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Bulldozers are coming

GHS student among those 
killed in car accident  

 RENOVATION: The long-awaited Measure K money 

gives Glendale High School classes needed face lift.

BY TRIANA MELENDEZ

Staff Reporter

BY LAURENCE REYES

Staff Reporter

 TRAGEDY: Eagle Rock crash leaves 4 people 

dead. Students mourn death of Andrew Cordova. 

Photo by Violet Ismailyan 

REMODELING: Construction started last week on the “B” building 

and will continue to August 2010. 

BY CHRISTINA ESCAMILLA

Staff Reporter

Regardless of its cause, the accident 
on Wednesday, Aug. 27 at about 10:30 
p.m. had definitely come as a surprise to 
the people of Glendale, and especially 
the students here at GHS. 

People who passed by the 1800 
block of Colorado Blvd. saw what could 
only be described as completely dev-
astating. A black Nissan Maxima was 
smashed into a tree, split in half, and on 
fire. 

Due to the strong impact of the 
crash, most of the victims inside the 
Maxima were killed. Some of the vic-
tims were even strewn several yards. 
Five people were inside the vehicle. 
19-year old Cristyn Cordova, who was 
then eight months pregnant, was the one 
driving. With her were her 16-year old 
sister Toni, and her 15 year old brother 
Andrew. 

Also with them was her 19-year-old 
boyfriend Carlos Campos and close fam-
ily friend, 19-year old Jason Hernandez. 
Three of the passengers, Cristyn, Toni, 
and Jason all died on impact. While the 
fourth, Andrew, due to injuries in the 
crash later passed away in the hospital.  

Investigators who rushed to the 
scene quickly analyzed the cause of the 
accident. A second car was said to have 
been involved. A white Mitsubushi ve-
hicle which belonged to a man named 
Rostislav Shnayder. After the accident, 
Shnayder was arrested for murder.

Given the fact that the cars were 
traveling surprisingly fast, the police 
came up with a conclusion saying that 
street racing was the cause of the acci-
dent. Due to lack of evidence, this con-
clusion was eventually set aside. 

A new investigation was brought 
up weeks after. This time investigators 
said that the likely cause of the accident 
was road rage. This conclusion is not 
yet certain. Investigations regarding the 
true cause of the accident are still ongo-
ing. 

Many people remember the Cor-
dova kids as happy, active people. Most 
of them remember young Andrew, who 
was very popular on the Glendale High 
School campus. Students who knew An-
drew were in mourning.

One such person is Mark Andrade 
who said: “Andrew was an overall good 
guy, we would joke around almost ev-
eryday. He was and still is my friend.” 
The memories and friendships they have 
made will forever be remembered.  

INSIDE
Learn about Senators Barack 

Obama and John McCain.
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New administrators come to GHS 
 A FIRST: Former student Rinder named new principal.

Starting now until August 2010, Glen-
dale High School will be under construc-
tion. The community passed a bond about 
eight years ago called Measure K, which 
raised millions of dollars for the renovation 
of school campuses in the Glendale Uni-
fied School District.

Measure K has allowed the school to 
modernize certain assets, which include 
adding improved ceilings, white boards 
and elevators, updating the bathrooms, fix-
ing the lighting facilities and remodeling 
the main administration building. 

Bob Briggs, who is the construction 
supervisor for Glendale High, said that the 
remodeling will be done in seven phases. 
The first three phases are the remodeling of 
all three parts of the “B” building, which 
will include the balcony connecting the 
library and book room, making both their 

appearances more enjoyable. 
The fourth phase will be the remodel-

ing of the east side of the “E” building, all 
of the “F” and “G” buildings, and starting 
the work on installing three elevators. 

The fifth phase will be the continu-
ation of building the elevators, the west 
side of the “E” building, and the Cafeteria 
building.

The last two phases of the construc-
tion will continue on to the “J” building, 
where they will build a new staircase and 
add in a new ramp coming out from the 
“B” building to the Cafeteria building. This 
will improve the flow of the traveling stu-
dents during passing periods and prevent 
students from being tardy to their classes. 
Additionally, the construction will include 
the removal of the annex and the bunga-
lows.

The construction’s completion is sure 
to reveal a promising landscape for the ed-
ucation of future students.

A new journey begins as the new 
school year starts. Along with the fresh-
men, the school welcomes a new principal 
and a semi-new administrative group.

Dr. Deb Rinder is the new principal at 
Glendale High School. She is the first GHS 
principal who was a student at this school. 
She was a member of the class of 1982 and 
was a star athlete in basketball and soft-
ball. For the last several years, Rinder has 
been the principal of Clifton Middle School 
in Monrovia where she was leading their 
school toward meeting their API goal of 
800.

Dr. Monica Makiewicz has been pro-
moted to the position of associate princi-
pal, replacing Michele Doll, who took over 
the principal position at Rosemont Middle 
School.

Dr. Scott Anderle is a returning assis-
tant principal after a year working at Toll 

Middle School. He recently received his 
Doctorate from USC. He has his adminis-
tration degree from Cal State Northridge 
and his Bachelors from Occidental.

Michael Bertram, assistant principal, 
is also a product of the Glendale Uni-
fied School District. He is a graduate of 
Hoover High and later taught and coached 
at Hoover. Bertram has distinguished him-
self as an educational leader in both the La 
Canada and Burbank school districts. He 
came to GHS from Burbank High School.

Rene Valdes is a former GHS student 
who returned to GHS to teach and coach 
several years ago. Last year he was the dean 
of attendance and athletic director this year 
he takes on the job of assistant principal in 
charge of athletics. Journalism/yearbook 
teacher Pat Lancaster takes over Valdes’s 
spot as boys’ athletic director.

Each member of the administrative 
team is here to improve the school. Chang-
es should be expected to come along with 
the new team.

GHS gets Bewitched tonight
  THRILLER: Drill, Cheer host first dance of the year.

BY ALICIA BAYRAMIAN

Staff Reporter

Glendale High School’s Drill Team 
and Cheerleading Squad will host Be-
witched, the second annual Halloween 
costume party and dance.  It will take place 
tonight at the Glendale High School small 
gym, dance room, and studio. Doors open 
at 7 p.m. and close at 11 p.m. The price is 
$10 with ASB and $12 without ASB.  Tick-
ets may be purchased from any Drill Team 
or Pep Squad member.

At Bewitched, you will be dancing 
to the music of the best DJ around. In the 
foyer between the two gyms, a snack bar 
will be set up where you can refresh your-
self with food and drinks. Later during the 
dance, you can even play games and win 
some prizes. A photo booth will also be in 
place where you can take your picture at 
the scary setting.  

What most people are excited about 
is the haunted movie room, which will be 
playing the films “It” and “The Orphan-
age” where it is sure to get some screams.

“The dance this year is going to be 
amazing! We took everything we did last 
year to make it successful and then added 
even more! Such a fun event!” said Head 
Coach Kelly Palmer.

Last year the dance brought in 600 
students and this year even more are ex-
pected. 

“Last year the dance was a very suc-
cessful event, but this year, because so 
many more students are involved, it is sure 
to be one of the best dances of the year,” 
said the Cheerleading Advisor Yana Kar-
ibyan. Last year’s successful dance, Drill 
and cheer are more than excited to host yet 
another amazing event and place all their 
efforts into making the 2008 Bewitched 
dance one of the most memorable.

“I think this is going to be one of the 
best dances of the year because Drill and 
cheer are putting so much effort in mak-
ing the rooms look the best they can be. No 
one should miss out on this dance,” said 
cheer member Andrea Ornopia.

There will be ghosts, goblins, and fair-
ies, so wear a costume, bring a friend and 
have the time of your life at Bewitched.
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Our place 
in politics

As November 4th, the day of the 2008 
Presidential Election, slowly creeps by, it 
seems as though tensions are rising and 
scandals are multiplying. Surely, the ’08 
election is distinctive in its traits, and may 
soon make history. Behold, the first ever 

African-American as a major nominee in 
an election. 

However, what may also be unique 
about this election is the availability for 
infinite exposure through the mass media. 

The election, figuratively speaking, is a 

circus, where the media holds the position 
of the ringleaders. America loves scandals, 
and the news media is sure to create, cover, 
and provide that for you (at a ridiculously 
fast rate, too). 

So, if we see the elections as one big 
circus: the delegates as the performers, the 
news media as the ring leaders, and eligible 
voters as the audience, where exactly does 

the Youth of America come into play? The 
answer to that, it seems, is nowhere - we 
hold no major part in this election. 

Of course, this must be argued. 
Through the ability to make history, and to 
act upon the nearly impossible, why can’t 
we, the teenage population, become a part 
of this election? After all, according to 
popular belief, teenagers, in simple terms, 
don’t give a hoot about politics. According 
to popular belief, we’d have more interest 
in finding out about Paris Hilton’s latest ar-
rest than to ever be interested in our poten-
tial president’s promises and beliefs. 

Some of us may not be able to vote, 
but we can all be key players in the run for 
our future president. Whether you’re root-
ing for the Reds or the Blues, all I’d like to 
see is for us to take an interest, and have an 
open and active mind in this election.

Most importantly, it’s not just taking 
an interest in the coverage of our nominees, 
but taking an interest in the things that mat-
ter the most. Although America seems to 
take an unhealthy amount of interest in 
Michelle Obama’s fashion sense or Sarah 
Palin’s daughter sporting a baby bump, we 
must pay focus to what really matters.

 Paying notice to each nominee’s 
stance on primary issues like the War on 
Terror, our declining economy, or even 
things like student loans, can result in us 
being taken seriously, and us becoming a 
part of this, too. 

Exactly how does one become active 

in this election? Well, first, we must take 

advantage of what we can; let’s face it, 
we’re technology-reliant, and many of our 
lives center around the computer. How do 
we use this to our advantage? We use blog-
ging as an outlet for self-expression. 

Despite any efforts to become aware 
of these candidates and their message to 
you, you might be discouraged by the in-
evitable fact that your vote, in this election, 
will not count. Fear not, for you can be 
directly involved in other ways; if you are 
under eighteen, you can have your share of 
involvement through being a poll worker. 
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Although there are some qualifications to 

be a poll worker, being over 18 is not one 
of them.  

Remember, though, others do not 
speak for you, nor do they determine your 
position. Let’s not show our support in 
Senator Obama for his admired oratorical 
skills or because all your friends think he’s 
“totally awesome.” Instead, why not ad-
mire him for his commends for change?

Let’s not cross our fingers for Sena-
tor McCain because his choice as running 
mate, Sarah Palin, is in a sense making her 
own history for being the first good-look-
ing female VP nominee; instead, why not 
consider the fact that she was decided to be 
VP upon the second or third encounter with 
Senator McCain? 

In simple terms, teenagers can make a 
difference. Despite all assumptions adults 
have of us, or even assumptions we bear 
within ourselves, an active interest in this 
election lies in your hands. 

So, where do we stand in this parade 
of politics? Anywhere we’d like. We hold 
the future of America, and the person lead-
ing it matters.

The new year started off with a new 
look: new faces, new teachers, and a 
new set of administrators. Along with 
the administration, came our new prin-
cipal, Dr. Rinder, and the enforcement 
of some controversial policies. One of 
the most unpopular rules is the “NO hat 
rule.” As students, we believe that hats 
play no role in disrupting the classroom 
environment nor do they promote gang 
affiliation. Here at GHS, the “hat rule” 

was based on teacher preference. If the 
teacher was okay with the hat, the stu-
dent could wear it in class. This rule was 
simple, effective, and reasonable. So 
why change the rule?

Many adults also believe that hats 
should not be allowed because they ex-
press gang influence. The truth behind 

this myth is that hats are a different 
way for students to express themselves. 

Some wear the hats to represent their 
favorite baseball, basketball, or football 
teams, while others wear them to make a 
fashion statement. Instead of complete-
ly banning hats as a whole, they should 
regulate the hats that are worn. If they 

Hat lovers speak out

see it promotes a gang, then they should 
confiscate the hats, and consider that as 

gang affiliation.

Dr. Rinder has a different view on this 
topic. One of her main reasons for enforc-
ing this rule is that wearing hats inside of 
buildings is disrespectful. In an interview 
with Dr. Rinder, she pointed out to us that 
we students are in buildings for six of the 

seven school hours, so there’s no reason for 
bringing hats to school. Secondly, hats can 
be used to group individuals, which could, 
in turn, cause conflicts between the groups 

and possibly become a safety issue. 
Lastly, and most importantly, she be-

lieves that the elimination of hats here at 
GHS would result in a better learning en-
vironment. Now, teachers don’t have to 
waste classroom time telling students to re-
move their hats. Students benefit from this 

also by not losing valuable time that could 
instead be used for instruction. 

When asked why she would change 
the “teacher preference” rule, Dr. Rinder 
responded by saying the staff here at GHS 
should be a “united team.” If one teacher 
allows students to wear the hats, and an-

other doesn’t, there could be conflicts 

between teachers, and also between 
students and teachers. In addition, there 
would be confusion amongst the student 
body because of the inconsistency. 

With these newly enforced rules, it 
seems that the student population will 
be in a rebellious state for a while. The 
abrupt announcement on the first day 

of school left many students in shock. 
Many of us were frustrated and enraged 
by the fact that we were limited on what 
we could do on our own time during 
snack and lunch. 

What many of us don’t realize, how-
ever, is that this rule has been around 
forever. In fact the middle schools we 
came from have the very same rule. It’s 
just being enforced now at GHS be-
cause of our new principal and adminis-
tration. The Explosion staff realizes that 
this rule is harsh, but in a sense, it’s fair 
and meant to help us learn. Overall, we 
get the better end of the deal. We should 
all just keep an open mind and obey it as 
best we can. After all, we can live with-
out a hat for a few hours a day.
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T h e  U l t i m a t e  B a t t l e

The 2008 elections have turned into 
one of the most exciting events that Ameri-
ca has ever witnessed. The reason is mostly 
due to the famous Barack Obama. Repre-
senting the Democratic Party, the Illinois 
senator has influenced the younger genera-
tion with his promises of change and his 
words which have seemingly promised 
hope for Americans. With his sharp views 
of helping the nation, Obama has quickly 
gained the approval of many Americans. 

Being a rock star and practically hav-
ing the youth’s support has been a perk to 
Obama’s popularity, but where does he 
stand on the issues that we hear about in 
our everyday lives? One of the most con-
troversial views that he holds is his opinion 
on abortion. 

 Obama has clearly stated time and 
time again that he is “Pro Choice.”  The 
main question here is that forcing a wom-
an to have a baby is not only wrong, but 
unconstitutional as well. Obama stated in 
a 2007 democratic debate that he believes 
that a woman would make the right deci-
sion about keeping the baby while taking 
the opinions of her family and friends in 
mind.

Another issue from the Illinois sena-
tor is same-sex marriage. Like John Mc-
Cain, Obama is against it. Although he is 
opposed to it, he is a strong supporter of 
civil unions stating that even though gay 
couples are not married, they should still 
receive the benefits that a heterosexual 
married couple would.  

The last two issues that Obama has 
debated over with his critics are the con-
troversial problems about taxes and educa-
tion.  

Obama has vowed to give middle class 
taxpayers back $500 per person 
or $1,000 per family.  
Obama promised to 
remove Bush’s 
tax cuts 
for the 
wealthy 
a n d 
i n -

crease 
t h o s e 
taxes from 
capital in-
come. Then he 
would in return de-
crease taxes for  low to 
middle class workers.

 Obama has proposed  many solu-
tions to help fund schools and 

help lower the 30% drop-
out rate.  Obama 

says that mi-
norities like 

blacks and 
Latinos 

have a 
s i g -

nif-

icantly 
l o w e r 

c h a n c e 
g r a d u a t -

ing compared 
to white students.  

Obama would provide 
funding to middle schools to help 

students plan out their goals and he would 
create programs that would mentor stu-
dents at a young age the importance of 
going to school.  He states that he would 
recruit teachers (specifically in math and 
science) in order to help the absence of 
qualified teachers in the classroom. 

In a recent debate, Obama attacked 
McCain stating that he was out of touch 
with the middle class worker and said that 
he, not once, mentioned the common work-
er in the debate.  Obama told the crowd his 
plans for the future, such as negotiating 
with Iranian leaders.  He argued that he 
might be inexperienced compared to Mc-
Cain, but he represents the broader view of 
people.  When attacked by McCain about 
the war in Iraq, Obama said that America 
was most successful when it cooperated 
with other nations.

When asked about what he would do 
to help the economic crisis, he said that 
he would reluctantly agree with the $700 
billion bailout plan, but he stated before  
moving on that he would concentrate on is-
sues affecting most Americans today, such 
as taxes, health care and education.

Obama has proven himself to be a 
radical political leader whose true purpose 
is to bring change to this country. He is a 
well respected politician who has had great 
influence on the country. 

An  outstanding selection for president, 
Obama has great potential to provide the 
country with solutions that it is in dire need 
of.  His views may be a little far-fetched at 
times, but in this era of uncertainty, “cra-
zy” may be exactly what we need. Regard-
less of the American decision, Obama will 
leave a mark on American history.

BY ROGER QUINTANILLA

Assistant Entertainment Editor

The Republican presidential nominee 
Senator John McCain has shown great fi-
nesse despite the fact that his opponent 
seems to be gaining great popularity. De-
spite his fierce competition, McCain has 
done a good job of holding his own ground 
and  maintaining a huge number of sup-
porters. With a good resume (House of 
Representatives, 23 years in the Navy, and 
with four badges of honor including a pur-
ple heart), the more conservative nominee 
of the election, McCain gained great popu-
larity and showed that he is one of the most 
qualified people for this job. McCain’s 
choices are a little more conservative but 
it doesn’t make him any less of a strong 
contender. 

Some of the main issues that McCain 
has covered are abortion, taxes, education, 
and the war in Iraq. He is “Pro-Life” and 
stated that he would do anything in his 
power to stop the act of abortion altogether.  
McCain said that abortion is an unneces-
sary evil that shouldn’t even be considered 
a decision by pregnant woman. McCain 
plans to end late term abortions and all 
public funding to support them.

His views on taxes are very similar to 
President George W. Bush’s. His plans in-
clude many components that Bush used in 
his campaign and that were unpopular with 
the majority of Americans.  McCain said 
that he would continue Bush’s tax cuts but 
has proposed to install a few of his own.  
McCain has said that he plans to stop the 

taxes on cellphones and 
on use of  the Inter-
net. He would 
decrease the 
tax deduc-
tion to 

$ 7 , 0 0 0 
in order 
to help those 
people who are 
raising families.  He 

also plans to eliminate 
minimum tax, which 

in the near fu-
ture may 

have mid-
dle class 

work-
e r s 

pay-
ing as 

much in 
taxes as a 

rich person 
would.  
Another signifi-

cant issue on which McCain has spoken 
about is education.  His position on educa-
tion is simply that parents should be able to 
do whatever they can to get their children 
into any school they choose.  He plans on 
giving federal funds to schools directly in 
order to prevent administrative expenses.  
Unlike Barack Obama, he is a strong sup-
porter of school vouchers and feels that a 
parent should be in complete control of the 
school his/her child attends. He states that 
education is the most important asset of 
creating a strong and promising future. 

As for the war in Iraq, McCain is a 
strong supporter of continuing the war.  
McCain does not agree with the decisions 
that Bush has made and says that if he is 
elected, the management would be a lot 
better and the he would make the living                                                                                                             
environment of the soldiers a lot better.  
McCain also supports a troop increase and 
has defended the moral justifications of the 
war. Electing McCain would not stop the 
war or bring any troops home, but it would 
most greatly increase the safety of our sol-
diers and the conditions that they live in.

Though Obama has been the more talk-
ed-about contender, McCain still has many 
great proposals to bring to the table. Mc-
Cain shows great patriotism for the coun-
try. Although he is the less talked-about 
candidate, McCain is still an exceptional 
choice. Despite Obama’s growing popular-
ity, McCain brings something to the table 
that gives him an edge: experience.

Barack Obama and John McCain compete for the chance to lead America.

B a r a c k  O b a m a
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The Phelps Factor...

The Man with the Plan
“And he’s done it! He made Olympics 

history!” The crowd goes wild, and the 
man steps out of the Water Cube, with a 
heart filled with pride and joy.

Michael Phelps was born on June 30, 
1985 in Baltimore, Maryland. His parents 
are Debbie Phelps, a middle school prin-
cipal, and Fred Phelps, who worked for 
the Maryland State Police. His parents di-
vorced when Phelps was nine years old. 

He started swimming at the age of 
seven, influenced by his sisters, Whitney 
and Hilary, who were swimmers as well. 
Another reason why he started swim-
ming was because he was diagnosed with 
Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder.  
He had to provide an outlet for the energy 
that the disorder had caused him to have.  
From then on, he was making records for 
his age group. At the age of 11, his talent 
in the art of swimming was discovered by 
Bob Bowman, who would be his personal 
swimming coach through all the ups and 
downs of his career.

His swimming career started when he 
qualified for the 2000 Summer Olympics 
in Sydney at the young age of 15.  He only 
ended up being fifth place in the 200-meter 
butterfly.  Though he did not win any med-
als in Athens, he did break the world re-
cord in the 200 meter butterfly five months 
after the 2000 Summer Olympics, making 
him the youngest person in history to set a 
world record in swimming.  

During the 2004 Summer Olympics in 
Athens, he won six gold medals and two 
bronze medals.  

After his success in the 2004 Summer 
Olympics he attended the University of 

Michigan, studying sports marketing and 
management.

During his stay at the University of 
Michigan he joined Club Wolverine, which 
is a USA swimming club. He competed in 
the same club between 2004 and 2008. He 
was also an assistant coach to Bowman, 
who was made the head coach of the Uni-
versity of Michigan swimming team.

Phelps finally reached his shining 
moments in the 2008 Summer Olympics, 
where he won eight gold medals.  He cur-
rently holds 16 Olympic medals: 14 gold 
medals and 2 bronze medals. He also holds 
the record for the most gold medals won in 
a single Olympics. 

He currently holds the world records in 
the following events: 200-meter freestyle 
(1:42.96), 200-meter butterfly (1:52.03), 
200-meter individual medley (1:54.23), 
400-meter individual medley (4:03.84), 
4x100-meter freestyle relay with team-
mates Garrett Weber-Gale, Cullen Jones, 
and Jason Lezak (3:08.24), 4x200-freestyle 
relay with teammates Ryan Lochte, Ricky 
Berens, and Peter Vanderkaay (6:58:56), 
and 4x100-medley relay with teammates 
Aaron Piersol, Brendan Hansen, and Lezak 
(3:29.34).

Only a few people in the world can 
exceed everyone’s expectations; Michael 
Phelps is one of those people.  He is now 
one of the most renowned athletes in his-
tory.  Not only did the whole world watch 
him in awe at the pinnacle of his successful 
career, but he had also taught each and ev-
ery spectator a lesson that he himself used 
as his philosophy: the harder the work, the 
better the reward.

The Michael Phelps Effect
A little boy sits in front of the televi-

sion set while his parents are watching the 
2008 Summer Olympics.  His parents stand, 
anticipating a victorious end to Michael 
Phelps’s historic race for his eighth gold 
medal.  They were not disappointed.  The 
little boy stares at the triumphant Phelps as 
he receives his gold medal and USA’s con-
gratulations.  Suddenly, the boy exclaims: 
“I want to be just like Michael Phelps!”  He 
was so excited that he persuaded his par-
ents to take him to a swimming lesson the 
very next day.  He worked hard.  He wants 
to be just like his idol, making his parents 
and his country very proud of his accom-
plishments.

This is the Michael Phelps effect.  Af-
ter his victory in the recent Olympics, ev-
eryone suddenly wanted to be as fit, strong, 
and up for a challenge as Phelps is.  A lot 
of people took up swimming lessons and 
joined swimming clubs.  

Phelps is currently working on his 
own foundation: the Michael Phelps Foun-
dation.  His ultimate goal in this foundation 
is to be able to open the doors to young as-
piring athletes in swimming.

Phelps is inspiring people to explore 
their potential. His success motivated 
people to challenge themselves and realize 
their own capabilities.  He also moved peo-
ple to pursue their calling, enhance it, and 
use it for the greater good.  More and more 
people are encouraged to train themselves 
in whatever talent they want to pursue.

There is another thing that Phelps has 
given to people, especially Americans: a 
sense of unity.  Phelps has a binding power 
that brings Americans together by giving 
them pride for their own country and all 
the amazing, talented people it provides 
for the world.  Phelps was not just one of 
the greatest athletes ever; he was also an 
American, who represented his country 
and showcased all its abilities for the whole 
world to behold.

How about the youth?  How did it af-
fect the Glendale High youth specifically?

Ever since Phelps dominated the 
2008 Summer Olympics, more students 
were joining the water sports.  According 
to coach Pat Lancaster, there is a 20% in-
crease in the number of students in water 
sports teams.  Compared to last year’s 80 
members, there are currently 108 members 
and the number will increase come the Jan-
uary try-outs.

Bulletin announcements invited stu-
dents to join the swim team if they wanted 
to be “the next Michael Phelps.”  This cre-
ated an impact.  Kids were more motivated 
to be the best that they could be and it gave 
them something to be proud of.  Because 
Phelps is quite young, the students have 
the mentality of being able to do the same 
thing.  Students tend to push themselves to 
their limits, just like how Phelps achieved 
his dreams. Who knows, maybe the next 
Michael Phelps will be from Glendale 
High.

Michael Phelps’s success in the pool may be inspiring 
future generations of swimming champions.

MAKING HISTORY: Michael Phelps raises his fists in the air in celebra-
tion another victory in the Water Cube at the Summer Olympics.
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LIGHTNING FAST: Michael Phelps grabs a quick breath as he tries to 

earn the gold and beat the world record in the 2008 Beijing Olympics.

Photo Courtesy of Google Images

BY JUSTINE VELASQUEZ
Features Editor
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ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT
A break from reality
     TELEVISION: Get ready for new shows, new 
seasons, and new obsessions that are coming your way

BY MARI KHASMANYAN
Staff Reporter

The one form of entertainment that 
people cannot get enough of is TV. Wheth-
er it’s a dramatic soap opera, a mysterious 
thriller, or a show about rich teenagers, 
there is always something there to catch 
one’s attention. Lucky for us, this year tons 
of new shows have arrived, and many old 
shows have returned.

For the fans of the show “Mad Men” 
on the AMC cable network, you’ll be glad 
to hear that the show has returned for an-
other season. For anyone new to the show, 
it is set in the year 1960, in New York and 
is based on the lives of competitive, egotis-
tical men and women of Madison Avenue. 
Don Draper, is the big shot advertising man 
and the plot revolves around his personal 
and public life.

ABC returns with its famous show 
“Lost.” The show started with an airplane 
that crashed on a Pacific Island. The sur-
vivors experience things they would never 
expect to occur. A group of friends, fam-
ily, enemies and strangers continue to work 
with one another against the harsh envi-
ronment around them. The theme revolves 
around Darwin’s theory of survival of the 
fittest.

“Gossip Girl” is back on the CW, with 
a melodramatic first episode that is sure to 

get you addicted. The plot revolves around 
the lives of socialite teens growing up on 
the Upper East Side of New York. Follow 
Blaire, Serena, Chuck, Nate and Dan in 
their dramatic social life. Loosely based on 
the book by Cecily Von Ziegesar, the series 
has become a phenomenon. The show is 
about teen rivalry, boys, and drama. 

Another new show on the CW is 
“Privileged.” The story takes place in Palm 
Beach and follows the main character Me-
gan, an aspiring writer, who takes a job as 
a full time tutor after getting fired from her 

high fashion magazine job. She tutors two 
teens who are heirs to their grandmother’s 
cosmetics line and Megan is determined to 
win their approval. 

Another new show that CW airs on 
Tuesdays, is the remake of “90210”. A 
Kansas family relocates to Beverly Hills 
and shakes up the zip code. This newer 
version of the classic teen series revolves 
around Beverly Hills lifestyles and wealthy 
families with their many lies and scandals. 

“House” is back on FOX and Dr. Greg-
ory House is not an easy man to work for. 
He fired most of his employees in the pre-
vious season, so the new season starts off 
with a fresh, new cast. It is a medical mys-
tery show with a doctor who has strange 
ways of solving his mysteries.

“24” is another FOX hit show. Each 
episode shows the life of Jack Bauer, a 
man who works with the government to 

fight domestic threats. It is a thriller, that 

unlike any other show, is played during the 
actual time you would be watching it.  The 
show is an hour long each day, hence the 
name “24” since it adds up to 24 episodes 
in a season. Whether you are a fan of the 
government, or a fan of violence make sure 
to stay tuned in.   

“Heroes” from NBC is also back with 
another season. The sci-fi drama series tells 

stories of individuals and their superhuman 

abilities. It explores how they adapt to the 

change and unite to help save humanity. It 

takes a different approach on the charac-
ters, portraying them as villains. Popular 
ratings have made this show a favorite, as 
well as its popular cast. 

With all these new shows, teens are 
sure to be entertained. Be prepared to put 
all your homework aside, take a break, 
and get caught up in these new shows. Get 
ready to be glued to your seats. 

SPLASH: The old and new generations of the cast of the returning 90’s 

hit, “90210,” have combined to recreate the Beverly Hills phenomenon.
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“The books are so three-dimen-
sional. It’s like you get lost in 

Bella’s world when you open 
the book. I’m really looking 

forward to seeing the Twilight 
movie. It’s going to be amazing 

to see my favorite books come 
to life. I’m sure I won’t be dis-
appointed!”

-Carin Kellzi

“Twilight is so addicting!!! As I 

flipped through the pages of the 

book, I found myself immersed 

in the story. I wanted to be part 

of it. I am excited to see the 

movie! I hope it does the book 

justice. 
-Laurence Reyes

ETERNAL: The vampire romance involving 

the pretty human Bella and the handsome 

vampire Edward hits movie theaters on Nov. 

21. It will star Kristen Stewart and Robert 

Pattinson. Legions of fans are anticipat-

ing their debut and cannot wait to see their 

chemistry on the silver screen.

        Photo Courtesy of Entertainment Weekly

The Twilight phenomenon in the spotlight
 

When the scientists in this world in-
vented video games, the Internet, and tele-
vision, the once favorite pastime known 
as reading took a rather heavy blow to its 
popularity. The Twilight series, written by 
Stephenie Meyer, has proven itself to be 
the perfect formula that has gotten teens to 
pick up books again. A rather unconven-
tional love story about a beautiful 108-year 
old vampire stuck in his 17-year old body 
and an average human girl has captivated 
millions of teen readers around the world. 
The mere premise of the plot seems wor-
thy of a multi-million dollar blockbuster. 
In fact, the highly anticipated first install-
ment, Twilight, is due to hit theaters on 
Nov. 21.

It has become a common sight to see 

one of the thickset novels across campus, 
often held like a holy scripture. Typically, 
fans of the Twilight series are very pas-
sionate about the story and their charac-
ters. Girls often swoon for the ever-perfect 
vampire Edward Cullen, otherwise known 
as Team Edward. Some even defend Ed-
ward’s nemesis, the enigmatic Jacob 
Black, known as Team Jacob, in the mat-
ters of Bella Swan’s heart. Senior Stepha-
nie Boon said, “There’s something about 
Edward Cullen. He’s just so mysterious; 
you can’t help but love him.” Those who 
have yet to come to a conclusion of who 
better deserves to be with Bella, or who 
is more appealing, refer to themselves as 
Team Switzerland. 

Avid fans of the novels have even inte-
grated themselves in the large online com-
munity of Twilight. Twilight fans now are 
easily connected globally to others who are 
just as addicted to the series. That is good 
for students like Erika Clingerman who 
logs onto sites like hisgoldeneyes.com  and 

the Twilight message boards on imdb.com 
to get the latest scoop on what’s up-and-
coming in the Twilight world. “I like to 

know what’s going on so I don’t get out of 

the loop. Especially with the movie com-
ing up, I like to know what the stars are 

up to.”
The Twilight series has been popular 

since the first book in the saga was released 

two years ago. However, it was the buzz 
created by the adaptation of the novel to 
a film that really caught a lot of peoples’ 

attention. Fans like sophomore Rita Jal-
nekrian took a trip down to San Diego for 
this summer’s Comic-Con to see the main 
actors of the film, as well as Meyer do their 

press conference for the upcoming film. 

“There were thousands of crazy fans lined 
up just to see the cast. The screaming was 
so loud, it even startled the actors. It was 

an intense experience and it was cool to be 
around people who shared this common 
interest and passion.” The incredible turn 
out of Comic-Con on July  24th was an as-
surance to all that Twilight is a force to be 
reckoned with.

With the release date of the first film 

adaptation drawing near, Twilight fans 
have fallen into yet another crazed frenzy. 
With a built-in audience and fan base, the 
filmmakers have rather large shoes to fill in 

order to please the hoards of fans, or they 
shall surely have hell to pay. However, 
with a cast such as Kristen Stewart, Robert 
Pattinson and Taylor Lautner, we can ex-
pect Nov. 21 to be a day of joy for many 
Twilighters.

One thing is for certain, it is impossi-
ble to deny the intense draw of a vampire-
human love story. Teens all over the world 
have been seduced to Meyer’s world of 
Twilight, The anticipation for more of the 
Twilight world has caused fans to be cre-
ating a massive buzz, and Glendale High 
students are not immune to it either.

BY ROSE PETROSIAN
Staff Reporter

     DAZZLING: Stephenie Meyer’s rendition of a vampire romance novel has captivated millions of teen readers.
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SPORTSSPORTS
     FAST START: Nitros make run for CIF playoffs.

BY ROGER QUINTANILLA
Staff Reporter

‘07 a distant memory as Nitros start season 3-2

After countless practices and tons 
of hard work, Glendale High’s girls ten-
nis team has gotten off to a fast start this 
season.  

With an outstanding record of 7-4 
(including pre-season games), we’ve al-
ready defeated opponents like Burbank, 
Mark Keppel, Hart, and cross town rival 
Hoover. With only four heartbreaking 
losses to Crescenta Valley, San Marino, 
Arcadia, and Burbank, the girls seemed 
ready to take on whatever is thrown at 
them. 

After losing only two of their play-
ers to graduation, the team has collected 

VB girls are in it to win it

                               Photo by Ariga Bedrosian

ESCAPE: Senior Robert Escobar is ready for a touchdown, and he is about to break his opponent’s tackle.

   Photo Courtesy of Stylus
TEAMWORK: Debbie Mendoza passes the ball in the league match 

against Burroughs.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
SWING: Senior Annalou Lingat is determined to finish strong and 
help the Nitros make the CIF playoffs.

itself and has returned with a strong 
line-up. Boasting eight out of 10 re-
turning girls, the varsity team has many 
familiar faces like juniors Samantha 
Sismundo and Sevana Zargarian.  

Returning with single players, 
many double teams like 11th grader Sa-
mantha Jaramillo and sophmore Han-
nah Jang, have decided to stick around 
for one more year of competition.  

With  many experienced and dedi-
cated players, Coach Bob Davidson 
seems to have a powerful line-up at his 
disposal. After beating Hoover again on 
Tuesday, GHS plays CV today. CV is 
in first place in the league but Arcadia, 
Burbank, and Burroughs are very close 
to the Nitros in the battle to get the re-
maining CIF playoff spots.

Volleyball is a sport that combines 
both mentality and physical strength.  
Glendale High School’s girls volleyball 
team has these assets and some more.  

The team’s first league game against 
Crescenta Valley may have resulted in a 
loss, but the girls showed plenty of drive 
and spirit throughout the course of the 
match. Long-time player and co-captain of 
the team Katie Schowengerdt, said, “Our 
team started out strong, but then it just got 
worse. Our mentality went down and we 
kept losing points.”  

In their next game against Burroughs, 
the girls pictured a tough match.  “Bur-
roughs is really tough, but if we just keep 
our attitudes positive we can win,” said 
Schowengerdt. Though they lost again, the 
girls managed to make their comeback by 

BY WILBUR RIVERA
Staff Reporter

beating Muir and Hoover.
To prepare for a game, the girls run a lot 

of drills to keep them in shape.  They play 
volleyball for practice to help strengthen 
their teamwork and their strategies.  When 
playing with the team, it boosts not just 
their adrenaline, but also their communi-
cation with each other and techniques they 
might use for future games. 

The team also welcomed a new coach 
to lead them. Coach Jennifer Vo may be 
new to the team, but she was already a 
familiar figure to the girls. Vo has worked 
with the team before, so she is ready to take 
them to a brand new level. “The coach is 
really good. We’ve known her before and 
she’s a really good volleyball player.  She 
knows how to work with our team,” said 
Schowengerdt.  There is no doubt the girls’ 
volleyball team will take home many wins 
this season. With a new coach and a new 
attitude, new records are sure to be set.

BY THOMAS HARRISON
Staff Reporter

Despite a disastrous 2007 campaign, 
the Nitros came sprinting out the gate with 
a  44-28 victory over Alhambra to start the 
2008 season. They followed that up with 
two more wins a 36-21 win over La Cana-
da and a 48-7 win over South Pasadena.

The Nitros found themselves winning 
their first home opener since 2002. “It feels 
great to start the season off with a win, it 
just shows that all of that work we put in 
paid off,” said senior Ray Rivera. 

GHS met its match on Oct. 3 against 
Muir losing, 18-3. That was the first time 
GHS had held Muir’s offense below 20 
points since 1991. Despite the loss the pre-
vious week, the Nitros played hard against 
Arcadia last Friday, but came up short due 
to missed opportunities losing the game, 
22-6.

Despite the last two losses what we are 
witnessing is a much improved and much 
more confident Glendale Nitros football 
team. “This is what we have been working 
for, this is the direction we want Glendale 
football to be headed,” said senior captain 
Jano Khajarian. 

This was Glendale football at its finest 
in years. This is the team Glendale High 
can finally get excited about.

“We’re finally getting that swagger 
back. The guys are coming out and work-
ing hard; we’re finally having fun,” said 
senior Spencer Gilmartin. The team looks 

rejuvenated and looks to keep taking it one 
week at a time. 

“It’s important we don’t look past any 
one opponent. We don’t want to trip up 
somewhere down the stretch,” said senior 
Jordan Bradshaw.

With much anticipated match- ups still 
left on the schedule, it will be interesting 
to see how the Nitros do down the stretch. 
Tomorrow night is going to prove to be a 
pivotal battle with rival CV here at Moyse 
Stadium at 7 p.m.

The Nitro players look forward to a 
great season and are shooting for their first 
CIF appearance since 2003. “I think it’s a 
realistic goal, I feel with the talent we have 
we can accomplish that,” said senior Joey 
Miranda.

     GOOD TIMES: Nitros win first three games for the first time since 1992, play at home tomorrow against CV.

     KILL: Girls’ come back to beat Hoover in 4 games.

Nitros serve up success



Today, the Glendale High School var-

sity water polo team, undefeated in league 

play, plays host to Burbank High. The Ni-

tros have gotten off to a fast start in league, 

after beating Arcadia 21-10, and Pasadena 

20-6. 

Burbank beat GHS last year but lost 

most of their top players to graduation.  

This would mean that the Nitros should be 

favored in today’s 3:15 game. 

This season got off to a slow start in 

September when they won just one game 

in the tournament at San Marino High 

School. 

After losing to Notre Dame 21-14, 

they bounced back to a 17-7 win against 

Mark Keppel. Soon after, the Dynamiters 

were beaten by Downey 16-15 and Fuller-

ton, 20-15. Keppel resulted in a victory 17-

7. GHS plays a difficult pre-season sched-

ule and traveled to Whittier, where they 

lost 19-6, and Cerritos, where they were 

beaten 21-8. 

The game on September 25 against 

San Marino High School resulted in a 

Glendale win. They won in overtime 8-7 

and the boys were in high spirits about the 

victory. 

The boys traveled to face third ranked 

Pasadena Poly last Saturday afternoon and 

lost 12-7.  The top scorer for GHS has been 

sophomore Gor Asryan, who is averaging 

about five goals per game. In the October 9 
match against Arcadia High School, Asry-

an scored seven times in the Nitros’ 21-10 

win and eight times against Pasadena. 

For much of the season, the team has 

not been playing with all its players, main-

ly due to the team dealing with disciplinary 

issues. 

Important games in the future for GHS 
are Crescenta Valley next Tuesday at GHS 

and Hoover at Hoover on Oct. 25. GHS is 
led by Asryan, co-captains Vahe Karim-

ian and Thomas Sarkisian and coached by 

Bobby Zirovich.

SPORTSSPORTS88
Cross country runs wildPolo plays Burbank today

Boys and girls cross country have 

another hard-working year ahead of them 

with an extremely competitive boys divi-

sion, along with amazing talents. As for the 

girls division, they have new runners with 

new times to be set. Both divisions miss 

last year’s seniors, but have new great run-

ners to lead them to victory.

With the help of their coach Bob Bai-

ley, who has been with his runners since 

their start, improvements will be made, and 

new records will be set.

This year’s returning runners are Fran-

ces Pasamba, Arielle Cubero (from the 

girls division), Nick Wagner, and David 

Hernandez (from the boys division) have 

already started this year out successfully 

and continue to do so with their 5-15 mile 

workouts each day. 

They train in the blistering hot sun 

with only their love for their sport and the 

strategy that goes into it. They challenge 

themselves each day to go further than they 

can with “will power and discipline” that 

they have been taught. 

Although the boys have been placed in 

5th and girls in 6th at their last meet, they 

force themselves to push each other and try 

their best. 

This is only the beginning of the year 

and so far cross country has only had one 

official meet and three invitationals to pre-

pare themselves. This takes a lot of endur-

ance and dedication and there are no ques-

tions about our cross country teams having 

it.  

Glendale High cross country teams 

will again be in action today as they travel 

to compete in the Pacific League Meet #2 
at Griffith Park. The first race is at 3 p.m. 
and varsity runs at 4 p.m.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
SHARPSHOOTER: Vahe Karimian looks for a shot against Cerritos.

     SPLASHIN’: Water polo stays unbeaten in league 

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
RUN: Captain Nick Wagner is the 
front man for the Nitros.  

     DEDICATION: Cross country took a lot of dedication 
and endurance to prepare themselves for the event.
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STRIDE: Frances Pasamba competes in Pacific League Meet #1 at CV 
Park.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
POWER: Gor Asryan, a sophomore, tries to score against Cerritos.

BY EVE EBRANIMIAN

Staff Reporter
BY BRIANNE MCEVOY

Staff Reporter


