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Taking a journey through the Nitros’ season

Glendale 10
Cathedral 21

Glendale 8
Burbank 56

Glendale 14
CV 35

Glendale 21
South Pas 27

Glendale 17
La Canada 40

Glendale 6
Muir 31

Glendale 6
Burroughs 35

Glendale 13
Pasadena 26

Glendale 14
Arcadia 49

2 RIOS, JULIAN   12 WR/DB
3 MARAVILLA, ALEJANDRO 12 WR/DB
4 VILLAPANDO, NICK   12 RB/LB
5 MANUKIAN, ALEX  12 RB/DB
6 ANDERSON, LINDEN  12 RB/DB
7 FULLER, DILLON  12 WR/DB
8 YOON, ALEX   11 QB/LB
9 CONTRERAS, ALEJANDRO 12 WR/DB
10 DAVIS, MICHAEL  10 WR/DB
15 NORTON, EVAN  11 QB/LB 
16 SIMPAO, GUSTINE  10 RB/LB 
17 ALAS, WALTER   12 WR/LB
18 RECINOS, JAMES  11 WR/DB
19 CHOI, HAN   12 RB/DB
20 PLATERO, ANTHONY  12           RB/LB 
21 DEFRANCE, MATTHEW  11 QB/OL
22 MAXWELL, DUNCAN  12 RB/LB
25 COLLINS, ANTHONY  10 WR/RB
28 KIM, CHAN   12 WR
32 AKHTAR, MUHAMMAD 11 WR/DB
34 ARIAS, FELIPE   11 RB/LB 
44 SANCHEZ, ALEJANDRO 12 TE/DL
51 GAETAN, VICTOR  12 OL/DL
52 VEGA, KEVIN   11 OL/DL
55 MIZUKI, JAMES  12 OL/DL
56 VAHANYAN ARTHUR  12 TE/DL 
58 SAAVEDRA, MOISES  12 OL/DL
61 GABRIELYAN, GAGIK  11 OL/DL
64 BARRIOS, JORGE  12 RB/LB
67 ATTARIAN, MARK  12 OL/DL
69 BEIGJANI, ARVIN  12 OL/DL
70 BABAKHANI, NAREK  12 OL/DL
73 MENDOZA, MARCO  12 OL/DL
75 MORALES, JULIO  12 OL/LB

GLENDALE HIGH SCHOOL 2010 VARSITY FOOTBALL ROSTER
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Quarterback Alex Yoon gave Glen-
dale  hope when he led the Nitros to a 10-7 
fourth quarter lead. The Phantoms turned 
the ball over several times to set GHS up 
with some short fields.

From the beginning, failure to capital-
ize on extra possessions and great field po-
sition hurt the Nitros. Alex Yoon fumbled 
late in the game and it was doubly costly 
because Yoon was knocked out of the game 
with a twisted ankle and unable to return 
for the team’s final possession. GHS was 
down just 14-10 with a minute to play.

“La Canada is bigger and stronger 
than we are,” Coach Alan Eberhart told the 
Glendale News-Press. “We couldn’t tackle 
them. It’s simple.”

The Nitros’ tackling issues were espe-
cially evident in the first half.  La Cana-
da’s Daleep Sandhu scored the first three 
touchdowns. GHS’s Linden Anderson 
scored on a 22-yard pass from Alex Yoon, 
before ending the first half by cutting into 
the Spartan’s lead. Yoon ran 22 times for a 
game-high 156 yards. The Nitros had four 
turnovers. 

South Pasadena scored easily, taking a 
two-touchdown lead after the first quarter. 

Senior Alex  Maravilla took the ball 82 
yards for a touchdown after picking up the 
ball from a blocked field goal attempt. That 
cut the Tiger lead to 14-7. 

Later, Alex Manukian scored on a one-
yard touchdown. And after an Alex Yoon 
82-yard run for his own touchdown, the 
game was tied late in the fourth quarter. 

But, South Pasadena was able to grab 
the game’s winning score with about a 
minute left to play.

Crescenta Valley quarterback Zac 
Wilkerson punched in a score from two 
yards out for a 14-7 lead with 6:35 left in 
the third quarter. The touchdown was just 
the beginning in a series of short fields for 
the Falcons in the second half. But, the Fal-
cons’ ensuing kickoff was mishandled and 
recovered by the Nitros. Although, Glen-
dale had a net total of negative-eight yards 
of offense in its first three possessions of 
the second half, quarterback Alex Yoon 
broke free for a 63-yard touchdown run 
with 1:50 left in the game.

Nitros quarterback Alex Yoon was 
sacked on a drop back play on Glendale’s 
first possession of the game. With just un-
der six minutes left in the first quarter, Yoon 
had to leave the game due to injury. 

“We lost two of our best players to-
night,” Eberhart said after the game. 
“They’re aggressive. We came out and tried 
to establish the pass, They just blitzed us 
and that’s when Alex got hurt.” At the 3:20 
mark of the first quarter, Glendale fumbled 
the ball on its own 10-yard line on the first 
play of its second possession of the night. 
That’s how it went for GHS all night.

Glendale led by a point late in the third 
quarter but committed untimely penalties.
Its offense stalled and its defense couldn’t 
stop the Bulldogs’ running game.

Glendale started the half with a 12-
play, 75-yard drive that took five minutes. 
The drive ended when quarterback Alex 
Yoon rushed in for a one-yard touchdown, 
which was his second of the night. Yoon 
rushed 17 times for 54 yards and teammate 
Chan Kim had 14 carries for 76 yards.

After Yoon’s run which gave the Ni-
tros a 13-12 lead, the Dynamiters were shut 
out. 

The Nitros played keep-away from the 
Indians for the first half, controlling pos-
session of the ball for more than 18 min-
utes. This strategy worked as Glendale 
trailed by just eight at halftime. 

Once again, the final score did not in-
dicate how close the Dynamiters were from 
winning. GHS was not too far behind early 
on, but by the end of the game, the final 
score was 35-6. The Dynamiters’ only two 
scores came from the leg of senior Nick 
Villapando, who kicked 29 and 41 yard 
field goals. Alex Yoon (59 yards) and Chan 
Kim (76 yards) were also quite helpful.

Although not gaining many points, 
Glendale did an effective job on the field.

The Nitros defense was strong at the 
beginning of the third quarter, holding 
Muir to a 33-yard field goal on its first pos-
session of the second half to make it 17-0 
with 7:42 to play in the quarter.

Glendale trailed, 14-0, at the half, de-
spite controlling the ball for 17:30 and run-
ning seven more plays than Muir.

Glendale got a team-high 72 yards 
rushing from Chan Kim and 67 yards on 
the ground from quarterback Alex Yoon, 
who scored the Nitros’ single touchdown.

GHS trailed just 21-14 at halftime, but  
in the second half, it was all Arcadia. In all, 
the Apaches scored 35 unanswered points. 
Highlights in the game for GHS were a 
68-yard touchdown pass from Alex Yoon 
to sophomore speedster Michael Davis. 
Glendale stayed close for the first half but 
then surrendered 28 second-half points in a 
49-14 Pacific League loss. Yoon completed 
three of seven passes for 85 yards and one 
interception. GHS did finish the game with 
269 yards of total offense.

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4

Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
SWEEP: Nitro running back Anthony Platero runs 
around the end against Crescenta Valley.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
POWER: Chan Kim heads down the field against John 
Muir.

Week 9

Compiled by Kristina Avagyan and Satenik Gutalazyan, Staff Reporters

32 AKHTAR, MUHAMMAD 11 WR/DB 
17 ALAS, WALTER   12 WR/LB 
6 ANDERSON, LINDEN  12 RB/DB 
34 ARIAS, FELIPE   11 RB/LB 
67 ATTARIAN, MARK  12 OL/DL 
70 BABAKHANI, NAREK  12 OL/DL 
64 BARRIOS, JORGE  12 RB/LB
69 BEIGJANI, ARVIN  12 OL/DL 
19 CHOI, HAN   12 RB/DB 
25 COLLINS, ANTHONY  10 WR/RB 
9 CONTRERAS, ALEJANDRO 12 WR/DB 
10 DAVIS, MICHAEL  10 WR/DB 
21 DEFRANCE, MATTHEW  11 QB/OL 
7 FULLER, DILLON  12 WR/DB 
61 GABRIELYAN, GAGIK  11 OL/DL 
51 GAETAN, VICTOR  12 OL/DL 
28 KIM, CHAN   12 WR 
5 MANUKIAN, ALEX  12 RB/DB 
3 MARAVILLA, ALEJANDRO 12 WR/DB
22 MAXWELL, DUNCAN  12 RB/LB 
73 MENDOZA, MARCO  12 OL/DL 
55 MIZUKI, JAMES  12 OL/DL 
75 MORALES, JULIO  12 OL/LB 
15 NORTON, EVAN  11 QB/LB 
20 PLATERO, ANTHONY  12           RB/LB 
18 RECINOS, JAMES  11 WR/DB 
2 RIOS, JULIAN   12 WR/DB
58 SAAVEDRA, MOISES  12 OL/DL 
44 SANCHEZ, ALEJANDRO 12 TE/DL 
16 SIMPAO, GUSTINE  10 RB/LB 
56 VAHANYAN ARTHUR  12 TE/DL 
52 VEGA, KEVIN   11 OL/DL 
4 VILLAPANDO, NICK   12 RB/LB 
8 YOON, ALEX   11 QB/LB
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Year

1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937

1938
1939

1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969

1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989

1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999

2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009

Winner

Hoover
Glendale
Hoover
Hoover
Glendale*
Glendale
Glendale
Tie
Glendale (tie breaker)

Glendale
Glendale

Hoover
Hoover
Glendale
Hoover
Tie
Glendale
Hoover
Hoover
Hoover
Glendale

Glendale
Hoover
Hoover
Hoover
Hoover
Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Glendale

Hoover
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover
Glendale
Hoover
Hoover
Glendale
Hoover
Hoover

Glendale
Hoover
Hoover
Hoover
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover
Glendale 
Glendale
Glendale

Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover
Hoover
Hoover**
Glendale 
Hoover
Glendale
Hoover

Glendale
Glendale
Glendale 
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover
Hoover**
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover

Glendale 
Glendale
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover
Glendale
Hoover
Glendale
Glendale
Hoover

Score

12-6
15-0
7-0
15-6
6-0*
13-2
40-0
6-6
12-0
2-0
7-0

12-7
25-19
25-6
19-7
0-0
25-6
27-7
14-6
7-6
34-7

7-6
6-0
26-7
20-14
13-7
14-12
21-12
38-12
33-7
19-6

14-7
21-0
33-0
16-0
19-0
21-6
28-12
27-20
30-27
30-23

14-7
28-6
27-14
7-6
10-0
15-13
20-13
17-12
27-15
27-8

28-0
15-14
7-0
48-6
34-0
33-19**
7-0
3-0
10-6
20-14

35-6
51-0
13-3
49-7
21-14
15-14
48-34**
25-7
21-6
21-10

35-21
28-14
31-0
28-8
42-28
35-21
22-15
35-7
55-7
15-7

THE BIG GAME

Glendale leads the series 

* denotes Glendale forfeit
** denotes Hoover forfeit
The teams met twice in 1937. The second game was 
used as a tie breaker since the first game ended in a tie.

Then and Now

Roy Vujovich, a coach who built 
championship football teams in Glendale 
in ’50s, ’60s and ’70s passed away on Oct. 
23 at age 83. A memorial service is planned 
to celebrate his life this Sunday at 1 p.m. in 
the Glendale High School auditorium. Sun-
day would have been his 84th birthday.

Family members confirmed he died of 

natural causes at his home in North Hills. 
Dr. Peter Navolanic, a member of the GHS 
class of 1963, played football under Vu-
jovich, said, “He was a tremendous role 
model for my brother Pat and me. He was 
truly one of those people you meet in your 
life who makes a difference. Probably his 
greatest legacy will be just that... he made 
a difference in the lives of the students who 
had the good fortune to know him.”

Vujovich was a very educated and tal-
ented man. He was born in Los Angeles on 
Nov. 14, 1926. Vujovich graduated with a 
bachelors degree in mathematics at UCLA 
as well as played for the Bruins football 
team for Coach Red Sanders. He enlisted 
in the United States Navy during World 
War II; however, left the area for about 
three years to take a job as a sales represen-
tative for a furniture business in Northern 
California. 

Vujovich was a coach for three schools 
for 20 years. He coached at Glendale High 
from 1952-1965. It is easy to say that “Vu” 
was known as the coach who would always 

encourage his players to be hardworking 
and motivated. 

He had a spirit for making his players 
play very rough.“ He just loved coaching,” 
his daughter Vujovich-LaBarre told the 
Glendale News-Press. “He really admired 
his players and he was a part of their matu-
ration process. “He took his players under 
his wing.”

Vujovich was also a teacher in the 
Glendale Unified School District for many 

years. In 1966 season, he became the head 
coach at Glendale Community College. 
The Vaqueros finished that campaign 4-4-

1. Three years later (1969-1974), he de-
cided to coach at Hoover High School. In 
his six seasons for the Tornadoes, his teams 
won four meetings against cross-town rival 
Glendale. Bob Gagliano was the quarter-
back during part of Vujovich’s period with 
the Tornadoes. Gagliano became a profes-
sional player with the NFL.

“I went with him to games to scout 
other teams and I learned a lot from him. 
We would write down things and then dis-
cuss it. He was the most influential man in 

my life other than my father,” former Nitro 
player and teacher Tod Thompson said. 

Vujovich taught his players what be-
ing an actual team meant. Vujovich trained 
his players at a professional level with all-
league and CIF honors. Some of his talent-
ed player’s name were Al Rosso, Thomp-
son, Damon Bame, Steve Moore, George 
McGowan, Jim Beckenhauer, Gagliano, 
Randy Tidwell, Bill French, Greg Erke, 

Famed former Coach Roy Vujovich passes 
away at 83; memorial service set for Sunday

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

LEGACY: Those who have met 

Vujovich have been inspired by 

him.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
1990: Pathon Rucker led the state in scoring 

his junior year and dominated Hoover.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
2010: Alex Manukian runs the ball all the way 

with his fellow blockers by his side.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
1972: A big crowd gathers as a fellow class-

mate attempts to demolish the Hoover car.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
2010: What better way to relieve stress than 

to beat the Hoover car with a sledge hammer.
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Photo Courtesy of Stylus
1960’s: Nitro Banner Girls spell out G-L-E-N-

D-A-L-E at a football game.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
2010: Showing their school spirit the cheer-

leaders raise school spirit to new heights.

BY AYLIN EZRAEELIAN
Staff Reporter

Dave Pennial and Sid Stark. All these play-
ers got a chance to be coached by a man 
full of passion, knowledge, and integrity. 
Roy Vujovich was a husband, father, teach-
er, coach, and a friend. He will always be 
remembered for his efforts and kindness.

46-33-2
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Who will soar
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Princess Caroline Aghjanian has been involved in a variety 

of clubs and activities including ASB, Link Crew, Red Cross, 

Best Buddies, and the Class Council while maintaining a non-

weighted GPA of 3.37. She is also the ASB director of activities, 

and she was the junior class secretary. In addition, she is a mem-

ber of the National Honor Society. 

Caroline also participates in sports. She has had a great deal 

of success as a part of the girls’ tennis team. “Caroline shows 

a large amount of school spirit in all the activities she does for 

GHS,” said math teacher Bob Bailey.

Princess Mabelle Denuna has a cumulative GPA of 3.67 

and loves to serve people in positive ways by volunteering her 

time and talents to various organizations such as the American 

Red Cross and the American Cancer Society. 

She participates in organizations such as Darfur Action 

Committee of which she is the director of publicity. She has also 

participated on the track team for all four years. She has shown 

leadership and initiative by being a Link Crew leader. “Mabelle 

possesses a strong work ethic and always puts forth her best ef-

fort,” said math teacher Jennifer Lee.

Princess Fiona Ho is “a hard working student with excel-

lent participation and attendance, as well as a great role model,” 

according to science teacher Sharon Taylorson. Along with a cu-

mulative GPA of 3.6, Fiona is the president of Chinese Club and 

a member of Christian Club, Key Club, and Habit as well as a 

dedicated Link Crew leader.  Fiona has also been a member of 

ASB for the past four years. 

Her community service includes participating in Ability 

First  every week and helping at a pharmacy every other week.

Princess Sofia Rezvani has been the associate director of A 

Cappella Choir for two years and the director of Chamber Choir. 

She has a cumulative GPA of 4.04 and is a Link Crew leader. She 

has been playing soccer for four years, two years on varsity. In 

addition, Sofia is a member of the National Honor Society. 

She accrued 280 hours of community service by volunteer-

ing in such groups as the Assistance League of Glendale. Dur-

ing the summer, Sofia also participated in the Glendale Centre 

Theatre Summer Program. “Sofia is a fabulous student and she 

is already a wonderful director and teacher,” said choir director 

Grace Sheldon-Williams.

Princess Andrea Viau, with a GPA of 3.39, is the current  

captain of the cheer team and has been cheerleading for three 

years now. She is also an editor for the school’s yearbook and 

was an officer for ASB for her first two years of high school. 

Andrea has also played on the GHS soccer team for a year. An-

drea is a dedicated member of the Class Council, and a “true 

Dynamiter.”

Andrea also works as a sound technician three hours a week. 

Journalism advisor Patrick Lancaster said, “Andrea is a very en-

thusiastic member of the class of 2011. She is an ideal represen-

tative of Nitro spirit on the Homecoming court.” 
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Prince Jimmy Bae, with a cumulative GPA of 3.783, par-
ticipates in numerous extracurricular activites. He has been in 
ASB for four years and is currently ASB’s Director of Rallies. 
He is also in the school’s drumline. Jimmy also participates in a 
variety of clubs such as Korean Club and Christian Club, and he 
is the president of  Habit.

 Jimmy has also been a part of our school’s drumline for four 
years and is a member of Joy Saturday School and his Praise 
Team at church. “Jimmy is a dedicated student here at GHS with 
an amazing work ethic,” says science teacher Shawna Metcalf.

Prince Mark Garcia maintains a 3.447 GPA and has been a 
part of Link Crew, Class Council, Chinese Club, and Key Club. 
Mark is a new member of ASB and is also the Boys Athletic Di-
rector. Mark has been playing baseball since freshman year and 
has been captain during his junior and senior years.

Mark does a lot of community service activities such as the 
ACT Now Summit College Fair, the CSLA Youth Student Coun-
cil, and the CSLA Leadership Youth. “Mark is a delightful young 
man. He is a terrific leader and extremely involved in Glendale 

High activities,” said government teacher Carole Collins.

Prince James Mizuki has a GPA of 3.222 and is also in-
volved in several sports. He has been playing football and soccer 
for four years, three on varsity in both sports. Also, he is a mem-
ber of the Christian Club as well as the Wrestling Club.

James also frequently visits Mexico to build children’s shel-
ters for kids without families. He has been there five times, each 

trip longer than three days. James also leads his church in musi-
cal worship once a week. “James brings great positive energy to 
the class” said art teacher Nicoleta Soris.

Prince Robert Perez has a 3.3 GPA and participates in KEY 
Club, Interact Club, and Link Crew. He is this year’s KEY Club 
president, and he is very dedicated to the club, spending four 
years as a member. He is also a four-year member of the GHS 
marching band.

Robert was also involved in the Eco-Corps L.A. Zoo, a pro-
gram that helps teach about the environment. He also does com-
munity service with the clubs that he is a part of. “His determi-
nation and persistence are qualities that will get him far in life,” 
said history teacher Olivia Macaulay, one of the many people 
impressed by Robert’s dedication.

Prince Kevin Velasquez has a GPA of 3.4. He is a significant 

member of Drill Team and was in Link Crew last year. Kevin has 
been on Drill Team for all four years of his high school career. 
He has been a captain on the team for three years.

Kevin also does a lot of community service, participating 
in the Autism Walk, Alzheimer’s Walk, Relay for Life, the PTA 
Luncheon, and many more extracurricular activities. He has also 
been in an Alex Theater performance and the Burbank Film Fes-
tival. “Kevin is the most energetic human I know,” drill team 
advisor Kelly Palmer says. “He is intelligent, charitable, and a 
very gifted dancer.”
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Pajama/Crazy Hair Day Way Back Wednesday 
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By Arsine Torosyan

With all the sleepy, bed-craving students 
we have wandering the halls of Glendale High; 
it’s not a surprise that Pajama Day is as much 
of a success as it is. Not to mention the outra-
geous hairstyles we see on a daily basis, ex-
cept, on this day, they are over-exaggerated 
just a tad.  

Ties, plaid skirts, and collared shirts filled 
Glendale High as students excitedly showed 
off their preppy looks. It was a nice change 
to see our spirited classmates dressed profes-
sionally rather than the everyday casual attire. 
All the preppy outfits around campus surely 
brought out a lot of pep as well. 

Surely, a new tradition has been estab-
lished this year with the new and creative Way 
Back Wednesday idea. Students eagerly came 
to school flaunting their best ’70s, ’80s, and 
’90s outfits.  There’s no doubt that this dress up 
idea will continue to fill a day in Spirit Week 
for many years to come. 

Plaid/Preppy Day

2010 Homecoming Rally

Needless to say, there has been great anticipation for the 2010 Homecom-
ing Rally. It is being held today in the Big Gym as always. There has been much 
hype surrounding this rally, especially since this is the first rally of the year. Spirit 
Week has been filled with lunch time activity games, spirited dress up days, and 
not to mention the recognized DJ Vick One dropping the hottest beats during 
lunch to pump us up for the Homecoming Dance. 

This year’s theme is the Justice League or superheroes in general. Seniors 
have been assigned to dress up as either Superman or Wonder Woman, juniors 
as Batman and Cat Woman, sophomores as Flash Gordon and Jesse Quick, and 

freshmen as Aquaman (and his fishy friends).
We should expect the usual homecoming rally events that we all know and 

love to take place, such as, football’s Nitro chant, and the class spirit competition. 
Also to be expected is the obstacle course contest between the classes. 

The Homecoming Court will be announced at this rally in the traditional 
fashion along with our newest version of the hilarious Homecoming Court kid-
napping video, which turns out to be a great hit every year. This rally will build 
up the excitement for the Big Game tonight and also set the tone for the Home-
coming Dance.
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Alex yoon
Glendale High School’s varsity foot-

ball team has gone through one disappoint-
ing loss after another this season. Many 
players have gotten injured, have had bad 
games, or have not been playing to their 
fullest potential. However, one player that 
has been outstanding throughout the entire 
season is Alex Yoon. 

Although just a junior, Yoon is the 
Nitro’s starting varsity quarterback. And 
while most students would feel the weight 
of the world on their shoulders as tonight’s 
kick off approaches, Yoon takes it all in 
stride.

This season has been really hard for 
Alex. Losing nine games straight was a 
struggle for the team. Yoon runs every play 
on offense and also plays a huge role on 
the Dynamiter’s defense. “I expected the 
season to turn out a little better, but I still 
gave my best effort in all of the games,” he 
said, knowing that he gave it his best shot 
regardless of the outcome.

Outside of playing the game he loves, 
Alex is a great guy to be around. He has 
loved sports for a very long time. Some 
other sports that he loves to play are ten-
nis, basketball, and swimming. He is also a 

Quick Facts:

Position: QB, OLB

Class: Junior

Jersey: #8

Passing Yards Per Game

35.1

Passing Touchdowns

2

Points Per Game

4.3

Passing Yards

246

member of A Cappella Choir and maintains 
a 4.1 GPA. After high school, Alex is very 
interested in possibly attending the Univer-
sity of Southern California.

It all comes down to one more game 
in the football season, and it is the big-
gest game of the year for the Nitros. “The 
team really wants the bell back,” he says. 
“Hoover’s offense is good, but our defense 
is good enough to contain them.” 

“This game will come down to only 
one thing, which team wants it more,” he 
declared. The 0-9 team will play in front 
of the biggest crowd of the year at Moyse 
Stadium, and the outcome will be etched 
into the GHS history books. “This is going 
to be a game to remember.” 

As this season comes to a close, Yoon 
thinks about what next year’s varsity team 
will be like. “Next season is going to be 
challenging because we are losing a lot of 
good talent,” he said. 

He really loves this team and what it 
has become this year. Next year, Alex will 
be a senior; therefore, he will have more 
agility, more strength, and more awareness 
of how to play the game. Next year will 
definitely be an exciting season.

Story by Jason Cunag and Photos by Norbek Gharibian
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#3 Alex Maravilla 

Quick Facts:
Name: Alex Maravilla
Height: 6’0
Weight: 165
Position: Defensive Back,             
Wide Receiver
Tackles per game: 5.0
Points per game:1.5
Receiving Number: 6
Yards Per Catch: 13.83

During this year’s disappointing Glendale High Nitros’ season, one player 
has managed to excel through the adversity and play at a very high level. Alex 
Maravilla, the defensive back and wide receiver for the Nitros, has been a de-
fensive back in varsity for three years and a captain since his freshman year. 

Alex has been playing sports all of his life. He has not only been playing 
football but also been involved in other sports such as basketball and base-
ball. When asked why he joined football and not some of the other sports he  
also played, Alex said, “I felt athletic enough to succeed in football rather than 
the other sports, and I love the contact that the sport has, and playing under 
the lights is a feeling like no other.” Alex is very passionate about football, and 
he gives every game 100 percent. 

“Having heart and never giving up,” according to Alex, is the reason that 
he has continued to excel in football. “You have to play every game like it’s 
your last,” said Alex when asked how he prepares for the games. Being men-
tally and physically in shape is a key to playing at a high level in the gridiron, 
and Alex shows that how tough he is every time he steps on the field. 

Practice is about two and a half hours long for the Nitros. They work on 
offense, defense, and special teams. Alex says that “practice makes perfect,” 
which is a true statement. He tries to perfect the way he lines up on the field 
and how he back pedals as a defensive back. When asked how intense prac-
tice is, Alex said, “Our coaches work hard to make sure we are physically and 
mentally ready for games.” Alex was asked how his teammates and him inter-
acted on and off the field and he said, “We are more than teammates. We are 
family.” The dedication and commitment to each other on the football field is 
one of the big reasons why he’s come so far. “All the time spent through the 
summer and all four years of the good and bad times has made our brother-
hood stronger.”  

Alex also loves to watch basketball and football at the college and profes-
sional level. His favorite football team is the New York Giants and his favorite 
basketball team is the Los Angeles Lakers. Other than playing football and 
watching sports, Alex hangs out with his teammates. 

Football has changed Alex’s life in a positive way. It has made him more fo-
cused, and the fact that he has to overcome physical and mental obstacles has 
made him stronger. He wants to play at a higher level and have a starting posi-
tion at a Division 1 college and hopefully get to the national football league. 

At the level he is playing at now with the dedication, commitment and pas-
sion for the game that he possesses, Alex will reach his dreams in the near 
future. 

By Tim Bailey 


