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Oratorical leaves seniors satisfi ed 

This year the 104th Oratorical, like ev-

ery other Oratorical, drew in a big crowd 
of freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and se-
niors. Glendale High School takes pride in 
being the home of one of the oldest high 
school traditions in California.

The categories of competition remain 
the same: Speech, Spirit, Tableau, and Dis-
cipline. You never know what to expect 
when you walk into the auditorium in your 
white collared shirt and black pants. The 
Oratorical practice cannot match the inten-

sity of the actual Oratorical. 

The advisers of each class grill the 
students and make sure they know every 

BY CHRISTINA BABAKHANI

News Editor

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

A candlelight vigil was held for former Glendale High School student, 
freshman Austin Ortega, on Feb. 15. Ortega died of internal bleeding 
the day before his birthday on Feb. 14. Ortega had transferred to an 
independent study school in the district just months into the school 
year due to his illness. There were approximately 50 people who at-
tended the vigil.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
Seniors celebrate after the announcement is made that they had won the spirit category. That gave them three 
wins out of the four categories at Oratorical. 
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1st Car Show 
set for the 27th

Everyone is encouraged to come out 
and support the boys’ basketball team to 
raise their funds at GHS’s fi rst-ever Car 
Show, made possible by varsity coach 
Steve Snodgress. 

The show will be in the quad on Sat-
urday, April 27, from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. This 
event is sponsored by Lexus of Glendale 
and there will be a special showing from 
Pro Italia. The show will offer a band play-
ing throughout the day, pictures taken for 
donations, performances by International 
Dance, and catering delivered to satisfy all 
your needs at this brand new, cannot miss 
event.

The show will have collector cars 
which go as back to the  1930’s along with 
new cars. Locked into the event are MGB 
GT 1968, Aston Martin, Corvette, Harley 
Davidson, Subaru WRX, Dodge Chal-
lenger, Acura MDX, Volkswagen Con-
vertible Beetle, El Camino, Porsche 911, 
Chevy ’58, DeLorean, 1932 Ford Hi-Boy 
Roadster, 1972 Porsche Carrera 911, 1972 
Firebird, ML Mercedes, 2012 Dodge Chal-
lenger, 2013 Subaru Outback, BMW 540 
2000, Nissan 240 SX, Mercedes 1928 wgn, 
BMW 528, Mustang ROUSH Package, 
2013 Mustang, Vette & Prowler, and a 70’s 
Ford Mustang.

“Come see the quad decorated with 
these fabulous automobiles and ask the 
owners questions about them, hopefully 
it will be fun and help raise some money 
for boys basketball,” said Snodgress. Tick-
ets are available from any boys basketball 
player, in room 4411, or at the door. Tick-
ets go on sale for $4 for GHS students and 
$5 for regular admission. Submissions for 
the show are still available, so if you have 
a car you would like to register, contact 
Snodgress in room 4411. There is a sug-
gested tax deductible donation of $25 for 
showing a car. 

BY NARINE KHURSHUDYAN

Staff Reporter

Drill Team takes fi rst place

The Drill Team came out of USA Na-
tionals last month with fi rst place titles for 
Coed Dance, Coed Hip-Hop, and Large 
Military. The All Male team placed sec-
ond. JV Dance-Drill and Large Military re-
ceived second and third place, respectively. 
The contest took place at Segerstrom Cen-
ter for the Arts in Costa Mesa on March 
29-30.

After the competition, the Coed Hip-
Hop won hip-hop sweepstakes and Large 
Military was awarded with military sweep-
stakes for receiving the highest points in 
both categories.

Glendale competed nearly every week-
end between January and March, and host-
ed the state championships for CADTD, 
the California Association of Dance Team 
Directors. Second-year head captain 
Quincy Villanueva was enthusiastic about 
how the competition season played out for 
Glendale. “Our love and dedication for this 
team and its legacy showed on the fl oor at 
Nationals. We were united as a team and 
we performed our routines keeping in mind 
that we only have one shot, win or lose. So 
we gave it our all. I couldn’t have asked 
for more.”

Following the USA Nationals, Glen-
dale competed at the Miss Dance Drill 
Team USA Nationals where All Male and 
Small Military both took home fi rst place.

BY MARISSA BAZIKIAN

Editor-in-Chief

move and word of the cheers. Each class 
has their strengths and weaknesses but the 
weaknesses were pin-pointed and fi xed 
while the strengths were just made stron-
ger. 

During the yell-off, seniors stood their 
ground and lived up to being the eldest on 
campus; however, the underclassmen were 
not so far behind. The seniors underesti-
mated their potential and were shocked. 

The speeches were delivered on 
point and without a problem. Junior Nikki 
Morehead outdid herself and took the win 
for her class beating senior speaker Cian 
Cardenas. When the Tableau was revealed 
for each class the reaction was the same; 
however, when the seniors revealed their 
carefully constructed display, there was a 
sudden awe in the crowd of visitors. 

The senior tableau stunned many and 
seemed destined to win. Deliberation was 
diffi cult and took a much longer time than 
usual. The array of judges, including many 
alumni and staff of the Board, considered 
everything and went through and carefully 
picked a winner for each category. 

The fi rst group of judges came out to 
announce the winner of the Speech. They 
announced juniors as the winner and the 
confi dence of the other classes was greatly 
hurt, but they weren’t about to give up. The 
remaining categories were won by the se-
niors and even though they didn’t sweep, a 
three out of four win suffi ced.

Though not all classes get to win and 
celebrate, Oratorical is a great way to show 
school spirit and take part of something 
that makes you proud to be a Nitro.
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PNMA set for May 24

The 48th annual Pat Navolanic Me-

morial Award assembly will be held in the 

Performing Arts Center,. The annual prize 

is awarded to a senior that has a cumulative 

GPA of 3.75 or higher, leadership experi-

ence, a minimum of 50 hours of communi-

ty service, and is on a varsity sports team.

Pat Navolanic was the ideal student 

in the early 1960s. He led the student gov-

ernment while attending Wilson Middle 

School, and at Glendale High, was elected 

sophomore class president. In his senior 

year he was ASB president and ended his 

senior year as the valedictorian for Glen-

dale High’s Class of 1963. 

Both he and his twin brother, Pete, 

received athletic letters in basketball, foot-

ball, track and fi eld, and became Eagle 

Scouts. Pat received many awards in high 

school, including the prestigious Seymour 

Memorial Award, which recognizes the 

most outstanding high school student in 

California. He received a scholarship to at-

tend Stanford University. 

Pat was fascinated by the French cul-

ture, and because Stanford had a campus 

in the south of France, he decided to study 

there for a year. In December 1965 while 

in France, Navolanic died. His death was 

blamed on a faulty gas heater. 

In his honor a scholarship has been 

given each year since his death. The pur-

pose of the award is to encourage students 

to have a higher level of academics, lead-

ership, community service, and athletics, 

as well as to remember the life of a great 

person.

Today is PNMA Selection Day, and 

applicants will be interviewed by represen-

tatives from all clubs, teams and groups on 

campus after school. 

The 2013 PNMA applicants are Andre 

Anderiasian, Maddie Corpuz, Bradley Day, 

Nareg Ghazikhanian, Lauren Hansen, Nat-

alie Harmon, Emily Levin, Krisnel Mira-

fl or, Tristan Pacba, and Meghan Spencer. 

From this group, fi ve fi nalists and a winner 

will be chosen.

The National Honor Society sponsors 

the award. The winner receives $2,500 and 

fi nalists each get $300.

BY KAREEN SHATIKIAN

Staff Reporter

STAR Testing Schedule

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
Glendale High’s version of the Harlem Shake was organized by the 

ASB on Feb. 27 during lunch.

Seniors prepare to Unmask the Night

Photo Courtesy of The Wilshire Ebell Theatre
Above is the planned dance fl oor at the Ebell of Los Angeles, site of the 
2013 Senior Prom, on May 25. All the tables and chairs will be removed. 
DJ Gary will be placed in the balcony. 

This year’s Senior Prom will be held 

at The Ebell of Los Angeles on May 25, 

from 7 p.m. to midnight. The venue can 

house around 1,300 people. Built in 1927, 

the classic construction has never been 

touched and it has been preserved in its 

original beauty.

Tickets have been on sale since March 

25, and are priced at $95 without an ASB 

card, and $90 with, excluding the week be-

fore prom, when tickets will be bumped up 

to $100. Applications for Prom Court were 

made available this week. After submission 

and review by the committee, the fi nalists 

will walk across the gymnasium court dur-

ing the academic rally, the same Monday 

that the week of voting begins. The King 

and Queen will be crowned at the dance.

The grandiose feeling the ballroom 

inspires will fi t the theme perfectly, it be-

ing masquerade. The topic of discussion 

among administrators is if wearing mas-

querade-themed masks will be allowed. At 

this point in time, they have not yet come 

to a decision.

Perched on the indoor balcony pic-

tured to the left,will be DJ Gary, providing 

the music for the evening.

Food will be served buffet-style, with 

two dishes to choose from, that include a 

chicken and vegetarian dish, among oth-

er appetizers. The senior prom is one of 

GHS’s longest traditions and more than 

500 people are expected to attend the gala 

event.

Prom Essentials
At The Ebell of Los Angeles, 743 S. Lucerne  Blvd., Los Angeles, 90005 

Saturday, May 25, from 7 p.m. - 12 a.m.

Masquerade Themed

Music provided by DJ Gary

A buffet-styled meal will be serving with both chicken and vegetarian dishes

Tickets are on sale now at the student store

$90 per ticket (with ASB card), $95 per ticket (without ASB card). The ticket price 

goes up to $100 the week before the prom.

BY MICHELLE ABRAAMIAN

Staff Reporter

Day 4: Thursday, April 25
*Seniors arrive at 10:10*
8:00 - 10:10 = Testing Parts 1 and 2 (Science)

10:10 - 10:25 = Snack

10:31 - 11:27 = Period 2

11:27 - 12:02 = Lunch

12:08 - 1:04 = Period 4

1:10 - 2:06 = Period 6

2:12 - 3:08 = Periods 0 or 7

Day 5: Friday, April 26
*9, 11, and 12 graders arrive at 10:10*
8:00 - 10:10 = Testing Parts 1 and 2 (10th grade Science)

10:10 - 10:25 = Snack

10:31 - 11:03 = Period 1

11:09 - 11:41 = Period 2

11:47 - 12:19 = Period 3

12:19 - 12:54 = Lunch

1:00 - 1:32 = Period 5

2:16 - 2:48 = Period 6

Day 6: Monday, April 29
*Seniors and students without a math course arrive at 10*
8:00 - 9:45 = Testing Part 1 (Math for 9-11 graders)

9:45 - 10:00 = Snack

10:06 - 10:51 = Period 1

10:57 - 11:42 = Period 3

11:42 - 12:17 = Lunch

12:23 - 1:08 = Period 5

1:14 - 1:59 = Period 0 or 7

Day 7: Tuesday, April 30
*Seniors and students without a math course arrive at 10* 

8:00 - 9:45 = Testing Part 2 (Math for 9-11 graders)

9:45 - 10:00 = Snack

10:06 - 10:51 = Period 2

10:57 - 11:42 = Period 4

11:42 - 12:17 = Lunch

12:23 - 1:08 = Period 6

1:14 - 1:59 = Periods 0 or 7
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How safe are 
we ultimately?

Ice doesn’t cure everything

STAFF EDITORIAL

“There’s ice in the freezer” are the words the school 
nurse at Glendale High School utters for many ailments 
when a student enters the health offi ce. Here in the news 

room, we propose a question; we ask, what if the problem 
can’t be solved with ice?

Obviously, not every illness can be dealt with at 
school because of policies or laws that are meant to pro-
tect the school and students. Students with ailments such 
as severe headaches/migraines or (for the female students 
at our school) cramps, should be offered medicine such 
as aspirin, Tylenol, Advil or Motrin by the health offi ce. 

Unfortunately, dispensing drugs to students, even common 
ones found at the local market, on campus is strictly for-
bidden by policy. Seriously?

It sounds ridiculous to us that we cannot obtain over-
the-counter drugs to dull common pains from the school 
nurse. The laws that the school must follow are causing 
students unintentional pain and suffering. Let’s face it, 
cramps hurt! Headaches at school are inevitable. Students 

are asked if they want to go to the health offi ce to seek 

relief but many decline the offer because it is known that 
there is nothing the nurse can give, in terms of medicine, 
that will help. Being in class with that horrible headache 
is not enjoyable and prevents students from learning and 
participating to their full potential. But, apparently, the 
consumption of everyday over-the-counter medication by 
students is a liability to the school.   

If a student had an allergic reaction to said medica-
tion, the school district could possibly be held responsible 
in a court of law. It seems to us that if parents wish their 
child to be able to take over-the-counter medications, then 
a note from the parent and/or the family doctor should suf-
fi ce. Parents signing off on allowing the medication could 

also shield the school and district from liability.
We believe it is necessary to have a policy in place 

that helps students, not punishes them for being ill. Hope-
fully the phrase, “There is ice in the fridge,” will cease to 
exist.

Marissa Bazikian is the Editor-in-Chief of Explosion.

For a teenager, attending parties that contain alco-
hol is synonymous to a typical Friday night. Nowadays, 
groups of teenagers gather at a given location to drink or 
engage in various illegal activities while hoping to avoid 
any repercussions to their actions. Word spreads about 
these parties from one social media website to another, 
spreading like wildfi re. Parental supervision is very rare 

and often frowned upon by the partygoers. Law enforce-
ment has dubbed these parties “Project X,” which alludes 
to the 2012 fi lm of the same name featuring a crazy house 

party. Most of the footage from the fi lm is not shocking for 

the typical American teenager; it is in fact the norm. The 
consumption of alcohol and drugs at parties is ordinary for 
teenagers. However, our parents or any given adult would 
be shocked with the things we think of as normal. 

On Aug. 11, in Steubenville, Ohio, a 16-year-old girl 
attended three parties and, after consuming an excessive 
amount of alcohol, became unconscious. Instead of help-
ing this powerless girl, two high school football players 
and several other inebriated students sexually assaulted 
her. The two primary assailants, Trent Mays, 17, and 
Ma’lik Richmond, 16, who defecated her unconscious 
body, were  sentenced to at least one year in juvenile jail; 
Mays got sentenced to an additional year for charges of 
distributing nude images of the girl, pictures he took while 
she laid unconscious. This quiet Ohio town, which was 
previously recognized for its stellar high school football 
program, is now known as a town where heinous crimes 
were committed due to the lack of supervision and the ab-
sence of morals in the town’s teenagers. 

After learning about this incident, I decided to pin-
point the similarities and differences between the parties 
here in southern California and the ones in Steubenville as 
well as other midwestern cities. After attending different 
parties and observing footage from the Steubenville par-
ties, I came to a conclusion: it is based on lack of parental 
supervision. Where were the rape victim’s parents during 
the night of the crime? Where were the parents of the teen-
agers who threw the parties? 

The delinquents who committed the rape were star 
football players living in a town where they were essen-
tially celebrities and automatically trusted by their parents 
and many others in the community. “Project X” parties in 
southern California are focused more on experimenting 
with drugs; however, when there are drugs there is sex and 
when there is sex, there is violence. It is not impossible for 
something similar to what occurred in Steubenville to oc-
cur here, and just because we haven’t heard it in the media 
does not mean it’s never happened. However, midwestern 
cities are primarily composed of American and African-
American ethnicities while cities on the West Coast are 
more diverse with Hispanic, Asian, and Middle Eastern 
backgrounds. When a party is assembled in Glendale, the 
host of the party most likely will possess some form of 
ethnic background, some type of parental supervision is 
present primarily to regulate any form of violence like the 
one in Steubenville.

We are lucky that our community is diverse enough 
to bring different cultural values into the lives of teenag-
ers. But with all the coverage of “Project X” parties on the 
nightly news or “20/20” television specials, the question 
always comes up: how can we assure our safety?



The Host is a movie based on the book by Stephanie 
Meyer, the writer of the infamous Twilight Saga, set in 
an alternate universe where Earth has been invaded by an 
alien species and the only humans lefts are in hiding.

 It is said that when a “soul” takes over a human’s 
body, the human is supposed to disappear but there are 
some who resist from within. This movie follows Mela-
nie Stryder’s body and Wanderer, the soul inside. Melanie 
refuses to fade away and fi ghts wanderer (a.k.a. Wanda) 

in any way possible but slowly they become friends and 
learn to coexist.

 Melanie bombards Wanderer with memories of her 
old life and slowly Wanderer begins to love Melanie’s 
brother Jamie and her boyfriend Jared as well. Melanie 
leads Wanda to the location where the resistance of “sav-
age humans,” those who have not become hosts, where 
they also fi nd Melanie’s family. 

At fi rst glance, the movie seemed similar to the book. 

However, it did not meet certain expectations that I had 
in mind. Many people said that the movie was too fast 
paced and I have to agree. The movie producers changed 
and added several alterations that made the movie and the 
book dissimilar. 

I had higher expectations for the movie because of the 
previous success of Stephanie Meyer’s movies. The Host 

was lacking due to the fact that it wasn’t as similar to the 
book as it should have been. It was also too short to cover 
the events in the novel. Overall, the movie was good but 
could have been better.

First published on June 30, 1997, Harry Potter and 

the Sorcerer’s Stone, along with the six other books in the 
series by J.K. Rowling, has spread throughout the world. 
The book series has sold more than 450 million books and 
has been translated into 67+ languages. It is safe to say that 
the Harry Potter series has reached success worldwide.  

The statistics are great, however, the relatable and 
memorable characters and the adventurous, magic-infused 
plot are what ensnared the minds of teens and adults alike. 
The fi rst book in the series Harry Potter and the Sorcer-

er’s Stone, originally published as Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher’s Stone in the United Kingdom, is the begin-
ning of a story that will take the reader on a thrilling ride 
infused with talking ghosts, quidditch, mysterious rooms, 
three-headed dogs, spells and charms, dark arts, friend-
ship, and love. 

It follows Harry Potter, “The boy who lived,” his best 
friends Hermione Granger and Ronald Weasley, as they 
learn from quirky, educated professors, grow from the 
many charms and incantations taught to them, and change 
at Hogwarts, a school of witchcraft and wizardry, while 
trying to overcome the darkness that has lingered since the 
death of one of the most powerful and dark wizards, Lord 
Voldemort. 

 The Harry Potter series is a guaranteed good read that 
will have the reader hooked by the intricately spun story 
from the legendary J.K. Rowling. I must assure you that it 
is never too late to start reading one of the most captivating 
and famous books in history.

Thoughts from the Newsroom

The fi lm opens up with loud music, ripping through 

the already loose-at-the-seams mainframe of the fi lm. No 

homages to 70’s fi lms, no snobby pretensions. Instead, 

bare breasts, loud generic music, and well... spring break. 
Watered down with pink/purple fi lter colors, it echoes the 

likeness of Harmony Korine’s Kids.
Ashley Benson, Selena Gomez, Vanessa Hudgens, and 

Rachel Korine work together perfectly, as if they stumbled 
out of some club-trance music video. The fi lm is highlight-

ed through its magenta appearance, coming off innocent. 
It’s a cotton-candy shop in the middle of a gunfi ght. Neon 

lights, naked narcotic frenzies and youth at its worst.
Spring Breakers mixes elements of a happy party 

world, and it’s underlying dangerous sharp edge. This 
comes with the funny and rather bizarre performance from 
James Franco, playing a gangster-rapper dubbed Alien, 
who offers to help the group after they encounter a set-
back. Though the fi lm wants to come off as a spring break 

movie to fool the audience, Korine’s jokes are more obvi-
ous than they should be, but come off inconspicuous and 
implied. 

One of its most important elements is its “music 
video” feel. The entirety of Spring Breakers is shot with 
intercuts/montages with one of the characters narrating, 
ranging from Gomez, Franco and fi nally to Hudgens. Un-

derneath lies another layer of sedated music. So the best 
conclusive comment to make about this fl uff-pink beach 

party, art house fi lm would be that it’s the worst and best 

fi lm of the year.

The 20/20 Experience
By: Marissa Bazikian

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone
By: Gayane Iskandaryan

The Host
By: Sydney Sanchez

Bates Motel
By: Joshua Coronado

Spring Breakers
By: Michelle Abraamian
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Thoughts from the Newsroom
ENTERTAINMENT

 Seven years following the release of his second studio 
album Futuresex/Lovesounds the singer, songwriter, re-
cord producer, actor, dancer, businessman and everything 
in between legend Justin Timberlake has brought sexyback 
again with The 20/20 Experience. The album followed the 
single “Suit and Tie” feat. Jay-Z. Although the single is no 
“Cry Me a River,” it shows how hard Timberlake worked 
these past few years with the dynamic rhythm and one of a 
kind assortment unlike anything else on the radio today.

The album starts with “Pusher Love Girl” which is 
one of the more exquisite tracks of the album containing 
eight minutes of Timberlake’s distinguished harmony and 
falsetto ranges and producer Timberland’s notorious back-
ground beats. “That Girl” features The Tennessee Kids’ 
vocal arrangement becoming in sync with Timberlake’s 
smooth tones and displays his love towards his wife, Jes-
sica Biel. 

According to the Billboard 200 album chart, The 
20/20 Experience debuted atop with 968,000 copies sold 
in its fi rst week, becoming Timberlake’s second number-

one album as a solo artist. 
This album was worth the wait, considering the 

amount of work put in and the number of talented produc-
ers involved in the making of this masterpiece.

Timberlake and Jay-Z will embark on the sold-out 
Legends of Summer Stadium tour to further promote the 
album. Part two of The 20/20 Experience will be released  
in November.

“A horror classic with a modern twist,” can best de-
scribe A&E’s new show Bates Motel. The show is based 
on the classic fi lm Psycho directed by Alfred Hitchcock, 
starring Freddie Highmore as a young Norman Bates. The 
show’s focus is on Bates’ childhood as a psychotic homi-
cidal mama’s boy along with his overbearing mother.

The show doesn’t follow the storyline described in the 
original fi lm. Rather the show does its own take on the 

story with the life and times of today’s world instead of 
the 1960’s. 

Norman’s fate is known and, as this is a prequel to the 
fi lms, the show becomes a tribute to how Norman becomes 

known as the Psycho. The infamous mother, Norma Bates, 
is played by Vera Farmiga. She is seen as a temptress that 
plays on guilt to get what she wants. The shy, blossoming 
Norman can do nothing but be ruled by her and we learn 
that his fascination with women, which was seen in the 
fi lms, was his mothers’ doing.

This must-see show begins with an eerie awakening. 
Norman is confused by the whereabouts of his family and 
begins to scramble throughout his home to fi nd them. He 

fi nds his father dead in their garage. The story then picks 

up six months later with Norma and Norman living a “new 
life.” As Norman begins this life he can’t seem to escape 
his mother and is torn by his teenage ambitions and his 
need to please his mother. This is a must-watch show with 
many plot twists and shockers that will have your eyes 
glued to the  TV set. 

The scene seems familiar, a group of friends going out 
into the woods for a stay at a family cabin. But, not for a 
carefree weekend of drinking, campfi res and sex. Instead, 

a girl, Mia, is attempting to break off a serious drug addic-
tion, with the solitude of the woods and her close friends 
for support. 

Fast forward 20 minutes, the “Necronomicon” has 
been found in the basement, evil spirits have inadvertently 
been raised, and they want Mia’s soul.

Rookie director Fede Alvarez is at the helm of this 
new take on the cult classic fi lm, The Evil Dead. While 
keeping with the core story of the original fi lm, Alvarez 

has expanded upon it, turning Evil Dead into a much larger 
spectacle of gore and mutilation that longtime fans will 
come to appreciate. While the original Evil Dead franchise 
turned from horror to comedy, there is nothing to laugh 
about in Alvarez’s take, except for a few brilliantly placed 
references. 

Though the fi lm is fi lled with massive amounts of 

blood and bodily fl uids spewing out over everyone and 

everything in sight, it retains very well executed horror 
themes that keep it from being a boring slasher fl ick.

Alvarez did not recruit any big names for the fi lm and 

employed no use of CGI, in an attempt to recreate the grit-
ty low-budget fi lming of the original. Even while changing 

the story to appeal to today’s audiences, Alvarez has not 
forgotten his inspiration and adds a welcome addition to 
the franchise.

Evil Dead
By: Logan Ortiz



ENTERTAINMENT

The next generation of video game consoles are fi nal-
ly around the corner. Sony revealed their new Playstation 

4 due to hit the stores fall 2013. Microsoft is also coming 

out with the new Xbox 720, which has not been given an 

offi cial date. These new consoles are going to take gaming 
to a whole new level. 

Sony and Microsoft have updated their hardware sig-
nifi cantly from the current generation consoles. Both con-
soles have similar specs in terms of processing power and 

RAM. The differences between the consoles, in terms of 

hardware, are minimal. Both the new Xbox and PS4 are a 
huge step forward in console technology.

The Xbox 360 and PS3 have become ancient to video 

game developers and have been falling behind the mod-
ern PCs. With only 512 megabytes of RAM in the current 

generations, video games, such as Battlefi eld 3, have been 

toned down so they will operate on the consoles. The new 

line of consoles boast a hefty 8 gigabytes of RAM which 

will create a larger and more powerful gaming experience. 

The PS4 has 8 processors dedicated to the games that will 

be played.

Many new features are also installed in both consoles 

that will support social networking and allow gamers to 
be better connected. Many games have already been an-
nounced for the new consoles and the footage that has been 

seen is nothing short of breath taking. This new generation 
of consoles will change video games from simple sessions 

to memorable experiences that gamers will never forget.

No other show on television can match the sheer 

scale and spectacle of HBO’s critically acclaimed Game 

of Thrones. A tale of corruption, betrayal, deception, and 

violence on a grand scale, Game of Thrones is a fantastic 

series. The stellar cast and beautiful visuals are just com-
plimentary to one of the most compelling storylines on 

television. 

As four different kings battle to control the continent 
Westeros, cities are destroyed, and alliances are formed 

and broken. War threatens the kingdoms while tyran-
ny reigns and honor is forgotten. Viewers witness these 

events through the eyes of numerous characters through-
out this enormous world that has been created. And, the 

people that inhabit Westeros are all brought to life, by an 

outstanding cast that is constantly expanding. 

Game of Thrones is based off of George R.R. Mar-
tin’s A Song of Ice and Fire, a series of bestselling novels. 

Martin’s sprawling fantasy world is recreated beautifully 
by David Benioff and D.B. Weiss, and the show can truly 
stand up to the novels this time around. From the arctic 

wasteland beyond the wall, to the treacherously danger-
ous streets of King’s Landing, every locale is absolutely 
stunning. 

Every aspect of this show continues to improve, and 

has received numerous awards for each of the previous 

seasons. The third season has just begun, and now is the 

perfect time to emerge yourself into this world. But be 
careful, because when you play the Game of Thrones, you 

either win or you die.

Thoughts from the Newsroom

Game of Thrones
By: Gavin Ortiz

Oz: the Great and Powerful is a 2013 fantasy adven-
ture fi lm. The fi lm is set 20 years before the events of the 
book turned Hollywood classic, The Wizard of Oz. The 

cast has a couple of very well-known actors and actresses 
including James Franco who plays Oscar “Oz” Diggs, 
Mila Kunis, Michelle Williams, and Rachel Weisz as the 
three witches of the Land of Oz.

Just as Dorothy’s story before, the fi lm begins in Kan-
sas, where Oscar works as a barnstormer and a small-time 
magician in a traveling circus. As a storm approaches, the 

circus strongman learns Oscar has fl irted with his wife and 
goes to attack him. Oscar escapes in a hot air balloon, but 
is quickly caught in the storm and is taken away to the 
Land of Oz. He soon meets Theodora, who believes Oscar 
to be the wizard foretold to overthrow the Wicked Witch 
who killed the king of Oz. Soon enough she falls in love 
with Oscar and they encounter the fl ying monkey, voiced 
by Zach Braff. 

This fi lm sets the story straight much before the “Wiz-
ard of Oz” ever came to be. Despite mixed reviews, the 
fi lm was a box offi ce success, grossing nearly $150 mil-
lion worldwide in its fi rst three days. Director Sam Raimi 
brings this epic story of fantasy-adventure to life. I would 
defi nitely recommend this to anyone and everyone. It’s a 
family friendly fi lm that reinvents the feelings brought by  
our fi rst journey through the Land of Oz.

Comedown Machine 
By: Michelle Abraamian

Ten years have passed since The Thin White Duke last 
released an album of new material. He’s been seen walk-
ing around London, popping into fi lms and occasionally 
performing live alongside friends such as David Gilmour 

and Arcade Fire. But for the majority of the last 10 years, 
David Bowie has been a bit of a recluse. 

It was not until Jan. 8 of this year (his 66th birthday), 

that Bowie announced his 24th full studio album of new 
material, entitled The Next Day. Drawing inspiration from 

his own career, Bowie has released an exceptional come-
back album. Longtime fans will fi nd Bowie going back 
while at the same time innovating and moving forward. 

The album opens loudly with the title track “The Next 
Day,” but Bowie’s vocals don’t dominate the track. It’s not 
until “The Stars (Are Out Tonight)” that the man proves 
he hasn’t missed a beat, and it sets the mood for the re-
mainder of the album. Bowie slows down at one point on 
the track “Where Are We Now?” and his voice practically 
soars over piano keys. The tempo is picked up again on 
“(You Will) Set The World on Fire,” which shreds with 
heavy guitar riffs. 

The Next Day is very much a classic rock album and 
the Duke revels in it. The album’s artwork conceals the 
original cover of Bowie’s 1977 album “Heroes.” It makes 
the point that Bowie is changing his style, but not forget-
ting his past.

The Fault in Our Stars, the latest novel by John Green, 

follows Hazel Grace, a 17-year-old girl with terminal can-
cer. It is a story of love, loss, and tragedy. 

The book begins with Hazel attending a support group 
where she fi rst meets Augustine, an amputee and one of 
the main characters. After that, she and Augustine spend 

more and more time together and slowly fall in love. It’s 
interesting to see how the two characters compliment each 

other and the conversations between them are incredibly 

witty and entertaining. It seems almost impossible that al-
though they are sick, and know that they will die soon, 
they still fi nd love and happiness. 

This book is also about the tragedy that is cancer.  It’s 
sweet to see how Augustine and Hazel stand by each other 
until the end. Green makes you feel as though you are ex-
periencing everything fi rst hand, from the feeling of fi rst 
love, to losing a loved one. The book was very well written 
and descriptive. Green ends the novel surprisingly, and the 

fact that the book does not end on a happy note, makes it 
a lot more realistic. 

This book teaches you that life doesn’t always have 
happy endings and it makes the reader realize how much 
they should value life and how they can overcome its ob-
stacles. It’s amazing how Green could take something so 
tragic like cancer and spin a tale of love. Overall, this book 
was amazing and I recommend everyone to read it.

Oz: The Great and Powerful The Next Day 
By: Logan Ortiz

The Fault in Our Stars 
By: Sydney Sanchez

In the instance of lightening striking twice, and so 
impossibly close, it hit with an amazingly strong sense of 
nostalgia directly upon The Strokes’ fi fth studio album, 
Comedown Machine. There is a reminiscent feeling 

throughout the entire album that reminds us of their debut 

back from 2001, Is This It. The new noise, already released 

March 26 on RCA, recaptures the innocence   of their once 

garage-brimming tunes, but without the sadness of men in 
their 30s trying to relive their youth.

Lead vocalist’s Julian Casablancas’ falsettos and 
rhythm guitar’s Albert Hammond Jr.’s work fl awlessly, 
following one another very closely in their respective 

shadows. Harmonizing on most of the album, including 
tracks “Slow Animals,” “Partners In Crime,” and “Welcome 
To Japan.” Simply put, The Strokes delivered perfectly. 
It’s as if every track is a b-side from a previous album, 
and that’s not negatively implied at all. The fi rst half of the 
album exhibits the louder tracks, and progressively taps 
deeper into the listener’s emotional status.

Three tracks in, the tune “Welcome To Japan” starts 
it’s terminal stay inside your mind, looping for days. One of 
the most dynamic tracks on the album, it starts in one place 
and tip-toes you to another. “Call It Fate, Call It Karma” 
and the sort of title track, “80’s Comedown Machine” are 
the drop off for the album, where the lyrics hold true to 

the band’s ability to make you nostalgic for memories you 
haven’t created just yet. They’ve fi nally perfected their 
craft and have reached full potential, but then again have 

more than proven their capability to be unpredictable. 
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Next Gen
By: Hovig Dermenjian 

BY: Nouneh Noravian
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Lacrosse sticks together Nitro softball team is young, 
beat Hoover 11-5 yesterday
BY MICHAEL DAVIS
Staff Reporter

The Glendale High School softball 
team came into the season with a shaky 
start and is now in the middle of competi-
tion in the tough Pacifi c League. 

This year’s team is made up of mostly 
underclassmen, which will benefi t the team 
next year because they will have many 
players with more experience. 

Some members of the team include 
Rachel Bartamian, Brenna Cancilla, Shane 
Esmundo, Alex Howard, Jordan Lousarar-
ian,  Eden Marzucco, Meghan Spencer and 
Alia Zavala. Zavala, a senior who plays 
fi rst base said, “The team has a lot of uni-
ty.” Zavala believes that the team will use 
their skills and hard work to compete vig-
orously this season.

Photo by Lourdes Nuñez Casielles

Sam Sarian prepares to serve the ball on April 11 at the match against 

Burroughs. The match against Hoover will be on April 25 at home.

The girls’ started off the season on 
Feb. 23 against Heritage Christian which 
they lost by a score of 6-1. The girls’ fi rst 
win was on March 14 against Pasadena at 
a home game, where the Nitros beat the 
Bulldogs, 8-2. 

The softball team has a handful of 
games coming up including a big one with 
Hoover. More games to come are on April 
23 against Pasadena at Pasadena, April 25 
against Burbank at GHS, April 30 against 
Arcadia at GHS, May 1 against John Muir 
at GHS, May 3 against Burroughs at Bur-
roughs, and May 7 against Crescenta Val-
ley at Crescenta Valley. GHS has picked 
up wins against the Pasadena schools, 
and beat Hoover yesterday, 11-5. The 
next game against Hoover is on May 9 at 
Hoover which will be the last game of the 
season for Glendale. 

Swim making a splash

This year the boys’ lacrosse team 
currently has an overall record of 4-2. 

On March 14, the boys’ competed 
against Pasadena winning the game, 
5-4. Next, Valley Christian traveled to 
GHS on March 23 and played against 
the Nitros beating the boys, 9-3. The 
most recent game was against Santa 
Clarita Valley, where the Nitros lost 
8-5. The boys’ most victorious win was 
against Damien on April 3, where they 
left the fi eld with a score of 12-4.

 The boys’ played at Pasadena High 
School on April 17. Leaders on the 
boys’ team are: Josh Collado, Jonathan 
Mendez, Robert Ortiz and Jaime Perez.

Mendez said, “We improved as a 
team this off season, and we are looking 
forward to be going to the playoffs.”

The girls’ lacrosse team has had a 

BY KAREEN SHATIKIAN
Staff Reporter

diffi cult and frustrating season. They 
have had three overtime losses in Prep 
League competition. 

On March 12, the team lost the 
away game against Oak Park with a 
score of 12-3. Next, the girls’ moved on 
to an away game on March 15 losing to 
Chadwick School in Palos Verdes Pen-
insula by a score of 6-5. 

They will play Chadwick once 
more on April 26 at GHS. The team nar-
rowly lost to La Canada and Chaminade. 
They avenged the loss to La Canada last 
week and will meet Chaminade again 
on April 22.

Yesterday the girls’ had a game 
against Westridge School for Girls from 
Pasadena and GHS won, 7-2. Leading 
the girls team are: Lymayre Aguilar, 
Denise Guerrero, Ahuixchel Lopez-
Engelman, Rosie Pedroza and Elibeth 
Torres. Campbell said freshman goalie 
Jenina Villabroza has been a unexpect-
ed surprise.

Marc Esplana and the boys’ la-

crosse team will fi nish their sea-
son on May 3 against Santa 

Clarita Valley. Rachel Bartamian keeps her eye on her opponent determined to get her 

out at second base.

Photos Courtesy of Stylus

Senior Ahuixchel Lopez-En-

gelman tries to keep the ball 

away from her opponent at a 

game at the Moyse Stadium.
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With enthusiasm and high aims for 
success, the Nitro swimmers are hoping to 
express all their talents and hard work this 
season. However, they had a shaky start so 
far. Both the girls’ and the boys’ teams are 
off to a slow start, losing to Crescenta Val-
ley High School and Pasadena High School 
on March 12 and 14. 

Most of our swimmers have dropped 
times and had many personal records set. 
“We have seen some improvements as a 
team. Improving on our personal times is 
our main focus for this season,” said Cap-
tain Bijan Rezvani. 

The top swimmers for boys are Arthur 
Khachikyan, Bijan Rezvani, and Jayson 
Wilia. Wilia is also one of the captains for 
the team. As a freshman, he is trying to 
improve on his times and make it to CIF. 
“For my personal records, I have broken 
my 100 fl y with a 57,” Wilia said. The top 
swimmers and captains for girls are seniors 
Maddie Corpuz and Biyouregh Boghoz-
ian.

 These girls have been a phenomenal 
addition to the team and are excited and 
hopeful for their last swim season at Glen-

BY KATIA HOVSEPIAN
Opinion Editor

dale High. “I’ve had a great four years in 
swim, watching the team improve from 
people who could barely swim their fresh-
man year to people winning events. I can’t 
wait to see how the rest of the season turns 
out,” said Corpuz. 

The Hoover meet will take place 
on April 23 at Hoover at 3:30. The Nitro 
swimmers are ready to win against their ri-
val. The Pacifi c League Prelims and Finals 
are also approaching. The fi nals be on May 
2 at Burbank High School starting a 3 p.m. 
The fi nals is where the fastest swimmers 
in the league go against each other one last 
time for the season before heading to CIF. 

Only swimmers who place in the top 
spots in the prelims qualify to come back 
and swim in the league fi nals. The league 
consists of Arcadia, Burbank, Burroughs, 
Crescenta Valley, Glendale, Hoover, and 
Pasadena. 

“It is a really tough competition. We 
swim in one of the toughest leagues in the 
area. Hopefully, we will be able to put to-
gether some good swims and place at fi -
nals,” said Coach Forest Holbrook. 

“We have a great team. Our boys and 
girls are swimming very well as a whole. 
We’re hitting some of our best times of 
the year. We are all really excited for the 
Hoover meet, it should be a good one.”



Volleyball beats Hoover

The Glendale High boys’ volleyball 
team started off their season strong and, 
coming out with a win, beating Hawthorne 
3-0 on Feb. 28 here in our gym. Coming 
off their win with their moral and confi -

dence boosted, the Nitros competed against 
Cantwell-Sacred Heart, ultimately beating 
them 3-0 and acquiring another well de-
served win. 

Unfortunately, their winning streak 
was cut short after losing their next away 
game at Downey High School on March 6. 
The Nitros, determined to gain back their 
earlier momentum, competed vigorously 
against Alhambra High on March 7. Their 
hard work paid off when they added anoth-
er win to their record beating the Moors.

Some of the note worthy players on 
varsity includes Kevin Fontamillas, Joshua 
Collado, Victor Bernardino, Kyle Hulguin, 
and Luis Trejo.

 The Nitros were not able to keep up, 
receding into a losing streak, losing to Ar-

cadia, Burroughs, and Claremont high 
schools. Glendale varsity Coach Ta’ase 
Mose told the Glendale News Press, 
“We keep fi nding ourselves in the same 

spot time every time.” Captain Trejo 
told the Glendale News Press, “We 
start off strong, but we don’t fi nish up 

strong.” Perhaps that is why our var-
sity boys’ volleyball team has struggled 
this season and has continued on their 
bumpy season, alternating from win to 
loss and back again.

Even after losing, the Nitros did not 
lose their hope and determination. Glen-
dale was able to pick up their pace and 
beat both California High School and 
Bell Gardens High School on March 14 
and March 25. 

GHS picked up its fi rst Pacifi c 

League win of the season beating 
Hoover in four games on March 29. 

The Dynamiters play at Crescenta 
Valley on Tuesday, April 23. Then on 
Thursday, April 25, GHS travels to meet 
Burbank. Their last home game of the 
season is against Hoover on Tuesday, 
April 30.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
Ryan Kovarik jumps up high to spike the ball across the net while compet-

ing in a volleyball match against Cantwell Sacred Heart on March 5.

Michael Davis leads 
track to league victories

The 2013 track and fi eld team started 

off the season strong with a big win against 
John Muir on March 7. The team went to 
compete in a tri-meet on March 14 and 
beat Pasadena and Burroughs, coming out 
victorious. The team competed once again 
on March 28 against Arcadia which unfor-
tunately resulted in their fi rst loss of the 

season. 
On Wednesday GHS defeated Hoover. 

The varsity boys downed the Tornadoes, 
80-55, while the girls won 95-28. Both 
GHS teams have 4-3 records in league.

Notable male runners include Frankie 
Castro, Michael Davis, Bradley Day, Dan-
iel Jung, Krisnel Mirafl or, Carlos Navarro, 

and Michael Williams. Female runners in-
clude Kenya Gaskin, Lauren Hansen, Ceci-
le Le Duff, Fabiola Naranjo, Vard Sargsyan 
and Leana Setian.

 Each meet starts with the 400-meter 
relay ran by Davis, Jung, Navarro, and 
Pacaiba.  For the girls’ it’s Gaskin, Hansen, 

Le Duff, and Sarkisyan. 
Meanwhile, during all these events, 

shot put, long jump, high jump, pole vault 
and discus throwing are competing around 
the fi eld. 

This year marks the fi rst year of brand 

new head coach Andrew Dakopolos, who 
replaced Bob Bailey, the former head track 
and fi eld coach for approximately 20 years. 

Dakopolos came to Glendale High from 
Oregon. The coaching staff includes head 
coach Dakopolos, and assistant coaches 
Alex Balgobin, Mark Thompson, and Dim-
itri Grole. 

Dakopolos says his top athletes “have 
good leadership, they can run fast, and 
have a good chance of winning.” 

On April 3, the Nitros traveled up to 
Crescenta Valley to compete against the 
Falcons. The Nitros worked hard, but sad-
ly, they were unable to keep up. Alexandra 
Stone turned in a victory for the Nitros in 
the discus (76-2 1/2).

The Pacifi c League Prelims begin on 

April 26 and the Finals on May 3 both at 
Arcadia High School beginning at 5 p.m. 
The prelims are free, the fi nals cost $5.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
Kent Asano concentrates on hitting his swing while competing at a 

golf match against Cresenta Valley on Feb. 27.

Photo Courtesy of Leonard Coutin
A state fi nalist in the 200-meters last season, Michael Davis has been 

the main man for the Nitros’ track & fi eld team again this year. Here, he 

dashes by all of the Crescenta Valley runners in the 100-meters at the 

meet April 1.

Michael Davis leads 
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Baseball gets thrown a curve 
ball; Hoover game today

Glendale High’s baseball team has  
been fi nding itself on the losing side this 

season and it can set things right with a vic-
tory in the big game today against Hoover 
at GHS at 3:30.

The team has key players that have 
been playing on varsity for a couple of 
years. However, they also has new additons 
including 11 juniors and fi ve sophomores. 

Main players include Sean Harris, 
Brandon Keen, Tyler Lousararian and 
Thaddeus Wilson.

The team started the season on a good 
note with a win on March 2 against Fill-
more with a score of 4-3. On March 5, the 
team played Gladstone at their home; they 
both had the same record of 1-1 this season 
but at the end of the day Gladstone won the 
game 7-1 in a non-league match in which 
Glendale struggled defensively. 

On March 29, the Nitros competed 
against the Bulldogs at a home confer-
ence game resulting in a 8-0 loss. Glendale 
co-Coach Chris Funaro said, “We want to 
change the mentality here and teach them 

how to win. They are still learning how to 
do that. It’s basically about everybody get-
ting on the same page and us all trying to 
piece everything together.” 

The team had another game on March 
16 against Granada Hills. The Nitros fell 
short again in a 5-0 loss to Granada Hills 
in the Babe Herman Tournament. In that 
game Glendale starting pitcher went 80 
pitches the whole game, which was the fi rst 

time Glendale had a pitcher go more than 
fi ve innings. 

Funaro said, “We’re trying some dif-
ferent things and this is a perfect time 
because it isn’t a league game.” Glendale 
High’s baseball team may be on the losing 
side but expect them to do well once the 
league starts. Last Friday the team the Dy-
namiters had an away league game at Bur-
roughs losing 5-0. The Nitros played Muir 
in a home game on April 9 taking the 3-0 
victory. On Wednesday, GHS played well 
in the 5-3 loss at CV.

Upcoming games for GHS include: 
April 23 home vs. Pasadena, April 26 at 
Burbank, April 30 at Arcadia, May 1 at 
Muir, May 3 home against Burroughs, May 
7 home vs. CV, and May 10 at Hoover.
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