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Seniors take 3 of 4 at Oratorical

INSIDE
Comedy Sportz hits the funny bone 

real hard with improvisional comedy 
and outright witty humor.

See FEATURES Page 4
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BY ALICIA BAYRAMIAN
Staff Reporter

The 100th Oratorical took place on 
Friday, March 13, in the auditorium. Final-
ly reaching its 100th year of tradition the 
event was expected to bring in more stu-
dents than any other one held to date.

Oratorical was held for the first time in 

1909. As the years went on the yearly event 
began changing on were added such as the 
addition of Tableu in 1934. The Spirit por-
tion was soon added to the competition 
consisting of the three cheers; “The Three 
G’s,” “The Power Yell” and the football 
team fight song, “Glendale Boys.”  

At the turn of the century, discipline 
was added to see how well the class can 
behave. The 100th year Oratorical includ-
ed four areas of class competition: speech, 
tableau, spirit and discipline. 

As the students lined up according to 
height, they were all excited and anxious to 
enter the auditorium doors to get this Glen-
dale High tradition started. The seniors 
are a very competitive class and they were 
expected to sweep Oratorical for its 100th 
birthday. 

“I was very excited about this one be-
cause it was going to be the 100th Oratori-
cal. I wanted our class to be the one that left 
our mark.” said senior Michael Rodriguez.

Even though the class of 2009 did not 
sweep, they dominated with wins in three 
out of four categories. Seniors won spirit, 
speech and discipline. 

The underclassmen tried to succeed 
with their speeches but came short of rid-
ding the seniors of the title. The speak-
ers for the underclassmen were freshman 
Christopher Hernandez, sophomore Anna 
Chilingarian and junior Fadi Khabbaz.

However, it was senior Jessica Guc-
cione who dominated the speech portion 
of the class of 2009 and led her class to a  
much deserved  victory.  “I was so pleased 
that the class of 2009 won speech. Being 

able to represent my class, and bring home 
a victory is an amazing feeling,” Guccione 
said.

The seniors also took top honors in  

the discipline portion of the competition. It 
was the third consecutive win in that cat-
egory for the class of 2009. 

The seniors also rocked the auditori-
um with their yells full of pride taking yet 
another title, spirit.

“The seniors shocked me at Oratori-
cal with the spirit portion. During practice 
I was unsure of them because of the rumors 
going around about the exceptional job ju-
niors did at practice. When it came down to 
the actual event, we came up on top.” song 
leader Marie Lacambra, a senior, said. 

However, the class of 2010 kept the 
seniors from an amazing sweep by winning 
the Tableau portion of the competition. “It 
was an honor to portray such an amazing 
president (Barack Obama). I was proud of 

what we had accomplished,” said junior 
Blaire Kemper, who was part of the win-
ning tableau. 

The Students came out the doors cele-
brating their wins.  “We knew that we were 
going to win, but we should have won all 
four,” said senior Alessandra Pardo.  As the 
seniors ran throughout school with smiles 
and lost voices from screaming at the top 
of their lungs, they all celebrated their no-
torious win. 

Students were standing on tables chant-
ing “seniors” or “juniors” still rowdy from 
what just happened in that auditorium, se-
nior Susie Uriate said, “It was an amazing 
experience being a part in such a historical 
event, the seniors were all united.”

The class of 2009 left a serious mark in 
the Orartorical tradition. Their victory has 
left a new standard for other classes and 
has set a new bar for what a class should 
be. The cheers and yells were loud and the 
hearts of the senior class were filled with 

pride and joy.
As the 100th Oratorical has come to an 

end all the underclassmen look for another 
chance to show everyone just how good 
their class can really be. The tradition has 
many years ahead of it and every time it 
comes around you can be sure to see every-
class at its peak competitiveness, ready to  
prove who really is the best class.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
POWERFUL: Senior Class speaker Jessica Guccione communicates 

the topic through her essay, which won the speech portion of Oratorical.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
CELEBRATE: Seniors jump out of their seats in excitement when they-

learn they are the spirit winners at the 100th Oratorical on March 13.

     PROGRESS: Centennial Oratorical celebrates change, diversity on campus and in community in last 100 years.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
FREEZE: The juniors’ tableau on cultural changes in the past 100 years 

prevents the seniors from sweeping.

Photo by Lisa Toache
POISE: The sophomore class sitting quietly and patiently in hopes of 

swiftly stealing the Discipline category from the confident seniors.
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Let’s round them Nitros up. On Oct. 
22, the annual “Round Up” was held on 
the GHS campus from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
The GHS family filled up the quad for a 

night of fun, excitement, food, and laugh-

Annual Nitro Round Up draws a large crowd
 YEEHAW!: Once again, the festivities were a great opportunity for clubs and teams to fundraise for their needs.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
SALESWOMAN: Sophomore Minjie Lee is dedicated to selling egg 
rolls to raise money for the Korean Club during Round Up.

BY DIANNA JAMIL & 
DIANNA ENDZHIGHOULIAN
Staff Reporters

ter. Everyone was enjoying the diverse and 
ethnic booths from chocolate bananas to 
boba iced tea. Many of the clubs, teams, 
and organizations came up with their own 
food carts. They sold items to raise funds 
for their groups, and more than a thousand 
people came and had a fun night.

The students were selling pizza, fruit 
kebobs, cup of noodles, smoothies, choco-
late covered strawberries and bananas, pas-

sion fruit drinks, Thai iced tea and much 
more. There were also many fun activities 
like smashing the Hoover car, and getting 
married from the ASB staff. There was 
also Rock Band and Guitar Hero to play 
sponsored by Latin Club. Nina Dervishian, 
a sophomore said, “It was a night I will 
never forget.”

The night was filled with pandemo-
nium and excitement including the numer-

ous amounts of games, competitions, and 
food. Students from other schools such as 
Hoover and Clark were also at GHS enjoy-
ing our Round Up. Friends got the oppor-
tunity to socialize and spend quality time 

with each other.
The Round Up was as exciting as it 

is every year, with a huge crowd turn out 
where many groups raised a lot of money 
for their clubs.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
SINGING ALONG: Natalie Mouradian and Tniztney Reyes rock out 
at the karaoke booth, hosted by Mack Dugger’s drama club.

Winter Concert brings the Holiday spirit in all
 HARMONY: Success from instrumental and vocal music programs bring cheer, laughter into everyone’s hearts.

The STAR tests are a part of our 
school’s API, Academic Performance In-
dex, and, according to Assistant Principal 
Brent Forsee, the current API is 739. Stu-
dents take a STAR test for every subject 
that is available and the class they are in, 
so there are too many scores to list, but all 
of the scores are averaged into the API, so 
you could determine the average of all the 
STAR scores using the API. 

The state goal is to have all schools 
have an API of 800 or higher. We are 61 
points away from the state goal, and the 
state wants the school to go up by four 
points. GHS is looking to improve by 10 
points. 

 EDUCATION: Glendale High School did better than 
last year, and hopes are high for more improvement.

BY AUSTIN HUI
News Editor

STAR Testing, API, scores 
show marked improvement

There are five categories in the STAR 

testing: far below basic, below basic, basic, 
proficient, and advanced. Whenever a stu-
dent raises their score, our API increases 
a little, but if a student goes up one area 
(Basic to Proficient) the API increases sig-
nificantly more. 

We steadily increase our API by hav-
ing our students do better. Last year’s API 
was 733, and the average API of the state 
is 697, and the school is above the aver-
age. We want to make the state goal and 
get even higher. 

Forsee said, “We’re all in this together” 
and he is right because everybody’s score 
affects the API. If we all help each other, 
and achieve a higher API, it helps everyone 
when getting into college.

Morrison, Williams’s AP 
calculus classes score high

GHS AP Calculus students have 
passed the AP exam with the highest 
scores in the district. The 2007-2008  
classes instructed by Sarah  Morrison 
and Katie Williams, included 42 students 
that took the AP Calculus Test  in the 
spring of  2008. Forty of them passed.  

More than 60% of the class had a 
score of 5, 20% with a score of 4, and 
14% a 3,  making it a wonderful achieve-
ment for the students and teachers.  

A course designed to teach high 
school students college level math 
seemed too easy for students. As Mor-
rison said, “We  took AP tests from 
the beginning of the year, which 
were much harder than the actual.” 

This might have been the rea-
son for why 95% of the class passed. 
Attending studies for hours after 
school and participating in class dis-
cussions at nicenet.org are ways that 
these students prepared for the exam.

By working together Williams and 
Morrison achieved their goals in teach-
ing the all important material of this class 
to help them for the AP exam. To their 
surprise, the students didn’t seem trou-
bled at all. Most of them described it as 
the easiest test they have taken all year. 

Next year’s goals for these teachers 
would be “to get them equally prepared 

as it is harder to improve now,” said Wil-
liams hoping to have higher achievements 
for the 2008-2009 classes. Williams 
realizes it’ll be tough, but she is up for 
the challenge to beat last year’s scores.

BY VIOLET ISMAILYAN 
Staff Reporter

 HIGH FIVE: GHS classes have district’s top scores.

BY CARIN WONG & AUSTIN HUI
Editor-in-Chief & News Editor

On Dec. 18, the Choral and Instrumen-
tal music programs held their annual music 
Winter Concert. Unlike last year, this year 
the Winter Concert hosted the combined 
talents of Instrumental and Choral music 
due to the Glendale Unified School Dis-
trict’s wishes to record the Winter Concert. 
They plan to show it on the Glendale Pub-
lic Access television channel. Many more 
people will be attending the concert due to 
the increase of ticket sales.

During the anxiety of the concert, 
freshman Trevor Fritz, said, “I think if we 
work hard we will do very well.” Senior 
Andrew Esposo said that he thinks, “It is 
a new beginning for choir because of the 
new songs we are doing, and I think there’s 
a change in the traditional songs sung by 
choir.” Also, senior Angela Jeong said that, 
“It’s the one chance where all classes can 
sing together, and it’s a great way to end 
the year and get into the Christmas spirit.”

The show started off with Jazz Band 
followed by String Orchestra. Continu-
ing the musical performance was Concert 

Band, and then Symphonic Orchestra. 
In between the next Instrumental act, 

there was a Choir Quartet sung by Jeong, 
Esposo, Kareem Mehrabiani and Miya 
Joo. After the Quartet, the Marching Band 
ended the instrumental half of the perfor-
mance right before intermission.

After the intermission Choir began 
their portion of the Winter Concert starting 
with Combined Women followed by Glee. 
Then Nitros and Chamber Choir sang to-
gether, and then Chamber sang by them-
selves. Bell Choir follows with a ring and 
then A Cappella. 

Finally, A Cappella and Glee sing to-
gether. The show was ended with a com-
bined performance of Choir and Symphon-
ic Orchestra, playing “Hallelujah”

After the performances the band di-
rector, Amy Rangel, said “The concert 
was amazing and the students worked very 
hard. It was great having both the choir and 
instrumental parents there. With the big au-
dience, it seemed like one, big, happy mu-
sic family.” Junior Krizzia Ramos, said “It 
was great and it got me into the Christmas 
spirit” after the concert.
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STAFF EDITORIALPatience 

is 
Overrated

BY CHRISTINA ASADOURIAN 

Patience is not a virtue. When I want 
something, I want it there and then. 

Self-control and fortitude are euphe-
misms used by hopeful failures. 

When I was young and following the 
wisdom and philosophy of Barney and 
Big Bird, I was told to practice patience 
(and to eat my greens, of course). If you 
practice tolerance, and accept your situa-
tion, you will eventually get what you have 
wanted... only that it’s a bit overdue. I’ve 
always struggled with this idea because I 
refuse to throw my needs and wants into 
fate’s hands. I won’t allow fate to slow me 
down, and decide six months down the road 
I finally am able enough to do whatever it 
is that I couldn’t do at the moment. 

Patience is harder to pull off than it 
seems. 

Say you are in a bathroom, the ladies’ 
bathroom, dealing with the all too famil-
iar lagged line; you’re about to bust your 
bladder, and you sense that that girl in the 
closest stall isn’t exactly using the facili-
ties to their fullest potential. In fact, she’s 
probably dolling up for some rendezvous. 
You’re really angered by this, seeing as her 
cheap lipstick and fish nets can wait, but 
your bladder definitely can’t. What does 
patience tell you to do in this situation? 
Wait. Twiddle your thumbs, box your an-
ger, and wear a smile.

I choose not to forge a little smile and 
pretend everything’s OK. I have this urge 
to bang on the stall door, and tell her as it 
is - my need to go to the bathroom is more 
important than your need to doll up, be-
cause quite frankly if I wait any longer it 
won’t be pleasant for the both of us.

If you don’t think the culture of pa-
tience should be applied to urinating, I’ll 
offer you another example. Say that little 
guy we know as MLK were to put off his 
dreams until he decided every person in 
that time would be the best little civil rights 
activist they could be, and be in total accor-
dance with everything he had to say. What 
would have happened? Would he be assas-
sinated and forever suppress his dreams? 
Would he have another guy steal his glory? 
I’m thinking yes.

Every now and then, I do try to tell the 
little voice in my head to chill out, and let it 
be; however, some times just call the need 
to be stubborn.

For me, I choose to exercise my right 
to be a brat, and take advantage of now. 
People preach practice, but I’m not listen-
ing. 

 
*Christina Asadourian is the Viewpoint Editor of Ex-
plosion.

Many colleges and universities 
across America have unrealistic expec-
tations towards the entrance of students 
into their schools. One major require-
ment is to have a high S.A.T. score. We 
believe that colleges and universities 
should not hold the S.A.T. as a high pre-
requisite to base a student’s acceptance 
on. Universities and colleges should 
employ an alternative method of select-
ing their students, and the S.A.T. should 
not be the highest qualification for a stu-
dent to get into that school. 

Students worldwide have their 
dream colleges selected and their plans 
sorted out, and having their S.A.T. scores 
being the determinant for entrance to 
the college or university might crush all 
chances of getting into that school. 

Students can be exceptionally in-
telligent and have an extremely high 
G.P.A., but might score poorly on the 
test. Should that one score be the core 
of their academic achievement? Should 
they be obliged to enroll in a school that 
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they don’t want to attend simply because 
someone else from a different school had a 
higher score? We don’t know the teachers 
at that school, we don’t know the measures 
they’ve taken to ensure an adequate S.A.T. 
score, and we do not know the circum-
stances for the test day.

The universities should reconsider 
how they accept their students. The S.A.T. 
should not determine where that person is 
set to go to college. The S.A.T. is a test that 
offers a narrow scope of the student’s aca-
demic ability and competency. Some stu-
dents who were enrolled in honors classes, 
did not even know that UC schools focused 
on S.A.T’s. 

Mari Khasmanyan is among the many 
students who are against focusing on the 
S.A.T.’s. She said, “I knew that colleges 
had high requirements, and I knew the ba-
sics, if you get A’s, have a good G.P.A, vol-
unteer, join sports and clubs, then you’re 
overachieving and your transcript would 
stand out. I don’t consider a test that every-
one in the country has to take something 

that sets your transcript apart. What if 
something tragic happens to you the 
day before, does that mean that four 
years of your hard work has to go down 
the drain?” If we take the time to think 
about what the S.A.T. is, it is a test of 
your knowledge and skill attained from 
high school compressed all in three or 
four hours worth of time, it becomes 
evident that the S.A.T. is poorly repre-
sentative of your academic ability. 

Students dedicate their four years 
of high school by preparing themselves 
to go to a college that is proper for their 
academic level and standards. If they 
score horribly on the S.A.T., then they 
have a low chance of getting into the 
school that they so desire to attend. 

Students who do not get accepted 
into their school of choice, tend to give 
up on their plans for the future. The 
S.A.T.’s are unfair and should not be 
mandatory for schools to look at in or-
der to decide whether or not their school 
is right for you.

Artwork by Nune Grigoryan
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Comedy Sportz: Striking the Funny Bone

Photo Courtesy of Rene Lopez
CHEESE: The team puts on their smiles and pose for a group snapshot.

What do you get when you cross provi-
sional humor and a bunch of students with 
a funny bone? You get Glendale High’s   
“Comedy Sportz” team. With laughter as a 
weapon and unmatched foolery, the Com-
edy Sportz team tears up the stage as the 
people begin to cry and fall out of their 
chairs. 

With a team of comedians as the com-
petitors, the goal of the game is to put 
points on the board as they tell jokes to 
entertain the audience. Competing against 
other schools, the game uses a point system 
but there is never a clear winner as they 
aim to please not to win. Having played a 
variety of schools, such as Loyola, Cres-
centa Valley, and Flintridge Prep, the team 
is well-experienced.

The team is made up of about fifteen 
players. Some of the strongest players on 
the team are Argisht Ovsepyan and Fadi 
Khabbaz.

How does Comedy Sportz work? Much 
like the American sensation, “Whose Line 
is it Anyway?,” the game play revolves 
around instant comedic wit and creativity.

The variety of games that the team 
plays are widespread. Activities like “The 
Dating Game” are preset. The game circles 
around storytelling and revamping classi-

BY ROGER QUINTANILLA

Assistant Entertainment Editor
cal stories. They are given settings and are 
told to tell the story of so and so. Other 
times they are to re-enact tales that are par-
ticularly well-known and popular enough 
for the audience to recall easily.

As the game goes on, the game type 
changes and players must continue to show 
off their improvisational skills through en-
during acts and audiences who look down 
upon bad jokes.

All in all, the aim of the game is to 
entertain people while having the perform-
ers have a blast themselves. A great stress 
reliever, Comedy Sportz is one of the most 
creative and entertaining activities avail-
able to see and join at school.

The puns fly and the sarcasm tickles us 
as we watch our very own Glendale High 
students put on a show. With so much time 
we waste sitting around doing nothing, why 
not get up and check out Comedy Sportz? 
Have a good time, have some laughs, and 
have a jolly old time with the team.

Why is Comedy Sportz such a great 
activity? “I think it is a good way to get 
away from life and express yourself in a 
way you really couldn’t in the quad or the 
gym. You always see a fun, happier side 
of the person in comedy sports,” said Fadi 
Khabbaz. 

With comedy as a stress reliever, it’s 
no wonder why these kids always have a 
smile on their faces.

“
It’s a good way to get away from life and ex-
press yourself in a way you really couldn’t 

in the quad or the gym.

”
- Fadi Khabbaz  

Glendale High’s Comedy Sportz Team entertains the crowds with their witty and cunning ability to improvise.
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     RHYTHM: Glendale High’s dance groups and drill 
team come together to put on a spectacular show.

BY ELLEN VARDANYAN

Staff Reporter

Dance Across the Universe and back

The students surrounded the audito-
rium on the night of March 5 to watch the 
annual Across the Universe dance show, 
which turned out to be a great success. 
The ticket prices ranged from $8 at the 
door, $7 without ASB, and $6 with ASB. 
The night of the show was full of music, 
dancing, and nerve-wrecking excitement. 
About 300 people participated in the show, 
coming from Kelly Palmer’s beginning, 
intermediate and advanced dance classes. 
Also taking part in the festivities were the 

TALENT: Louiza Kozanian ex-
presses her passion for dance 
through smooth movements.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

CLIQUE: The dance group con-
cludes their show in a picture 
perfect snapshot pose.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

HARMONY: Coed drill team 
moves in sync as the boys lift the 
girls high above on their shoulders.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

POISE: Elinar Deghbashyan 
amazes the audience with her 
Arabic theme dance moves.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Red carpet: where old 
Hollywood meets new
BY ROSA PETROSIAN

Staff Reporter

It was a remarkable and memorable, 
star-studded affair at the 81st Annual Acad-
emy Awards. Airing live on February 22nd, 
nominated actors and film makers, guests, 

and presenters alike began filing onto the 

red carpet at around 5 p.m. for the pre-Os-
car show at the Kodak Theatre.

As tradition stands strong in the Hol-
lywood staple known as the Oscar’s, sur-
prisingly very little was done during the 
ceremony that resembled the years past. 
Producers of the event were looking to 
employ several methods in order to draw 
in a larger audience, as before the majority 
demographic that took interest in the Acad-
emy Awards were over the age of 40. 

As ratings were in a sequent plum-
meting trend, something had to be done 
in order to save a tradition based in the 
glamour of Old Hollywood. In their at-
tempts, Young Hollywood became a larger 
part of the production than ever before as 
renowned “High School Musical” stars 
Vanessa Hudgens and Zac Efron as well as 
Twilight heartthrob Robert Pattinson and 
the “Mamma Mia” leading lady Amanda 
Seyfried were selected to be honored with 
the opportunity to present awards and fresh 
new additions, such as the Kiss Montage 
of 2008. Hudgens and Efron carried on to 
perform during one of the theatrical musi-
cal numbers during the ceremony.

The ever-versatile and hunky Hugh 
Jackman was selected to present the awards 
on this special night. With an impressive 
body of work under his belt, Jackman took 

from his experiences singing and danc-
ing on Broadway.  He later demonstrated 
his talents on the stage in the presence of 
glamorous guests and millions of people 
watching the Academy Awards on their 
television sets. 

A plethora of worthy films were 

nominated in numerous categories by the 
Academy, however it came as little sur-
prise to many that “Slumdog Millionaire” 
dominated the competition this year. Tak-
ing home eight out of ten Oscars including 
Best Picture, the cast and crew of the film, 

and even the audience, applauded their 
wins in audible awe and admiration. 

The other most notable wins at the 
Academy Awards were Best Actor, won 
by Sean Penn for his portrayal of the first 

openly homosexual American Politician 
elected in public office in California, Har-
vey Milk, in the film “Milk.” Best Actress 

was won by Kate Winslet for her role in 
“The Reader” as Hannah Schmitz, a mys-
terious woman with a past caught in a court 
struggle in Post-WWII Germany.

In the wake of a recession, people are 
less apt to take part in pastimes that are 
deemed leisurely and enjoyable. However, 
as producers and executives hoped, ratings 
for the ceremony jumped up at least 6%. 
The beautiful gowns and suits, the gor-
geous stage with a massive dome-shaped 
crystal awning, the incredible films, film-
makers and actors were a reminder to ev-
eryone of what Hollywood is really about. 
The times may have changed, but glamour 
and beauty will never leave the hearts of 
those who continue to make astounding 
movies.

HOST: Hugh Jackman poses as 
the man who controls the stage.

Photo Courtesy of Google

children. Izabel Kurtoglanyan, one of the 
students who attended the concert said, “I 
wasn’t participating in the concert, but I 
was there everyday at the practices and in 
class watching the girls dance. The event 
turned out to be way better than I expect-
ed. Everyone really made an effort. I was 
amazed!” 

The dancers, however, did not expect 
such a successful show.  They anticipated 
a large audience, but did not expect over  
1,000 people to arrive. The dances were 
cleaner than expected, and overall, the out-
come surpassed the dancer’s expectations. 

When asked how Palmer felt about 
the show she explained, full of excitement, 
“The show was so surprising!  We just had 
fun and somehow we ended up with 1,100 
people in the audience! We hope to have 

Glendale High Coed dance team, the in-
ternational dance team, and alumni from 
those classes.

Each of the different dance groups 
focused on different dance genres, which 
varied from Arabic, Armenian, hip-hop, 
salsa, and Indian style dancing. When it 
came time to create the dance movements, 
the Coed dance team had the opportunity 

to work as a group and create their own 
moves. Palmer largely focused on directing 
her beginning, intermediate, and advanced 
dance classes, and also helped perfect all of 
the other dance groups. 

The large, loud audience was full 
of parents, friends, teachers, family, and 

many people join the dance program at 
Glendale High School due to the success 
of this show!” 

Across the Universe first debuted in 

2008, and since then has become a Glen-
dale High tradition. Future plans and 
changes for the concert include turning a 
one night event into one lasting Thursday 
and Friday night. 

Across the Universe was a great suc-
cess. There was a lot of effort put into the 
show, which is why it left the audience 
wanting more. With new faces entering the 
gates of Glendale High, the dance groups 
and classes are constantly growing bigger 
and better. The new dancers are ready to 
learn, while the old dancers are ready to 
pass on their years of experience to the fu-
ture youth of Glendale High dancers. 

LEGEND: Heath Ledger won Best 
Supporting Actor for his final role.

Photo Courtesy of Google
SMILES: Kate Winslet accepts her 
prestigious award for Best Actress.

Photo Courtesy of Google

BROADWAY: “Mamma Mia” stars 
performing on stage at the Oscars.

Photo Courtesy of Google
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SPORTSSPORTS
Baseball 
effort to 
improve
BY TAYLOR WEAVER
Staff Reporter

Golf wants 
hole-in-one
BY MANUK HAKOBYAN
Staff Reporter

The Nitros baseball team is looking 
good this year. Even though they are onto a 
rocky start, they are prepared to be the best 
team. Head Coach Jonathan Keefer said, 
“We have a pretty young team but we are 
prepared to fight for a playoff spot. We will 
try our best when we are competing win 
or lose.”

The team has played two league 
games so far. When they played Pasadena 
they had an unfortunate loss with a score of 
12-2. They had the same bad luck against 
Burbank when the game ended 10-2. “We 
have untested potential to be solid,” said 
Keefer.

Although the team had lost their star 
player Robert Escobar due to some unfore-
seen circumstances, he has been replaced. 
With key players Bennett Koss, returning 
MVP and third baseman; Kevin Perez, re-
turning senior at the pitching mound; and 
Ian Conover, returning senior playing sec-
ond base, the Nitros are solid. “Losing Es-
cobar was an unfortunate loss to the team 
but the game must go on. We can pull it to-
gether and play as a team,” said Conover.

With upcoming games against Muir 
and CV, the Nitros are going to have to 
play tough. First year varsity player An-
drew Vega said, “We will try our best dur-
ing the rest of the season and hopefully, 
we will end up on top.” Vega is a starter in 
right field and looks forward to a challeng-
ing season.

 It is still early in the season and Glen-
dale High’s baseball team is ready to have 
a better season. The team won against Muir 
14-8 on April 1. They play Arcadia today 
and the Hoover game is set for April 24. 
GHS expects to clobber the Tornadoes.

The Glendale swim team has been 
working harder than ever, trying to be the 
best. The coaches work hard to improve 
everyone’s stroke and teaching new kids 
how to swim. 

The coaches struggle to coach about 
100 kids in the small Glendale High pool. 
“Things get so chaotic sometimes that it 
gets out of hand, but that’s what we’re here 
for,” said coach Joshua Morales. 

The Glendale Unified School District 
has taken a legend out of retirement to help 
control things at the pool. Co-Athletic Di-
rector and swim coach Carol Driffill has 
worked non-stop trying to figure out ev-
eryone’s strengths.

On March 20 the team competed 
against all the schools in the league at the 
league relays. The Glendale boys’ team got 
4th place and the girls’ team ended up in 
5th place. 

The team includes standout swimmers 
Dvin Gasparian, Noor Ghssoub, Katali-
na Sher, Gor Asryan, Martin Narinyan, 
Manuk Hakobyan, and Mickey Guevara. 
This week the team had a busy schedule 
going against Arcadia on Tuesday, a meet 
they lost. Yesterday, they swam against 
Pasadena, where the boys won and the girls 
lost.

The team is waiting for the chance to 
claim victory against Hoover on April 29 
at Glendale. “I can’t wait to beat Hoover 

Boys’ volleyball plays 
host to Hoover today
BY JUSTINE VELASQUEZ
Staff Reporter

The Glendale boys’ varsity volley-
ball team is very ambitious this year. With 
seniors Ramon Zamarripa, Javier Trejo, 
Carter Lewald, and Ramon Jacinto, and ju-
niors Victor Hernandez, Shant Alvandyan, 
and Ignacio Rodriguez, the team is ready 
to take on whatever challenge this season 
will bring.

The last game the team played was 
at Glendale High against Claremont. The 
team lost three sets to none.

Though this may be the case, the team 
still aims to beat every team in the league 
once this season. It is a long way to go for 
the team, yet they are still confident that 
they will be close to attaining their ambi-
tions. They want to finish the season with 

at least a .500 record.
During practice, the team focuses on 

the skills of passing, hitting, and covering 
or defense. “If you can’t cover and pass the 
ball up, you can’t run your offense,” said 
Jacinto. In this sport, defense is truly the 
key to win games.

Though they have a long season ahead 
of them, they are still very optimistic about 
the potential of the team. Practice and 
skills development are keys to success in 
volleyball.

Focus is also a significant key to be 
successful throughout the season. There 
are high hopes for this team because all of 
them are returning players. Experience is a 
significant asset to the team.

The next game of the season is at 
Glendale today against Hoover. The two 
teams look to be evenly matched.

Swim team struggles for success
BY MANUK HAKOBYAN
Staff Reporter

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
DEFENSE: Jose Garcia jumps to block a spike against Arcadia.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

SPLASH: Junior Katalina Sher is 
unbeaten this season.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

BIRDIE: Tammy Panich was an 
all-league player last season.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
STRIKE OUT: Senior Bennett 
Koss threw a complete game in 
the 14-8 win over Muir.

for the first time,” said freshman Desiree 
Garcia Solano. Last year the team beat 
Hoover by 95 points. This year the swim-
mers are eager to beat them by more than 
100 points.

Swimmer Katalina Sher and Mickey 
Guevara are undefeated in league so far. 
Both swimmers have qualified for CIF, 
Sher in 200-yard freestyle and Guevara in 
100- yard butterfly.

With a new season and new a team, 
the Glendale golf team is off to a good start 
this season. With many new and return-
ing players, the team has shown plenty of 
skill while demonstrating the lack of much 
needed experience.  

The team consists of senior Tammy 
Panich, one junior and sophomore, and 
three freshmen. Panich has been on the 
team for all of her four years and has prov-
en to be the all star of the team. She is an 
exceptional competitor in league and she 
has been victorious in the B Flight compe-
tition for 2 consecutive years.

Coach Mohr has been the team advi-
sor for a few years and feels that the team 
is on a steady path to being a great team. 
Sophomore Mikael Gayon said, “For now, 
our season is decent. We have an excel-
lent coach. He has been extremely patient 
through thick and thin. He has also been 
very supportive and helpful. However, 
there is room for improvement. We need to 
pick up the pace but overall I am content 
with our performance.”

The team has already played schools 
like Crescenta Valley and Hoover at the 
Brookside golf course. The team is fairly 
new and has long ways to go before the fi-
nally reach their peak potential.

With new players, the team seems to 
be very promising and with a great coach, 
success is only a few swings away.
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Pollard sets records
BY LAURENCE REYES
Staff Reporter

The track teams have just begun their 
quest for domination. When they went up 
against Golden Valley, the boys’ track team 
lost 97-39, and the girls managed to tie, 68-
68. They also went up against John Muir 
and the boys lost, 69-54 while the girls 
won, 98-26. Both teams defeated Pasadena 
last week. David Hernandez and Randy 
Legaspi were double winners to lead the 
Nitros to a 79-41 win. Other winners were 
Robert Weathers, John Canlas, Ronnie 
Marquez, Matt Bogatz and Jorge Barriga. 

The girls demolished PHS, 99-26. 
The Lady Nitros were paced by Frances 
Pasamba, Pollard, Arielle Cubero, Natalie 
Queally, Melisa Sanchez, Alin Jabourian, 
Jennifer Movsessian and Arleen Tumasian 
and Eileen Tumasian.

 Against Muir, Daniela Pollard tied the 
school record in the long jump at 17’8”. 
She then broke the school record for triple 
jump setting it higher at 38’1”. As coach 
Bob Bailey would put it: “Both teams are 
competing well. We are about to start the 
difficult part of our league schedule, we 
shall see how we hold up.”

There are still several league meets 
left, including Burbank, Crescenta Valley 
and Burroughs. But the most anticipated 
meet is against Hoover. That meet has 
changed dates and will now take place at 
GHS on Tuesday, April 28 starting at 3:15 
p.m. 

Softball ready for league

The boys’ varsity tennis team has 
started off well this season. They have 
played five teams so far, two of which were 
Arcadia. Their only two losses came from 
Arcadia because of how strong they are 
this year. The team plans on keeping it this 
way in order to reach league prelims with 
only two losses. With a little bit of work 
and sharpening up, there is no doubt that 
the team can beat any team in their league. 

There is a strong singles lineup but an 
even stronger doubles lineup. The number 
one doubles were rated the best doubles 
duo last year in their league. They plan on 
finishing their streak this year by winning 
the individual league finals. As far as the 
rest of the team goes, everyone has been 
improving and playing much better within 
the past few months.  

The team has many seniors in it, so it 
is their time to shine in their last year. They 
have to make a name for themselves in or-
der to show that we are one of the tough-
est teams in the league. The main plan is to 
demolish in doubles and get a good three of 
four games in singles. If the doubles teams 

BY TAYLOR WEAVER
Staff Reporter

Tennis works to be 
better and succeed
BY MICHAEL ASTORIAN
Staff Reporter

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
JUMP: Daniela Pollard ties the 
school record in the long jump.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

FASTBALL: Senior Angie Mejia 
pitches the ball to the opposing 
team.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
SWING: Senior Michael Astorian, along with partner Nick Daka, were 
the best doubles team in the Pacific League last season.

The Glendale softball team is onto a 
steady start. Although they have beaten 
Pasaden, 6-5, they have lost to Burbank, 
12-0. They are ready to take on every team 
that stands in their path. On March 23, the 
they lost to Azusa, 7-6.

With the Nitros spring season finally 
here, they still have high hopes for them-
selves. The team feels like they have gotten 
a lot closer since pre-season but are even 
closer when they play as a unit. They have 
had many positive changes and additions. 
The Nitros hope to have a better season 
than last year. “I think there is a greater 
sense of unity. We get along much better 
and are familiar with each other’s strengths 
and weaknesses,” said first baseman Domi-
nique Fuster.

Since the new coaching staff from 
last year, it seems like the team has been 
heading in the right direction. When asked 
about the 2009 team, head coach Chrissy 
Paknik said, “I think everyone will be in 
for a surprise.”

Although the team lost four starting 
players, they have brought up nine JV play-
ers. “They are babies but a huge part to the 
team. They may be the smallest links on 
the chain but they really hold everything 
together,” said four-year varsity second 
baseman Samantha Dickens.

 Pitching is looking great with start-
ers Angie Mejia, returning senior, Abi-
gail Nagy, coming up from JV, and Casey 
Ramirez, coming up from JV. Senior Angie 
Mejia said, “Our pitching is looking great 
this year since we have three consistent 
pitchers to rotate around the mound. The 
two new great additions to the team have 
been doing well. They seem to have got-
ten over their nerves and are getting strike-
outs.”  

Ramirez and Nagy are ready to show 
the teams that they aren’t going to go easy 
on them. “Although these girls are young 
they’re a great help. I’m glad with this deci-
sion of them being added because it would 
have been an extremely tough season for 
me with out them,” said Mejia.

The Nitros are prepared for the rest 
of their season. When asked about the key 
players for the 2009 team Paknik said, 

“Everyone will be a key player this year. 
I think everybody this year will have the 
opportunity to prove themselves as a key 
player.”

The team will play rival Hoover on 
April 23.

do their job and the singles players step up 
in order to support the doubles, the team 
is unbeatable. Also, the amount of diver-
sity we have on the team adds on to our 
advantages. 

With different techniques our players 
use, it is more likely for our opponents to 
get confused and wonder how the next shot 
will be hit. We have amazing potential and 
heart in order to succeed throughout the 
rest of our season. 

We will be playing Burroughs soon, 
who is said to have a monstrous singles 
lineup. Like it was mentioned earlier, the 
doubles have to conquer and the singles 
have to pull off at least one game in order 
for us to win. We plan on keeping it at only 
two losses until the end of the season in or-
der have a decent seed for CIF. 

 As far as individual CIF spots go, 
we also have a decent amount of players 
that are capable of making it if they keep 
up what they are doing for the rest of the 
season. 

The team has its advantages and disad-
vantages, but if we play well and do what 
we are supposed to do, we will win the rest 
of the season and have potential in making 
it to CIF and succeeding in those competi-
tions also.
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