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INSIDE
Fourteen students went to Washington 
D.C. in January to see the 44th Presi-

dential Inauguration in person.
See FEATURES Page
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Dance-Drill teams qualify for Nationals  

Class competition 
turns 100 years old

BY MARIAM AGAZARYAN AND 
MARYAM GOLABIAN
Copy Editors

It is that time once again where the 
school comes together to celebrate one of 
its oldest traditions, Oratorical. The tradi-
tion of Oratorical began in 1910 and the 
tradition is still held today. 

This year, Glendale High is proud to 
be celebrating the 100th anniversary. To-
day, Oratorical will take place during a 
two-hour fourth period in the auditorium. 
Students of all classes gather in the audi-
torium wearing black pants and a white 
collared shirt, ready to win one of the four 
categories of Oratorical, discipline, speech, 
tableau, and spirit.  

The theme for Oratorical this year is, 
“Just as Glendale has changed over the last 
100 years, so has society. What have we, 
as a society, accomplished since the first 
Oratorical and what progress still needs to 
be made?”

Some classes have decided to discuss 
the great social changes that have occurred 
in the past hundred years. Topics such as 
racism, technology and women’s rights are 
only a few of the many subjects to be men-
tioned in this year’s speeches. 

Oratorical begins with the entrance of  
each class walking into the auditorium in 
a straight line. Everyone remains standing 
until they are asked to sit by their respec-
tive class presidents.  

The event begins with a speech writ-
ten by a committee made up of members 
of their class, which is then presented by a 
speaker who commits the speech to mem-
ory. 

The speaker for the Senior Class is 
Jessica Guccione. The speaker for the Ju-
nior Class is Fadi Khabbaz. The Sopho-
more Class speaker is Anna Chilingarian. 
The Freshman Class speaker is Chris Her-
nandez.

After each speech, a 30-second tableau 
representing the main focus of  the speech 
is presented.

Then, each class ends with a perfor-
mance of two cheers (“The Three G’s” and 
“The Power Yell”), and the school fight 
song, “Glendale Boys.” 

At the end, the judges announce the 
winners of each Oratorical category, caus-
ing the auditorium to erupt in cheers and 
applause.

Since it is the 100th anniversary of the 
event, a larger crowd than usual is expected 
to participate. The event will be broadcast 
live into all GHS classrooms.

BY ANDREW FERNANDEZ AND 
LORENA STOYTCHEVA
 Staff Reporters

Drill Team is a big aspect of enthu-
siasm at Glendale High. Although some 
people may think that it is an easy activity 
to do, it takes a lot of performance skills 
and time dedication. Drill works their butts 
off all day, and since the end of January 
the GHS Drill Team has competed at many 
competitions, keeping their hands full and 
schedules packed. 

Coach Kelly Palmer and all of her stu-
dents believe in themselves in bringing a 
first place trophy home from the nationals. 

For this purpose they practice long hours 
during the week and on Saturdays traveled 
throughout southern California to compete 
at regional events. “We do about a dozen 
competitions before heading into nation-
als,” explained Palmer. She says that the 
team and coaches get valuable critique from 
judges and are able to make adjustments to 
their routines before it really counts.

When asking Kelly Palmer how she 
felt about drill team’s progress, she said, 
“We are where we should be, and no doubt 
that we will be victorious in the end, ev-
erybody here has massive potential, and I 
believe they can accomplish anything with 
a lot of practice and work.” You could tell 
that she is very happy with the effort that 

drill team puts into this activity. 
To qualify for Nationals, a regional 

competition was held in the Glendale High 
gymnasium in February. Minor competi-
tions are scheduled in for these busy danc-
ers also in places such as Burbank, Las Ve-
gas, West Covina, and West Torrance. 

Each of the sixteen events qualifies a 
different group of the drill team to partici-
pate. Glendale’s Pride, the all male dance 
team, has their hands full. They are hoping 
to gain their title back … “long story.” 

The Coed Dance squad has won the na-
tional title the past ten years and is working 
hard to bring home an eleventh title. Glen-
dale High School knows that the drill team 
will not disappoint its cheering peers, and 

is proud to have such talented individuals 
among us students here at Glendale High. 

“I am certain that coed will dominate 
the dance floor! We have been unbeatable 
for 10 years straight, and I am really con-
fident in them, and whatever happens I’ll 
still be proud of all their hard work and 
dedication,” said Palmer.

 The nationals will take place in Ana-
heim on March 26-28 at the convention 
center. “We are hoping to win, knock on 
wood, the all-male dance team kicks butt!” 
commented drill team captain Amberly 
Simpson.

  Drill team continues to work persis-
tently and we know that they will add an-
other trophy to their large collection.

     ACCOMPLISHMENTS: Coed Dance team to compete for 11th consecutive National Championship March 26-28.

     CENTENNIAL: Glendale High School will celebrate 
Oratorical’s 100th anniversary today in the auditorium.

TALENT: The girls show spirit with their smiles while showing off their moves. (Left) Drill Team Captain Amberly Simpson leads the team during a 
dance. (Middle) Drill Team members do a handstand during a part of a performance in the gym. (Right)

Photos Courtesy of Stylus

REHEARSAL: Class advisor Talin Hovannesian directs Erika Der 
Sarkissian, Thomas Queally, and Atina Manvelian during one section of 
the Junior Class Tableau at a practice yesterday.

Photo by Mary Cagulada
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* The Valentine’s Day Dance hosted by the sophomore class was held on February 

5 in the school cafeteria. 

* Link Crew showed the “Link Love” and arranged for Jamba Juice to give away 

free drinks to all GHS freshmen on Feb. 13. The line into the gym was long but 

moved fast. 

*Art Week took place from Feb. 23-27. Students enjoyed the displayed art work of 

Glendale High’s talented artists from various classes, including sculptures, photog-

raphy and paintings. 

* Popular former GHS math teacher 

Charles Tubbs passed away Feb. 23, 

2009. He taught for 37 years (35 in 

the Glendale district) and started at 

GHS in 1981. He was voted “Teach-

er of the Year” his last year at GHS. 

He retired in 2006. We will miss you, 

As we all know, the B Building 

has been undergoing remodeling the 

past few months. The long term con-

struction has caused some problems 

and influenced a need to adapt. 
This inconvenience is the reason 

why students are late to class. Not to 

mention how much the noise affects 

learning when they are in class.

However, most of the teachers 

involved have been very understand-

ing and are allowing students to ar-

rive to class a minute or two later. 

“The reconstruction has affected 

some aspects of our daily routine, but 

it is being done to make our school 

a better place. I am willing to make 

some temporary sacrifices,” said Mi-
chelle Knobler, a Spanish teacher 

whose classroom is currently in the 

middle of all the reconstruction. 

The loud and harsh noises have 

not exactly added to our already 

short attention spans. However, there 

is no need to stress over these prob-

lems. We have been informed that 

the reconstruction will not take much 

longer. 

“All the construction workers 

have been trying their best to move 

things along. They are planning to 

be almost completely done in a few 

months,” says Briggs. 

Most likely, all workers will be-

gin to wrap things up by either the 

middle of May or the end of May. 

That leaves the rest of the last month 

of school to enjoy our new building 

and no longer have the deal with any 

of the inconveniences. 

All the things students have to 

deal with are worth it. We will have 

a nice, well-built new building and 

enjoy it without having to see all the 

dust, tools, and gates on campus. 

Juniors rock the Black Tie Affair

BY MARIAM AGAZARYAN

Copy Editor

First 

phase of 

upgrade 

finishing

BY ARSINE TOROSYAN

Copy Editor

Viva La Unconcert was a smash

BY VIOLET ISMAILYAN

News Editor

     DO RE ME: A Cappella Choir puts on a great show to display one of the many tal-

ents Glendale High offers.

ROYALTY: King Taron Sargsyan and Queen Alena Bilemjian accompa-

nied by their royal court’s prince and princesses at Winter Formal dance.

     BANG BANG: Con-

struction is to end by 

mid-May.

Unconcert took place in the audito-

rium on 19th and 20th of February by the 

students of the Glendale High A Cappella 

Choir. It was filled with various numbers 
of soloists and group performances which 

excited the crowd.  

Walking out the doors of the Glendale 

High Auditorium a smile lingered on the 

faces of the audience who experienced the 

amazing talent found in the participants of 

Unconcert. 

Not only did it feel like enjoying a 

professional show but it was even more re-

warding knowing that the performers were 

among us, peers of our own. 

Most students walking in with high ex-

pectations were not disappointed, yet sur-

prised, thrilled, and proud at having such 

a wonderful group of talented individuals 

around. 

“Wow. That was amazing. I couldn’t 

get the smirk off my face during the show 

because one number was as exiting as the 

next,” said Ani Stepanosyan, a junior who 

commented on the show. This was true for 

most of the audience present.

 Both nights of the show were amaz-

ingly organized and put together, it was 

obvious that the group of students, led by 

Grace Sheldon-Williams, had practiced for 

long hours trying to make everything per-

fect. 

Some of the favorites were the per-

formances of the songs “Hot N Cold” per-

formed by Natalie Bardawil with Carolina 

and Debbie G., “Lucky” by Angela Jeong  

and Andrew Esposo, and “Umbrella” by 

Abdiel Lewis.

The  stylish dance moves, astonishing 

voices, and comical genius made the night 

pleasurable. 

SHOOT: Choir members show off during the Motown classic “My Guy.”

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

     DANCE: The Junior Class hosts the annual Winter Formal in La Canada Flintridge.

Dynamiters, it is time to pick up your 

tuxes from the dry cleaners. Glendale High 

hosted its annual Winter Formal Dance. 

The Winter Formal Dance was sponsored 

by the Class of 2010. It took place on Feb. 

28th beginning at 7:00 p.m. and ending 

at 11:30 p.m. at the La Canada Flintridge 

Country Club. The cost for attending the 

event was $30 with an ASB card and $35 

without. This year’s theme was “A Black 

Tie Affair.”

The Winter Formal Royal Court is 

composed of members from the Junior, 

Sophomore, and Freshman classes. The 

winners were elected by voters from their 

respective classes the week of the Winter 

Formal dance. 

The king and queen of the Winter For-

mal Court were announced at the end of the 

dance. This year’s royal couple are juniors 

Taron Sargesyan and Alena Bilemjian.

Taron Sargsyan is a member of ASB. 

He enjoys spending time with his friends 

and building fun high school memories.

Alena Bilemjian is also currently in 

ASB and choir. She has served as the Di-

rector of Clubs for ASB this year and Di-

rector of Publicity for choir. 

The prince and princess of the Sopho-

more class are Kevin Velasquez and Emilia 

Der Sarkissian.  

Emilia Der Sarkissian is actively in-

volved in many school activities. She is a 

member of ASB and choir. She also spends 

a vast amount of time volunteering, with 

community service. 

Kevin Velasquez is a member of Glen-

dale High’s Drill Team. He enjoys dancing 

and hanging out with his friends.

The prince for the Freshman Class 

was Alex Yoon. There was a tie for Fresh-

man Princesses. The Princesses are Tawny 

Madrona and Denise-Nicole Nuqui. 

Alex Yoon is member of Glendale 

High’s Freshman Football team. He loves 

football and plays it any chance he gets. He 

holds great promise in the future for foot-

ball. As for hobbies, he likes to hang out 

with his friends and relax when he is not 

playing football.

Tawny Madrona is a freshman current-

ly holding a G.P.A. of 3.8. She was elected 

freshman captain for the cheer squad. Be-

sides cheer, Madrona plays the violin in the 

string orchestra. 

Denise-Nicole Nuqui is a freshman in-

volved with extracurricular activities such 

as volunteering at homeless shelters, the el-

ementary and middle school she attended, 

and various youth groups. She likes giving 

back to the community.

All in all, Winter Formal was a success 

for the Junior Class. 



I’ll sleep 
when I’m 
dead

Sleep is a waste of our time. We spend a third 
of our lives acting like we’re in comas. What’s the 
point?

Just because everyone you know sleeps doesn’t 
mean you should, too. Stop being a follower and stay 
up all night. Text your friends or watch “South Park” 
reruns. Don’t start your homework until midnight.

If people can’t understand how valuable time is, 
why follow their lead? They obviously lack a firm 

grasp on reality. 
Why do we sleep in the first place? It’s a popu-

lar and meaningless addiction. Let’s break the habit! 
Don’t be afraid of being different. You’ll end up los-
ing time, the most valuable possession we have.

What’s so wrong with change when it’s posi-
tive? Think of all the time you’ll gain by not sleep-
ing. You could get so much more done, such as the 
math homework you keep putting off because of 
your tiring track practice and the reading assignment 
you were supposed to finish last week in English but 

never started on because House’s new season has 
started up again. Also, with all this available time, 
you will be able to tackle the worst one of all: the 
AP Biology book you never opened the entire year 
because the long scientific words in it intimidate 

you. Once all those annoying assignments are com-
pleted, you will still have a lot of time left over to fit 

in House, the new Franz Ferdinand album, and that 
weird, new Shia LaBeouf movie you’ve been want-
ing to see for a while. 

The pros obviously outweigh the cons. You 
have time to enjoy your favorite books, music, mov-
ies, and TV shows. In addition, you would be able 
to daydream about Edward Cullen dominating you. 

You could listen to Interpol in the middle of the night 
and fully appreciate their genius music. You could 
watch the new Underworld movie without feeling 
guilty about neglecting your homework because of 
it. But most importantly, with all this time you will 
never miss an opportunity to participate in your fa-
vorite activities. 

But, no! Instead, we act like we’re in comas 
on a daily basis. We skip homework, walk around 
looking like Hurricane Katrina struck us, and even 
miss our favorite TV shows. Why? So we can get the 
closest we can to death? 

It doesn’t make any sense! Drink lots of coffee 
and forget about the sleep; it’s useless. Once you get 
over the “three day hump,” you’ll be just fine. It’s all 

downhill from there. We should all refuse to sleep 
for three days and watch how our lives improve. 

Honestly, sleep is only practice for death; the 
only difference being about six feet, a coffin, and 

your breath. Stop practicing! Bon Jovi said it best: 
“I’ll sleep when I’m dead.”

January 20, 2009 was an historical landmark which 
really showed the world how far we’ve come as a nation. 
No more than 60 years ago this country was greatly di-
vided by racism, segregation, injustice and an immorality 
which, historians tell us, sadly was “normal” at the time. 

The fact is that the civil rights movement paved the 
way for what happened on January 20th. This country’s 
cruelty toward men and women of color was destroyed by 
those brave and patriotic individuals who dared to fight for 

what they knew in their hearts was right. The Rev. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, the Freedom Riders, the 
Little Rock Nine, the Sit-Ins, the Albany Movement, the 
Birmingham Campaign and so many others, all have one 

thing in common: they made our country what it is today.
On January 19th, we wondered “Why is Barack 

Obama such a symbol of hope?”
We came to a conclusion: he represents the people and 

the struggles we go through every day. A man who is the 
son of a Kenyan immigrant and passionate, hard-working 
single mother; the husband of a caring and compassionate 
wife, and the loving father of two young daughters. He is 
the symbol of overcoming adversity, as a person who did 
not have a strong father figure in his life or a stable house-
hold. He’s living proof that through hard work, love, and 

faith, literally anything is possible.
When we say faith, we don’t mean in it in the religious 

sense. Faith to us is the belief that everything is going to 
turn out for the better. Faith is believing, and this nation 
has faith in Obama. It’s amazing to have a president that 
we, as a nation, can believe in. 

But despite all these great things Obama represents, 
we know he can’t just snap his fingers and make every-
thing better. The economy is in a financial crisis almost as 

bad as the financial recession during the Great Depression. 

We are in a war in Afghanistan which endangers the lives 
of American soldiers and Afghani civilians, which more 
likely than not, will end up costing this nation billions and 
billions of dollars.

There is no doubt that we in America need a leader 
with direction, a leader with focus, and a leader with a 
strong will, but most importantly a good heart. 

Obama made many promises to this country through-
out his long, two-year campaign. Although we trust our 
head of state, we understand these problems will take 
years to solve, since they took years to be made. 

We wish our president the best of luck and I hope he 
fulfills the promises he’s made to us, and the rest of the 

free world. We’ll see what happens.

For a better tomorrow
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Students Infiltrate D.C.

Fourteen Glendale High students and two history 

teachers traveled across the country to witness the Inaugu-

ration of the first African-American and forty-fourth Presi-
dent of the United States of America on January 20, 2009 
along with millions of people. 

It was extremely cold in Washington D.C., with a low 
of 19 degrees, though it only snowed once. The Potomac 
River was frozen, along with any other gathering of water. 
About 2 million people gathered in the Washington Mall, 
including students from Glendale High, to watch our new 
president be sworn in at noon. “It was a truly invigorating 
experience. I was so excited to be there,” senior Jessie Van 
Amburg commented. 

A few days before the Inauguration there was a con-

cert with performers and singers from around the world, 
from Shakira to Usher to U2. They all performed for our 
new president, who watched along with his family. We 
were able to catch the concert while we were sightseeing 
D.C., much to our excitement. 

The next day was the Presidential Inauguration. The 
festivities began early. People started arriving as early as 
4 a.m. 

The students from Glendale High School got there at 
about 5 a.m., and they sat in the cold for a few hours while 
anxiously waiting for the events to begin. Finally, at about 

“It was really ex-

citing for me to 
witness an historical 

event in person. It 
was so much fun. I 
will never forget it!”

-Thomas Harrison

“It was cool to see so 
many people gath-

ered in one place 
and excited about 
the same thing I was. 
Dealing with the cold 
was worth every sec-

ond of it!”
-Tina Petrosian

Just Ask Them

Story by Katie Schowengerdt and Tina Petrosian
Photos courtesy of John Eldred

“I couldn’t have 
been with a nicer 
group of kids. Not 
only was Obama in-

spiring, the crowd 
was, too. It was so 
worth it.”

-Olivia Macaulay

10 a.m., people started coming, and entering the Capitol 
building. 

Although it was about 11 degrees in the early hours 
of the morning, we managed to tough it out with the sup-

port of our teachers, Mr. Eldred and Ms. Macaulay. We 
hadn’t ever experienced any type of weather that cold for 
that long. It made us really appreciate southern California 
weather.

All the senators came, and all other government offi-

cials attended as well. After President Barack Obama was 
sworn in at noon, Aretha Franklin sang a song to welcome 
the new president. Also, a poet recited her poem for the 
large crowd. There were prayers at the beginning and at 
the end of the festivities that were inspirational and touch-

ing. 
After the inauguration ended, the mayhem began. 

There were only two small exits, and with 2 million people 
trying to leave. It was very crowded and hectic. “We spent 
over two hours just trying to get back to the bus so that we 
could relax for a little bit,” senior Jiana Jaber said. There 
were mobs of people either trying to see the parade, or just 
trying to get back to their cars. 

In addition to the Inauguration, we visited many mu-

seums and memorials including the Lincoln and Vietnam 
memorials, and went to the Smithsonian Museum, Na-

tional Museum of National History, National Museum of 
American History. We also visited Arlington cemetary and 
Mount Vernon, where George Washington lived. 

Although D.C. was cold, crowded, and crazy, it is 
an experience that the students from Glendale High will 
never forget. 
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“It was cold and 
exciting at the 

same time. I wish 
I could do it again. 
I was taken aback 
by the beauty of 
the monuments.”
-Maryam Golabian

“I thought it was a 
memorable experi-
ence and witness-

ing such an historical 

event is something I’ll 
remember forever.”

-Jessie Van Amburg

“We got to witness 
an historical event. 
How many people 
get to see an inaugu-

ration like this one 
in their lifetime?”

-John Eldred
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There are few places in the world as 
diverse and as interesting as a high school 
campus. Students have the opportunity to 
meet so many different types of people, 
each with experiences and stories that are 
sure to entertain. 

From the vast sea of people within a 
high school, it is difficult to stand out and 
express one’s self through his or her tal-
ents. In my opinion, senior Jackie Harms is 
as talented and as gifted as they come, and 
she is whom I consider a musical prodigy.

Harms has been known for her musical 
abilities; having not only won the Battle 
of the Bands with her very own band, the 
Rago Desai Experience, she has also been 
nominated the Outstanding Musical Stu-
dent Award in music class, and she was the 
headliner at the 2008 Variety Show. 

She has won academic recognition and 
has won the Student of the Month Award 
twice. She is also a proud member of the 
school’s Marching and Jazz Band.

She has been one of a kind since birth, 
being born in Berlin, Germany. As the 
daughter of two musicians, there is no sur-
prise that she has music running through 
her veins. 

Her father was a 80’s rocker and her 
mother a folk and disco oriented musician. 
Jackie plays a very different type of music, 
far from her mom and dad’s styles. 

She describes her kind of music as 
simple crowd-pleasing rock, yet in some 
instances she blends reggae and folk in or-
der to create her very own brand of sounds 
and arrangements.

When I asked which instruments she 
plays proficiently, she told me she plays 
the drums, the guitar, the string bass, the 
clarinet, the trumpet, the trombone and the 
French horn. I naturally assumed she made 
plans which incorporated music in her fu-

ture in college. 
Sadly, she said she didn’t plan to major 

in music; however, she did plan to minor in 
Jazz and major in Psychology but she has 
an open mind and is willing to change her 
major at any time. 

When it came to her band, she said 
The Rago Desai Experience plans on being 
a local Los Angeles band, playing small 
gigs here and there whenever the urge to 
rock a show emerges.

The Rago Desai Experience was 
named after one of Jackie’s good friends 
whose name is Raghav Desai; however, 
the name Rago is the phonetic way of say-
ing Raghav. 

The band consists of three members 
of the Glendale High Jazz Band: Jackie 
Harms along with pals Anthony Ingledue 
and Ian Conover. I wondered who Harms’ 
musical influences were and she named 
numerous artists varying from John Leg-
end to Bob Dylan and The Shins to Sly and 
the Family Stone. 

To those readers who want to discover 
new music, Jackie recommends Tegan and 
Sara who she says a major musical influ-
ences in her life.

“What does music express about you?” 
I asked Jackie - she said that’s about as dif-
ficult as trying to define time.

 “Music expresses the soul of whoev-
er’s playing and listening.” 

During our interview, she said that 
music is her rock, and as an only child, mu-
sic is a comforting way to express emotion 
and passion. Honestly, I think truer words 
have never been spoken. 

Jackie Harms is leaving Glendale 
High with a legacy of her own; from her 
astounding musical talent to her warm and 
friendly demeanor, Harms truly has been a 
fish out of water. 

Harmonizing with Jackie Harms
Story by Alex Cisneros and Photos by Andy Lores and Christian Tom
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The baseball season is here and the first 

pitch of league play is set for next Tuesday, 
March 17. Although the team has lost many 
key seniors they will look to their young 
players to step up and make plays. 

“It’s a young team, but we have a good 
group of young guys who I feel can step 
up. We should be able to compete with any 
one,” said Head Coach Jon Keefer.

 Among the leaders looking to make 
immediate contributions are senior Kevin 
Perez and junior Bennett Koss. The com-
petition should be tough but the Nitros look 
to make a push for the CIF playoffs. 

“We know CV and Arcadia are going 
to be tough to beat but I feel like we have 
as good of a chance as any to beat them,” 
said Koss. 

“We might hit a few bumps in the be-
ginning of the season but we will get better 
throughout the year with experience,” said 
senior team captain Ian Conover. 

Even though the Nitros lack a lot of 
playing experience, they feel that they have 
the talent and the maturity to go into the 
season and surprise some of the top teams 
in the league. 

“We will be able to tell a lot on where 
we stand as a team during the first few 

preseason games. Hopefully our pitching 
holds up and the offense makes plays when 
they have to,” said junior John Evans. 

The boys and girls track and field team 

is back for yet another season. Led by Head 
Coach Bailey, the team practices every day, 
including Saturdays, for about two hours. 
Because of the diversity of events, practice 
varies based on each group competing in a 
particular event. 

Although many good athletes gradu-
ated, the track team’s strength still lies in 
their star players. Seniors Robert Weathers, 
Robert Haro, and David Hernandez are the 

Swimming teams make first splash
     GETTIN’ WET: Led by Katalina Sher and Mickey Mowry, the swimmers prep for league with a meet on Tuesday.

  The swim team is determined to have 
a successful season this year. Since all the 
seniors from last year graduated the team 
is going to have to swim a lot harder and 
faster than they have been swimming in the 
past. 

Many of the swimmers are extremely 
eager and, of course, very nervous. “I’m re-
ally excited! I can’t wait for the swim sea-
son to start up again. All of us on the team 
are going to be ready when time comes to 
swim against the other schools in the actual 
meets,” captain Noor Ghssoub said.

The swim team’s season officially be-
gan on Feb. 17. The tryouts took place for 
two weeks, from Feb. 9 to Feb. 20. They 
were relatively short, lasting only about 
five minutes. 

Now the star swimmers for the girls 
team include record holder Katalina Sher, 

BY KYRSTEN ST. JOHN
Sports Editor

Baseball, softball open Pacific League play
     BATTER UP: Both teams travel to Pasadena for Tuesday game. Baseball plays home non-league game today.

BY THOMAS HARRISON
Staff Reporter

Track teams race Golden Valley
BY TINA PETROSIAN
Editor-in-Chief
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SWIM: The star of the team, junior Katalina Sher, is the fastest swimmer 
in school history. She leads the Lady Nitros against Prep on Tuesday.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
RUN: Junior Francis Pasamba 
focuses on the finish line.

The Nitros began their season on March 7 
with a double header against Perris High 
School. GHS won one game and lost one 
game. They then defeated Miguel Contre-
ras, 3-1, last Monday.

The GHS softball team is ready for an-
other season. Led by coach Christine Pak-
nik, the hard-working team has been prac-
ticing every day from 2 p.m.- 5 p.m. 

During practices, Paknik likes to stick 
to the basics of the game, because that’s 
the most important. “If you can’t mas-
ter the fundamentals then everything else 
becomes more difficult to master. We like 

to keep it simple, stay focused and deter-
mined,” said Paknik. 

The starting line-up is still undecided, 
so everyone has an opportunity to be a star 
player this season. Samantha Dickens will 
be catcher, Angie Mejia, Abigail Nagy, and 
Karina Sandoval will rotate on the mound.

They will travel to Pasadena on Tues-
day and will host Burbank on Thursday at 
Dalton Field on the GHS campus as Pacific 

League competition begins. 
Luckily, there has not been any major 

injuries so far this year. Although, Lexis 
Whalen broke her nose a few months ago. 
Ironically, she broke her nose her freshman 
year as well. 

As long as everyone stays healthy and 
confident, Paknik believes this will be a 

successful season for the girls. “These girls 
have put in a lot of hard work and time in 
for this season and deserve to do well,” 
said Paknik.

top sprinters, throwers, and distance run-
ners, respectively. Also for the girls, se-
niors Daniela Pollard, Alin Jabourian, and 
Jennifer Movsessian, and junior Frances 
Pasamba are the top jumpers, sprinters, 
throwers, and distance runners. As far as 
the line-up goes, it changes week to week.

Senior Eileen Tumasian has high hopes 
for the team. “I think the guys will do bet-
ter than last year. The girls are hoping to 
break more records this year, with the help 
of our coaches.” Her sister, senior Arleen 
Tumasian is excited for the season. “We’re 
lucky to have pole vaulting still.” 

     RUN, JUMP, THROW: Track’s first league meet is Thursday against Muir at GHS.

The team had a pre-season meet with 
Golden Valley. The rest of the meets this 
season are with the Pacific League teams.

Coach Bailey is hopeful, even though 
the team is full of first time varsity ath-
letes. “Returning athletes are going to have 
to step it up a notch, while some first time 

athletes may need to grow a little faster 
than they planned,” he said.

Although there are no major injuries 
at this time, grade checks might be an ob-
stacle for some of the athletes.

GHS will host Muir Thursday at 
Moyse Stadium.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
ON BASE: Senior Samantha Dickens gets a base hit and heads to first. 

The Lady Nitros will host Burbank on Thursday at Dalton Field.

a junior, and Clark senior Ghssoub, Jenny 
Lee, Christine Grade and Lilit Melikyan. 
For the boys, Clark seniors Thomas Sarki-

syan and Dvin Gasparian will team up 
with junior Artur Hovhannisyan, a league 
finalist a year ago, and promising freshman 

Mickey Mowry.
Mowry, who along with Sher, trains at 

Rose Bowl Aquatics Club in Pasadena, has 
times that rival the fastest swimmers in the 
league. Other boys to watch are Gor As-
ryan,  Martin Narinyan, Hovsep Pogosyan, 
and Cole Veloz.

First year swim coach and co-athletic 
director Carol Driffill said, “We’re a young 

team and they are relatively inexperi-
enced.” 

The swim team hopes that they will 
catch up to the co-champions of the league 
from last year, Crescenta Valley and Arca-
dia highs. 

The swimmers have already had their 
Red and Black swim meet on Wednesday, 
and their first official swim meet will be 

next Tuesday against Flintridge Prep. The 
swim meet will be held in the Glendale 
pool starting at 3:15.

Last year, the swim team came in third 
place in the league behind Crescenta Val-
ley and Arcadia. 
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Soccer succeeds in making CIF

great year as well as for JV.” 
The team became champions of a ma-

jor tournament, bringing the winning tradi-

Girls’ varsity water polo unfortunately 
had a rough season this year. However, 
their season hasn’t lowered their expecta-
tions for next year. In fact, it has only in-
spired them to work harder. 

There are three varsity team captains. 
They were senior Jenny Lee, junior Katren 
Ter-Oganesyan, and sophomore Milene 
Minassians. Lee was the only returning se-
nior for the squad. 

Experience was what the young team 
was lacking, so their season was definitely 

a challenge to them. 
“We are learning fast, though it’s go-

ing to take some time for us to grow,” said 
Ter-Oganesyan. 

Led by Coach Bobby Zirovich, the 

The girls’ basketball team had a success-
ful season this year. The star players were se-
niors Lidia Rivas, Anna Shahinian, and Mar-
low Tomasian. Other notable players included 
Serah Mirzaeian, Stella Ghazarian, and Cyn-
thia Garcia. The basketball team had intense 
practices from two to three hours, usually five 

days a week. 
The team had their share of injuries, espe-

cially the captains, and some worse than oth-
ers. Shaninian was unable to play two tourna-
ments because of a foot injury. Ghazarian also 
had a major shoulder injury that caused her to 
sit out a few games. 

Their hard work paid off during the sec-
ond half of the league. The team won a game 
against CV, 35-33, being the only team besides 
Muir to beat them in league competition. 

The most memorable was the exciting 

Basketball plays hard

Lady Nitros look ahead

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
KICK IT: Makhramadzhyan steals the ball from Burroughs in a match.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
CHARGE: Sophomore Milene Minassians ducks the defense in a game.

BY ANI KHASHADOORIAN
Staff Reporter

Boys’ soccer has never been better. 
With the close to their season the Glendale 
High soccer team has kicked their way 
through the competition. Major contribu-
tions to the team include defender junior 
Rolman Piche, keepers, senior Artin An-
drenisian, senior Haykas Sargsyan and ju-
nior Jonathan Martinez.

Major games of the season not only 
included Hoover (whom the team slaugh-
tered) but the final game in the Hart Tour-
nament. The soccer team aimed for the 
playoffs this year; perhaps they will hit 
that goal next season.

Practices for the team include heavy 
conditioning for nearly two and a half 
hours daily. Though there were several in-
juries, all players survived and managed to 
continue playing.

There were several set-backs, however 
we had major contributions from defender 
Piche and midfield Jonathan Martinez. 

All three keepers came out strong dur-
ing different areas of the game, Artin An-
drenisian and Haykas Sargsyan did a great 
job for the team. Overall, it was a team ef-
fort that allowed them to do well this year.

Boys’ soccer coach Tulio Marroquin 
said,  “The season was good for the team. I 
believe we had the opportunity to achieve 
much more. For the varsity team, it was a 

game against Burroughs which went 
into triple overtime. The team won 73-
70. 

“During the second half of the 
league, we finally started playing the 

way we needed to and went on to fin-
ish the league with a 5-9 record,” said 
Coach Adary.

The boys’ basketball team also had 
a successful year. The line up was Da-
vid Mansuryan, John Robertson, Eddie 
Nersisyan, Derenik Kaloosi, and Taron 
Israelian. 

The key players included Man-
suryan, Robertson, and Kaloosi. Dion 
Debhanian and Artur Harutynyan each 
suffered from major injuries to the ankle 
and shoulder.

The most exciting game of the sea-
son was the Hoover-Glendale game, not 
surprisingly. Glendale won 47-46, with 
Derenik Kaloosi scoring the last shot.

BY TINA PETROSIAN
Editor-in-Chief

     AMBITION: Although the girls’ team had a tough time 
this season, they anticipate a stronger season next year.

team practiced every day, after school, 
from two to six, even in the cold weather 
and rain. This included weekends and va-
cations. They lived by the motto “Practice 
makes perfect.”

Hopefully, the girls’ water polo team 
will continue to grow and improve the fol-
lowing year and all their hard work and 
perseverance will pay off for them.

“They’re a young team. It was hard 
for them to get adjusted to the fast pace of 
varsity, in comparison to the slow pace of 
JV. But overall, they’re hard workers. Defi-
nitely next year, it will be a different game. 
We will have experience under our belt, so 
we can expect greater games,” said Assis-
tant Coach Josh Morales. 

To better prepare for next year, there 
will be games and practices for the team 
during the summer.

BY EDMOND TAHMAZYAN
Staff Reporter
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SCORE: Derenik Kaloosi goes for the shot in a game against Muir.

     VICTORY: The Nitros have had a triumphant year, and hope that their streak continues on for the years to come.

tion back to Glendale High. They also have 
a winning record, only losing two games 
in league. “I’m pleased and proud of the 

team and how they performed all year. It 
was a positive experience for everyone and 
hopefully the seniors can look back and ap-
preciate what they accomplished.”

“We had a great team and we expected 
to achieve way more than we did. We were 
hoping for first place, but it was not meant 

to be. It was a decent season. Now we have 
to wait and get ready and look toward the 
possibility of winning next year,” said ju-
nior Mircea Tala.

The girls’ soccer team gave it their all 
during their winter season. They practiced 
many hours every day to achieve their suc-
cess. 

Some of the key players include senior 
Pharis Harootun, who is an All-League 
player from Clark Magnet High, and soph-
omore Ani Ghazikhanian. 

The Lady Nitros were able to defeat 
Muir twice. In the two games they played 
against Hoover, they won one and lost one. 
The team finished 6th place in the league.

The girls’ soccer coach, Dino Barbi-
erri, was unavailable to comment on how 
they achieved success, this winter season.

JV Coach Nicoleta Soris said, “This 
was a growing year. We only had three 
returning players, so it was a young team. 
They did okay, they tried their best.” 

Most of the team won’t be return-
ing next year either, so it will be another 
growing year. Hopefully, the year after will 
bring girls’ soccer success. 

     SLAM DUNK: Injuries slow successful seasons.
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