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Activities keep students 
busy during HC week
BY ARAM MKHITARYAN
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Water polo wins CIF championship. 

First for the school in any sport since 
1989. 
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Applications being taken until 
Tuesday for Mr. Nitro Pageant

Glendale High is putting together the 
second annual Mr. Nitro Male Pageant. 
All senior and junior boys are welcome to 
participate for  the chance to become Mr. 
Nitro. Applications are due on Tuesday, 
Dec. 17 to Mary Hazlett in the ASB room, 
followed by a meeting at lunch. 

Contestants will compete in tuxedo, 
swimsuit, and talent portions in the three-
part pageant. 

Last year’s pageant had seven hand-
some young Dynamiters competing to be 
the first ever Mr. Nitro. They were Kyle 

Del Fierro, Narek Ghazikhanian, Kurt 

Johnson, Eric Margosian, Alan Reinoso, 
Vigen Ter-Mirzayants, and Sam Tezyan. 

Many of the contestants had their 

younger sisters accompanying them during 
the formal tuxedo portion. 

The night continued on with the swim-
suit section, where the boys entertained the 
audience with hula skirts, beach towels, 
dance moves, and floating rubber ducks. 

Talent included singing, playing instru-
ments, comedy acts, and dancing. 

Glendale High’s award-winning all 
male dance team, drumline and cheer team 
performed throughout the pageant for sup-
port and entertainment. It came down to 
the final three: Del Fierro, Margosian, and 

Reinoso. They were each asked a question 
which would determine the winner of the 
pageant. At the end of the night, Margosian 
was crowned Mr. Nitro.

ASB is working hard to organize this 
pageant and is hoping for a great turnout, 
that many will enjoy.

The tradition continued at Glen-
dale High with the annual Homecoming 
rally, dance, and football game against 
Hoover High School. The days that lead 
up to the rivalry with Hoover is also 
known as Beat Hoover Week. 

Spirit days, in which students 
dressed up for each day of the week, set 
the mood for Homecoming. Monday’s 
theme was Mickey Mouse Day, Tuesday 
was Twin Day, Wednesday was Whacky 
Wednesday, Thursday was Pajama Day 
and Friday was Red and Black Day. 

The Homecoming Rally was held 
on Friday, Nov. 8 in the big gym. The 
rally theme was Finding Nemo. Each 
grade level represented characters 
from the Disney animated film. Seniors 

dressed up as Nemo, Marlin, and Dory, 

juniors dressed up as Crush and Squirt, 
sophomores were Sheldon and Pearl, and 
freshmen were seagulls.  The Homecom-
ing court and football team were both 
introduced at the Rally, along with per-
formances from the dance team and cheer-
leaders. Friday night was the battle for the 
victory bell. Before the game began, seven 
Glendale High football legends were in-
vited back and given an award. 

Choir also sang the National Anthem. 
The football game went just as the Glen-
dale High football team hoped it would. 
The Dynamiters won effortlessly, 49-6. At 
halftime, the Homecoming King and Queen 

were announced. The King was Jared Uy 

and the Queen was Krista Kaplanian. 

The following evening, the Home-
coming Dance was held at Sirona’s in Ar-
cadia at Santa Anita Park. The theme of the 
dance was “Somewhere Beyond the Reef”. 
More than 400 students put on their best 
formal attire and danced the night away.

The Homecoming Court poses for a formal portrait at the dance on 

Saturday, Nov. 9, at Sirona’s in Arcadia.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
Alan Reinoso was one of the top three contestants in last year’s Mr. Nitro 

pageant. Applications are due next Tuesday for any junior or senior that 

wants to run.

Grigor Khachmanyan

Khachmanyan’s sudden 

death shocks students, staff

On Nov. 16, Glendale High’s art 
teacher Grigor Khachmanyan passed away 

at the age of 53. 
Khachmanyan began his career in the 

Glendale Unified School District in 1998, 

teaching at Roosevelt 
Middle School. In 1999 
he joined the Glendale 
High legacy and has since 
become a major part of 
the VAPA program here 
at GHS. Leading the AP 
Studio Art and Ceramics 
classes, Khachmanyan 

formed a strong bond with 
his students and fellow 
teachers that will not be 
forgotten.

Khachmanyan’s pass-
ing comes as a great sur-
prise. A space has been 
opened that may never 
be filled by such a caring, loving teacher 

again. His students and friends will still 
remember him as the role model he was 
and always will be. GHS Principal Monica 
Makiewicz said, “Mr. Khachmanyan was a 

gifted teacher and one of the kindest and 
patient individuals I have ever met. He 
loved his students and his fellow teachers 
and greeted each day with a smile.  He was 
cherished by all who knew him and will be 
greatly missed.”

After recovering from the shock of los-
ing their beloved teacher, Mr. Khachman-
yan’s students had much to say about his 
personality and influence.

Longtime friend and current AP Stu-
dio Art student Yessenia Popova expressed 
his impact in her life, “I’ve had him since 
freshman year and he was a grandfather 

icon to me ... He made me 
love myself and what I do 
no matter how crappy it 
was.” 

Working under Mr. K, 

as an AP Art student, se-
nior Marietta Semerdjian 
formed a bond stronger 
than a purely academic 
one. “He was not only a 
teacher, but a friend and 
a brother. He never saw 
the bad in anyone. He was 
always positive and loved 
life ... He let us be our-
selves through our art. He 
let us be free.”

An AP Art Studio and Ceramics stu-
dent, Aileen Harutunyan, added, “I feel 
like I have lost not only my teacher of two 
years, but my best friend and motivation 
... Mr. K inspired me to continue pursu-
ing art. I will miss seeing him every day.” 
Khachmanyan was buried at Forest Lawn 

Cemetery in Los Angeles on Nov. 22. His 
legacy will live on at GHS through a schol-
arship in his name. Donations to the schol-
arship can be given at the student store.

BY LOGAN ORTIZ
Editor-In-Chief

BY ELMIRA TOFANYAN
Staff Reporter



Dance recital is Jan. 16
 Every year, the dance classes have 

a performance to show off their talents. 
Across the Universe, the yearly recital, 
is an anticipated performance for many. 

There are three beginning and in-
termediate dance classes, all performing 
different numbers. Everything from tra-
ditional Arabic dances to modern hip- 
hop will be performed.

It will be on Jan. 16, in the perform-
ing arts center at 7 p.m. The admission 
price is $10. Tickets can be purchased 
in the weeks prior to the show from any 
International Dance or Glendale Dance 
member or in the dance room, or at the 
door for $12.

Kelly Palmer, Glendale Dance di-
rector, believes this year’s show will 
be even better than previous ones and 
praises all the amazing talent. “There is 

Dance Team to compete 
in Las Vegas in January

325 people see 
drama’s fall 
show, Nunsense

Only 325 people on a campus of 2,500 attended the drama 
department’s latest  production, Nunsense, The Mega Musical. It 
did not do as well as anticipated. “Students didn’t care and they 
didn’t come to see it. They don’t support the arts!” said drama 
teacher and show director Mack Dugger. He added, “We might 
just do shows in the Little Theatre from now on.” 

The production lost roughly $2,700, with $650 spent on cos-
tumes and $3,600 for microphones. Nunsense had only earned 
around $300 in deposits, but that didn’t stop the players from hav-
ing a grand time and creating an extraordinary performance.

Crowd favorite Sister Amnesia, played by Nikki Moorehead 
said, “I was terrified to use a puppet, I thought it would be embar-
rassing, but, in the end, I realized what I was doing was art.” Elian 
Grigorian, who played the lead role of Reverend Mother Mary 
Regina, said, “It was the most exciting thing ever. I felt so ner-
vous at first, but once I was on stage, everything was just flowing 

perfectly.” What’s next for GHS Harlequins? Neil Simon’s play 
Jake’s Women, which is scheduled to premiere on Feb. 5 in the 
Little Theatre for five nights.

BY ANDREA PATINO
Sports Editor

NEWS

IN BRIEF

• Juniors & Seniors ONLY – do you speak another language? Armenian, Spanish, 
Tagalog, Arabic, Korean, or Russian? Now is the time to show off your bilingual 
skills and earn a medal for graduation! Sign up to take the Bilingual Competency 
exam in room 4113. The deadline to apply is Jan. 10.

• Every year GHS students sign up and volunteer to help the Glendale Rose float! 

They have Meatball the Bear on it this year. These are four hours shifts. Upcom-
ing shifts are Dec. 14 and Dec. 21. Please sign up with this link:
http://goo.gl/aE1BV3, or go online to the GHS Facebook page or website for the 
link and more info.

• Finals are next week: 
Monday – Periods 1 & 2, Tuesday – Periods 3 & 4, Wednesday – Periods 5 & 6. 
No school on Thursday and Friday. 

The first final of each day starts at 8 a.m. and ends at 10 a.m. The second final of 

each day starts at 10:26 a.m. and ends at 12:26 p.m.

• Armenian Club is having a Toy Drive! Bring in new toys, utensils, and clothes 
to rooms 2330 or 4115! These items will be sent to an orphanage in Armenia.

• Glendale High sports are in Pacific League action during the Winter Break. 
Tuesday, Jan. 7 –  
Boys’ basketball at CV at 5 p.m., 
Girls’ basketball vs. CV at GHS at 5:30 p.m., boys’ soccer at CV at 3:15 p.m.,  
Girls’ soccer vs. CV at GHS at 3:30 p.m.  
 
Friday, Jan. 10 – 
Boys’ basketball at Burroughs at 7 p.m.,  
Girls’ basketball at Burroughs at 5:30 p.m.,  
Boys’ soccer at Burroughs at 3:30 p.m., 
Girls’ soccer vs. Burroughs at GHS at 3:30 p.m. 

BY SHUSHANNA PETROSYAN
Staff Reporter

so much talent and hard work put in by the 
students this year that the shows will defi-
nitely be spectacular,” Palmer said. 

All the numbers have been prepared 
by senior teacher’s assistants who are cur-
rently, or have previously been, on the  
Glendale Dance team. Angelica Avanisian, 
teacher’s assistant for the fourth period 
dance class, knows that all the students 
have practiced as much as they could and 
hopes for nothing but the best.

 Avanisian said, “I think the girls 
will have a fun and enjoyable experience. 
They’ll learn a lot from actually perform-
ing in front of an audience. I know they 
love the dances, and it’s nice to know that 
all my hard work and theirs will pay off. 
These dances represent who I am and it’ll 
be exciting seeing them being performed.” 

Sarah Brown, GHS dance member, 
shared her worries, “It’s been a long se-
mester of work and I’m really hoping that 
we all do well with our show.”

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

The Harlequins perform one of their song routines during Nunsense, The Mega Musical.

Photo by Dillon Bugarin

Members of the International Dance team rehearse for their upcoming 

show, Across the Universe, to be presented in the PAC on Jan. 16. 

BY EMMIE BRAJNIKOVA & 
CLAIRE CORPUZ
Staff Reporters
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Every year, Glendale Dance, formerly 
known as the Dance Drill Team, starts its 
competition season at a regional compe-
tition at Desert Oasis High School in Las 
Vegas from Jan. 10 through Jan. 14. 

While a few of their many squads have 
already taken some routines to competition 
this year, this is their first time traveling 

and competing as a whole team. The dance 
team has been vigorously preparing for 
their season since May of the last school 
year in hopes of keeping their incredible 
winning streak in Las Vegas from years 
past. 

Last year, GHS’s dancers swept the 
Las Vegas competition, earning multiple 
first place titles. This year, the team is tak-
ing six routines: Co-ed Dance, Large Lyri-
cal, Hip-Hop, Small Dance, Dance Drill, 
and All Male, along with three individual 
solo entries to the Vegas competition. 

Head Captain Jeremiah Bernardino 
said, “I feel confident in our hard work and 

long hours of practice that we will do as 
well as we have in the past, if not better.” 

This year, the team will be going out 13 
times to competitions, five more times than 

they ever have before. 
“I’m really excited for competition 

season to start; it’s what we work hard to-
wards all year and I can’t wait to see how 
we do,” said Pauline Saligumba, a sopho-
more member of the team. Saligumba is 
not alone in her feelings of excitement – 
the entire team is buzzing with anticipation 
awaiting this first competition. 

Glendale Dance director Kelly Palmer 
commented on how she feels her team will 
perform at this first competition. “I believe 

Vegas this year should not only be success-
ful, but a really special time for our team. 
After losing some very key members last 
year, this group had to work really hard to 
develop a bond that is amazing today. I’m 
grateful for a team that should score well, 
but also a team that cannot wait to spend 
time together more than anything.” 

Glendale Dance regularly dominates 
at the CADTD State Championships as 
well as the USA Nationals. USA Nationals 
will be held at the end of March. Students 
wishing to see some of GHS’ extraordinary 
competition routines should check out the 
Dance Team Revue on April 17 and 18.

Marks beginning of Nitros’ competition season
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OPINION

Breaking barriers

The great scientist Marie Curie, who herself broke 

down barriers in the scientific community, once said “Noth-

ing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood.” With 

the passage of Assembly Bill No. 1266, which will allow 
transgender students to choose gender-restricted facili-

ties based on their gender identity, we’re moving one step 

closer to better understanding the plights of transgender 

students. Though districts in metropolitan areas, including 

those in Los Angeles and San Francisco, have had similar 

policies to great effect, California is the first state in the 
nation to implement a bill protecting the rights of trans 

students. Members of the LGBT community are rejoicing 

the passage of this bill, which will be fully implemented 

statewide next year. Detractors of this bill, however, argue 

that this bill is unnecessary and will create a rift that will 

further segregate transgender students from their peers.

Critics of AB1266 argue that some male students will 
take advantage of the bill to feign being transgender for 

the sake of dominating in women’s sports. Even worse, 

some believe that this bill will allow students to pose as 

transgender in order to objectify individuals of the oppo-

site gender in bathrooms and locker rooms. It seems, how-

ever, that both these criticisms are based on unfounded 

misconceptions of transgender individuals. Being trans-

gender is not a decision one can turn on and off at will, 

a fact that school administrators will acknowledge once 

this bill is enacted. Furthermore, many trans students face 

harassment on a daily basis – something that most students 

wouldn’t want to suffer from even if it meant the opportu-

nity to excel in sports or ogle at other students.

Ultimately, the enactment of this bill will be incon-

sequential to a majority of California’s K-12 population. 

Student life throughout school campuses will not change 

dramatically for the vast majority of non-trans students. 

Athletic teams and classes will still continue to operate 

normally. For trans students throughout our state, howev-

er, the passage of this bill is a historic stepping stone that 

will guarantee their acceptance and assimilation within 

our modern society. Regardless of whether or not you sup-

port the rights of trans students, the passage of this bill 

isn’t a matter of political correctness. Though the goal is 

to ensure that all individuals are accepting towards mem-

bers of the trans community, there will always be people 

uncomfortable with the notion that trans people identify 

in a way that is incongruent with their personal beliefs. 

Their prejudice is an inevitable circumstance, one that will 

gradually be overcome through the passage of progressive 

laws such as this. 

Yet the most crucial reason this bill needs to be en-

acted is to ensure that trans students can attain the oppor-

tunities that all students are entitled to. All students have 

the right to feel welcomed in an educational environment. 

All students have the right to express their proper identity 

without fear of being shunned or ostracized. All students 

have the right to participate in activities they feel most 

comfortable with. And the passage of this bill, as slight as 

it may be to many others, is an enormous step forward to 

guarantee that transgender students will attain the equality 

that is rightfully theirs. 

 Joshua Bote is the entertainment editor at Explosion.

JOSHUA BOTE

JUAN LUNA
SENIOR

“It’s fine. As long 
as we’re all com-

fortable, I don’t see 

what’s wrong with 

it.”

“I believe that it has 
a lot of flaws and 
can cause chaos be-

cause of the number 

of lawsuits and con-

fusions and excep-

tions. It would have 

been a lot simpler if 

it wasn’t passed.”

LIYONA KRIKORIAN
FRESHMAN

“I feel like it’s a 
smart move because 

it’s how they feel 

and they should 

be comfortable 

with whatever they 

choose to do.”

NICOLE ANTOINE
JUNIOR

“As much as I sym-

pathize with them, 

I don’t think that I 

would be comfort-

able using the same 

bathroom. People 

could lie about 

which gender they 

identify as.”

SVEIN GONZALEZ
SENIOR

“I really don’t care. 
It doesn’t bug me 

at all. I think they 

should be allowed to 

do what makes them 

feel comfortable.”

CLAIRE SMITH
SOPHOMORE

“I think that they 
shouldn’t be able to 

go into the locker 

room or bathroom 

until they have 

started the transition 

because I and some 

others would feel 

uncomfortable.”

What Do You Think?
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What do you think about the state’s new law giving transgender 

students the right to choose whichever gender of sports team, 

and which ever locker and restrooms they want to use?

ERICSON YABUT
JUNIOR



Thoughts from the News Room

The Marshall Mathers LP 2
BY ELMIRA TOFANYAN

After staying away from all the attention for several 

months, Eminem has released his latest album, The Mar-

shall Mathers LP 2. He first announced the big news about 
the album’s release in May of 2012 in an interview on New 

York radio station Hot 97.  

The album, a sequel to Eminem’s classic Marshall 

Mathers LP, which he released in 2000, was recorded over 
the course of the past two years with veteran producers 
Rick Rubin, Dr. Dre, and No ID, as well as relative new-

comers Cardiak, DJ Khalil, DVLP, Frank Dukes, Frequen-

cy, and Street Runner. It features previous collaborators 
Skylar Grey and Rihanna, along with fun. and the one-
and-only Kendrick Lamar.

Four singles have been released from the album so 
far: “Berzerk,” which peaked at number three on the Bill-
board Hot 100, “Survival,” “Rap God,” and “The Mon-

ster,” Eminem’s second collaboration with Rihanna.
When asked about the title of the album in a Rolling 

Stone interview, Eminem stated, “I wouldn’t want to call 
it that just for the sake of calling it that. I had to make sure 
that I had the right songs…There’s not gonna be, like, con-

tinuations of every old song …To me, it’s more about the 
vibe, and it’s more about the nostalgia.” 

With the leak of the album early last month, fans all 

over the Twitter world have posted nonstop with the ex-

citement and appreciation they have for the album. One 
fan tweeted, “Eminem is the greatest. The end” and many 

others retweeted that post. Within the first week of the re-

lease, the talented rapper sold 792,000 copies, scoring the 
second-biggest sales week of the year.

Midnight Memories
BY JOSHUA BOTE

Truly great pop music evokes a fond sense of nostal-
gia – play OutKast’s “Hey Ya!” in a crowded room of peo-

ple, and every single person will, without a doubt, know 
how to “shake it like a Polaroid picture.” One Direction 
are masters of the “guilty pleasure” song, and on Midnight 

Memories, their third studio album in as many years, they 

capitalize on the simple, unadulterated pleasures of pop 
music, creating a joyously optimistic album that will have 
even the most pretentious critics jamming along.

In a Billboard interview, fan-favorite Zayn Malik 
commented on the band’s desire to “make a sound that was 
a One Direction sound,” and Midnight Memories makes it 

clear that the boys have finally succeeded. Though it ex-

plores multiple genres, the album is a cohesive statement 
that glides from track to track without breaking a sweat.

The best example of One Direction’s newfound genre 
experimentation is “Happily,” a propulsive Lumineers-
esque stomper co-written by Harry Styles that builds up to 
an enthralling hoedown sing-along of a chorus. Of course, 
One Direction is most suited for effortlessly churning out 
infectious pop anthems like their still-delightful hit “Best 
Song Ever,” or the ‘80s power-pop inflected “Little Black 
Dress,” with a chorus that bears a striking resemblance to 
Rick Springfield’s classic “Jessie’s Girl.”

Late-album track “Better Than Words,” with its allu-

sions to pop touchstones ranging from “God Only Knows” 
to “Someone Like You,” is most indicative of what the 
band has accomplished with Midnight Memories. Their in-

tent to revel in the memories attached to these songs – and 
invite the listener to reminisce along with them – makes 
Midnight Memories their most personable album to date.

Delivery Man
BY SHUSHANNA PETROSYAN

Delivery Man, the anticipated feel-good holiday mov-

ie did not disappoint. Starring well-known actor Vince 
Vaughn, Delivery Man is a remake of a 2011 French-Ca-

nadian movie, Starbuck. Vaughn portrays David Wozniak, 
who, earlier in life, anonymously donated to a sperm bank 
using the alias Starbuck.

When 124 of his “children” petition and threaten to 
sue the sperm bank to find out who their father is, Wozniak 
is told he has fathered 533 children. His legal representa-

tive gives him a letter containing contact information of 
those who signed the petition. During this time, his girl-
friend finds out she is pregnant, and starts debating wheth-

er he’d be a good father. Wozniak, wanting to be a good 

father and impress his girlfriend, sets on a journey to meet 
his children anonymously. He acts as a friend and helps 
them through all their own problems. 

Although the movie slightly pales in comparison to 
its hit Canadian version, the movie definitely has its high 
points. Vince Vaughn, a comedy king, was wrongly cast 
for the role of Wozniak. Though he can surprisingly con-

vey emotion in the movie, his acting skills didn’t pull you 
into the movie.  As cliché and cheesy as the plot may be at 
times, the movie hits home to our own families and espe-

cially to fathers who feel estranged from their kids. 
With its $115 million budget and amazing trailer, De-

livery Man was a slight disappointment. The acting could 
be improved, and cinematography wasn’t a strong suit of 
the movie. However, its sweet message and heartwarm-

ing script kept the movie interesting. Overall, it’s a good 
movie, that, although could’ve been done better, does fit 
well with the holiday season by raising spirits up.

Catching Fire
BY SYDNEY SANCHEZ

It’s rare to see a sequel that succeeds as well as the  
original film. With Catching Fire and its spectacular visual 
effects, an amazing set, and astonishing actors, they have 
managed to do just that, while still being able to improve 
upon it. Jennifer Lawrence and Josh Hutcherson did the 
book tremendous justice by portraying their characters ex-

actly the way I would have imagined them. It seemed as 
though the screenplay writers had dug up all my visualiza-

tions of the book and put them on the big screen.
The casting for this movie was also amazing. Sam 

Claflin, who played Finnick Odair, and Jena Malone,  who 
played Johanna Mason, were great additions to the film 
and both put their own twist on their characters. In particu-

lar, Jena Malone stood out because of her fiery attitude and 
outspoken demeanor.

Catching Fire is packed with surprises, especially for 
those who have not read the book. It was heartbreaking 
to see Katniss and Peeta forced back into the arena, espe-

cially since they know that they won’t be leaving together 
ever again. This movie had me at the edge of my seat, one 

minute laughing at Finnick’s cockiness or Haymitch’s in-

evitable state of inebriation, the next crying when Presi-
dent Snow announces that the previous victors will return 
to the arena for the Quarter Quell. However, my absolute 

favorite part of this movie is the moment that Katniss fi-

nally realizes she’s in love with Peeta.

Catching Fire broke Thanksgiving box office records, 
making nearly $300 million overall, half of that made in 

the opening weekend alone. Through and through, this 
was a stupendous movie. I can’t wait to see how this series 
will evolve in the next installment. 

Oldboy
BY LOGAN ORTIZ

What makes a remake a remake? Apparently these 
days, it’s a re-envisioning of a notable film stripped of ev-

erything gripping and exciting that made the original an 
original. In the case of Oldboy, director Spike Lee seems 
to have tried to not fulfill that expectation, but the key 
word here is tried.

Ten years ago, director Park Chan-Wook released 
Oldboy in Korea and it has since been acclaimed as one of 
the greatest Asian films ever made. Following the seem-

ingly unjustified imprisonment of one man to a solitary ho-

tel room for 15 years, Oldboy portrays the darkest depths 
of a man on a quest for revenge. It puts hero and villain on 
screen, leaving the viewer to decide if the hero is really 
the hero and the villain really the villain. But with Lee’s 

remake, all you think is, “Get the bad guy!”
Josh Brolin takes the lead and carries the entire film on 

his back as the only consistently enjoyable piece. Watch-

ing him recreate the infamous hammer scene at twice its 
original length is entertaining, if not a little ridiculous. The 
real laughable moments, however, come from the rest of 
the cast. Samuel L. Jackson gives the best torture perfor-
mance in recent years as pain to him seems a minor incon-

venience that results in a hilarious reaction, while Sharlto 
Copley tries a little too hard to be a menacing evil master-
mind, and instead comes off as laughable. 

Lee’s biggest mistake is modifying the twist that left 

your mouth agape in unbelief. His tweaks, likely intended 
to make the film more explosive, instead make it too large 
and unbelievable. The decline in the last 20 minutes proves 
masterpieces shouldn’t be touched for a reason.

Bob’s Burgers
BY ANDREA PATINO 

Although technically a ‘cartoon,’ Bob’s Burgers is 

not to be taken as a childish show, but rather a hilarious 
animation filled with genuine comedy. Created by Loren 
Bouchard for Fox, it has had four excellent seasons so far  
and is still running strong. The series revolves around the 

Belchers, a slightly dysfunctional family, with parents Bob 
and Linda, who constantly have to control the shenanigans 
of their three children Tina, Gene, and Louise. 

The beauty of this show is that you instantly fall in 

love with the characters, no matter how clinically insane 
they can be. It’s sort of like accepting your crazy uncle 
who talks about alien-government conspiracies, except 
you’ll actually adore these characters. 

The characters’ personalities bounce off each other in 
accordance with the story structure, especially that of the 
three siblings. They may clash at times and have different 
aspects of comedy, but, overall, they will still come back 
to the basis of affection. 

Bob’s Burgers is very comforting and warm because 
of the familiarity to those of us who grew up with shows 
like The Simpsons, but still has an amazing sense of 

uniqueness. 

This satire can actually be very heartwarming. Indeed, 
it does mock American family sitcoms, just as The Simp-

sons does. For those of you that have ever watched shows 
like Reba or According To Jim, many of the show’s plot 
points will be very familiar, except it has created its own 
formula of a chaotic family life, complete with a strug-

gling small business and an ever-loving family that will 

support each other to the end.
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Glendale High launches Nitro Media
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Photo by Christina Bunggo

Julian Liv does a test run on one of the cameras provided in the back 

room that will be used for Nitro News. 

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Students enrolled in the media classes work on films or clips used for the 
class itself, as well as for projects in their other classes.

BY ANDREA PATINO

Sports Editor

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
Nyirie Hacopian and Ashley Alexander work on a voice-over in the Music Tech room for a project they are working on for Nitro News. The pair work 

alongside 25 other students to put together news packages for upcoming broadcasts, which will be shown online.

Practically forming a new business, 

Monica Duke, the cinematography teacher, 

is beginning the Nitro Media News pro-

gram. In this time and age where almost 

everything is digital and using technol-

ogy is the standard of living, it only makes 

sense that, of course, we broadcast our own 

live news program.

The Nitro News program will be post-

ed on the school website, giving second 

period teachers the option of broadcasting 

it and taking place of the tri-weekly morn-

ing announcements that provide important 

information to students. 

Through her enthusiastic and positive 

approach, which reflects in her cinema-

tography classes, the environment that she 

creates for her classes is unique, safe, and 

amiable. Her biggest project to date has 

been to help recruit and organize more than  

500 students to participate in the making of 

GHS’s entry in the Katy Perry music video 

competition. The finished prod-

uct was a huge success and is a 

source of pride for the school.

For about a year now, ever 

since joining the Glendale High 

staff, she has planned to use 

the old photography darkroom 

in room 7207 as a news room. 

With ideas to renovate the room 

itself for the needs required 

to broadcast a news program, 

she’s even prepared to enlist her 

husband, a director, and other 

external resources to help her out.

She has even successfully designed 

and improved a curriculum. “I’m inventing 

it right now. Hopefully, other schools will 

follow this ... I’m giving them [students] 

exposure to options ... preparing them for 

any choices they make,” Duke said.   

She’s hoping to interconnect all relat-

ed subjects and is using every 

single resource available to her. 

Duke is also planning to use 

any and all related classes, just 

like a real studio set. She plans 

to use foods classes for cater-

ing and drama classes for ac-

tors and actresses for the brand 

new Nitro Films as a real-world 

simulation.

She has even called on her 

own friends, acquaintances, and 

colleagues from Hollywood for 

a service, whether to assist in editing vid-

eos professionally, or to give advice and 

guidance to the pupils.

Cinematography students from all pe-

riods are sold on this idea and all agree that 

it will be beneficial to the school. “I think 
it’ll be a good addition to make the school 

more dynamic. It’ll help students see more 

offered activities and experiences,” said 

advanced cinematography student Chelle 

Cruz.

Evelyn Menas, also from the advanced 

cinematography class, said about the new 

Nitro Media program, “No one really lis-

tens to the announcements. This will get 

more attention.”

Duke said that through Nitro Media, 

Nitro Films, or any of her cinematography 

classes, students will have the opportunity 

to get an A-G art credit. They also have op-

portunities for more job and school offers 

after high school to USC, the Los Angeles 

Film School, and sound stages through rec-

ommendations, experiences, and even her 

personal connections.

Monica Duke



Every two years some of Glendale High’s greatest football players are 

invited back to the Homecoming football game and honored as “Legends 

of the Game.” This year the Legends were: Front: Vladimir Paniouchkine 

(Class of 2003), Mike Black (Class of 1979), Back: Allan Rosso (Class of 

1956), Bob Peterson (Class of 1955), Bruce Dalton (Class of 1966), Mike 

Wright (Class of 1992), and Marc Blalack (Class of 1956).
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SPORTS
Dynamiters dominate 
Hoover, again, 49-6

On Nov. 8, posters lined the big gym 
and the bleachers in Moyse Stadium as the 
Nitros prepared for their homecoming game 
against Glendale’s long-time rival, Hoover. 
Glendale High football legends returned to 
the field that night before the game and 

were recognized for their outstanding per-
formance during their high school years. 

This annual homecoming football game 
is the battle for the Victory Bell and this year 
was Glendale’s fourth consecutive time 
beating Hoover. The Tornadoes prepared 
heavily to take on Glendale’s star players 
Martin Marin and running back Daniel Jung. 

It seemed that Glendale wanted the 
bell more, and, at the end of the night, it 
stayed in their possession. The bell re-
mained painted red and will stay with 
Glendale for years to come.  GHS Coach 
John Tuttle was confident and knew 

that his players had a good chance.
Glendale High Nitros dominated with 

a score of 49-6. This was the 11th time 
the Nitros rang the Victory Bell down 
the football field since 2000. At half-
time, the score was 42-6, leaving Hoover 
with a big chance at losing once again.

Junior Luis Ruiz scored two touch-
downs along with Jung and Marin. 

The three stars in the first half took 

a break in the second half and let Nico-
las Lopez score a touchdown in the third 
quarter. Nitros had 379 yards alone of total 
offense in just the first half. Jung had 173 

rushing yards on 19 carries. Quarterback 
Kevin Felix completed seven passes out 
of 11 for 136 yards and two touchdowns, 
including an 82-yard strike to Marin. 

Marin finished the game with four 

catches for 130 yards. Both  Jung and 
Ruiz will return next year as seniors 
when GHS looks for its fifth consecu-
tive win in the Battle for the Victory Bell.

BY LALA NIKOLA

News Editor

Daniel Jung grabs on to Hoover player Alvin Kim during the Homecoming 

game.

Photo Courtesy of Leonard Coutin
Martin Marin outruns Hoover’s Aram Grigoryan for a spectacular 82-yard 

touchdown reception from quarterback Kevin Felix. 

Quarterback Kevin Felix (#2) is poised to push the Nitros over for a touch-

down.

Photo Courtesy of Leonard Coutin

Photo Courtesy of White’s Studios

Martin Marin rings the Victory Bell surrounded by teammates Jared Uy, 

Hratch Yacoubian, Hovhannes Amirkhanyan, Arcen Vaganyan, Jesus 

Vergara, and Kevin De Leon Cifuentes.

Photo Courtesy of Leonard Coutin

Photo Courtesy of Leonard Coutin
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The boys’ water polo team brought 

home the CIF Southern Section title for 

the first time in the water polo program on 

Nov. 23. This prestigious award had not 

been received by a Glendale team since the 

1989 boys’ volleyball team. 

Back in 2009, the polo team 

lost in the semi-finals to Webb 

in overtime. In 2011, the Nitros 

were defeated again in overtime 

by the La Serna Lancers. And 

in 2012, the boys came seven 

minutes shy of winning the title, 

losing to Pasadena Poly, with a 

score of 12-10. 

This year, the Nitros made 

history. The final game took 

place at William Woollett Aquat-

ic Center in Irvine. Administrators, teach-

ers, students, and, of course, the players 

and coaches, experienced great relief and 

pride when the last buzzer finally sounded. 

The Nitros defeated the second-ranked Los 

Altos Conquerers, 13-11. 

This year’s championship match was 

nerve-wracking and unpredictable. It was 

a back-and-forth game, which Glendale 

mainly led the entire match. Los Altos 

started out the third quarter stronger than 

Glendale, scoring two goals right after 

each other to tie the game at 10 a piece. 

GHS goaltender Daniel Sarkissian 

worked as the great equalizer, stopping 

shots from left and right. He finished with 

15 blocks for the game. Glendale quickly 

came up with two goals, one by Manuk Pi-

Water polo wins the BIG one!

BY ARTAK ARZUMANYAN
Staff Reporter

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Junior Artak Arzumanyan fires a shot in the championship match against 

Los Altos. 

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

The boys’ water polo varsity team poses for a group photo after winning the CIF championship, 13-11, over Los 

Altos. The CIF title is the first for water polo and the first for any GHS sports team since boys’ volleyball won in 

1989.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
Manuk Piloyan, a junior, scores one of his four goals that he scored in the 

CIF championship match against Los Altos.

Dynamiters return to championship game and take CIF Division 5 crown with 13-11 win. 

Arman Momdzhyan holds up the  

CIF championship plaque.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Forest Holbrook

loyan and the other by Jayson Wilia, bring-

ing the score to 12-10. Seconds after, one 

of Glendale’s most outstanding players, 

Arman Momdzhyan, fouled out with two 

minutes remaining. 

This helped Los Altos, which quickly 

scored to bring the game within one point. 

Momentum had shifted to Los Altos, but 

Glendale hung tough. With a 

minute left in the game, junior 

Artak Arzumanyan blocked 

a Los Altos shot leading to a 

Glendale time out. Then Ar-

zumanyan found Piloyan open 

five yards away from the Los 

Altos goal. Piloyan got the ball, 

drew a foul and then shot and 

scored the goal that put GHS on 

top by two goals. That sealed 

the win for the Dynamiters.

After the game, co-captain 

Momdzhyan said, “It just feels so good to 

finally win, after all these years of almost 

winning, and almost getting there, we fi-

nally did it. It means so much to everybody. 

Everybody put their heart and soul into the 

match and that’s what the difference was. 

That’s what gave us the title. It feels good 

knowing you’re leaving high school a 

champion for the rest of your life.” 

And an emotional GHS Coach Forest 

Holbrook said,  “I’m super excited to win 

CIF, I couldn’t be more proud of our boys.” 

Momdzyhan finished the match with six 

goals, Piloyan added four and Wilia helped 

out with two more.

GHS got to the CIF championship 

match after defeating California 20-3, 

Webb 19-14, and Walnut, 16-12.

Arman Momdzhyan, a senior from Clark Magnet School, scores one of his 

match-high six goals in the championship game against Los Altos. 


