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99-year tradition 
lives on at GHS  

EXPLOSION

BY BRITTANY CARRANZA &
BLYTHE VALENCIA 
Staff Reporters

     ORATORICAL: Juniors win two in a suspenseful, 
heart-wrenching competition with everyone on the edge.

The 99th Annual Oratorical was 
held on March 6. It is the oldest and lon-
gest standing tradition at Glendale High 
School. It began on April 28, 1910 and the 
tableau portion of the event started in 1923. 
Several judges said this was by far the best 
Oratorical they had seen in a long time.

Seniors, juniors, and sophomores have 
the privilege of saying they won a catego-
ry in Oratorical. The senior class won for 
most spirited, juniors won both tableau and 
discipline, and the sophomore class won 
for best speech.  

Throughout the competition, students 
weren’t allowed to cough, talk, or make 
any sudden moves; otherwise points would 
be deducted. Also, each class had to sit, 
stand, and cheer in unison, while sporting 
white button down shirts and black pants.

This year’s theme was “Technology: A 
Double Edged Sword.”

Senior speaker Jon Harrison delivered 
his speech entitled “Technology: Upgrade 
or Downgrade” followed by the senior tab-
leau of a student bursting out of an iPhone 
with other people lounging around on a 

bed listening to music and laptops, while 
others were on their cell phones.

“It was worrisome being sick an entire 
week prior to Oratorical, but with the help 
of Mrs. Ciotti I was able to go out there 
and do my best. Unfortunately, the sopho-
mores had the better speaker and I can only 
congratulate them on their win,” said Har-
rison.

Junior speaker Robert Manukian’s 
speech was called “The Accessible Evils.” 
The junior’s winning tableau featured a boy 
sitting in front of a TV playing video games 
with tangled up cords everywhere. In the 
background were a few students dressed as 
army men. One soldier was wounded and 
slung over another soldier’s shoulder being 
carried away from the battle scene.

The winning speech, delivered by 
sophomore Christine Garibian, was entitled 
“The Cure or the Cancer.” Sophomore tab-
leau was a giant white awareness ribbon.

The freshman speech was entitled 
“Are We the Puppets or the Puppeteer,” de-
livered by Deanne Elliot. The tableau was 
an iPod, a TV and cell phone controlling 
people below them with puppet strings.

Despite the juniors beating the seniors, 
many seniors feel that “Spirit is what mat-
ters most,” said senior George Hakopiants.

Photos Courtesy of Stylus
SPIRIT: (Top) Classes wait anxiously to be seated. (Left) Senior class 
members celebrate after winning spirit. (Right) Sophomore speaker 
Christine Garibian gives her award-winning speech on technology.

Attarian, LaPolt named 
National Merit finalists
     HONOR: Seniors Shaunt Attarian and Claire LaPolt 
both win the prestigious National Merit Scholar Award.

Seniors Shaunt Attarian and Claire 
LaPolt were award-
ed the National 
Merit Scholar 
Award. This presti-
gious award recog-
nizes their achieve-
ments on the SAT 
and PSAT tests. It 
is awarded to the 
top 16,000 scor-
ers of the over 1.4 
million students 
who took the PSAT 
their junior year.

The process 
was long and ardu-
ous for these two high-scorers. They first 
had to receive above a 200 (out of a pos-

BY THOMAS HARRISON
Staff Reporter

sible 240) on the PSAT in their junior 
year to be included in the consideration 
round of the award. To advance to the 
next stage, the semifinal stage, their score 

had to be above 217. 
After that, they had 
to score well on the 
SAT and fill out an 
application almost 
as long as many col-
lege applications.

Their work, 
however, did not 
come without a re-
ward. The National 
Merit Scholarship 
provides 8,200 of 
the finalists with 
$2,500 towards their 
college education, a 

valuable prize with the ever increasing 
price of college. 

The Glendale High Co-ed dance team 
received a first place trophy at the United 
Spirit Association national dance and drill 
competition in Anaheim, California on 
March 8. 

First place in Co-ed Dance is a title 
that a Glendale High School squad has 
held for 10 consecutive years, which is 
the longest streak for holding a title in the 
United Spirit Association. Their routine 
was filled with several different dance 
styles, including tango, mambo, jive, and 
rumba. GHS’s Varsity Small Military re-
ceived first place in championship divi-
sion, a title which they gained back after 
three years. In addition, the JV team won 
first place in open Medium Military, a title 
won for the very first time with JV Large 
Military last year, an achievement which 
extended onto this year. 

The complete dance and drill team 
contains 80 hard-working members and 

more than a dozen competition squads, 
one of which is the 30-member co-ed 
squad.

The Dance/Drill team also won sec-
ond place in the all-male division, third 
place in the championship Large Military 
division, fourth place in the Open Small 
Military division, and fifth place in the 
championship medium military division. 

However, the dance team is not slack-
ing off after its’ big wins last month. The 
team continues to practice devotedly for 
several hours every day, the same as they 
always have. Winning several trophies 
and titles has clearly not gone to the danc-
ers’ heads. Sophomore Amberly Simpson 
said, “There is not a single person on our 
team that I believe doesn’t possess the 
drive to work towards that goal and there 
isn’t a single person that doesn’t want to 
keep the legacy alive. This title doesn’t 
just belong to us because we’ve won it for 
so many years.” The team is coached by 
Kelly Palmer and led by head captain An-
drea Cistulli, a four-year team member.

Drill wins 10th national title
     DYNASTY: Dance/Drill Co-ed Team defends their 
title and wins 10th consecutive award at USA nationals. 

BY TINA PETROSIAN 
Assistant Sports Editor

EXPLOSION

ASB ELECTION RESULTS
Congratulations to the ASB election winners for the 2008-2009 year.

President - Carin Kellzi
Vice President - Eun Sun Cho

Secretary - Lena Nersesian
Director of Finance - Taron Sargsyan
Director of Activities - Nicole Astorian

Director of Publicity - Andrea Viau
Director of Academics - Trish Ann Nubla

Director of Clubs and Inter-School Relations - Alena Bilemjian
Director of Rallies/Assemblies - Mary Cagulada

  Photo Courtesy of Stylus
SCHOLARS: Shaunt Attarian 
and Claire LaPolt show smarts.
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Fashionistas on parade

The first annual Fash-

ion Show was held in the 

Glendale High School 

Auditorium on Feb 27, 
and displayed all of fash-

ion club’s hard work and 
success. 

At the beginning of 
the evening, fashion club 
President Ani Vardanyan 

and Vice President Nata-

lie Bardawil took on the 
stage welcoming their 
guests with their opening 
speeches. 

The show began with 
lights dimming just as a 
slideshow presentation 

of couture fashion hit the 
screen on stage. 

Both male and fe-

male models began to 
hit the stage dressed in 

cocktail attires. Fifty-two 
Glendale High students 
volunteered to hit the 
runway that evening.

Special guests, se-

niors Robert Berberian 
and Waren Vaughn took 
on the lead by perform-

ing a song while the 

models sported jeans and 
dazzling swim wear spe-

cially made for the fash-

ion show. 
Belly dancers  put 

on a separate show for 

the audience by moving 

their hips to the Arabian 
beats. after the first inter-
mission. 

The show came to an 
end around 9 p.m. when 
Valandyan surprised ev-

eryone by announcing 
that Bardawil was her co-

president that evening.  
Following this, Valadyan 

and Bardawil were both 
very happy about how the 
entire show took place.

Valandyan and 

Bardawil were proud of 
how well the Fashion 

Show turned out, and 
could not stop smiling. 
“We’re really proud of all 
the models and how all of 
the events were tied up. 
We’re so happy that our 
guests had a great time, 
and enjoyed the various 
events that went on dur-
ing our successful night 
for the Fashion Show,” 

they said. Both put a lot 
of hard work in making 
the night memorable and 
entertaining for all who 

were in attendance.  
They both cannot 

wait to hold many more 
fashion shows in their 

remaining years at GHS 
and only wish that each 

one will be as great as the 
next. 

     WORK IT: Fashion Club successfully hosts first 

ever runway show in the Glendale High auditorium. 

BY HELYA HAJIANPOR 
SARINE KARADOLIAN 
Staff Reporters

Photo by Kyle Nessen 
FIERCE: Knarik Mesropyan stops 

for the audience and strikes a pose 

at the first annual Fashion Show.

Think Blue 
Dynamiters

Glendale High’s second annual Think 
Blue concert, sponsored by Unicef, will 
take place in the main quad starting at 2 
p.m. and running until 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 5.

Ticket prices are expected to be $5 
with ASB and $6 without. The tickets will 
be available to purchase at the main en-

trance.  
About 230 tickets have already been 

sold and it is expected that up to 700 will 
attend, hoping to exceed last year’s total of 
500 attendees. 

The concert, which features a variety 
of musical artists, is mainly sponsored by 
the Friends Across Borders and put togeth-

er by their advisor, Ms. Sarah Morrison, 
club presidents, seniors Elaine Panlaqui, 
Viannca Montesino, Kelly Velasquez and 
Diana Perez.

“The goal of Think Blue is to basi-
cally raise awareness of what is happening 

to children around the world. We want to 
show that ordinary people can make a dif-
ference, we all want to help those who are 

in dire need,” said Panlaqui.                         
Participating GHS clubs will be fund-

raising that day as well.  The highlight of 
the day will be the many talented Glendale 
High students who will be performing for the 
concert. Some of last year’s talents included 
Emily Argueta and Robert Berberian, who 
hopefully may perform this year as well.   

     CHARITY: GHS club 

hosts awareness concert.

BY MADELYN OVSEPYAN
Staff Reporter

Photo by Kyle Nessen  
POSE: Senior Sarah 

Villalobos works the 

catwalk with intensity. 

NEWS
IN BRIEF

*Winter Formal was held off cam-

pus at The Brandview Collection in 
downtown Glendale on Feb. 23. 

*California State Assemblyman Paul 
Krekorian will hold the 1st annual 
FILMFEST  43 on May 16 at the 
Alex Theatre. High school students 
who live within the 43rd District or 
attend one of the district’s public or 
private schools are invited to submit 
their films for consideration. This 
year’s FILMFEST 43 submission 
deadline is Friday, April 18. For ad-

ditional information and an applica-

tion please contact Assemblymember 
Krekorian’s District Service Office at 
(818) 240-6330.

*The GHS Harlequins will be per-
forming a modern play entitled Ly-

sestrata on April 9-11. 

Unconcert is keeping 
time with speed of sound 

BY MIRANDA MORGAN
Assistant Viewpoint Editor

Students and parents made their way 
over to the Glendale High auditorium on 
Feb. 21 and 22 to attend Unconcert: You 
Can’t Stop the Beat. Tickets sold for $8 
with ASB card and $10 without. 

The concert proved to be a huge suc-

cess, making huge profits for choir.
“You guys made me jump and dance 

out of my seat!” said sophomore Erika Der 
Sarkissian. 

The crowd was enthusiastic and sup-

portive of the choir’s hard work which in-

cluded practicing every weekend in Febru-

ary. 
A Cappella Choir sung and danced to 

five group numbers, while each was fol-
lowed by two solos. Group numbers in-

cluded, “Accidentally in Love,” from the 
movie “Shrek,” “September” by Earth, 
Wind, and Fire, and a mix of songs by 
Queen. 

Concert Glee also participated in the 
show for the first time in the history of 
Unconcert, singing along with A Cappella 
Choir in “Do You Love Me?” and “Califor-

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
SUSPENDERS: A Cappella Choir tenors slip and slide to the beat in the 

all male number performed to the Four Seasons’ song “Sherry.” 

nia Dreamin’.”
Most of the songs inspired different 

costumes, including a “1970’s” look for 
“September” and a “1950’s” look for “Ac-

cidentaly in Love.” 

“I wanted to get on stage and dance 

with them, they looked like you were hav-

ing so much fun!” said former A Cappella 
member and Glendale High School student 
Alex Nagy.

     GROOVE: Annual choir pops concert, themed ‘You 

Can’t Stop the Beat,’ was held Feb. 21-22 in auditorium.

GHS comes in 2nd
    BUZZ IN: GHS loses by five points in 

a nail biter to crosstown rival, Hoover. 

BY JENNA HIRSCH
Co-Editor of News 

Glendale High placed second in the 

Scholastic Bowl, an annual trivia quiz show 
competition among GUSD high schools, 
which took place on March 17, from 7-9 
p.m. in the GHS auditorium. Clark Mag-

net, Crescenta Valley, and Hoover highs, 
also participated. GHS had seniors Natasha 
Aftandilians and Natalie Buickians, juniors 
Carin Kellzi and Kris Koffman, and sopho-

more David Vartanyan. Glendale put up a 
valiant effort as they were leading during 
most of the competition and were edged 
out by Hoover towards the end by just five 
points. 

Glendale won first place in the essay 
portion, which put them in the lead from 

the start. 
The team gath-

ered after school and 

was given one hour 
to write an essay 

answering a prompt 
concerning issues in 
the U.S., such as il-
legal immigration, 
abortion, and global 
warming issues. 

The first part of the competition 
consisted of an open question round 
where each school was given a time lim-

it to respond to a question. For most of 
this portion of this event, Glendale was 

ahead of the other schools, but Hoover 
trailed close behind. Every correct an-

swer was worth two points and every 

wrong answer had a point deducted. 
In the last part of the competition 

only one student from each school was 
allowed to answer a question with-

out discussing with their teammates. 
Hoover finished first, followed by GHS, 
CV and Clark.

 

Photo by Tania Endjilian
BRAINS: Glendale’s scholastic bowl team shows 

it’s first place trophy in the essay writing portion. 
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VIEWPOINTVIEWPOINT
GCC wants you...we want you more

         STAFF EDITORIAL

Many students enter high school with 
the idea that they can do whatever they 
want and start all over again at Glendale 
Community College. Some students don’t 
try to get into a four-year university. In-
stead, they waste four years of their lives 
assuming they can easily attend GCC and 
transfer in just two simple years. These stu-
dents should think again.

We all know the positive aspects of at-
tending GCC. You can apply for the Schol-
ars Program, have smaller classrooms un-
like most four year universities, become 
accustomed to college life, save money, 
and most importantly, stay closer to home. 
Most students just look at these advantages 

and are easily persuaded to take the “easy 
road” to success.  

Yes, GCC is a great option, but why 
not try to go straight to a four-year univer-
sity right after high school? GCC is ranked 
#11 in the state of California for transfer-
ring students to UC and CSU campuses. 
25% of GCC students manage to transfer.  
Are you willing to take that chance? 
      Four year universities offer many great 
opportunities. Among other advantages, in 
universities, many undergraduate students 
are given the opportunity to do research, 
which is highly recommended for graduate 
schools. 

Also, you have the opportunity to get to 

know more teachers and get letters of rec-
ommendations for graduate schools, jobs, 
etc. On the contrary, if you go to a com-
munity college, you complete your general 
education and start at a new school all over 
again. Why not try hard in high school and 
try to get into a four-year university instead 
of wasting four years of your life and trans-
ferring to GCC to start again?

GCC is a great choice for those who 
don’t get into a four-year university right 
out of high school. They should definitely 
take advantage of all the opportunities that 
GCC offers. But for students who are here 
to mess around expecting to transfer with 
ease from GCC, think again.  

Christina Der Sarkissian is the 
Editor-in-Chief of the Explosion.
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    Who was Pat Navolanic? And why 
do we hold him in such high esteem?  
The perfect student, star athlete, and 
full of charisma, Pat demonstrated 
admirable qualities that all students 
strive for.  
    After graduating from GHS in 
1963, Pat went on to Stanford Uni-
versity, and during his sophomore 
year, he tragically died.  His indelible 
legacy on Glendale High has inspired 
many.  In his honor, the prestigious 
Pat Navolanic Memorial Award was 
established and is awarded to the one 
student who displays similar charac-
teristics to Pat.  
    Each year, seniors decide they are 
appropriate candidates for the award.  
And each year, the representatives of 
every club, organization, and sport 
on campus meet to vote for a winner 
on Selection Saturday in April.
    This process, as anyone whose 
been apart of it knows, is perhaps one 
of the most wrenching and teeth-
clinching experiences ever.  
    Yes, it is true that this year, there 
have been several changes to the sys-
tem.  However, these minor changes 
were to ensure fairness.  Those dedi-
cated to the betterment of the award 
have given countless hours improv-
ing the process.  And why? Because 
an honor of such prestige deserves it.
    It is merely not enough to fill 
out an application with many hours 
of community service and pages 
of campus activities.  There has to 
be passion.  The desire to succeed 
comes from one’s character, the 
intangible factor that embodies the 
spirit of Pat.
    Some run for the fame and others 
for the fortune. But above all, PNMA 
is about the legacy.  It is awarded to 
the student who has left the biggest 
mark on campus.  The Pat Navolanic 
Memorial Award should go to the 
one who has passionately contributed 
much to GHS.  PNMA goes to the 
athlete who has worn the Nitro jersey 
with pride.  It goes to the student who 
excelled in the classroom and whom 
the school will miss and remember.  
PNMA is about passion and persis-
tence, character and integrity.
     This year’s semi-finalists, Shaunt 
Attarian, Amy Bishop, Jon Harrison, 
Henrietta Movsessian, Gervea Or-
nopia, and Kristen Ward, have truly 
excelled in high school, and done so 
gracefully. The winner will be chosen 
on April 5.  I wish them all the best 
of luck.

Who’s Pat?
You Tell Me...
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FEATURESFEATURES
Coming to America

 KONICHIWA: Japanese foreign exchange students 
enjoy their three-week stay in Southern California.

BY PATEEL KRIKORIAN

Features Editor

The Japanese foreign exchange stu-
dents Rie Kiuchi, Nao Kotani, Maho 
Motezawa, Shoko Shinjo, Chieko Someka-
wa, and Chiharu Uehara  and their teacher, 
Minaru Tanaka, began their stay in Ameri-
can on March 10. 

 The six Japanese students reside in 
East Osaka and attend Nisshin High School. 
In order to be accepted into the program, 
the students were required to take an exam 
and write an essay. These selected students 
came to America in hopes of increasing 
their knowledge of the English language 
and to sharpen their communication skills.

All students were given the opportuni-
ty to attend GHS classrooms. Each student 
was given a different schedule and a shared 
period where they were able to practice and 
improve their English with GHS students 
and teachers. 

Besides attending school, the Japanese 

foreign exchange students were also hav-
ing their fair share of fun. They had visited 
Pasadena, Hollywood, Santa Monica and 
Disneyland as well as spending countless 
hours bonding with their hosts and other 
students at sleepovers and other get-to-
gethers.  

The American culture has been a shock 
to the students because of some differenc-
es. In Nisshin, the students are expected to 
clean their classrooms because their teach-
ers rotate from class to class rather than the 
students. “Everything is so big,” said Nao 
referring to the huge food portions. Be-
sides the food, our school campus is much 
larger than that of Nisshin which only has 
900 students. 

Although public displays of affection 
are not allowed in Japan, the exchange stu-
dents are quite amazed by the friendliness 
of the students and are quite fond of hug-
ging. 

Although their trip comes to an end to-
day, they have made life-long friends. 

Photo by Pateel Krikorian
NEW FRIENDS: The six Japanese exchange students pose with their 
Glendale High School student hosts. Their trip to America lasted three 
weeks and ended this morning when they boarded a plane for Osaka. 
(Front left to right) Janice Boonkrong, Miranda Henry, Amanda Potcha-
natayparuk, Kenneth Tran, and Erin Taketomo. (Back left to right) Maho 
Motozawa, Rie Kiuchi, Shoko Shinjo, Chiharu Uehara, Nao Kotani, and 
Chieko Somekawa. 

Photo by Pateel Krikorian
PRIDE: Chieko Somekawa, Chiharu Uehara, Shoko Shinjo, Rie Kiuchi, Maho Motezawa, and Nao Kotani wear their traditional Kimonos to school.

Name: Shoko Shinjo
Date of Birth: July 23, 1990
Host: Amanda Potchanatayparuk
Hobbies: Shopping, sleeping, eating
You should come to Japan because: 

“There is a lot of historical places.”

Name: Chieko Somekawa
Date of Birth: January 26, 1991
Host: Erin Taketomo
Hobbies: Table tennis, karaoke, listening to music
You should come to Japan because: 

“There are a lot of fun places to see.”

Name: Chiharu Uehara
Date of Birth: June 4, 1990
Host: Kenneth Tran 
Hobbies: Shopping, playing sports, dancing
You should come to Japan because: 

“The food is delicious.”

Name: Nao Kotani 
Date of Birth: November 18, 1990
Host: Erin Taketomo 
Hobbies: Listening to music, reading books
You should come to Japan because: 

“There are cool guys and music groups.”

Name: Rie Kiuchi 
Date of Birth: September 8, 1990
Host: Janice Boonkrong 
Hobbies: Hanging out with friends
You should come to Japan because: 

“The country and people are very interesting.”

Name: Maho Motozawa
Date of Birth: November 5, 1990
Host: Miranda Henry 
Hobbies: Watching movies, listening to music
What do you like about Glendale/America?:

“The whole country is united.”

Meet the Girls
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ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT
‘A poet paints 
a masterpiece’
BY PATEEL KRIKORIAN

Features Editor

Here’s a challenge for you: give the 
average high school student a microphone, 
a bedroom studio, a pen and paper and a 
week to come up with something. What do 
you think will come out of it: a meaning-
less pop song touching on the same old 
stories, or a collection of diligently worded 
rhymes addressing society’s woes?

 One student has already taken the 
challenge and has proved himself through 
his words time and time again. With his 
microphone as a pulpit, Robert Berberian, 
known to his fans as Koncept, has written 
and produced lyrics touching on the no-
tions of life and the occasional ridiculing 
of conventional rap society.

Robert refers to his passionate atti-
tudes towards philosophy as his motivation 
to write such powerful words: “I’m a deep 
believer of philosophy; therefore, I like 
everything that’s related to philosophical 
points of view and social behavior,” said 
Berberian. 

As heard through his lyrical talent, 
Koncept has cultivated a MySpace fol-
lowing with fans from across the nation 
stretching as far as Florida. But the 18 year-
old rapper doesn’t just get his muse from 
philosophy alone- Koncept says that he is 
often inspired by the likes of Nas, Eminem, 

Photos by George Hakopiants

MUZIK: (Left) Koncept poses for a photo shoot to feature on his website. 

(Right) Berberian performs “The Reason Why” at the 2007 Round Up.

Talib Kweli, Common, The Roots, Lupe 
Fiasco, Rakim, Mos Def, Chino XL, R-
Mean, Chamillionaire, Tupac, Jin the MC 
and Lil Wayne. 

“I’m real humble with my music and 
most importantly, I try to remain true to 
myself. I tend to write my lyrics in a point 
of view in which everyone will ‘feel’ it, 
and can relate to it,” Berberian said.

Judging from the public’s feedback, 
Koncept has been successful in produc-
ing heartfelt songs that many can relate to. 
Koncept usually draws large crowds and 
never fails to deliver when it comes to his 
performances. He has performed at many 
Glendale High School events, such as Va-
riety Show, this year’s fashion show, and 
the “Across the Universe” dance concert. 
His next appearance is scheduled to be at 
the Think Blue concert on April 5.

In addition to writing his own lyrics, 
Koncept also produces his own beats and 
rhythms through music making software 
found on his computer. With the click of 
a mouse, Robert’s beats have accumulat-
ed through the years, each with a unique 
style that could have only been produced 
by somebody with a keen understanding 
of technology. With a file filled with spare 
tempos, Koncept has managed to touch on 
both the lyrical aspect of music and the 
technical. “I love working with comput-
ers, I guess you can call me a computer 
geek,” he said. 

One would assume that with such 
talent and skill, Koncept would want to 
become a household name a decade or so  
but the rapper/student likes to keep him-
self grounded. “Personally, I take it day 
by day. I have yet to decide if I want to 
pursue a future in music, so it’s more of a 
hobby for now,” he said. A solid education 
is a more important matter for Robert. A 
career in computer networking seems to 
be the ideal road for Berberian.

 Should he decide to go into the mu-
sic industry as a professional, Robert has 
already gathered a loyal fan base here at 
Glendale High School – some of whom 

have gone out of their way to promote him 
through photo shoots, on-page links, and 
CD-distribution, even a MySpace page, 
www.myspace.com/konceptmuzik. 

As for his parents- “My parents aren’t 
stringent about my future goals. They are 
confident about the fact that I know where 
I want to stand in the future and what I 
plan to do with my life. In other words, 
they are extremely supportive,” said Ber-
berian. 

Wherever the future guides Robert, 
one thing is certain – the past few years 
have helped develop the concept of Kon-
cept in the hearts and minds of many.

    KONCEPT: Robert Berberian uses his artistic skills to 

create music that touches the hearts of GHS students.
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Swim plans to make top three
     BEEP: The Nitro swim teams wait for the signal to start a winning streak.

With enthusiasm and high hopes for success, the 
Glendale High swim teams are showcasing their talents in 
the water this season. Both the girls’ and the boys’ teams 
are off to a fast start, beating Flintridge Prep last week.

The girls’ swim team is showing a lot of potential. 
They are focused on finishing in the top three of league 
this  season.

The top Glendale High returnees are Katalina Sher 
and co-captain Casey Sripramong. “Katalina has a chance 
to be All-American. She is a star,” said coach Pat Lan-
caster. “Casey is a tenacious competitor.”

Sher, Sripramong, Shaggy Abolian and Jade Wilia 
make up Glendale High’s 200-yard freestyle relay team. 
This relay team had set a school record of 1:43:50 taking 
12th place at CIF last year and they are among the favor-
ites to repeat as Pacific League champions this year. 

Other returnees are seniors Jackie Bettelli, Jenny 
Gonzalez, co-captain Adele Ghssoub, Noor Ghssoub and 
junior Jenny Lee.

“These girls make up a strong nucleus for us and they 
are very determined,” said Lancaster. “They got a taste of 
winning last season and liked it.” So far they have beaten 
Flintridge prep and Maranatha and lost to Mayfield and 
Crescenta Valley. The swim at Pasadena today at 3:15.

The boys’ swimming team had an overall record of 
4-4 and a league record of 3-3, making them fourth in the 
league last year. The top returnees for the boys are seniors 

Kyle Ferguson, Matt Hovsepian, Nick Lim and junior 
Vahe Karimian.

“The boys’ team is in rebuilding mode. We have 45 
boys out for the team, so the numbers are up. I have a good 
feeling about this group. They are eager to improve,” said 
Lancaster.

The boys started the season off with wins against 
Flintridge Prep and Maranatha but were beaten by Cres-
centa Valley last week. The next meet for the boys is today 
at Pasadena High at 3:15.

ENDURANCE: Senior Nick Lim swims hard to 

complete the race and secure the Nitros a win.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Golf hits ball 
at full swing
     ACTION: Nitros practice hard 

to make up for lack of interest.

BY TINA PETROSIAN

Assisstant Sports Editor

The Nitro golf team is back for another excit-
ing season. The team is led by co-captains junior 
Tammy Panich and senior Michael Reyes. The Ni-
tros’ biggest strength throughout this season is that 
all of the members are experienced golfers who are 
returning to the team, with the exception of one new 
freshman. 

The major players to look out for are Panich, 
Reyes, and Clark student Matt Zuri. Their experi-
ence and passion for the game makes the golf match-
es riveting and fun to watch.  

Some of this season’s most exciting matches 
are going to be against the long-time golf rivals CV 
High and Arcadia High. 

In his third year of coaching, coach Anthony 
Mohr, who is also a Special Education teacher at 
Glendale High School, is looking forward to seeing 
the results of all the hard work the golf team has put 
in. 

Although the golf team at Glendale High is rela-
tively smaller than most of the other teams on cam-
pus, they have been known to turn out great play-
ers. In fact, the golf team has a legacy that can’t be 
rivaled by most sports on campus – they were the 
dominating champions of the sport more than half 
a century ago. 

Golf has a long history at GHS. As can be seen 
on the banners hanging in the South Gym, the Nitro 
golf team won first place in league in 1936, 1937, 
1965, 1966, 1969, 1973, and 1974. Clearly, this is a 
team with a lot of heart and history. Talent and expe-
rience is the very heart of the Nitro golf team.

However, the golf team is suffering from losing 
an experienced member because of academic rea-
sons. “I am definitely disappointed by the lack of in-
terest [in golf],” says Coach Mohr. And this is  true: 
many people at Glendale High do not even know 
that we have a golf team. In spite of this, the co-ed 
team continues to practice one to three hours every  
day in order to make up for losing a team member. 

A small team full of heart and dedicated players, 
golf is sure to continue having a successful season. 
Mohr says, “The best part about coaching is being 
part of the activity [golfing] with the kids.” 

With such an enthusiastic and passionate coach, 
it is not hard to understand why the golf team is suc-
ceeding. Their next match is next Monday, March 
31, an away game vs. Oakmont at 12:30 p.m.

Nitro boys volleyball shows improvement

With a whole new team this year, 
the boys’ volleyball team is stepping 
up to their limits and aiming higher 
than all expectations. 

With only two returning players 
leading the team the boys are in for a 
tough season. They do a lot of condi-
tioning after school in the north gym 
for a minimum of three hours a day, 
and are showing a lot of progress. 

 Unfortunately, since one of their 
returning players, Terry Oh, injured 
his knee and won’t be able to play for 
quite some time, the team is left with 

a more challenging season. 
 “I have big expectations for them 

and they’ve demonstrated growth, 
with such a new team they’ve shown 
improvement. I want to see more of 
that. Whether it’s winning or losing, 
what’s important is them doing better 
and better in each game,” said coach 
Mark Bauman. 

With the encouragement of Bau-
man and captain Kristoffer Santiago, 
the team is off to an exciting start. 

Although they started out with a 
challenge and ended up losing when 
they played South Pasadena, the boys 
never lost hope. 

Instead, they were more motivat-
ed to win and showed great improve-

ment in every set, scoring a 25-5, 25-
11, and 25-17. 

As their season sustained, they 
continued to show progress by play-
ing five teams and winning two 
games against Burbank and Miguel 
Contreras. 

 “Our team last year almost made 
the playoffs and I believe that our 
team can make it this year. We always 
give 110% every practice and game,” 
said Santiago. 

The boys’ volleyball team is still 
working on improving themselves. 
They hope for a better and thrilling 
season this year with more room for 
changes as they face more difficulty 
playing a tough league.

     ATTACK: With the encouragement of senior co-captains Kristoffer San-

tiago and Johan Lineses the boys give 110% in every practice and game.

BY CAITLIN MOLENO

Staff Reporter

BY JUSTINE VELASQUEZ

Staff Reporter

Every year, teams enter their 
season fearing that they won’t be as 
good a team before them.  This is not 
the case for the 2008 softball team. 

As the Nitros approach their 
spring season, morale and hope are 
high. The team feels there have been 
a lot of positive changes. This year 
should prove to be better than last, 
regardless of the team’s tragic loss of 
all terrain vehicle rights. 

Fresh coaching for the team 
seems to be a step in the right direc-
tion, with the addition of head coach 
Chrissy Parnik and assistant coaches 
Jenn Gomez and Amanda Benson.  
Players have found that the new 
coaching has united the team. When 

asked about the coaching, second 
basemen Brittany Skoien said, “Not 
only have our coaches really helped 
us to improve our playing abilities, 
but they have been able to really 
relate to us. They’re all young and 
have been playing softball since high 
school just as we are. They know the 
game and they know us.” 

 Overall the team looks better on 
the field and the team itself is much 
closer. “We’re very tight this year,” 
said Sokien, “we all know each other 
pretty well.”  

Though the team lost four start-
ing players last year, they’ve brought 
five new players up from JV and are 
looking as strong as ever. “We’ve got 
some really good new players, we’ve 
definitely had enough time to adapt 
them,” said senior shortstop Amy 

Bishop, a returning all-league player.  
Pitching is looking good as well, 

with starters Courtney Williams, re-
turning from last year, and Angie Me-
jia, coming from JV. Behind the plate 
catching is Angie’s sister, Tatiana 
Mejia. “The two sisters make a good 
team and are definitely something to 
watch for,” Bishop said.

The team is more than ready for 
the season and is looking forward. 
They played their first league game on 
Wednesday against Muir. The team is 
warming up with a few non- league 
games and last week played against a 
team from Nevada.  

Although they are gravely dis-
appointed they can not rake the field 
with their trusted and beloved ATV, 
they are more than ready for this 
year’s season.

Softball prepares to blow all other teams away

BY TAYLOR GILMARTIN

Staff Reporter

     READY TO WIN: Girls are hopeful and anticipate a great season.

STOP: Senior Amy Bishop fields a ground 
ball in a game against Bishop High School.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus



The boys’ varsity tennis team has 

high hopes for the season after strong 

wins against non-league opponents, 

Keppel, Hart and Alhambra, and a 

win against district rival CV. 

Unfortunately, the team lost their 

best player, Hovik Mazmanyan, the 

Pacific League singles champion, to 
graduation. Despite this, junior Suren 

Aydinyan is confident that “Glendale 
is going to be a contender for the 

league championship,” after Glendale 
played a very competitive game with 

league powerhouse Arcadia. 

As for CIF, senior Gerald Young 

thinks “the team has a very good 
chance of making playoffs, if they 

continue playing the way they have 

been.” 

To make it to the CIF playoffs 

Glendale must finish among the top 
three teams in the league. GHS must 
place ahead of Crescenta Valley, Pasa-

dena, Burbank and Hoover, a task that 

seems very doable, since they have 

already beaten CV and Burbank once 

in close matches. 

They play each team in league 

twice.

The team has high hopes for dou-

bles players Nick Daka and Mike As-

torian, both juniors. The boys finished 
second in the Pacific League cham-

pionships last year, and went to CIF. 

They are expected to be among the 

best doubles teams in league again.
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Nitros run home
     SLIDE: Glendale’s baseball 

team tries to score some runs.

Boys’ tennis starts season off victoriously 

     BREAK: Counting on their good beginning, the boys have high hopes of 

making CIF playoffs and becoming league champions, making GHS proud.

BY JAMES HUNTER
Staff Reporter

RECORD BREAKERS

The Nitros fall short of amazing with-

out the 4 by 100 meter relay team. Holding 

the all-time Glendale High Track and Field 
record for the event, the girls continue to 

astound opposing schools with their in-

credible speed.  

Juniors Alin Jabourian and Daniella 

Pollard, along with seniors Jennifer Dowty 

and Rita Assoian, bring to the track their 

individual skills and amalgamate to run the 

exciting opening at almost any meet.

Jabourian, one of the lead sprinters, is 

one of the fastest girls on the team and has 

an electrifying start at the sound of the gun. 

Her incredible speed sets the team at an 

advantage, as she is only .01 second away 

from beating the GHS all-time record and 
becoming the fastest girl in school history.

The second leg is run by Assoian. 

Aside from sprinting, she spends part of 

her time practicing long jump. She has a 

personal record of 18 feet and 4 inches, 

which she jumped at Pacific League pre-

lims last year. Assoian is tough competi-

tion to any opponent both on the track and 

on the field.  
The third leg, Pollard, is also a jumper.  

She trains in the triple and high jumps. Her 

diverse combination of events is a great 

help to the team, as she usually scores in 

all three events.  

The anchor leg is run by Dowty, a 

sprinter well known for her 400 meter rac-

es. With a personal record of 60.0 seconds, 

Dowty is sure to astound any opponent. A 

fourth year varsity runner, Dowty wishes 

to continue getting faster and breaking re-

cords on her way to beating her placement 

of second in league last year. 

Jabourian, Pollard, Assoian, and Dow-

ty are the fastest combination Glendale 
High and most other schools have ever 

seen. Their time of 50.2 seconds is one that 

is hard to come close to, placing them sec-

ond in league last year. In addition to the 

opening event, the quadruplet also runs the 

closing- a daunting 4 X 400 meters relay.  

Their record for this event is a shocking 4 

minutes and 8 seconds. 

The 4 by 1 left Golden Valley High 
School and Burroughs High School in the 

dust on March 6 and March 13, respec-

tively, and beat Muir’s relay March 19. 

Last Saturday, however, senior Samantha 
Bogatz ran the third leg, and the 4 by 1 team 

set a record of 49.97 seconds, breaking the 

previous record by .03 seconds at theSanta 

Barbara Easter Relays.  Bogatz is new to 

the track team, but her raw talent is unbeat-

able. Bogatz’ future looks very promising 

as she continues to strive in reaching new 

marks.

The season is only beginning, and the 

team is excited to see what lies ahead for 

not only these talented girls, but the other 

team members as well.  If they continue 

improving, ahead of them will be CIF, 

Masters and State competitions.

SPEEDSTERS: Jennifer Dowty, Rita Assoian, Alin Jabourian, and Dan-

iella Pollard pose after running yet another exceptional relay race.

Photo by Kyle Nessen

BY ANI KHASHADOORIAN
Staff Reporter 

The Glendale High boys’ baseball team has just 
started their season, and by the looks of it, they’ve 

hit the ground running. 

Coached by Jon Keefer, the team has proved 

that they are a group to be reckoned with. “I am ex-

cited about this season, as we are ready to dominate 

the league,” said varsity co-captain Kyle Norton. 

Standout key players include Hong Ahn, Ian 

Conover, John Evans, Bennett Koss, and Kevin Per-

ez. The Nitros have overcome the loss of star player 

Jesse Meaux, who graduated from Glendale High 
last year. 

Although the team has just started the season, 

expectations are high as the varsity team is full of 

promising young underclassmen players who have 

shown their abilities to be on par with that of the 

upperclassmen.

 This is also Keefer’s second year of coaching 

baseball at GHS – he has been described as a great 
coach who is willing to push his players as far as 

they can go, and then even further. The Nitro base-

ball team is sure to have a successful season this 

year.

“We’re really looking forward to the Hoover 
match, even though we’ve had a short season so far. 

I can honestly say that if we put our minds to it, we 

can play well,” said Norton.

History was made on Wednesday, March 19, when the 

girls’ varsity track and field team went to John Muir High 
in Pasadena and beat the Mustangs for the first time in a 
quarter of a century, 76-46.  

“It was really exciting to be a part of a team that left 
its mark. The girls are working really hard this year and 

it’s paying off,” said senior co-captain Seda Arutunyan. 

On March 6, the girls also beat Golden Valley and Pasa-

dena yesterday.

The Lady Nitros are doing exceptionally well and 
hold great promise for the rest of season. They brought 

home a first place trophy in the Bishop Amat Relays on 
Saturday March 8, competing against 1,200 athletes from 

all over Southern California. Junior sprinter and jumper 

Daniella Pollard won the long jump with a 16 feet 9 inch 

jump and the 4 X 1 team had another success finishing in 
second, putting the other 15 schools to shame. However, 

on March 13, the Nitros had an unfortunate loss to league 

rival Burroughs. 

Senior Percy Goldwire, the second fastest hurdler in 
GHS history, leads the team along with senior Samantha 

Bogatz, who runs the third leg in the 4 X 100 meter relay 

and scores in the 100 and 200 meter races.  

“Next year is going to be tough with the loss of all our 
scoring seniors. We are going to lose a lot of good runners, 

but we’ll cope as always,” said junior co-captain Robert 

Weathers.  

Track quickly speeds through competitions

     HISTORIC: For the first time in over 25 years the Lady Nitros beat Muir. 

BY CHRISTINA DER SARKISSIAN
Editor-in-chief

SAFE: Junior Ian Conover beats the throw 

at first base against the Oaks Christian.

Photo by Kyle Nessen

FOCUS: Michael Astorian 

focuses on a good return.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

LEAP: Junior Randolph Legaspi soars through 

the air in a meet against the Burroughs Indians.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Nitro girls’ sprint relay smashed the school record last year and this season they’re going for more.

Story by Christina Der Sarkissian

Editor-in-chief
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