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CV suicide 
shocks all

On Friday, Feb. 10, Drew Fer-
raro, a sophomore at Crescenta 
Valley High School, took his own 
life. Along with shocking the many 
students who were witnesses to the 
act, everyone in the community was 
stunned. No one was prepared for 
anything like this to happen.

Ferraro was said to be a smart, 
witty boy who played football and 
loved his friends. But on that Friday 
as the bell rang to release the students 
out of fourth period, Ferraro took a 
running leap off the roof of building 
2, a 3-story building. 

Those standing near heard the 
shuddering thud of what seemed 
to be an object hitting the ground. 
Students and teachers turned to see 
something nothing could prepare 
them for. Screaming and crying was 
all that was heard at the quad. Selin 
Auvazian, a sophomore at CV said, “I 
just had gotten out of class with my 
friend, when we saw people point-
ing and cupping their mouths saying 
‘he jumped.’” The whole school was 
put into immediate lockdown and 
the staff made sure students were 
cleared out onto the football fi eld. 

Grief counselors were available to 
consult with the following week and 
students helped each other and came 
together to get through the tragedy.  
Students also expressed their grief 
over the internet, on social sites like 
Tumblr, and Facebook. Ellin Avane-
sian, a junior at Glendale High, said, 
“it’s hard to believe that something 
like this could happen. It could have 
been anyone, and its sad that for him 
it had to end up like this.”

The Ferraro family began a 
new anti-bullying campaign called 
“Drew’s Voice.” Hundreds of people 
turned out to support the cause and 
support the family.

BY CHRISTINA BABAKHANI
News Editor

Seniors sweep 103rd Oratorical

Photo by Raymond Bognot
The senior class chants “The Power Yell” at this year’s 103rd Oratorical. 

BY KATIA HOVESEPIAN
Opinion Editor

Cancer takes life of 9th 
grader Elizabeth Terzian
COMMENTARY BY DALY JIMENEZ
Editor-in-Chief

There is no easy way to say goodbye 
to a child. Elizabeth’s death was so sudden. 
I remember fi rst hearing about the news, 

I simply could not believe it.  Anger was 
all I could feel when I found out about 
Elizabeth. Till this day I fi nd it extremely 

diffi cult to explain the reasons why, but it 

seemed as if rage had taken over. 
Elizabeth was too young but as it slow-

ly occurred to me I realized that Elizabeth 
indeed lived her life wonderfully. Anger 
is a normal reaction to severe loss. As life 
goes on we tend to have fewer and fewer 
people surrounding us, we also tend to not 
cherish those close to us. 

Elizabeth has made an obvious impact 
on our school as groups of kids unite to 
value and look back on the moments that 
were spent in her company.

 Many students here at Glendale High 
School might not know who Elizabeth 
Terzian was; she was a strong, motivating 
young girl, her postive attitude towards life 
always seemed to take her a long way, she 
had an uplifting sense of humor with a nev-

er ending smile. Charlie Chaplin once said, 
“in the end, everything is a gag.”  I know 
Elizabeth would have believed this. I know 
she would want us all to remain humorous 
and positive under any circumstance. She 
quickly grew close to anyone in her path. 

Ibrahim Belou kindly stated the fol-
lowing- “Elizabeth was a special young 
lady who will always be remembered for 
her strong will, amazing positive spirit, and 
that one of a kind smile that will never be 
forgotten. Her mother has stated that she is 
up in heaven watching over all of us. I truly 
believe this too.” 

There was something about Elizabeth 
that brought a smile to the faces of all who 
knew her. She had such a friendly person-
ality. 

She knew no strangers and she truly 
did touch the hearts of each of us who were 
lucky enough to have her in our lives for 
just a brief moment. I will forever be grate-
ful to have known Elizabeth.

Elizabeth Terzian pictured with her 

mother and teacher Ibrahim Belou.

Photo Courtesy of Glendale News Press

A memorial with a portrait of 

Drew Ferraro was placed at 

CV on Tuesday, Feb. 14.

For the past 103 years, Oratorical has 
been a long-standing tradition at Glendale 
High School. This year, the class of 2012 
swept all four categories. 

These categories include: Discipline, 
Speech, Tableau, and Spirit. The order of 
presentation began with the seniors, then 
the juniors, sophomores, and fi nally the 

freshmen. 
Oratorical is famous for the speeches 

that are presented. Representing the se-
nior class was Vahe Avagyan. Avagyan 
said, “Oratorical was an unforgettable ex-
perience. We went in with zero victories 
and came out with a sweep. It was amaz-
ing playing such a large role in winning, 
especially considering the excellence of 
the other speakers. It’s great being a part 
of this unique tradition, and making his-
tory by sweeping all four categories for the 
second time ever is something we’ll never 
forget. As for winning the speech, much of 
it is thanks to Ms. Palmer; she was the best 
coach we could ask for.” 

Representing the junior class was Cin-
dy Moreira. 

When asked how her experience was, 
Moreira said, “Oratorical was defi nitely a 

day with high anxiety and much anticipa-
tion. Overall, I am content with my perfor-
mance. It would have been nice to get the 
big W for my class, but some things do not 

happen as expected. I can never thank my 
class council enough for believing in me 
and my speech coach, Mr. Gebeshian, for 
working with me for many hours.” 

Representing the sophomore class was 
Fatima Valencia. Valencia told us she felt 
pretty confi dent about her speech. She said, 

“Even if I didn’t win, it was a really great 
high school experience. I met a lot more 
people from the other classes I probably 
would never have bumped into if I didn’t 
do Oratorical.” 

Freshmen Class President Yasmeen 
Syed said, “Though we didn’t win fi rst in 

any categories, I’m very proud of my class 
for their superb performance in spirit and 
tying for second place overall.” 

Junior class president Sam Tezyan 
also said, “It’s kind of disappointing that 
we didn’t win anything, but I couldn’t be 
more proud of my class. I really have to 
hand it to the seniors for a job well done, 
they truly deserved it and I can only hope 
that we can do half as good next year when 
we’re seniors.” 

Aside from the speeches, Oratorical is 
also noted for the tableau that is presented. 
Tableau shows a still-life of the presented 
topic relating to the effects of it on the stu-
dents. One of the senior tableau winners, 
Lili Gevorkian, said, “When our tableau 
group fi rst approached the topic, we spent 

an extensive amount of time brainstorming 
and looking at all of our ideas from every 
angle. It took a tremendous amount of time 

and effort to perfect all the nitty gritty de-
tails but it was completely worth it in the 
end. 

We thought that our tableau could go 
either way and truthfully didn’t expect to 
win all four categories. Class of 2012 went 
from nothing to everything!” 

Carla Bilemjian, another senior tab-
leau winner, said, “Every year for some 
reason our class came up with a three scene 
tableau. This year we were determined not 
to do that. 

Magically after many after school 
meetings, arguing, pulling hairs and getting 
inspired, we fi nally got an idea that tied 

everything we wanted together.” Brandon 
Sevilla and Jaemin Bahk, junior tableau 
participants, said “It was really fun and 
despite the loss, we still think the Juniors 
should have won the tableau.” 

As the classes waited, the judges ap-
peared on stage and presented each cat-
egory to the student body. All categories, 
of course, were won by the seniors. As it 
ended, they chanted and cheered at the top 
of their lungs while exiting the auditorium. 
Oratorical is a wonderful experience, and 
all students are welcome to participate in 
this traditional event. 

A fi rst-time Oratorical participant, 

Gracie Rivera said, “Oratorical was an 
amazing experience due to the fact that it 
was my fi rst one. I think the seniors de-

served only tableau and speech, but sopho-
mores should have been given discipline, 
and juniors for spirit. I would love to be a 
part of Oratorical for the next three years at 
Glendale High.”
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* The 22nd annual GUSD Scholastic Bowl was held Monday, March 19 at 7 p.m. in 
the GHS auditorium. The GHS team was made up of Manuk Hovanessian, Vahe Av-
agyan, Mary Manukian, Eric Toyota and alternate Romer Telemi. Crescenta Valley 
won with a score of 79 points. Clark was second place with 68 points, Hoover fi n-

ished in third place with 65 points and Glendale took fourth place with 62 points.

* The Adelante Mujer Latina conference is Saturday, April 21, from 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
This free event includes prominent Latina keynote speakers, career and education 
workshops, exhibitor showcases by universities, employers and community, excit-
ing cultural entertainment and more.  

* Applications are now being accepted for the 47th annual Pat Navolanic Memorial 
Award -- PNMA. If you are an involved senior with a good discipline record and 
have excelled in leadership, academics, community service and a CIF sport while at 
GHS, you are encouraged to compete for the coveted PNMA prize. Minimum GPA 
is 3.75. Applications can be downloaded from the homepage of www.glendalehigh.
com and are due Friday, March 30, in Mr. Lancaster’s room, room 6110.

* New members inducted into National Honor Society (NHS) are Ani Avoundjian, 
Eugenia Bagdassarian, Denise Chow, Maddie Corpuz, Robert Gabrielyan, Sherwin 
Rosario and Yasmeen Syed.  

* Congratulations to junior Natalin Daldalian, winner of the Lions Club Zone level 
Student Speaker Contest. In addition to her $100 prize, she advances to the Region 
Level, this month. 

Roosevelt MS dedicates fi eld 

to former counselor Ron Grace 

Glendale High welcomes 
Japanese exchange students 

Glendale High School has a tradi-
tion where Japanese Exchange students 
visit our school from March 12 through 
March 29. During their visit, they attend 
numerous classrooms, interact with stu-
dents, and take trips to various attrac-
tions such as Disneyland, Six Flags and 
Hollywood. 

Students here at Glendale High vol-
unteer to house one or two of these ex-
change students. The favor is returned, 
and they obtain the opportunity to visit 
Japan in summer. Japan takes this trip 
to America seriously, since they pay for 
the students’ expenses. 

This year, six Japanese Exchange 
students are visiting our campus, three 
boys, and three girls. Here is an intro-
duction of the exchange students. 

Takumi Shimokawa is a male, age 
17. He enjoys eating fruits, and is aller-
gic to cats. He enjoys studying English, 
but dislikes mathematics. In America, 
he would like to improve his English 
skills, and visit Hollywood, as well as 
Yosemite National Park. His hobbies in-
clude listening to music, playing tennis, 
and doing funny things. 

Sasaya Ryunosuke is a 16 year old 
male. He enjoys eating deep fried chick-
en, but doesn’t like broccoli. Sasaya en-
joys studying English and mathematics, 
but does not like studying Japanese. In 
America, he’d like to make as many 
friends as possible, visit a musical in-
strument shop, as well as learn to speak 
English very well. His hobbies include 

listening to music, and playing drums. 
Takeda Ryota is a 17 year old male, 

who loves to eat fi sh and spaghetti, but 

cannot stand tomatoes. He adores Eng-
lish, but does not like mathematics or 
P.E. In America, he would like to play 
guitar in front of American friends, visit 
attractions such as Universal Studios, 
Hollywood, and Disneyland. His hob-
bies include playing guitar and listening 
to rock’n’roll music.

Miyazawa Rika is a 16 year old 
female. She eats chocolate everyday, 
and is allergic to most animals. She en-
joys studying English, but does not like 
sports. In America, she would like to 
practice English more, and teach Japa-
nese customs to American friends in 
English. Disneyland is the place she’d 
like to visit, and her hobbies include 
playing the piano.

Iyota Satoe is a 16 year old female. 
She enjoys studying English, but does 
not like mathematics or chemistry. She 
likes eating spaghetti, but doesn’t like 
tomatoes, green peas, or mushrooms. 
In America, she’d love to make many 
friends, as well as visit Hollywood, Dis-
neyland, and New York. Listening to 
music is her hobby.

Tsuchiya Rina is a 17 year old fe-
male, who likes eating eggs and fi sh, but 

doesn’t like bell pepper, green peas, and 
tomatoes. She enjoys studying English, 
but doesn’t like mathematics or history. 
In America, she would like to go to plac-
es her American friends recommend, as 
well as Disneyland, and natural scenic 
places. She wants to experience Ameri-
can culture, and her favorite hobby is 
playing darts.

BY SHAKAY AMIRKHANYAN

Staff Reporter 

Kohlmeier says farewell to Wilson; 
has message for his former students

To all my current and former students, 
siblings of both, current colleagues, former 
colleagues, parents of children that I have 
taught,  and all of my friends!

I’ve been so blessed to have been at 
Wilson Middle School for all 25 years of 
my teaching career.  I actually began my 
love of Wilson way back in 1985 when 
Scott Knapp and I were assigned to Wil-
son to provide Recreational Activities all 
summer due to the successful results of the 
1984 Los Angeles Summer Olympics.  

My two other blessings have been be-
ing the softball coach at Glendale High for 
14 years, and working with the numerous 
schools that use the stadium at 
Glendale High School in my 
role as Event Staff worker, and 
eventually Stadium Manager.  
It is impossible to add up all of 
the wonderful students, teach-
ers, administrators, parents, and 
supporters that I have had the 
opportunity to work with.

You have no idea how 
much I love teaching, and the 
love of interacting with stu-
dents on a daily basis.  There is 
never a day when I wake up and say “ug-
ghh, I don’t want to go to work today”.  I 
always told myself “I would NEVER be a 
teacher”, just because my mom, dad, and 
brother were teachers.  Boy, was I wrong!  
I am such a blessed and lucky person to 
have known all of those whom I have come 
in contact with and had the opportunity to 
have had our lives cross paths.  

An opportunity has been presented to 
me that is really hard to pass up.  The rea-
son it is hard to pass up is that I have never 
challenged myself like this before.  

I have been selected as the new Teach-
er Specialist with our Educational Technol-
ogy and Information Systems (ETIS) with 
the Glendale Unifi ed School District.  This 

job would take me away from Wilson.  You 
have no idea how much I have struggled 
with accepting this decision, as this has 
been, easily, the third hardest decision of 
my entire life (behind the decisions for my 
mom and dad and their lives).  I have shed 
millions of gallons of tears, I have beat 
myself up with the “whys”, “how comes”, 
and “what about the kids”.  I really have no 
more tears left!  I have consulted with those 
that I admire very much and who know me 
well, I have listened to those that see me 
on a daily basis, and I have prayed so very 
hard to God, and to my mom and dad.

So the question becomes, am I ready 
to leave my students at Wilson? Answer- 
NO.  Am I ready to leave the classroom at 
Wilson? Answer- NO.  Am I ready to leave 
Wilson Middle School, the “happiest place 
on earth” (as referred to by former Asst. Su-
perintendents, and former administrators)? 

Answer- NO.  Am I ready to disappoint 
my current students, and possible future 
students whose siblings I had in my class-
room? QUADRUPLE NO. But at the same 
time this chance may never come along in 
my career again. I have grown to embrace 
technology in the classroom and for par-
ent/student communication and access to 
their school assignments and information.  
I have such a  love of spreading technologi-
cal  knowledge and strategies to train other 
teachers and administrators AND to keep 
parents “in the loop” on their child’s suc-
cess’s or failures at school.  This  is really 
very important to me as our technological 

world continues to expand and 
Parents can know about their 
kids school information in “real 
time” as opposed to every fi ve 

weeks.
This particular school 

year, I caught myself telling 
my classes to “challenge them-
selves”,  and “get out of your 
safe and comfort zone” with the 
Crime Scene Investigation proj-
ect that my most beloved col-
leagues (Barbara Harris, Bob 

Kiel, Jennifer Lopez, Jolie Augustine, and 
Mary Inglish) have championed at Wilson.  
I told the kids to “GET OUT OF YOUR 
COMFORT ZONE” and grow as a human 
being so that you can take on more chal-
lenges in life, and at that moment, it hit me 
that I was talking to ME!  

Everyone that knows me well, includ-
ing my brother, my principal Mr. Lucas, 
former administrators, retired teachers, 
current colleagues, current administrators, 
parents, and the many many friends (even 
some who have children who aren’t even 
8th graders yet) have told me to “GO FOR 
IT”.  

I cry even as I am telling you this sto-
ry.  But I don’t want to have any regrets.  I 
want to try this!  I want to see if I can work 
with those that I have never worked with 
before (I’m used to working with kids all 
day long and NOT adults) .  I want to chal-
lenge myself, as I have told my students 
to do.  If I didn’t do this, I would be hypo-
critical.

Please support me in this decision.  As 
I mentioned before, this is the 3rd hardest 
decision of my life!  I’m really afraid of 
making the wrong decision, but how will I 
know that if I don’t try??!!

Please encourage me to continue my 
teaching skills to share with others.  And 
most of all, please keep in touch with me as 
I will always “love the kids more than the 
subjects I teach!”

Thank you for reading this, and sup-
porting me in this new challenge!

Mr. Kris Kohlmeier
ALWAYS a teacher at Wilson!

Ron Grace

A fi eld at Roosevelt Middle School 

was dedicated to the memory of long-time 
counselor Ron Grace. The mil-
lion dollar fi eld is named The 

Ron Grace Sports Complex, 
and was open for use starting 
Feb. 1. 

The $10 million cost for 
this project was funded half by 
the Glendale Unifi ed School 

District and the other half by 
another organization. Along 
with this fi eld, a wing of class-

rooms where the old bungalows 
used to be, are also dedicated 
to Grace. This new turf fi eld also includes 

eleven new basketball courts as well as a 
track. 

Tragically, Ron Grace was killed sev-
eral years ago in a Metrolink accident. He 
was on his way home on the Chatsworth 

Metrolink train, when a collision hap-
pened. He was among the 25 passengers 
whose lives were taken. There were also 
135 people injured on Sept. 12, 2008. 

Grace was 55 years old, married with 
two children and he lived in 
Simi Valley. He was an incred-
ibly happy person. Everyone 
loved him as a person and 
teacher. He did everything for 
his students to have entertain-
ing classes. He was an amazing 
person with a great attitude. He 
always had a positive mind. He 
would always walk in his offi ce 

smiling and ready to spend his 
day happily. 

He loved being a counselor  
and most importantly he loved his students. 
When his students were sad he would try 
to cheer them up and always make them 
happy. Students admired Grace and they 
would always go to his offi ce to seek ad-

vice and guidance. 

BY RIMA TIRATURYAN

Staff Reporter

Kris Kohlmeier

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

The Japanese exchange students arrived at GHS last week and 

were welcomed with a pizza party in Anne Spink’s room.



Over the course of the last few years, there have been 
major adjustments to the quality of food served at Glen-
dale High.  

Bans on soft drinks and changes to the snack ma-
chines with the addition of healthier options could lead 
one to believe that for the most part, the nutritional value 
offered in our food isn’t too bad.  Yet, it came as a sur-
prise when I discovered how the overwhelming majority 
of meals served for breakfast and lunch fail to meet quotas 
for a healthier lifestyle.

There is no doubt that breakfast is the most essential 
meal of the day, as more than 1150 students are served on 
a daily basis. Of the 11 breakfast meals offered, more than 
half are frozen.  Now one may ask, “What is the problem 
with frozen food?”  Except for vegetables, frozen foods 
are mostly drenched in chemicals and preservatives which 
doctors and nutritionists do not recommend, as some be-
lieve these additives cause diseases such as cancer.  Not 
only is the selection of food choices liberally injected 
with toxins, but they are also fi lled with fat, like that of 

the breakfast burrito.  Foods that you would expect to be 
freshly prepared, such as pancakes, eggs with sausage and 
hash brown are all frozen too. 

Unfortunately, the story doesn’t change when it comes 
to lunch.  The meat used in the burgers and Philly cheese 
steak is processed, treated with ammonia (a cleaning agent) 
which is why it is referred to as “Pink Slime.”  Now this 
all may sound a bit scary, but simple changes can be made 
to avoid these undesirable ingredients.  I understand that it 
is diffi cult to cook a meal for a single person, let alone for 

more than a thousand hungry students.  The options that 
already exist such as the salad bar are appreciated; how-
ever with ingredients that are detrimental to the well-being 
of the students, the implementation of healthier, freshly 
prepared (cooked, non-heated) meals is a must.  

The time has come to improve the food, or else the 
administrators will be the ones who are largely responsible 
for raising a future generation of “sick, overweight Glen-
dalians.”  Isn’t something as important as the students’ 
health worth making a serious change in the menu?

COMMENTARY BY ARAM SASSOUNIAN
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OPINION

Artwork by Tomik Gaprielian

Artwork by Emily Schmoogle

It is true that in the United States there are 
people dying from hunger and lack of medical care. 
However, the U.S also gives away money, food 
and medicine to support countries in need of help. 
Almost all of the deaths from hunger and disease 
that you hear about can be stopped. According to 
the United Nations, the cost to achieve this is about 
$195 billion a year. 

Through my travels, I have come across situ-
ations that grieve me just by recalling them. I have 
seen what poverty does to this world while it slowly 
rots away its victims. Poverty can be described as 
a black hole that consumes the happiness of those 
caught in its path.  

The idea of giving to others holds great moral 
value and it is crucial for the United States to share 
its resources with other countries in need of aid. 
Giving is a sign of peace and compassion and as a 
leading nation the United States is doing the right 
thing in assisting underdeveloped countries. Despite 

opposing views on whether the United States should 
assist other countries, there is enough information to 
support our altruistic efforts.

 The history of giving can be traced back to the 
times of the Romans. On the fi rst day of January, 

people gave each other gifts during a celebration to 
represent prosperity and sweetness in the New Year. 
I do not understand why people are so undeniably 
selfi sh when it comes down to having to give some-

thing up. 
We let our egos get in the way and worry more 

about material things and satisfying our own needs 
than about being spiritual and sharing with others. 
Sadly, the world is fi lled with the spirit of competi-

tion for economic status.
  In 1970, 22 of the world’s richest countries 

agreed to annually give 0.7% of their Gross Nation-
al Income as international development aid. Since 
that time, billions of dollars are given each year. 
Even though the U.S. provides a yearly 12 billion 
through foreign grants and credits, we fail to meet 
the 0.7% quota. 

Over 150 countries get fi nancial assistance from 

the U.S. Consider Nicaragua and Vietnam. Both are 
poor countries with agricultural economies, both 
have suffered from long periods of confl ict, and have 

benefi ted from considerable foreign aid. But only 

Vietnam has reduced poverty and enjoyed steady 
economic growth. Nicaragua on the other hand has 
struggled economically, with per capita growth too 
small to make a real difference. 

Conversely, Israel and Egypt receive one-third 
of all U.S. aid, with the majority of the money being 
spent in armaments. I believe that the main reason 
why the United States should be helping other coun-
tries is to further improve grave situations such as 
the ones one might encounter in third world coun-
tries.

Too often we underestimate the power of kind-
ness, we underestimate the power of giving, or the 
smallest act of caring, all of which have the poten-
tial to turn a life around. Humans are the dominant 
species on the planet because we are intelligent, we 
question the world and we look for a brighter future.  
But how might there be a brighter future if at times   
selfi shness gets in the way of being kind to others? 
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Here at Glendale High School we have 

a plethora of classes offered to students at 

the beginning of each school year. There 

are several courses that involve using tech-

nology such as computers, cameras, draw-

ing pads, and more. 

A unique class at Glendale High that 

deals with graphic design, movie making, 

and animation is called Commercial Multi-

media, taught by Scarlett Lowe. 

Lowe has been teaching for 22 years. 

She has dedicated 15 of those years at 

Glendale High School. The CMM program 

itself has been going on for 15 years. In an 

interview with Ms. Lowe,  she stated her 

reason for teaching for so many years. “I 

love art, I love teaching, and I especially 

love teaching kids.” Apart from Commer-

cial Multimedia,  Lowe also teaches archi-

tecture.

There are multiple classes at GHS that 

students can take to help them discover a 

bright future career in graphic design, ani-

mation, or in fi lm. However, many students 
do not take advantage of this great oppor-

tunity because they assume it would be a 

diffi cult class. On the contrary, it is in fact 
more fun than one can imagine it to be. I 

have been in this class for two years,  and I 

can truly say it is truly a class of entertain-

ment. 

You learn so many things about com-

puters, as well as useful programs such as 

Photoshop, After Effects, Maya, and Flash. 

In Commercial Multimedia 1-2 you learn 

the basics of these programs, and the basic 

2D animation. In Commercial Multimedia 

3-4, however, you take it the next level and 

Behind the animated scenes of 

Commercial Multimedia 

learn the skills and techniques of animating 

objects in Maya. In the program After Ef-

fects, you learn how to make introductions 

to videos or add cool effects to the videos. 

“This is the coolest class ever. I wish 

I could be in here all day,” said CMM stu-

dent Samantha Carrillo, a sophomore.

In Commercial Multimedia you learn 

how to use a green screen, as well as Mud-

box, which allows you to create an animal 

or character which you later get to animate 

in the program called Maya. 

Also, you can learn all the ways you 

can use Adobe InDesign, Illustrator, and 

Photoshop – programs that are commonly 

used in the world of graphic designing and 

publishing. 

You also learn how to do web-design-

ing so you can put up your own website on 

the Internet. In this class, you learn skills 

that may be helpful later in life even if you 

do not get into the business of graphic de-

signing, animation or fi lming. 
Right now in our economy there are 

many jobs that require these skills and 

pay good money. If one is into animation, 

graphic designing or fi lming this could es-
pecially be the right job for him.  

Lowe recommends this class to every-

one, especially to those who are into this 

fi eld, are into Facebook, or wish to work 
with Adobe Photoshop. 

This class was once located in the 

bungalows with PC’s, but with the renova-

tion two years ago the class was resupplied 

with new Mac’s. This class can be taken 

by anyone at Glendale High, and is highly 

recommended.

SAMANTHA CARRILLO

“This is 

the coolest 

class ever. I 

wish I could 

be in here 

all day.”

Story by Staff Reporter Josue Cu. Photos by Raymond Bognot

CMM students focus on creating graphics and animating images at their 
Mac computers provided by the school.
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Upcoming Concerts

Academy Awards 
The Academy Awards are very impor-

tant in the life of a celebrity. It determines 
who you are and how good you are. 

This year in the 2012 Academy Awards 
The Artist won a Academy Award for best 
picture.  Hugo won for best Art Direction 
and also for best Sound Editing. 

Angelina Jolie was an announcer at 
the Awards. She was wearing a long, black 
dress which was also seen worn by Jenni-
fer Aniston a few years back. Some people 
found that strange since they are clearly 
enemies.

 I’m sure it must be a blessing waking 
up every morning being as famous as these 
actors and actresses really are, and on top of 
that, also being awarded on such an admir-
ing night where millions of people watch.  
Celebrities either go home disappointed 
that day or happy.  The cast of Hugo defi -
nitely went home happy that night because 
of all the awards they received. Michel Ha-
zanavicius won best director for The Art-

Big Sean
Club Nokia, Mar. 27, 7 p.m.

Lady Antebellum
Staples Center, Mar. 27, 7 p.m.

Guns N’ Roses
Hollywood Palladium, Mar. 29, 10 p.m.

The Dirty Diamond
House Of Blues Sunset Strip, Mar. 29, 
8 p.m.

State of Bass feat. 6Blocc, Polymer Drone, 
and many more 
The Marque, Hollywood Mar. 29, 9 p.m. 
18+  w/ID 

Tyga
Club Nokia, Apr. 1, 7 p.m.

Kelly Clarkson
Nokia Theatre, L.A. Live, Apr. 3, 8 p.m.

Paid Dues
NOS Events Center, San Bernardino
April 12, doors open at 12 p.m.

Bone Thugs N Harmony
House Of Blues Sunset Strip, Apr. 13, 9 p.m.

Coachella Valley Music & Arts Festival
Empire Polo Field, Indio, Apr. 15-17

Bon Iver
Fox Theater, Pomona, Apr. 16, 7:30 p.m.

Bruce Springsteen & the E Street Band
L.A. Sports Arena, Apr. 26-27, 7:30 p.m.

Ingrid Michaelson
Wiltern Theatre, L.A., Apr. 27, 8 p.m.

Drake
Verizon Wireless Amphitheater, May 8, 
7 p.m.

Too $hort
House Of Blues Sunset Strip, May 19

Sugarland
Greek Theatre, May 22, 7:30 p.m.

LMFAO
Staples Center, Jun. 5, 7 p.m.

Van Halen
Staples Center, Jun. 9, 7:30 p.m.

Nickelback
Staples Center, Jun. 15, 6:30 p.m.

Big Time Rush
Verizon Wireless Amphitheater, Jun. 19, 
7 p.m.

Scorpions
Staples Center, Jun. 22, 8 p.m.

Foster The People
Gibson Amphitheater, Jun. 30-Jul. 1, 7 p.m.

Red Hot Chili Peppers
Staples Center, Aug. 11-12, 7:30 p.m.

Madonna
Staples Center, Oct. 10-11, 8 p.m.

Tickets for most venues and concerts can 
be purchased online at ticketmaster.com

ist and Jean Dujardin won best Actor for 
the Artist. Meryl Streep won best Actress 
for The Iron Lady, she was very surprised 
by this taken by the fact that she’s gotten 
older, but everyone who has watched her 
movies knows how incredible she really is 
and they didn’t take it as a surprise. 

For best Original Screenplay, Woody 
Allen won for Midnight in Paris. For best 
Foreign Language fi lm A Separation won, 
which is a Iranian fi lm Christopher Plum-
mer won for Best Supporting Actor for The 
Beginners and Octavia Spencer won Best 
Supporting Actress for

 

The Help.
These celebrities spend all day getting 

ready for this event, an Academy Award 
isn’t just an award for them it’s also about 
who wore the best dress, whose dress is 
most expensive and who is now dating 
who.

If you want to be the best you must 
beat the best and come out looking way 
better then the other celebrities. The Acad-
emy Awards is a competition in a way be-
cause the next day the best looking people 
will be recognized in magazines and the 
boring people will be put down.

Jean Dujardin- Best Actor
“The Artist”

Meryl Streep- Best Actress
“The Iron Lady”

Christopher Plummer- 
Best Supporting Actor, “Beginners”

Octavia Spencer- Best Supporting Actress
“The Help”

Angelina Jolie Jennifer Aniston

BY TANYA HOVSEPIANS
Opinion Editor
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Photo Courtesy of Stylus
Senior Daniel Aragon serves as a top returner for the GHS varsity baseball team.

Coach believes baseball team has desire to win
The Nitros have eight seniors on the base-

ball team. They are Daniel Aragon, Serge Balas-
sian, Seth Coffman, Dillon Howard, Jason Mar-
quez, Evan Norton, Rafael Rios and Sergio Sandoval.
The Nitros’ two starting pitchers are Marquez and Ara-
gon. “They will be my one-two punch on a weekly basis,” 
Coach Jesus Osuna said.  

Howard will be the team’s set-up pitcher and Bran-
don Keen, a sophomore, will be the team’s closer. Osuna 
said, “We will rely mostly on our pitching and defense and 
those were our weaknesses last year. Our main goal this 
year is to make the playoffs.” He believes that the team 
has all of the elements in place to succeed this year. To 
make the playoffs the team must fi nish among the top four 
teams in league.

GHS is also practicing hard to be able to battle Hoover. 
The team has not defeated Hoover in two years or so, they 
are hoping to beat the Tornadoes. 

Osuna said, “We fi nally have the desire, talent and de-
termination to win this year... it should be an interesting 
season for the Pacifi c League.”

Track teams run past Muir

The boys’ track and fi eld team 
started off the season with a win at Muir 
last week. They defeated the Mustangs,  
103-33. 

Senior Jeff Massin and juniors Car-
los Navarro and Michael Davis lead the 
team in the sprints, junior Tristan Pacba 
and senior Siraj Landery compete in the 
hurdles. Both Landery and senior Rob-
ert Casaburi are the team’s top jumpers, 
seniors Josh Carlos and Chris Canlas 
specialize in the long distance races, 
and senior Young Kim and junior Kris-
nel Mirafl or are the Nitro throwers. 

Coach Bob Bailey said, “Based 
on the season results so far, we should 

match up well with the other teams in 
the league on the boys’ side. I think fi ve 
league wins is a possibility.”

For girls’ varsity track they are also 
1-0 after defeating Muir, 110-18. Hard 
working key athletes include senior 
Sophia Amodia (hurdles), senior Nata-
lie Queally (jumps), sophomore Kenya 
Gaskin (sprints), junior Lauren Hansen 
(distance) and freshman Leana Setian in 
the (distance.) “The girls team has low 
numbers this year, so larger teams will 
be a challenge for us,” Coach Bailey 
said. 

It is too determine how the teams 
stack up against Hoover but the meet 
with the Tornadoes should be an excit-
ing one. It is scheduled for April 18 at 
GHS. 

Photos Courtesy of Stylus

Michael Davis and Sophia Amodia, pictured in action from yester-

day’s track meet, are returning Pacifi c League champions for the 

Dynamiters. Davis set the GHS school record last season in the 

100-meters with a time of 10.79, while Amodia set the record in the 

300-meter low hurdles, 45.78.

Mowry leads swim into league

The Dynamiter boys’ swim season has 
offi cially started. The boys had such great 
success with water polo that they were very 
happy that swim season started.  

The top swimmers are the leaders 
and the captains on the team and they are 
Mickey Mowry and Trevor Fritz. Mowry 
and Fritz both had their great share in vic-
tories last year. Alongside them are also 
top swimmers Bijan Rezvani, Kurt John-
son and David Papazian. 

Everybody is excited and can’t wait 
until their meets. “Swim season is all about 
our team improving, if every swimmer tried 
their hardest then our team will get faster 
and our swimmers will hit their personal 
records,” said Coach Forest Holbrook. “If 

each swimmer can do that, we will have a 
very successful season.”

“When water polo season ends I can’t 
wait until swim season so I can practice 
hard in order to get better for next season. 
It also brings me closer to my teammates 
because we spend a lot of time together. 
It’s a lot of fun to swim and work with 
everybody as a team,” said junior Martin 
Chatalyan. 

In girls’ swimming, the top fi nish-
ers are expected to be Melissa Gonzalez, 
who swims the butterfl y, breaststroker Bi-
youregh Boghozian, freestyler Jacqueline 
Jones, and Maddie Corpuz, who is a strong 
competitor in the butterfl y and backstroke. 

Holbrook said that the team’s biggest 
competition is Hoover. That meet is sched-
uled for April 25 in the Nitro pool and will 
begin at 3:30.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
Mickey Mowry holds school records in the 100-yard butterfl y and 100-

yard backstroke. His time of 50.24 in the butterfl y earned him fourth place 

at CIF fi nals last season, and his time of  51.05 earned him 5th place in 

the CIF fi nals in the backstroke. Both times were under All-America con-

sideration time standards.

BY PATRICK JAYOMA

Sports Editor

BY ARTAK ARZUMANYAN

Staff Reporter

BY PATRICK JAYOMA

Sports Editor
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Mohr excited about 
future of his squad

The Glendale High golf team returns 
four players to the team this season. They 
are senior Raymond Bognot, and sopho-
mores  Kevin Yi, Kent Asano, and Joon 
Song.  

There are also six new additions to the 
team: Freshmen Eyna Alaan, Kobe Smo-
linski, and Sammy Do and sophomores 
Dong Yoo and Anthony Reyes and junior 
Griffi n Gilmore. The GHS team will com-

pete with the B division teams this year.  
Coach Anthony Mohr said, “I hope to win 
the B division, which consists of Hoover, 

Muir and Pasadena. We have improved tre-
mendously and I look forward to the future 
and think that we realistically could com-
pete with the A division teams in a couple 
of years.  The future is bright.”

Two players Do and Asano will com-
pete for individual medals in league.  They 
will play in the A division individual 
matches to compete for all-league and a 
chance to make it to CIF for the individ-
ual golf championships.  The top seven in 
league qualify for CIF and the top seven 
make the all-Pacifi c League team.

“The goal is to have a smile on your 
face when you have fi nished your round of 

golf,” said Mohr. 

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
Kent Asano swings away in Monday’s golf match against Pasadena. 

Tennis beats CV twice
Glendale High tennis is one of the 

sports that has always had really close 
chances for championships. Coach Bob 
Davidson started his career as tennis coach 
at GHS in 1988. 

He has won the league championships 
seven times, most of them came in the 
1990s and the last one was in 2006. Last 

year Glendale won both games against 
Hoover, however; Davidson said that it is 
going to be a close match this year because 
Hoover has some very good players. GHS 
is coming off two wins over Crescenta 

Valley, both by scores of 11-7. Glendale 
High’s best players in singles are Mike 
Unanian and Nawaf Tokatly. In doubles, 
Rene Glandian, Sam Sarian, Alex Yoon and 
Edgar Hakobyan are the top Dynamiters. 
This year Glendale High tennis team’s goal 
is to challenge for the league championship 
and make it to the CIF playoffs. 

Top league opponents will be Arcadia 
and Burroughs both considered the favor-
ites and Hoover, Burbank, CV and Glen-
dale battling for the third and fi nal playoff 

position
Last year they fi nished third in the 

league and won the fi rst match in the CIF 

playoffs. 

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
Michael Unanian returns the serve in the match against Burroughs.

BY REVIK BAGHOOMIAN
Staff Reporter
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BY PATRICK JAYOMA
Sports Editor

Volleyball looking for 
fi rst Pacifi c League win

With the current record of 0-3, the 
Glendale High boys varsity put up a strong 
fi ght against Alhambra on March 15. 

Despite their loss, they were able to 
scare Alhambra with close scores: fi rst set 

25-22, second set 25-19, and third set 25-

12. Helping the team, outside hitter, Kevin 
Fonta scored seven kills and two blocks, 
alongside with Luis Trejo, the team’s mid-

dle, in scoring six kills and two intense 
blocks. 

There are three seniors in this year’s 
team, Billy Alvarez, Jeff Ongnok, and 
Kevin Gupilan, most are in the starting six. 

“Even if we lost, we stood strong till the 
end. It was an intense game and I can’t wait 
for our next rematch,” said Billy Alvarez. 
Kevin Fonta said, “It was in our game 
against Burroughs where Glendale High 
showed they can hit, but unfortunately 
Burroughs High School’s  blocks were too 
superior over us.” 

A defeated score of 25-10 fi rst set, 25-

11 second set, and third set 25-17, got the 

varsity boys disappointed. This year GHS 
has a very young team, with only three 
returning varsity players. The starting six 
consists more of previous JV players. 

Today, they play Arcadia in the GHS 
big gym at 3:30 and next Friday they host 
Hoover, also at 3:30. 

BY ALYSSA RIDAD
Staff Reporter

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
The boys’ volleyball teams plays host to Arcadia today at 3:30 in the GHS 

big gym. Next Friday, GHS hosts Hoover at 3:30. Admission is free.



The suicide rate has been growing throughout the 
years and many people wonder why it happens. In real-
ity there are many reasons why someone would feel the 
need to proceed with suicide and the most common one, 
unfortunately, is the fact that they cannot seem to over-
come their problems. Everyone faces diffi cult situations 
but some can manage it and others just seem to lock them-
selves in a box of depression. 

In different schools many students confront people 
that constantly harass them or make them feel like they 
don’t deserve respect. That has become so common 
amongst students in school that something should be done 
about it. A case in particular was a girl who went to high 
school and had been confronting a really delicate situation 
of sexual abuse. She always kept it silent and even though 
she didn’t demonstrate it to 
anyone many people made 
her feel indifferent. 

According to this person 
she was so intimidated about 
the stuff they talked about 
her that she developed panic 
attacks and gave up on her 
goals. She had problems with 
fear and she could not take the 
pressure. The feeling of accep-
tance seemed to be her prior-
ity and so she started missing 
school. In one of those many 
days she intended to kill her-
self in her room but she real-
ized that she just couldn’t carry out the task. 

Death was a step away from her hands and if she didn’t 
have any support from anyone she possibly could’ve just 
taken away her life. The only type of support that she had 
was her parents that loved her. Their soothing words when 
they didn’t even know a single thought that went through 
her mind or whatever had happened to her kept her going. 
Those words of support held her back and if you really 
see it was something small that made such a big change 
in her life. 

This could seem awfully ridiculous to some and oth-
ers think it really isn’t that serious. Reality is that many of 
the people that surround us today in school could be going 
through problems that affect them so much to the point 
where they feel like they have nothing left in life. If each 
one of us greeted each other with a warm smile and sup-
portive words things would change drastically. 

No one really knows the problems people have at 
home or with their family members. We probably never 
really know what their childhood was like either. Even 
if their behavior isn’t common or it’s just different from 
what you’re like it shouldn’t give you a reason to classify 
them as a weird person. We can each plant our seed and 
help it grow in various ways. If ever someone approaches 
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CLOSE UP

Don’t close your eyes
you to seek friendship and trust, don’t negate it from them 
hand it to them. 

Many of us need someone to hear us out and spill 
out all our worries like the heavy rain on a cloudy and 
stormy day. If it takes us to be the sunlight and brighten 
their hopes and be that light to their path why shouldn’t 
we make it happen? Working together will help everything 
fall into place and even if many of us teenagers think were 
too popular or to tough to do such things than we should 
think of it twice. When we see someone who is often alone 
or is found in a depressive mood than maybe it’s a chance 
for us to make the move and ask if there okay. Our endur-
ance should be focusing on helping those who need to hear 
their worth something and to demonstrate them that their 
life value has no price. Life is a privilege not a possession 
you can choose to end whenever you feel like it. 

Others who are dying in hospital beds due to cancer or 
some kind of rare illness wish they could have such a great 
opportunity. If you waste what you have then it shows 
how little you appreciate yourself and even if your emo-

tional status is at that level 
you should try to keep on 
going. The girl earlier in 
this passage went through 
a very hard trauma but still 
managed to have the cour-
age and face her fears and 
today she is a person with 
much success. 

This journey must 
have been a complicated 
one and a painful one as 
well but there goes that 
hope to those who need 
that band aid to their inju-
ry. Therefore if we know of 

someone or suspect that someone can be at the borderline 
of hurting themselves or ending their lives we should com-
municate it to an adult as fast as possible. 

We can also persuade them to seek professional help 
in order to help them deal with their emotional traumas. 
Let this be an arduous battle now because the results will 
be quite astounding later. Suicide awareness has its pur-
pose to inform those who know about people who have 
attempted to fi nish with their lives but to also heal those 
with hearts that are waiting to be mended. 

There is no greater feeling than the one where you 
know you have made a change to someone’s life or the 
way they will look at it in the future. This way the wings 
that they felt had been cut off in the beginning of their 
lives now feel like they have grown to their fullest length. 
Those wings that are free as can be are the liberation of 
their trapped saddened souls. Therefore no one should be 
afraid to be who they are now because being you makes 
there be one more wonderful person on this earth. 

Whether you believe it or not, that is not the issue 
because it’s been stated as a fact. Life goes on no matter 
what and no matter what you’re always valuable. Share 
this with people and raise suicide awareness because you 
too can be part of the change.

BY CARLEN COLMENARES

Special to Explosion


