the countries 
didn’t intentionally steal millions of dollars from the 

United States and start passing them out throughout the 

country. No, the United States has at different times oc-
cupied these countries and has given them our currency. 

We benefi t from the poverty in these countries and 
while we are here in America constantly complaining 
about our favorite cereals being out of stock, there are 

children crossing treacherous rivers and starving to death.  
Big name corporations such as Calvin Klein even own fac-
tories in these countries to exploit the people there and 

get cheap labor. These factories are run like sweatshops 
and pay far below the United States’ minimum wage.

Films such as To the North have documented the long 

journey from Central and South American countries and 
the struggles that come with it  and  have emphasized 
and given all Americans a way to see how lucky and 
pampered we are compared to those in other countries.

Why must we be so selfi sh? We have more than 
enough to go around. Wouldn’t more people in the 
United States mean more income, which in turn would 

lead to more tax money? We can’t simply forget about 

the children in these countries because all children are 

the future of the world, not just American children.  
All children deserve to live a clean and healthy 

life, not having to constantly worry about where their 

next meal is coming from. I think a solution to our im-
migration problem would be to either assist these 

countries or to welcome them into our territory. It’s 
not fair that we reap the benefi ts while they do all the 
hard work for us. This issue cannot go on forever.

Sydney Sanchez is the editor-in-chief of Explosion.

SYDNEY SANCHEZ

STAFF EDITORIAL

It’s the same story every year. Students get accepted 
in to college. They’re all done with college admissions. 
They have almost reached the end and they feel tempted to 

slack off. A’s fall to D’s and F’s, and multiple AP courses 
are dropped. For many students, senior year is that time in 
their high school career when they can fi nally blow off their 
classes and coast their way to the end of the year and grad-

uation. Senioritis happens to many students, and while it 
sounds appealing, it can have some negative consequences.

Everyone has heard those horror stories about a 
student who got into college only to have their admis-

sions revoked after a poor academic performance dur-

ing their senior year. These instances are rare, but 
in some cases, a severe drop in grades and a lack of 

rigor in courses can make colleges reconsider the stu-

dents’ admissions and rescind their offers of admission. 
Colleges look at students’ records and their fi -

nal transcripts and expect them to maintain the same 

level of achievement as they had when the offer of ad-

mission was made. They expect good grades and a cer-
tain level of rigor in their classes, as well as academ-

ic commitment and course completion. If that same 
level of achievement is not maintained throughout their 

high school career, then admissions may be revoked.
Colleges may also send a warning letter, ask-

ing for an explanation for the lowering of grades. Tex-
as Christian University sends letters such as this to 
about 100 accepted students who let their grades slip:

Dear Joe:
We recently received your fi nal high school tran-

script. While your overall academic background con-
tinues to demonstrate the potential for success, we are 
concerned with your performance during the senior 
year, particularly in calculus. University studies are 
rigorous and we need to know that you are prepared to 
meet T.C.U.’s academic challenges. With this in mind, 

Why senioritis is a bad idea
I ask that you submit to me, as soon as possible but no 
later than July 31, 2012, a written statement detailing 
the reasons surrounding your senior year performance.

Joe, please understand that your admission to T.C.U. 
is in jeopardy. If I do not hear from you by the above date, I 
will assume you are no longer interested in T.C.U. and will 
begin the process of rescinding your admission. Please 
realize that your personal and academic successes are 
very important to us. I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
Raymond A. Brown , Dean

Other schools have taken action too. The Univer-
sity of Colorado Boulder rescinded admission for 45 
accepted students, 10 of whom had already attended 

orientation, chosen classes, or met roommates. The Uni-
versity of Michigan sent 62 warnings, 180 requests for 

an explanation, and 9 letters revoking admission. The 
University of Washington revoked 23 students’ accep-

tances during the summer because of poor fi nal grades.
While most people do not get their offers rescinded 

and although these instances are rare, a lack of motiva-

tion in senior year makes transition into college dif-

fi cult. Sometimes, people who slack off during their 
senior year fi nd it hard to keep up in college. College 
requires people to be hard working and mature if they 

want to succeed. Slipping into bad habits during se-
nior year can set students up for failure in college.

However, not everything about senioritis is bad. 
Relaxing a little can come as a relief after years of hard 

work. Many students look forward to the second semes-
ter of senior year, not so they can blow it all off, but so 

they take a break. Seniors could use a brief period of 
relaxation, recharging before the years of hard work 

that will come later, as long as it doesn’t become a hab-

it and hurt their grades. Seniors should take the time to 
enjoy their fi nal year, but they must do that responsibly.
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Thoughts from the News Room

Four
BY MISO DAM

On Nov. 15, One Direction released their fourth al-
bum, Four, which debuted at #1 on the Billboard charts. 
This made them the fi rst artists in history to have all four 
of their albums debut at #1.      

Their new album provided fans with a new and mature 
sound but still kept the same upbeat rhythm as their last 
three albums. Four consisted of singles such as “Steal My 
Girl” and “Night Changes,” and fourteen brand new songs 
such as “18” and “Illusions.” The day of the release, One 
Direction held a release concert party in Orlando, Florida 
where they sung their brand new songs live for the fi rst 
time. Following their album release, One Direction went 
on a promotion tour in Los Angeles doing interviews, such 
as The Ellen Show and the Jimmy Kimmel Live Show, and 
answered questions about the albums as well as questions 
their fans had. 

Alex Jurado, a sophomore, says One Direction’s new 
album is the thing that keeps him sane during stressful 
homework times. The boys have kept the fans anticipat-
ing this album for nearly a year, describing this as the best 
album so far. 1D’s previous album, “Midnight Memories,” 
was released last year in October and was the most sold 
album of 2013. 

After selling out stadiums across the U.S and Europe, 
One Direction has announced their On the Road Again 
Tour 2015. This tour will be hitting cities such as San Di-
ego and San Francisco as well as 60 other cities across the 
U.S. The tour starts off in February 2015.  With this new 
tour, fans will see the boys perform songs from their new 
album and beloved songs from their past three albums.

The Imitation Game
BY GRACE PARK

It has been a month fi lled with biopics about British 
mathematical geniuses, and The Imitation Game was an-
other strong fi lm in the category and was defi nitely not a 
letdown. 

Based on the true story of English mathematician and 
logician Alan Turing, who is credited with cracking the 
Enigma code, The Imitation Game, directed by Morten 
Tyldum, is a fi lm portraying the work taken on by Tur-
ing and his fellow code-breakers at Bletchley Park during 
World War II. Turing, whose work helped propel the Al-
lies to victory against the Nazis during the war, was later 
prosecuted for his homosexuality. 

The fi lm goes back and forth through Turing’s life, 
through his years at boarding school, his work at Bletchley 
Park with other code-breakers during the height of World 
War II, and the conviction for his homosexuality and his 
ensuing decline. 

The movie stars Benedict Cumberbatch as Turing and 
Keira Knightley as Joan Clarke, alongside a strong cast 
consisting of Matthew Goode as Hugh Alexander, Mark 
Strong as Stewart Menzies, Rory Kinnear as Detective 
Nock, Charles Dance as Alastair Denniston, Allen Leech 
as John Cairncross, and Matthew Beard as Peter Hilton. 

The fi lm was excellent with Cumberbatch, taking 
on the role of another tortured genius, and Knightley as 
Clarke, each giving great performances. The fi lm was both 
thrilling and heartbreaking. However, there were some in-
accuracies and factual truth was sacrifi ced for the sake of 
dramatization. Despite these inaccuraces, The Imitation 
Game is still worth watching, and this tribute to Alan Tur-
ing and his legacy is long overdue.

Sharp Objects
BY ALESSANDRA GALLO

Words are like a map to reporter Camille Preaker’s 
troubled past. Camille has just come from a short stay 
at a psychiatric hospital, and her fi rst assignment at her 
new job as a journalist in the Chicago Tribune daily paper 
brings her reluctantly back to her hometown to cover the 
murders of two preteen girls. 

Since she left town eight years ago, Camille has hard-
ly spoken to her neurotic, demanding mother and her half-
sister, who she barely knows: a beautiful 13-year-old with 
a creepy grip on the town. Now, back again in her family’s 
mansion, Camille is haunted by the childhood tragedy she 
has spent her whole life trying to cut from her memory. As 
Camille works to uncover the truth of these violent crimes, 
she fi nds herself identifying with the young victims—a bit 
too strongly. 

Clues keep leading to dead ends, forcing Camille to 
reveal the psychological puzzle of her own past to get at 
the story. Brought down by her own personal problems, 
Camille will have to confront what happened to her years 
ago if she wants to survive.

This book has a lot of relatable events in it, such as 
when Camille goes back home to fi nd that her mom has 
replaced all pictures and memorabilia of her with her step 
sister, Amma. Camille also struggles with self harm and 
whenever someone insults her she resorts to it.

 In my opinion, this book was beautifully written. 
The sequence of events and the way the author explains 
Camille’s past fl ows really well. Overall, this book was a 
relatively short read but in the end it made me want more. I 
reccomend this book to anyone who enjoys mysteries and 
thrilling stories. 

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay-Part 1
BY SYDNEY SANCHEZ

Mockingjay Part 1 has been described as painstaking-
ly slow, but I strongly disagree. I enjoyed the way the fi lm-
makers presented the story and how they included every 
small detail that the book had. I think one of the smartest 
decisions that producers of the Hunger Games had was to 
make Suzanne Collins, author of the popular series, a part 
of the scriptwriting and screenplay team. 

The fi lm was not as action packed as the previous fi lms 
were, but it was more intense both physically and emotion-
ally. To me, the most impactual part of the fi lm was when 
the two main characters, Katniss and Peeta, were reunited 
and they discover that Peeta has been re-trained to believe 
that Katniss is a threat. The movie stayed very true to the 
book and literally made Collins’ words come to life.

Another part that struck a cord with me was when 
Katniss returns to District 12 and witnesses all the destruc-
tion that the Capitol caused, as well as the devastation they 
have left in their wake. 

At times this movie almost seemed documentary-like 
because of the way it was fi lmed and because of the raw 
emotions that the characters/actors portayed. I truly felt 
that Jennifer Lawrence gave it her all and actually un-
derstood how her character felt. I must also mention that 
this movie looked outstanding. The special effects used to 
make the tributes, like Peeta, appear so diminished really 
added more dimension to the characters and made viewers 
feel more sympathetic. 

Overall, this movie was great and although it was not 
as fast paced as the fi rst two Hunger Games fi lms, it is a 
movie worth watching and the cliff hanger at the end left 
viewers wanting more. 

Dumb and Dumber To
BY DANNY CHILINGARIAN

Dumb and Dumber To was a great movie with lots 
of laughter accompanying it. The stars of the movie are 
Jim Carrey and Jeff Daniels. These two actors give quite a 
spectacular performance. 

Together, they are the clumsiest duo and show how 
idiotic things can get when they are done the dumb way. 
The Dumb and Dumber movies make you want to watch 
them over and over again, and you will still get a laugh out 
of it because of how well the story is played out. If you 
have not seen the other fi lms, Lloyd Christmas is played 
by Carrey and Harry Dunne is played by Daniels.

*SPOILER* The plot of the story is about how Harry 
fi nds out that he has had a daughter and how he sets a goal 
is to track her down and fi nally meet her. However, Harry 
fi nds out that Lloyd has the “hots” for his daughter. 

As the movie progressed I could not stop laughing, 
some scenes more than the others. I will say that this 
movie is not for everyone, especially a mature audience 
because the comedy in the movie is the dumb things they 
do. This movie is all about the stupidity of these two great 
actors combined together and what they go through. A lot 
of people liked this movie, but many disliked it because of 
its strange comedic appeal. 

I do recommend watching this movie, especially if 
you enjoyed the other Dumb and Dumber movies because 
it is yet another great performance. What I must point out 
though is that the fi rst movie is always better than the se-
quels. Dumb and Dumber was an original and will never 
be replaced, but I can’t say that I did not enjoy this second 
part either.

The Theory of Everything
BY NATALIE RING

The Theory of Everything, directed by James Marsh, 
allows people to take a look inside of the famous physicist 
Stephen Hawking’s world. 

The story takes place in England during the 1960’s. At 
the beginning of the fi lm, Stephen meets his future wife, 
Jane. However, not long after they began to date, Stephen 
fi nds out that he has a motor neuron disease, in which the 
cells that normally allow a person to walk, breathe, swal-
low, and speak properly are destroyed. He is told by doc-
tors that this critical condition gives him a very limited 
amount of time to live. Despite this, he continues on with 
his studies of time. Throughout the fi lm, Stephen and Jane 
work together to maintain happiness, regardless of the cir-
cumstances. 

I think that this is a remarkable movie. The actors did 
splendidly and it is a lovely tribute to Hawking. Eddie Red-
mayne, who played Stephen Hawking, and Felicity Jones, 
who portrayed Jane, both were fantastic and were noted 
for their talent. Hawking is considered one of the world’s 
most brilliant individuals. He has lived most of his life in 
a wheelchair unable to speak but communicates through a 
computer. His life is both inspiring and touching.

Although it was a well composed fi lm, it dragged on. 
Towards the middle, the movie was a bit slow and did 
not fully grasp my attention. During the last 30 minutes, 
however, the plot picked right back up again and I became 
more intrigued. If you do not plan on seeing The Theory of 
Everything in theatres, I advise you to at least wait until it 
comes out on DVD and watch it then. 

Thoughts from the News Room
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Behind Ruiz, Glendale 

football blanks Hoover

The Nitros took the fi eld one last time 

Nov. 7 when they concluded the football 

season against the Hoover Tornadoes. The 

players on both teams were very eager and 

pumped up before the game. 

That morning, Glendale’s players prac-

tically guaranteed a win against Hoover 

during the Homecoming Rally. Their pre-

diction came true as GHS defeated Hoover, 

19-0. But it was a closer game than many 

may had expected. In fact, as the fourth 

quarter started, Hoover was near the Nitro 

goal line trying to even the score at 7.

For two seasons, the star of the battle 

for the Victory Bell has been Daniel Jung. 

With Jung sidelined for the Hoover game 

due to an injury that occured the week be-

fore in the loss to Burroughs, it was senior 

Luis Ruiz that all the Nitros depended on to 

lead them to victory. His 52-yard run in the 

second quarter provided some good vibes 

in the game that had a total of seven fi rst 

downs in the fi rst half. 

Glendale didn’t get a chance to give 

Ruiz the ball much in the third quarter as 

Hoover drove to the Nitros’ one-yard line 

in a slow time-consuming drive. 

A false start on the fi rst play pushed 

the Tornadoes back fi ve yards. Three con-

secutive runs put the ball on Glendale’s 

three. That is when the Nitros mounted a 

dramatic stand on fourth down to take over 

the ball on downs and leave Hoover score-

less on the drive. 

Ruiz then went to work. He was given 

the ball on fi ve consecutive plays. The se-

nior took the fi fth hand off and raced 87 

yards for a touchdown. A missed extra 

point made the score 13-0.

Ruiz then took advantage of another 

opportunity in the Tornado territory four 

minutes later. He fi nished with 221 yards in 

22 carries and all three touchdowns. GHS 

fi nished with 246 yards of total offense 

and the Tornadoes ended with 111 yards. 

Hoover quarterback Ryan Williams passed 

for 62 yards and rushed for 21 yards.

Williams will be one of the 10 Tor-

nadoes who’ll return next season in high 

hopes of breaking the losing streak to the 

Nitros. The Nitros have high hopes too 

for a successful season in the 2015 school 

year. GHS coach John Tuttle said, “We 

made just enough plays to win. It was great 

to send the seniors out with a win.”

Ruiz, who had two touchdowns against 

Hoover last season, said, “I’m glad the bell 

got to stay where it rightfully belongs. It 

was a great team effort.”

   Photo Courtesy of Whites Studios

Game MVP Luis Ruiz breaks free for an 87-yard touchdown run in the fourth quarter against Hoover. 
The senior scored all three of the Nitros’ touchdowns in the 19-0 win against the Tornadoes. 

Overall girls’ volleyball 
was 12-12, in league 7-7 
for fourth place in league. 
First team all league play-
ers were Grace Tappin and 
Sevana Stepanian, second 
team was Ivanna Gamboa 
and Honorable Mention 
was Kathleen Hulguin.

BY ALESSANDRA GALLO

Sports Editor

Tennis tied for second in 
league with a record of 9-3. 
Freshman singles player 
Natalie Shamma placed 
second in league and was 
32-4 for the season. The 
Nitros’ top doubles team 
was Kellie Gong and Ruth 
Kachatorian. 

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

The jubilant Dynamiters raise the Victory Bell after their 19-0 win against 
Hoover on Nov. 7 at Moyse Field. It marked Glendale’s fi fth straight win 

over Hoover.

   Photo Courtesy of Stylus

With starter Julian Rovira limited because of an 
injury, receiver Mateo Morris played well at the 
quarterback position for GHS.

Artak Arzumanyan

GHS won its fourth straight 
Pacifi c League title but 

were defeated in the league 
championship game by CV 
to snap their consecutive 
league win streak at 31 
games. They lost in the CIF 
Division 4 semifi nals.

Girls’ cross country was led by Leana Setian. The senior 
fi nished 7th in league earning fi rst team all-league recog-

nition. Boys’ cross country runner Paulo Vazquez fi nished 

14th place at league fi nals earning second team all-league. 

GHS beat Hoover at all three league meets.

Leana Setian Paulo Vazquez

Kellie Gong Sevana Stepanian


