
     DIP: Glendale High has the lowest API scores out of all 

the high schools in the Glendale Unified School District.

     ACCOMPLISHMENT: WASC representatives visit 

GHS and were impressed with the school functions.
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INSIDE
Boys water polo has started this sea-

son ranked third in CIF.

See WATER POLO Page 7
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 Glendale High School’s Academic 
Performance Index (API) shows the 
yearly progress of the entire school by 
the state. These past two years the API 
has dropped. The API scores are based 
on STAR testing scores that display the 
school’s level of education. 

In 2009, GHS had an API base score 
of 755 with a 2010 API target score at 
760, a goal to increase the school’s score 
by five points. Sadly, GHS did not make 
progress, and lost a point lowering it to 
754.

GHS has also entered Program Im-
provement (PI) because we did not make 
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) twice. 
AYP is a federal accountability system 
under “No Child Left Behind,” which 
ensures that all schools and districts 
meet the AYP. This program is made so 
that the U.S. will have every student at 
proficient or higher in English and Math 
by the year 2014. 

Assistant Principal Brent Forsee 
says, “We know the areas where we need 
improvement, and once we reach our 
goal, we will continue to strive for fur-
ther improvement. Also, just because we 
are in PI, it does not mean that the whole 
school is doing badly.”

“No Child Left Behind” is the law 
that mandates all public schools to be 
tested and given a score. The API per-

formance target for all California public 
schools is 800. GHS is in the process of 
raising their API scores to meet the level of 
the statewide schools.

These assessment results are separated 
into groups based on socioeconomic status, 
race, ethnicity, disability, and English pro-
ficiency to ensure that no group is left out. 
This means that everybody is accounted 
for into the AYP and API score.  

In GHS, two of the subgroups did not 
improve their scores, which is why we are  
in PI. English learners take the same test 
as everybody else, so they are at a disad-
vantage. This group, among others, are 
struggling to score consistently well on the 
tests. 

GHS is a school with a lot of diversity. 
The percentages of students on the GHS 
campus are 53% White, 29% Hispanic, 
16% Asian/Pacific Islander, 2% Black, and 
1% American Indian/Alaskan Native. 

As for the other high schools, Hoover 
High also did not meet their target score 
and, like Glendale High, entered PI with 
a score of 772. However, Crescenta Val-
ley’s API score increased from 880 to 883, 
and Clark’s score has increased from 872 
to 889. 

To improve on their API scores, the 
Dynamiters need to do better on STAR 
tests. Doing simple tasks such as home-
work and reading can help improve the 
score. Students need to cooperate with 
teachers to earn higher API scores. They 
must take it seriously because it does affect 
them individually and as a whole.

BY AYLIN EZRAEELIAN
Staff Reporter

API scores drop 1 
point from last year

30th annual Round Up a success
BY NAZELI HAROUTUNIAN
Copy Editor

On Wednesday Oct. 13, the 30th an-
nual Round Up was held in the  quad from 
6 to 9 p.m. With an admission of $2 and a 
variety of activities. 2010’s Round Up had 
the largest crowd ever.

Each class participated to make the 
event truly a night to remember. The Class 
of 2011 sold not only drinks and quesadil-
las, but also hosted the infamous Hoover 
car. Class of 2012 chose to sell nachos and 
Krispy Kreme. The Class of 2013 sold can-
dy, and the Class of 2014 decided to sell 
mochi ice cream.

There was a wide variety of foods 
available to those who couldn’t resist the 
overwhelming aroma. The Korean Club 
sold cup of noodles and NHS sold cin-
namon rolls and hot chocolate. A popular 
chocolate fountain was accompanied by 
fruit kabobs, which were sold by Cheer. 

Girls’ volleyball sold chicken teriyaki 
with rice, and Give Me Hope sold Shirley 
temples. Armenian pizza and khachapuri 
were sold by the Armenian Club. Also, 
cup of noodle soup and grilled cheese were 
sold by Choir. 

The Red Cross made cotton candy, 
while Physics sold pop rocks and home-
made pad thai. Wrestling sold pita and 
hummus as well as sliders.

Latin Club sold IKEA hotdogs and 
Swedish meatballs, and Model United Na-
tions sold kabobs. Girls’ soccer sold virgin 
margaritas, and Black Student Association 
had chili fritos. Drill Team sold boba while 

the Marching Band sold spam musubi, and 
Christian Club made frappuccinos. 

Key Club sold potstickers, the Chi-
nese Club sold egg rolls, and girls’ basket-
ball sold Nutella crepes. Other foods such 
as bacon wrapped hot dogs and horchatas 
were sold by the Spanish Club, as well as 
pizza by UNICEF.

For those with a sweet tooth, Dar-
fur Action Committee’s fundraiser was 
pizookies and the girls’ tennis sold snow 
cones. The French Club’s fundraiser was 
Martinelli’s apple cider as well as French 
pastries. Other deserts such as cupcakes 
were sold by the Gay-Straight Alliance, 
and churros by the Robotics Club.

Besides all the food, there were many 
games and attractions like ASB’s wedding 
booth, jousting pit, and jumper. Filipino 
Club sold personalized bracelets, and the 
Future Doctors of America had a balloon 
popping game. 

Also, Drama had karaoke, grab bags, 
kisses, and face painting. Varsity Math 
hosted DDR with arm wrestling, and Harry 
Potter Club had silly bands for sale. Inter-
act had a ping pong cup game with a raffle 
for an iPod, and Art Club gave henna tat-
toos, and sold stencil shirts.

The night’s entertainment started 
when master of ceremonies Mack Dugger 
opened up the area in front of the rally plat-
form for dancing and encouraged visitors 
to join him in dancing the Macarena and to 
the Village People’s “YMCA.” Drill Team, 
Varsity Cheer, and International Dance 
also performed routines for an enthusiastic 
audience.

WASC gives Glendale 
6-year accreditation 

BY ABE SHABAZYAN
Staff Reporter

Last year, Glendale High School had 
its Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges (WASC) visit to accredit the 
school. The officials from WASC studied 
the school for a whole week. The visit went 
fantastic and the board members were very 
proud of us. Because we did so well, we 
got a six year accreditation with a visit in 
three years.

To prepare for WASC, teachers were 
assigned into a group that met at least once 
a month in order to prepare their section 
in the WASC accreditation. This allowed 
many staff members the opportunity to 
learn about all of the programs, available 
resources, and history of GHS.

This experience brought unity amongst 
the staff members, students, and commu-

nity of GHS. It gave GHS an opportunity 
to demonstrate all of the productivity that 
occurs on the campus. Every staff mem-
ber did their absolute best to play a role in 
the accreditation process. 

After their visit, WASC provided 
GHS an accreditation document with sev-
eral suggestions that will help the school 
reach excellence. 

These suggestions are being applied 
by the administration and teachers to 
improve GHS where WASC thought we 
needed it. All this is getting done through 
staff development and department meet-
ings. 

In order to keep improving, the staff 
must use these suggestions provided by 
the WASC committee, continually and 
consistently through their instructional 
focus. Overall, the Glendale High School 
2010 WASC accreditation was a success.

Photos by Norbek Gharibian
EXCITING: Seniors Sato Thorossian and Ani Ghazikhanian participate 

in a joust (Top). A group of friends join in singing karaoke (Bottom Left). 

A student unleashes his anger on the Hoover Car (Bottom Right).



     USA: Glendale grad realizes her long-time dream by playing on 
the US National baseball team. Dalton leads USA to win third place.

BY AMBER PEÑA
Staff Reporter

Photo Courtesy of Jenny Dalton
BATTING: Jenny Dalton hits a pitch at a World Cup game. Dalton’s ef-
forts paid off to win her team the bronze medal.

Newly elected officers 
to lead freshman class

NEWS
IN BRIEF

* New class of 2008 benches are located in the quad and the Senior Glen. They 
were purchased through recycling cans, bottles, and paper over the last four 
years.

* Marching band will compete next Saturday, Oct. 23 at Bonita High School.

* Seniors Hana Jang, Binh Nguyen, Pope Rodnoi, and Jisu Yoo are among the 
top 5% who have taken the PSAT last year, making them eligible for the National 
Merit Scholarship.

* Homecoming Court applications are due on Monday, Oct. 18 at snack.

* The Bewitched Dance, sponsored by the Drill Team, will be held on Friday, Oct. 
22, from 7 to 11 p.m.  

* Foothill Clean Up Day Neighborhood Services, the Committee for a Clean & 
Beautiful Glendale and the Crescenta Valley Chamber of Commerce will host the 
17th Annual Foothill Community Clean Up Day on Saturday, Oct. 23.

* Reflections is an art contest sponsored by the national PTA to encourage excel-
lence in the arts. This year’s theme is “Together We Can...” Students are encour-
aged to participate in one of these six categories: Literature, Visual Arts, Pho-
tography, Film, Dance, and Music. Entries are being accepted until October 22. 
Guidelines and entry forms are available online.

* Congratulations to the GHS choir members who were named to Southern Cali-
fornia Vocal Associations Honor Choirs: Frankie Castro, Jose Galvez, Elizabeth 
Makhramadzhyan, Sofia Rezvani, Katie Theobald and Nathaly Varela.

     WINNERS: The freshman class voted for their new of-
ficers, who will guide them through their first year. 
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On Sept. 17, the freshman class vot-
ed for the officers who will lead them all 
through the new experiences of freshman 
year.

The winning freshmen were Yasmeen 
Syed for president, Kent Asano for vice 
president, Megan Llamas for secretary, 
Justin Llamas for director of finance, and 
Christine Ovasapyan and Jamil Sidi for co-
directors of activities and publicity.

Yasmeen Syed, a team member of 
Glendale High School’s cross country team 
and this year’s freshman class president, is 
an optimistic girl with an audacious take 
on life. 

“I think it is great being president! I 
feel flattered to represent Glendale High 
School on the Student Advisory Council. I 
really enjoy being involved and assuming a 

leadership role at our school. I am prepared 
to take on any challenges I encounter,” said 
Syed.

Forest Holbrook, the freshman class 
advisor and also the school’s very suc-
cessful water polo coach, believes that the 
freshmen are doing well for themselves. 

“So far I have seen outstanding leader-
ship from our freshman class officers. We 
have an extremely dedicated group, each 
student showing much initiative and prepa-
ration,” says Holbrook. 

“Although they are freshmen, I was 
quickly impressed with their maturity and 
the care and dedication which they have 
shown towards representing the freshman 
class in the 2010-2011 school year.”

The class of 2014 now has a group 
of leaders that will represent them. These 
new officers have stepped up to the plate 
and are now the voice of Glendale High’s 
younger students.     

New building numbers 
now in full effect at GHS  

BY MIKE GEVONDYAN 
Staff Reporter

During the 2009-2010 school year 
at Glendale High School, the buildings 
were known differently as to how they are 
known during 2010-2011 school year.

The buildings used to be named in al-
phabetical order, but now go by numerical 
order. The numbering of the buildings is in 
a counter-clockwise fashion. 

This change is the result of a new 
system by the Glendale Fire Department 
that the Glendale Unified School District 
must adhere to. It uses the same building 
and room number format for all GUSD 
campuses, making it easier for emergency 
personnel to locate the buildings and the 
people inside them.

Building A, the administration and 
student services building, is now building 
number 1. The adjacent building, building 

     CHANGES: A new building numbering system has 
been established, changing the letters into numbers.

B, is now known as building 2. The caf-
eteria and cosmetology room was called 
building C, and is now building number 
3. Classroom building J is now changed to 
building number 4. 

The gym is also changed from build-
ing D to building number 5, which is com-
posed of the north and south gyms. The E 
building is now called building number 6. 

Next to building 6 is the industrial 
and visual arts building, which used to be 
building F and is now building number 7. 
The choir and music building, building G, 
has now become building number 8. The 
auditorium and room 180, which used to 
be known as building H, is now Building 
number 9. 

Rooms have also been changed to 
four-digit numbers. The first number is the 
number of the buildings, the second is the 
floor number, and the third and fourth are 
the room numbers.

Former Nitro Jenny 
Dalton in World Cup 

Jenny Dalton, a Glendale High alum-
nus, represented the United States along 
with the rest of the U.S. Baseball Women’s 
National Team as selected hitter and first 
baseman in the 2010 International Baseball 
Federation World Cup. 

The National Team went to Venezuela, 
where the World Cup took place. They won 
the bronze medal, claiming third place in 
the world.

Dalton, a first-team All-American 
three times and the 1996 National Player 
of the Year at Arizona, is one of 20 mem-
bers on the American squad. It seemed like 
Dalton would never go wrong on the field, 
as the 1992 graduate proved to everyone 
that she was the best female athlete that 
Glendale High has ever produced.

She received All-CIF honors in bas-
ketball, softball, and volleyball. But it was 
her skill in softball that made her known 
for her dominance, hitting a CIF record 28 
career home runs and, of course, leading 
the Nitros to the Pacific League champion-
ship. 

After 20 years, Jenny Dalton repre-
sented her country with the same essence 
as she had in Glendale High. The com-
petition began on Aug. 11 and continued 
through Aug. 22 near Caracas. “It’s been 
one of those things where I thought I would 
be done playing,” said Dalton, a Lexing-
ton, KY, resident who led Arizona to three 

national championships between 1993-
96. “Then I had the opportunity to play 
[for the World Cup] and I saw it as a dif-
ferent challenge.”  

When asked what her thoughts were 
about representing the United States and 
what led her thoughts toward retirement, 
she answered, “I have always wanted to 
play for a USA National team and got the 
chance to play in Guatemala in the Pan 
Am qualifier for the USA National soft-
ball team in college. However, I missed 
the last cut for the 1996 Olympic Team 
and I thought it was an unreachable 
dream. Thanks to a wonderful family who 
supported me and a body that was willing 
to go at it one more time, I was blessed to 
have one more chance to wear the USA 
and represent our country but this time on 
a baseball field! 

“Unfortunately my body, while being 
wonderful enough to let me compete one 
more time has since started to shut down. 
I just can’t bounce back like I did when I 
was younger. So even though I will not be 
playing on the international scene again, 
I look forward to coaching in that venue 
at some point.” 

Dalton gave some advice to current 
Glendale High students, “Don’t ever give 
up dreaming. Things don’t always turn 
out like you imagine, but life has a pretty 
wonderful way of helping you realize the 
things that are the most important to you 
and if you stay focused and dare to be-
lieve in yourself, anything is possible!”

BY CHRISTINA GRIGORYAN
Staff Reporter

Photo Courtesy of Jenny Dalton
OUT: First baseman Jenny Dalton makes the out in the World Cup 
game against Japan. Japan went on to win the championship. 
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We are sure that everyone is aware of the new policy 
at Glendale High School concerning all the electronics 
that students are not allowed to use on campus. 

This new policy states and ensures that no teacher or 
staff member is allowed to take our phones and/or other 
electronic devices away for any given reason. However, 
the consequence now is to automatically write a referral 
for that student.

This change was brought about when a parent sued a 
school for taking her child’s phone away. She complained 
about the potential danger it is for students to be walking 
home without having a way to contact parents or police in 
an emergency.

At the end, the court sided with the worried mother, 
and agreed that confiscating phones from students is a 

safety issue. Many school districts, including the Glen-
dale Unified School District, have reviewed their policy 

regarding cell phones and electronic devices and recently 
implemented new policies that say that staff will not take 
equipment away from students. 

We believe that many student will approve of this new 
policy since it is better to receive a referral than to have the 
item taken away. We think the district made the right call 
when it come to student cell phones and they recognized 
that student safety is the top priority. 

In this day in age when cell phones come to use more 
often than one would think, who is willing to go a week, if 
not more, without a cell phone? Students’ parents already 
worry about us 24 hours a day, can you imagine their panic 
and worry when they can’t keep contact with their children 
for a whole week or more?

Last year, not only were administrators and teachers 
advised to confiscate student cellular devices for a week 

when they were found to be turned on during the school 
day, they also had the right to take it away for the whole 
school year if it was the second offense. 

We are satisfied with the new terms for phone usage 

policy and think the students should understand and fol-
low the rules. 

Like any policy there are consequences for students 
who violate the rules. Students who use their cell phone 
during the school day may get a referral, but at least the 
phone will not be taken away. 

It is understandable that students should not use their 
phones during class time, and if they do, they should grin 
and bear it for breaking the rules. The school board should 
have introduced this system a long time ago, but at least 
we have this policy now. As one GHS student said, “Fi-
nally, we have a policy that makes sense.” Let’s keep our 
fingers crossed and hope this all goes smoothly. 

Going into our final year at Glendale High, I 

think I speak for all the seniors when I say that leav-
ing school early is one of the best advantages for this 
crucial year. According to the School Board of Edu-
cation we need to stay for five periods at school. 

The only exception to this policy is that seniors 
can leave after fourth period if we have a job or go 
to college. We all know neither one of those are a 
walk in the park. Finding a job these days is not easy, 
especially if you are a high school student who has 
not had any prior experience. 

Those going to GCC know that high school stu-
dents are left last to enroll in classes, which means 
you will be lucky to find a class that is not full. Plus, 

any class that is not full is probably not a course you 
are interested in anyway.  This is coming from the 
girl who was only left with the option of taking be-
ginning yoga. 

I believe everyone at Glendale High is aware 
of the epidemic that is going around that we all like 
to call senioritis. Senioritis is making it even more 
unbearable to endure the seven long hours we spend 
at school. So, I say why make us stay longer than 
needed at school if we have the credits to graduate? 
If a student has all their credits so far, they pretty 
much only need to take three periods in their senior 
year. 

If we stay in those extra periods, we will only 
be taking classes we don’t need. I believe we will be 
more diligent in class if we didn’t have those extra 
hours at school, because that gives us more time to 
focus fully on what we have to do before graduation. 
As seniors, we constantly perfect our personal state-
ments for the Universities we hope to attend after 
high school. 

This is our year to act like adults, so give us the 
time to do it. No employer is going to let me come 
in for an interview at 4 o’clock because I couldn’t 
make it due to my somehow-required T.A period. 
Now it is time to practice what you preach and let us 
be the responsible adults you prepared us to be.

Everyone complains about how the classes are 
overcrowded, so they should take out some of those 
seniors in those classes that don’t even need to be 
there. The seniors will be more than happy to help 
out with that problem. Also, the most common water 
cooler talk these days is the deteriorating economy. 
So with all these budget cuts, especially now when 
the teachers are dropping like flies, why take unnec-
essary measures to keep students in classes that are 
not even needed? 

 I mean I respect the fact our teachers and ad-
visors work hard to make sure we graduate so by 
all means, if someone is lacking the credits let them 
stay the full seven hours to earn their credits. Let us 
only take as many classes as we need. 

Taking       
Unnecessary 

Measures 

This column was written by Mariana Shakaryan, 
Viewpoint Editor of Explosion.

  Artwork by Alissa Carnicelli     



Artists on the Rise
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Ani Karoglanyan

Most people at Glendale High recognize Evelina 
Kazaryan for her outstanding artistic talent. At this point 
maybe even our parents recognize her, considering she has 
been selling some of her work. 

Currently attending Ryman Arts program at USC ev-
ery Saturday, Evelina has started on the right track to her 
future career in art. Art Center and San Francisco Acad-
emy of Art are just a few of the universities interested in 
Evelina’s ever-growing talent. Specifi cally, she is planning 

on heading straight for a four year university, preferably a 
private school, to invest her ability. 

Before reaching this success, Evelina was just a child 
discovering her passion for art and begging her mother 
to take her to art classes. Her parents soon realized their 
daughter’s undeniable artistic capability, and Evelina be-
gan to attend private art classes. She loves to paint any-
thing that she fi nds beautiful whether it’s a person’s face, 

a fl ower, a jewelry box, or books. This year she found an 

interest in playing around with fl at surfaces combined with 

realistic faces and detailed patterns such as the amazingly 
detailed and perfectly executed artwork displayed to the 

right. Her profi le on Deviant Art has over 10,000 views 

and for good reason. Head over to Evelina’s profi le to 

check out her art and more at eveelinaa.deviantart.com

Katrina Liboro

Evelina Kazaryan

Katrina Liboro has always been into art. When she 
was young her mother would get her lots of books, and she 
remembers staring at the pictures with fascination. One 
could defi nitely say that she has been artistic for a very 

long time. She is currently in the Ryman Arts program, a 
scholarship program for aspiring artists at USC. Over 200 
people applied for the program but only 60 were accepted. 
Katrina is one of those 60. 

As for her artistic style, she does not have any spe-
cifi c technique or approach to her art, but she particularly 

likes drawing anime and manga. This style is what actually 

got her into drawing and digital painting. Besides that, she 
is still exploring all the possibilities that the artistic fi eld 

presents to her. She loves drawing manga action shots and 
characters viewed from unusual angles. She loves drawing 
people, since by drawing them she thinks she captures a bit 
of their character and their mood on paper.

 In the near future, Katrina plans to get into California 
Institute of the Arts, which is where big companies, like 
Disney, harvest their animators and other artists. She wants 

to be an animator. She wants to be one of those people in 
charge of the computer graphics in movies. Given the tal-
ent she holds, there is no doubt that she will venture far 
into the world of art and make a name for herself. Check 
out Katrina’s artwork at plainred.deviantart.com

Ani Karoglanyan puts her exceptional talent to work 

at the Pasadena Art Center Saturday High program. But 
before her talent became what it is today, Ani fi rst started 

to see an interest in art at a very young age. Her art went 
from mere doodling and messing with paints to private art 
programs that she began to attend at 12 years old. 

Ani’s inspiration derives from everything that may in-
terest her. Her style varies from girls with whimsical hair 
to edgy images of women with fangs and piercing stares. 
What differentiates her from others is her edge and  some-
times she may even be inspired for a more avant-garde 
depiction such as the one shown to the right, with a man-
squid fi gure in a suit. 

Now, she faces the responsibility of being a senior and 
having to decide a step that will determine much of her fu-
ture. As helpful as the loads of informational packages and 
e-mails from colleges are, Ani has chosen to get her gen-
eral education over with at a community college fi rst, then 

straight to art school! Recently she has been contacted by 
Disney representatives who found an interest in her art. 

Her pictures pack attitude and spunk. Her unique style is 

like no other and oozes imagination and creates thought-
provoking images, this will not be the last we hear of her. 
Check out Ani’s profi le and look through more mind-

bending works of art: anibabani.deviantart.com
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Can’t Read Her 

Poker Face
Lady GaGa is more than the attention 

grabbing fashion, more than the extrava-
gant music videos and stage props, and 
more than just a pop icon. Every move, 
every so-called ridiculous outfit, has layers 

of meaning. Her first studio album as Lady 

GaGa was called “The Fame”. The concept 
of this album was to explore the world of 
the rich and famous. She later differenti-
ates her concept of “The Fame”, with fame 
itself - fame is when everyone knows you; 
The Fame is when everyone wants to know 
you. 

In a world where pop music lacks 
depth to the public, GaGa brings more to 
the plate than just a good voice and killer 
piano skills. With a mix of performance art 
and fashion as well as a reminiscent qual-
ity of the pop divas that paved her way, she 
dominates the music charts and steals the 
hearts of countless misfit, die-hard fans. 

Her impact on society is definitely a posi-
tive one with all the charity contributions 
and constant efforts on fighting for gay 

rights and equality for all. Even her con-
certs concentrate on loving yourself and 
each other. “There will never be something 
I put before my fans,” she adds in her latest 
interview with Vanity Fair. 

Her pop music, outlandish get-ups, 
and not-so-lady-like behavior gets mixed 
reviews, including many negative re-
sponses from the media as well as celeb-
rities such as Jerry Seinfeld. Flashback to 
1989, Cher was banned from MTV for her 

revealing (at the time) “If I Could Turn 
Back Time” video. Now it’s GaGa going 
through the same controversies. The point 
is, women in media are expected to fit the 

bill of “cute, innocent, suggestive, yet not 
too revealing.” Madonna didn’t fit the bill, 

Cher didn’t fit the bill, and now Lady GaGa 

definitely does not fit the bill. Believing in 

oneself, condemning society’s supercilious 
expectations, and being politically active 
is nothing to disapprove of—GaGa is not 
one to disapprove of. She has gained the 
respect of celebrities like Madonna, Elton 
John, and Gene Simmons (ones that actu-
ally matter, can’t say the same for Seinfeld) 
for a reason, because it might not be easy 
to recognize at first but under the raw meat 

dress is a real artist and visionary. 
At the end of the day under the make- 

up, leather, and glitter lays a woman with 
a plan to change the world one sequin at a 
time. Most people are misled by her mind-
bending shock art and find her repulsive, or 

as FOX News puts it “poison for the minds 
of our children.” Although in reality, there 
has yet to be a more uniquely innovative 
pop artist in mainstream media that loves 
her fans and her work before anything at 
the simple age of 24. Most young Italian 
girls her age end up at the Jersey Shore 
house, perfecting the art of the fist pump, 

but this Italian girl from New York carries 
the attitude and strength of so much more.

  
    By Annette Semerdjian

As repulsed as the public was to this 
VMA dress that resembled raw meat, the 
purpose behind it was to address current 
social issues that are just as repulsive. She 
does not seek attention but rather wants to 
convey a valuable message. 

In Maine, GaGa rallied the public to 
protest against Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. She 
wrote a speech and presented it using her 
fame and status to motivate many young 
fans to call their senators and ask them to 
vote against the bill.

First Name Greatest 
Last Name Ever, 

It’s hard to believe that less than a year 
ago the name Aubrey Drake Graham didn’t 
exist in the music world. Oddly enough, 
two top ten hits and successful singles lat-
er, the 24-year-old Toronto rapper is now 
known as nothing less than rap royalty. 

We were first introduced to Drake in 

the entertainment business as the loveable 
Jimmy Brooks in the teenage drama series, 
“Degrassi: The Next Generation.” Little 
did we know that Jimmy would reappear in 
the media, but this time as a true rap artist.

The rap industry had yet to see an art-
ist hit the height of popularity as quick as 
Drake has done. Regardless of not being 

signed to a record label, or even having 
a complete album in stores, Drake’s suc-
cess reached an unimaginable level with 
the help of his promotional single, “Best 
I Ever Had,” climbing to number two on 
Billboard’s Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs 
chart. His EP (“So Far Gone”) peaked at 
number six on the U.S. Billboard 200 chart 
and won a 2010 Juno Award for Rap Re-
cording of the Year.

 Under the wing of his mentor Lil 
Wayne, he later signed with Young Money 
Records following what Billboard called 
“on of the biggest bidding wars ever.” His 
confidence explodes through his intricate 

lyrics and his awing stage presence. It’s 
clear he is making a point that he isn’t go-
ing anywhere and we might as well get 
used to him being a major part of the in-
dustry. 

Drake’s most recent album “Thank 
Me Later”, released on June 15, 2010 hit 
big selling a staggering 447,000 records, 
reaching No. 1 on Billboards 200. 

In a recent interview with MTV2’s 
Sucker Free Countdown, Drake, with a 
smile on his face, explains how he avoided 
a sophomore slump, “I avoided it already, 
I dropped ‘Thank Me Later’, I went plati-
num, that’s hot. So, the next album there’s 
no pressure, there’s no nothing; it’s just 
making better music.”

Needless to say, we can expect noth-
ing less than yet another legendary album 
from a legendary artist. 
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Keeping up 
with the 

‘Polo Boys’
Story by Alisa Hambarchyan and Maria Dawod

Photos by Tim Bailey
Water polo, one of the most physically 

challenging sports, has been a big part of 
Glendale for decades now. 

This year’s team is one of the best thus 
far, being led by coach Forest Holbrook 
and captain Gor Asryan, the starting varsi-
ty team consists of Cole Veloz, Manuk Ha-
kobyan, Martin Narinyan, Shant Tokatyan, 
Vahagn Ghazagyozyan, and last but not 
least goalie Haik Chatalyan.

These young men have turned their 
team into a family. Taking the phrase “there 
is no I in team” and redefining it, they cre-
ated an “Armenian brotherhood,” as they 
like to call themselves. 

With 11 wins and five losses into this 
season, the brothers are performing at their 
best. They practice for three hours a day, 
giving every practice complete dedication 
as they would in a real game. As captain 
Gor Asryan says, “Practice makes perfect 
and all of us understand that.” He also goes 
on to say that they “treat each other like 
family and work everything out as a team 
through ups and downs, going through all 
of it together as one.”

All seven players had their own rea-
sons for joining. Gor Asryan started play-
ing as an 11 year old due to being over-
weight. He went on to play for a total of 

Manuk Hakobyan #11

three teams. He met all of his teammates 
by the age of 13 and has been playing with 
them since then. His main concern about 
playing water polo is having “hard practic-
es and not enough to eat.” which justifies 
why he was overweight to begin with. 

Cole Veloz’s role in the team is to 
guard set. Though he has not been in the 
“brotherhood” for as long as the others, 
he is certainly not a stranger to the swim-
ming pool. He has been swimming since 
he was very young. He used to swim for 
Rose Bowl. During his freshman year, he 
made the transition from swimming to wa-
ter polo. 

Manuk Hakopyan, a utility, has been 
playing for four years. He is a senior who 
joined water polo “to get blonder hair and 
chicks.” He went on to say that he was suc-
cessful with both. 

Martin Narinyan joked around say-
ing that he started playing because he loved 
being nude. I don’t think it was a joke. This 
talented player started playing water polo 
about three and a half years ago. He be-
lieves that the reason they have such a solid 
team is because most of them have been 
playing water polo with one another since 
they first joined the sport, learning and 
working with each others’ styles of playing 

the game. 
Shant Tokatyan, a set guard, has been 

playing for five years on two teams, where 
he met his team members. His reason for 
joining the sport is that he wanted to do 
something big in his life. After five years, 
he likes to think that he’s accomplished this 
goal. He calls his team an “axperootsoon,” 
meaning brotherhood in Armenian. 

Vahagn Gharagyozyan, a driver, has 
been playing water polo for five and a half 
years for two teams. He started because 
of his brother who influenced him to play 
water polo; this was when he met his team-
mates and most of all best friends. 

The final team member is Haik Chata-

lyan, the goalie. He started playing water 
polo seven years ago because of his uncle 
who is a coach. He plays for two teams and 
after five years considers his teammates 
“brothers from different mothers.”

The reasons they started playing water 
polo is not as important as the relationship 
these seven players have with one anoth-
er. They are truly brothers who make our 
school proud to have them as student ath-
letes. As they like to say about their goal of 
winning CIF: “Just a couple of guys with 
nothing to do. Now we’re a couple of men 
with something to accomplish.”

Haik Chatalyan #1

Cole Veloz #12

Martin narinyan #8

VaHagn gHazagyozyan #4

SHant tokatyan #6

gor aSryan #10
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Dynamiters host 
Pasadena tonight
     RED PRIDE: GHS varsity football team’s first victory 

could come tonight against the PHS Bulldogs at 7.

H2O polo plays #1 
CV on Tuesday
     HOPEFUL: The Nitros’ water polo team has shown 

encouraging potential to be successful this year.

BY JUSTINE VELASQUEZ

Editor-in-Chief

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
SNAG: Linden Anderson, senior, (#6) intercepts a pass near the end 

zone in a game against Crescenta Valley.

Glendale High’s water polo team 
will know on Tuesday how they stack 
up against the CIF’s number one ranked 
team. That is when they play Crescenta 
Valley. The game is at 5:30 p.m. at Bur-
roughs High. 

Last year when the two teams squared 
off in the Pacific League championships, 
CV won the game in overtime.

Glendale High’s boys’ water polo 
team started off its season on a good note. 
This year’s team started the season ranked 
third in CIF and is now ranked sixth.

The players trained hard before the 
season started, keeping in mind that they 
are playing for the championship this 
year. 

After finishing lastr season in the CIF 
semifinals, they were ranked third in CIF 
when the season started, one of the high-
est ranking that a Glendale High team 
has ever received. Currently, the team is 
ranked sixth.

They currently hold an overall record 
of 14-5 and 3-0 in the league.

They easily beat Arcadia with the final 
score of 20-7. On Tuesday, Oct. 12, they 
played Pasadena, another easy win, result-
ing in a 14-3 victory.

The boys played Burbank yesterday, 
winning with a score of 14-5. So far, they 
have been undefeated in league competi-
tion. 

A league championship is what the 
Nitros want. Their last title came in 2002. 
“I believe that we are ready to encounter 
every challenge that we might face this 
season,” said senior Gor Asryan.

Before the start of the league season, 
the boys participated in three tournaments. 
They won one of the tournaments, and lost 
five of the games in the other two tour-
nament. During those tournaments, they 
proved that they would be one of the stron-
ger teams.

Coach Forest Holbrook oversaw the 
proper conditioning of the team. He said 
they do demanding drills during practice 
to ensure their good performances during 
the games.

The team is led by All-CIF players 
Asryan, Martin Narinyan and Haik Chata-
lyan.

Photo Courtesy of Norbek Gharibian
BREAK: The Nitros get pumped up as game time approaches.

BY DANIEL KESHISHYAN

Staff Reporter

When the varsity football team plays 
host to Pasadena tonight at 7, they will be 
looking for a little luck, something they 
have not had much of this season. And 
hopefully a win.

“Every team needs some luck and we 
have not had much,” senior lineman Narek 
Babakhani said.

Glendale, which has not won a game 
yet, started the season against Cathedral 
and led the game 10-7 in the fourth quar-
ter before losing 21-10. In week two, GHS 
allowed La Canada to score 27 straight 
points before closing the gap to 27-17 in 
the third quarter. La Canada won the game, 
40-17. 

Week three saw Glendale rally to tie 
the score with South Pasadena late in the 
contest. South Pasadena scored the win-
ning touchdown with one minute left to 
win, 27-21.

The game with Crescenta Valley was 
tied at halftime and then GHS lost 35-7. 

That’s how it has gone for the Nitros 
this season. Glendale has been close in 
games. Led by quarterback Alex Yoon 
and receivers Linden Anderson and Alex 
Maravilla, the Dynamiters have been able 
to score points. 

Even though the Glendale football 
team had gone through hard times these 
few of weeks, Glendale star players feel 
confident about their team and they are 
hungry for a win. “We won’t be a disap-
pointment this year, I promise that,” ju-
nior quarterback Alex Yoon, # 8, said. 

Senior Linden Anderson says, “I feel 
that we are a much improved team, and 
we can do lots of things that we were 
not able to do last year. Even though the 
improvement has not been showcased 
well in our record, we are excited to start 
league, and are hoping to finish strong. 
We are really looking forward to recover-
ing the Bell and getting some wins under 
the win column.” 

“We are better than last year. We 
are trying our best to win,” senior Alex 
Maravilla said. 
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Roller coaster ride 
for Nitros’ tennis
     PLAYOFFS: The girls are in a furious battle to get 

fourth place in league and make the CIF playoffs. 

BY ARTHUR VAHANYAN & 
NICOLE SAFARIAN
Staff Reporters

The varsity girls’ tennis has had a lot 
of tears and smiles. So far they have beaten 
Burbank and Burroughs in their first round 

games. 
They are now starting the second half 

of the season, in which they play every 
league team a second time. 

“We plan on beating Burbank, and Bur-
roughs for a second time, as well as Pasa-
dena. Our goal is to come in third place and 
go to CIF along side Cresenta Valley and 
Arcadia,” said senior team member Caro-
line Aghajanian.  

On Sept.16, Hoover surprisingly beat 
Glendale. It marked the first time in over 

20 years that the Nitros were defeated by 
the Tornadoes in girls’ tennis. The Glen-
dale players were caught off guard by some 
new players Hoover had. 

They played Hoover again on Oct. 
12 and were again defeated, 10-8. “Every 

year the competition gets harder, but 
with teamwork we will win. Our team 
becomes closer everyday during prac-
tice and at games. We have respect for 
the other schools even if we lose,” said 
Aghajanian.  

The Nitros’ number one singles play-
er is senior Adrine Babakhanyan, and she 
continues to shine in league competition. 

“Adrine is doing very well. Our num-
ber one doubles team of seniors, Mariam 
Khachatryan and Hana Jang, are also do-
ing a nice job. They are one of the best 
doubles teams in the league.” Coach Bob 
Davidson said, “We are competing as 
well as we can, and if we beat Burroughs 
again next Tuesday, we will achieve our 
goal of qualifying for the CIF playoffs.” 

The team’s record is now 5-6 (4-4 in 
league).

Yesterday, the Nitros played against 
Crescenta Valley losing 16-2. “Even 
though we didn’t do so well, it was a 
learning experience, and we will learn 
from our mistakes,” said Khachatryan.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
#1: The Nitros’ top singles player is senior Adrine Babakhanyan.

Girls’ volleyball is 
toughing it out
     HOPE: Girls’ volleyball beaten by Hoover, Crescenta 

Valley in 4 games. GHS meets Burroughs on Tuesday.

BY STEFAN ABRAMIAN &
DANNY BARRIOS
Staff Reporters

Photo by Tim Bailey
STRIKE: Trish Nubla and Ninette Mirzakhanian try to save the ball.

Tides have turned for the girls’ vol-
leyball team at Glendale. It all happened 
when April Reed went down with an an-
kle injury during the team’s third match 
of the season. 

Reed said she hopes her ankle will 
be better. She hopes that she can get back 
into the game within this week, though 
chances point to next week. Reed, a re-
turning all-Pacific League player, has not 

been in the line-up since early Septem-
ber. 

Yesterday, the girls played against 
Crescenta Valley losing 3-1. This game 
has made the team’s record 3-9 and the 
league record 1-7.

This season, Glendale has picked up 
wins over Rosemead and Alhambra. The 
defeats came at the hands of  Montebel-
lo and South Pasadena. Then the Nitros 
started league competition. After losses 
to Crescenta Valley and  Burroughs, the 
Nitros picked up a win at Muir. Arcadia, 

Cross country team begins the new season
     GEARING UP: Glendale’s runners need more experi-

ence but with their rigorous practice they will be ready.

BY MAYA CHURCH
Staff Reporter

Led by Coach Bob Bailey, the boys’ 

and girls’ cross country season has begun. 
As of the first league meet, the boys’ record 

is 2-5, sixth overall and the girls 3-4, leav-
ing them in fifth place overall.

On Oct. 13, the varsity girls ran in the 
Pacific League meet in Arcadia. Sopho-
mores Fabiola Naranjo and Lauren Hansen 

finished 26th and 31st respectively.

 The cross country team has spent 
hours in the sweltering sun beating down 
their backs in preparation for the season 
this past summer and their hard work has 
not gone unnoticed. 

Everyday the team runs more than 
five miles in hopes of becoming a stronger 

and faster team. However with the lack of 
experienced varsity running girls and the 
large gaps between male runners, the cross 
country team members definitely have their 

work cut out for them. 
“We have too big of a gap between 

our top three runners and our next three 

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
CAPTAIN: Yajaira Hernandez has been a very solid runner, one of the 

qualities that made her a good candidate to lead the cross country girls.

runners. We need to find a way to eliminate 

that,” said Bailey. 
Senior William Pacba is the captain. 

The boys’ star runners are senior Eric 
Amezquita, and juniors Chris Canlas, and  
Joey Clingerman. Among those three boys, 
Canlas was a top 10 finisher. 

Senior Yajaira Hernandez is the cap-
tain for the girls. Along with Hernandez, 
the other strong runners among the girls 
are Hansen, and freshman Yasmeen Syed. 

The team is lacking in experienced 
varsity runners. “The rest are learning as 
they go,” said Bailey. 

None of the girls finished in the top 10. 

However, the Glendale girls beat Hoover. 
Last Wednesday, GHS found itself 

finishing behind Hoover in both the boys 

and girls competition at the Pacific League 

Meet #2 at Arcadia Park. 
The on-going season looks promising 

for the boys’ and girls’ cross country team. 
With finishing first in mind, hard work, 

dedication, and perseverance this team will 
improve and gain the experience they need 
as the season goes on. 

Pasadena, and Burbank also beat GHS. 
One of the closest matches was last 

Tuesday against archrival Hoover. In the 
best of five matchup, Glendale won the 

first game by a final score of 25-19, lost 

the next two, by scores of 25-11 and 25-16, 
and then played an extra-exciting fourth 
game before losing, 31-29. 

The next game for GHS is on Tuesday 
when they travel to play Burroughs. The 
team is led by two captains Trish Nubla and 
Ninette Mirzakhanian. The starting players 
are Nubla, Mirzakhanian, Jisu Yoo, Andrea 
Popescu, Alyssa Ridad, Mary Tonikian and 
Gabby Magpantay. 

The coach for the team is Jennifer Vo 
and the assistant coach is Ta’ase Mose. Vo 
played volleyball in high school and col-
lege and has been coaching the GHS team 
for three years. 

Mose stated that he thought the girls 
played well against Hoover but there were 
parts of the game that were messy. When 
asked about what he thinks the team should 
improve on he said “passing and confi-
dence.” He added that the team’s motto is 
to “work as a team. It’s not an individual 
sport.” 


