
Students went back to the Medieval 
times at the annual Medieval Banquet. On 
Dec. 4th, seniors from Cheryl Keast’s and 
Electra Stafford’s English Literature class-
es gathered together for a night of dancing, 
singing, and jousting.

The night’s festivities began with a 
speech from each of the kings and queens 
of the kingdoms of Keastdom and Stafford-
shire. Everyone arrived in the proper attire 
to enjoy the night. 

King Steven Lineses and Queen Luiza 
Barkhutyan were chosen by Mrs. Keast for 
their ability to maintain the highest grades 
in the class, whereas King Jon Harrison 
and Queen Amy Bishop were chosen by 
the students of Mrs. Stafford’s class. 

After the speeches, the GHS Bistro 
members opened bottles of sparkling cider 
as students sampled the beautifully dis-
played cheese and crackers. For the main 
dish, students enjoyed half a Cornish game 
hen, Peas à la Bonne Femme, carrot souf-
flé, as well as rice pilaf with mushroom 
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‘No One’ sparks
a night of variety

INSIDE
GHS Harlequins perform Disney’s 

High School Musical on stage in the 

Glendale Auditorium from Nov. 28-30. 

See ENTERTAINMENT Page 5
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BY HAYDEN SMITH
Staff Reporter

Glendale High School hosted the 8th 
annual Variety Show on Thursday Dec. 6 
and Friday Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. Our award-
winning Dance/Drill Team, along with an 
assortment of students and staff, performed 
29 different acts that wowed the crowd. 

Kicking off the show was the national-
ly ranked Coed Dance team with an open-
ing production number to the Alicia Keys 
song “No One.” Junior Jackie Harms sang 
an A Cappella version of the National An-
them. Next, GHS administrators surprised 
everyone with their cool hip hop dance 
moves. 

High School Musical stars Gervea Or-
nopia and Christine Bautista reprised one 
of the catchy songs form the production,  “I 
Can’t Take My Eyes Off of You,” and as-
sistant principal Dr. Jennifer Earl sang the 
Dixie Chicks song “I Hope,” with a beauti-
ful lyrical style dance behind her. In addi-
tion, seniors Robert Berberian and Missak 
Melkissetian performed an original rap 
song, “The Reason Why.”  

Cheer pumped up the crowd, Drumline 

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
TALENT: Top: Dance/Drill Team shakes their booty with attitude in the 

opening production number. Left: Emily Argueta sings “Infatuation.” 

Right: Senior John McCracken performs a drum solo.

Homecoming at race track
     MISSION POSSIBLE: Nearly 900 Nitros packed the 

mystery themed dance, held at Santa Anita on Nov. 10th.

BY MINEH EBRAHIMIAN
Staff Reporter

The Glendale High School Homecom-
ing dance, which was held at the Santa 
Anita Race Track on Nov. 10th, was exact-
ly what everyone had expected, a night of 
mystery. The dance was held between 7:30 See HOMECOMING/ Page 2

Photo by Kyle Nessen
TASTY: King Jon Harrison devours 

the chicken wing with excitement.

All hail Keastdom, Staffordshire 
     FEAST: English literature classes eat, drink, and make merry in their medieval garb.

BY PATEEL KRIKORIAN
Features Editor

p.m. and 11:30 p.m. and nearly 900 people 
attended. A dance floor, chandeliers, stair-
cases, and tarot card readings: all worked 
together to set the mood for a night of mys-
tery and magic. 

“The night was great; it was the best 

Photo by Kyle Nessen
BANQUET: Royal subjects eagerly await a three course meal consisting 

of half a Cornish game hen, Peas à la Bonne Femme, and Rice Pilaf. 

medley and chives. The students were later 
served rice pudding with whipped cream 
and cookies. 

Entertainers Ashleigh Armstrong and 
Amy Bishop performed a juggling act. 
Charlie O’Dell Smith, Jon Harrison and 
Claire LaPolt sang, and Ricky Rodriguez 
jousted with Kyle Norton.

The students requested teachers and 

administrators such as Cuauhtemoc Avila, 
Holly Ciotti, Janelle Evans, and Amy Mkrt-
chian to come as well. They also danced to 
a medieval melody as Mrs. Stafford and 
Mrs. Keast looked on with pride.

“The banquet was amazing! The food 
was delicious and we had fun dancing. It 
was a great addition to all my high school 
memories,” Madelyn Ovsepyan said.

banged to their own beat, and ASB put on a 
series of skits mimicking some of today’s 
most popular television commercials.

A cappella group JMACKS sang 
“Water Runs Dry” and Harms and Domi-
nique Fuster sang “Kiss Me” and “Trol-
ley Wood.” School psychologist Anahit 
Takhtalian brought her rock band Wednes-
day Rising to the Friday night performance 
and performed two songs. Science teacher 
Les Wigger accompanied himself on guitar 
singing “Greenfields.” Other performers 

included Neli Petrosyan, Natalie Moura-
bian, Waren Vaughn, Andrew Chinchilla, 
Midori Fabricante and Joyce Librando.

Emily Argueta, Fabricante and Bau-
tista closed the show with Mariah Carey’s 
“All I Want for Christmas Is You.” 

“GHS has a lot of talent and we need 
more shows like the Variety Show to ad-
vertise that. There was a good variety of 
acts and the fact that there were singers, 
dancers, and rappers made it a hit,” Justin 
Hemaidan, senior and founding member of 
JMACKS, said. 

Around 800 people showed up on 
opening night and over 1,000 the follow-
ing night. 

     HOLIDAY SPIRIT: All campus talent show draws 

huge crowds; 29 acts thrill in spectacular showcase. 

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
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NEWS
IN BRIEF

* Winter Break is running from Dec. 17 to Jan. 1. School will resume on Jan. 2

* In honor of World AIDS Day, the Gay Straight Alliance planted a tree in the Se-
nior Glen on Nov. 30.
 
* It is that time again for seniors to purchase their class rings, and caps and gowns 
in preparation for graduation. 

* Pasadena Rose Parade will be held on Jan. 1 at 8 a.m. and students have been 
given the opportunity to help decorate the city of Glendale float.

*At lunch on Tuesday, Link Crew hosted an ice cream sundae competition for 
freshmen. The ice cream was provided by Baskin-Robbins.

*Seniors and juniors will be going on the annual skiing/snowboarding trip to Snow 
Valley in January.

*Congratulations to Shant Alvandyan and Seline Shirvanian for winning 1st and 
2nd place in the CASPS Armenian/American Art Contest.

Instrumental, choir 
unleash new twist

It’s that time of the year again—
Christmas lights, crowded shopping 
malls, and the annual Winter Concert. But 
there’s a twist: this year vocal music and 
instrumental music held separate concerts, 
something that has not been done in quite 
a while.

The reason for the change was very 
simple.  According to choir director, Grace 
Sheldon-Williams, she did not want stu-
dents to miss out on the concert because 
they are leaving town for the holiday.  

“I wanted everyone to be able to par-
ticipate because it is an enjoyable experi-
ence,” Sheldon-Williams said. 

“We’re just going to have to see how 
it’s going to turn out,” band director, Amy 
Rangel, said pre-concert. “The biggest dif-
ference will be the length—each concert 
will be shorter, a plus for some people. On 
the other hand, each concert will probably 
get a smaller audience, so the auditorium 
will feel emptier.” 

If either the instrumental or the vocal 
music departments were not used to the 
change, it did not show. Both put on very 
successful concerts, attracting much cheer 
and applause from the audience. The band 
played some traditional holiday carols, in-
cluding “Sleigh Ride,” and “Good King 
Wenceslas,” along with some non-holiday 
arrangements. Choir performed holiday 
carols as well, including their rendition of 
“Carol of the Bells,” along with “S’vivon,” 

“Three Ships,” “White Christmas,” and a 
few movements from composer Pergolesi. 

Although some might miss the com-
bination of Vocal and Instrumental music’s 
annual winter concerts, many of the stu-
dents from the two groups see it as a wel-
come change. 

“I’m glad that they’re separate this 
year,” Justin Frazier, a senior member of 
Symphonic Orchestra, said. “Before, it was 
too long and many of the students would 
get bored.” 

Senior Justin Hemaiden, A Cappella 
vice president, is happy for the change as 
well. “Now, both choir and band can show-
case their talents separately. I’m really glad 
that choir has more time to shine,” he said.

BY RITA KOKSHANIAN & 
MIRANDA MORGAN
Staff Reporters

     MUSIC: Annual Winter Concert welcomes a change.

Photo by Kyle Nessen
BELLS: Students perform holiday 

songs with a variety of bells. 

Dress to the decade of ‘50s
     NIFTY FIFTIES: Junior class to host “Sadie’s Rockin’ 

Hawkins” dance to end the semester in a perfect way.

BY CAITLIN MOLENO & 
CARIN WONG
Staff Reporters

After finals, relief comes in the form 

of the “Sadie’s Rockin’ Hawkins” dance, 
a perfect way to end the semester. Since 
Friday will be a student holiday, the dance 
will be held on Thursday Jan. 31 at 7 p.m. 
in the gym. Tickets are $8 with ASB and 
$10 without. 

The theme of the dance will be 50’s 
style, so dress to the decade. “People 
should dress in poodle skirts or be creative, 
dressing like the ‘50s. It’s also an oppor-
tunity for girls to ask the guys out,” ASB 
Vice President Henrietta Movsessian said. 

The guys finally get a break from ask-

ing the girls to the dance, and now it is time 
for the girls to step up and get the courage 
to ask the guys instead. 

“For the past four years we didn’t have 
a Sadie Hawkins Dance,” Junior Class 
President Jennifer Movsessian said.

The junior class has already started to 
plan the dance, working hard on the de-
tails. Vice President Miya Joo has been a 
great help according to Movsessian. The 
junior class advisors, Nicola Lamb and 
Lisa Peerali, have been reassuring the ju-
nior class council that the dance will work 
out well. 

To bring back the traditional dance, 
students will enjoy something new, so 
come to the dance. Don’t miss out on this 
opportunity!

Mock elections stir up 
heated competitions

On Jan. 4, presidential campaigning 
will come to an end, and the voting will 
start. The students in Stan Bartosiak’s AP 
Government classes have been vigorously 
campaigning for the past month, trying 
to elect their candidates to “office.” The 

stakes: Exemption from the final.

About a month ago, the students be-
gan preparing for the election. Each class 
is split up into seven groups, each one 
with its own candidate. The candidates 
must win the support of their constituency: 
Mr. Kolodinski’s and Mr. Sherrick’s class. 

They started producing bumper stickers, 
yard signs, flyers, radio/television com-
mercials, giveaway items, and more.

The candidates will compete for votes 
in a debate. There will be two prior-knowl-
edge questions asked and one question that 
the candidates are unaware of. 

“The people in the class get hands-on 
experience regarding elections and what it 
takes to win. Some people resort to dirty 
tricks in order to get elected, but I will try 
to refrain from that aspect of politics. I 
wanted to be a candidate because I think 
it will be a good experience especially be-
cause I want to be a politician in the fu-
ture,” George Hakopiants said.

     POLITICS: Government students await presidential 

election after vigoriously campaigning for over a month. 

BY ANDREW HUNTER
Staff Reporter

PRINCES PRINCESSES

KING ZANE ARCHER & QUEEN JOYCE YOON

James Hunter
Yashar Bahman
Paulo Balbarin
Jermaine Coleman
Justin Frazier

Casey Sripramong
Kristin Ward
Amy Bishop

Maria “Peachy” Galvez
Andrea Cistulli

CAMPUS CHARACTERS

HOMECOMING 
homecoming I’ve been to. I enjoyed this 
one particularly because the location was 
outstanding and the whole event was just 
breathtaking,” Senior Class President 
Gervea Ornopia said. 

When dancing began to tire everyone, 
there were endless things to keep the guests 
occupied, such as tarot card readings, cari-
catures, gambling stations, pictures, and 
the movie “Disturbia” being broadcast 
throughout the evening. 

Excitement was humming throughout 

the room when the Homecoming Court 
was announced as they cordially glided 
down the stairs to pair up. 

Homecoming King Zane Archer, and 
Queen Joyce Yoon, started off the first 

slow dance of the night along with the prin-
cesses: Casey Sripramong, Maria Galvez, 
Kristin Ward, Andrea Cistulli, Amy Bishop 
and princes: Justin Frazier, James Hunter, 
Yashar Bahman, Paulo Balbarin, and Jer-
maine Coleman.   

As the night came to an end, it was ap-
parent that the evening was more than what 
could have been expected. Full of surprises 
and fun, Homecoming 2007 ended on a 
definite high note.     

FROM PAGE 1

Friendliest
Gervea Ornopia

Robert Berberian

Best Dressed
Nare Terterian

Hakop Aleksanyan

Best Hair
Ani Azatyan
Zane Archer

Nicest Eyes
Lilit Shahgulyan
Arthur Abramyan

Biggest Flirt 
Casey Sripramong
Alex Amirkanian

Most Athletic
Amy Bishop
Zane Archer

Most Sarcastic
Inna Babakhanyan
Fred Markarians

Most Spirited 
Gervea Ornopia
Yashar Bahman

Best Friends
Anna Fanosyan, Sona Fano-
syan, Hilda Sarkissian and 

Alisa Zargaryan
Moises Alvarez, Eriberto 
Martinez and Mario Cruz

Most Likely to Succeed
Amy Bishop
Saiful Haque

Laziest
Arlet Keshishian
Shaunt Attarian

Class Clown
Perci Goldwire
Saro Kannan

Cutest Couple
Beradin Jezeh and Saiful 

Haque

Best Physique
Shaggy Abolian

Azad Ado-Ibrahim

These are the results of yesterday’s voting polls in the quad.
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         STAFF EDITORIAL

Now, I realize it’s not quite April, but frankly, this is-
sue needs to be addressed. 

Has anyone actually read the Armenian Genocide 
Resolution (H. Res. 106)? Take a moment, 15 minutes to 
be precise, and utilize the World Wide Web’s handy dandy 
tool: Google. Yes, yes -- life is hard, college applications 
are due, finals will determine your impending doom, and 

ASB has you on a leash day and 
night. But ignorance is not bliss. Take 
the initiative. Educate yourself.

Since its reintroduction into 
Congress, the resolution has caused 
considerable controversy. President 
Bush takes a strong stance against H. 
Res. 106, claiming that it will inter-
fere with the U.S.’s alliance with Tur-
key and the progress made in relation 
to the war on terror.

I’m no expert on foreign affairs, 
but even I took the time to leave Congressman Adam Schiff 
a brief message encouraging the passing of the resolution. 
And so should anyone else with the means to formulate 
thought and an ounce of sympathy for the 1.5 million Ar-
menians massacred at the hands of the Ottoman Empire.

The resolution clearly recounts the U.S.’s “proud 
history of... intervention in opposition to the Armenian 
Genocide” and simply asks President Bush to “accurately 
characterize the systematic and deliberate annihilation of 

1,500,000 Armenians as genocide.”
There is no doubt that the Armenian Genocide oc-

curred. In fact, it is historically regarded as the first geno-
cide of the 20th Century. 

The United States National Archives and Record 
Administration holds extensive documentation on the 
genocide, which is available to the public. In addition, it 

is recognized by the European Par-
liament, the Russian Duma, and has 
been publicly commemorated by 
President Bill Clinton. 

This plethora of evidence cannot 
be denied. The Armenian Genocide 
Resolution is not a matter of foreign 
relations. It is the absolute necessary 
step needed in order to right a crime 
against humanity.

 I mean, the real issue here for 
the U.S. government is the fear of 

landing on Turkey’s ‘bad side.’ But seriously, how ethical-
ly skewed do you have to be to even utter those words? 

Just by reading these few brief paragraphs, know that 
you are affected. Know that you live at the heart of this 
issue, surrounded by a community that longs for recogni-
tion. Just because President Bush shows cowardice by op-
posing the resolution, it doesn’t mean you should follow.

MARI HAMBARDSUMYAN

All I want for Christmas is H. Res. 106

Whether it is because you missed your alarm, your car 
broke down, your brother wasn’t ready, or your dog ate 
your homework, it is very probable that you will be late 
to class sometime or another.  The Tardy Sweep is back 
at GHS and is supposed to reduce the number of students 
late to class.  

Principal Kathy Fundukian is more than pleased with 
how the tardy sweeps are working, and she believes they 
are here to stay.  As much as the administration seems to 
applaud and support the tardy sweeps, the students of this 
school seem to have a different opinion.

All of you have seen it happen. You are walking to 
the front gate with one minute until eight on the clock, 
and just as you make it across the street, you are locked 

out and told to walk around to the other gate.  This is the 
point at which you see about three quarters of your fellow 
classmates walk back to their cars and wait for the tardy 
sweep to be over.  It is hard to blame them.  If they enter, 
they are assured a detention, along with an unnecessary, 
but supposedly essential, full body and bag search.  

Does being a couple minutes late automatically clas-
sify students as threats on campus? Is a body search re-
ally necessary? As opposed to being two minutes late to 
class, the hassled student has now missed half of the class 
period.  

Upon asking Fundukian about what is so bad about 
being late, she answered that “tardy students disturb class 
instruction and fellow classmates.”  We agree. However, 
isn’t walking in 30 minutes late more of a disturbance to 

the class? In addition, the student has now missed a new 
lesson and has work to make up. 

When comparing all of this to sitting in the car lis-
tening to Kevin and Bean or grabbing some much needed 
breakfast, it is easy to guess why they turn away from 
school and avoid the unnecessary procedures.

Senior Andrew Hunter recalls traveling through the 
hustle and bustle of the J Building traffic jam to his Eng-
lish class, which he had later that day, to turn in an extra 
credit assignment. He was swept up by the first period 

tardy sweep.  Not only did he receive a detention, but was 
late to his first period class. “I was only trying to improve 

my grade!” Hunter said.
Another victim of the sweep recalls that she was not 

allowed to present her project. Not only was her grade af-
fected, but the class was disrupted as she came in a half 
hour late.

The tardy sweep should not make students later than 
they already are. Is it reasonable then to ask the question, 
do the tardy sweeps actually help? 

In years past, the administration took away I.D. cards 
from late students and avoided the troubles of today’s ex-
cruciating process. That allowed students to go to class 
immediately and suffer the consequences later. That seems 
like a better way to encourage students to get to class. 

Another way is to check teacher attendance records. 
Those records should indicate which students are coming  
in late to class. Students who are habitually tardy can be 
called into the office and dealt with. 

Join PTSA Today! 

 Support our students, staff 

and school with a paid membership 

in the Glendale High School PTSA! 

Your membership dues cost less than 

the price of a movie and will work 

hard for our school all year long. An-

nual dues are $5.00 per person, cash 

or check payable to Glendale High 

School PTSA. Bring to the school of-

fice or mail your membership check 

to:

Glendale High School PTSA

c/o Glendale High School

1440 East Broadway

Glendale, CA 91205

 

 Be sure to include your name, 

address, email address if you have 

one, and phone number along with 

your check! 

 

Mari Hambardsumyan is the Co-Editor-in-Chief of the Explosion.

Artwork by Shant Alvandyan

GLENDALE HIGH SCHOOL
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Capturing
A Moment
You’ve probably seen the photogra-

phy students walking around campus with 

professional cameras around their necks, 

taking pictures of trees, buildings, and their 

shadows. Yet we have never seem their fin-

ished product. To some people, taking pic-

tures is not a form of art, but the Glendale 

High photography class proves that taking 

pictures is not only art, but a way of life. 

For over thirty years, the photography 

class was taught by Wayne Griffiths. After 
his retirement last year the class was taken 

over by Herbert Kelly. 

“The students are great. Day-by-day 

they impress me with their abilities. The 

facilities here at Glendale High are amaz-

ing and essential to inspiring students. The 

previous teacher has had a major impact 

on these students. They all act as my assis-

tants. Their previous knowledge has helped   

them become better photographers,” Kelly 

said. 

Kelly runs the class efficiently, 
engouraging students to develop their pho-

tography skills by opening their minds us-

ing puzzles and word games. 

Everyday the students must turn in 

three digital photographs as part of their 

homework assignment. The photos are 

then uploaded onto the class’s Photobucket 

account to show the classes steps to prog-

ress. 

 The beginners photography students 

start off by creating their own box cam-

era, also known as a “camera obscura.” 

The handmade camera made out of black 

cardstock paper, is folded into a box with 

aluminum foil and glued together. 

Although it may seem primitive, un-

derstanding the way the camera works is 

the building block for understanding all 

cameras. 

After understanding the basics of the 
camera, students learn how to photograph 

the different compositional forms.  Eventu-

ally they learn how to use manual cameras 

and soon enough they learn to develop their 

first roll of film. The long grueling process 
of developing film is extremely difficult 
but the end result is priceless. After devel-
oping the film Kelly evaluates each and 
every picture and advises students on how 

to improve on their photo taking and devel-

oping skills. 

For their final project, the students 
must mimic the styles of their favorite art-

ist in hopes of achieving the level of suc-

cess that the artist has. 

Glendale High School’s Phohotography program inspires students to use 

their cameras to express themselves. 

Story by Pateel Krikorian

KYLE NESSEN

“I originally took photography 

to get my art requirement out of the 

way. But after my first roll of film, 
I instantly fell in love with it. Ever 

since then it’s been a non stop pursuit 

to photograph anything and every-

thing I find interesting. Journalism 
has also been great for me because I 

get into all the school events to take 

pictures. What is better than that? My 

parents and teachers have all been 

very supportive and I doubt I would 

be where I am today without them. I 

have found my passion.”

YNNA AGHABEGIAN

“I can honestly say that taking 

this class was one of the best deci-

sions I’ve ever made. I love taking 

pictures. It has become a major part 

of my life. Just by going out into na-

ture or even my backyard, I figured 
out that I could make an ordinary, 

every day object turn into something 

amazing. I absolutely love photog-

raphy. It is a way of expressing my-

self without actually having to use 

words. I can express emotion more 

effectively through a photograph 

than through any other medium.”

ARMEN PERIAN

“I always try to avoid having 

meaning in any of my work. I feel 

that it takes away from the experi-

ence. If someone was looking at one 

of my photographs, I would want 

them to feel whatever they feel and 

draw their own conclusions from 

those thoughts and emotions. I’ve al-

ways viewed photography as a way 

of freezing time, capturing actions 

and expressions. I feel that people 

get too lost in the aspects of the field 
and lose focus on what makes it so 

unique and fun - taking pictures.”

ANAHIT ORUJYAN

“I have only been in this class for 

two years and I have proven myself 

to both teachers. I don’t take pictures 

of items, I take pictures of people. 

My specialty is action photos. I usu-

ally take pictures of the sports teams 

at school. In the future, I hope to 

work for a sports magazine. I want to 

be the one taking the pictures of all 

the famous athletes and capturing all 

their signature moves. My absolute 

dream is to one day, take a picture of 

Kobe Bryant, but for now I’ll stick 

with Narek Ayvagyan.”

SNAPSHOT: Senior John Leynes uses a fish-eye camera to skew his 

perspective (left); Freshman Emma Muradian captures a vintage cam-

EXAMINE: Seniors Andrew Hunter and Julieth Gonzalez check their 

newly developed film, to make sure that there are no spots or damaged 

and undeveloped areas. 

Photo by Kyle Nessen



We’re all in
 this together

The drama department of Glendale 
High School put on the universally known 
production of Disney’s High School Mu-
sical on Nov. 28, 29 and 30. The tickets 
were priced at $8 with ASB and $10 with-
out.  Nearly 800 people showed up on the 
first night alone, and on the last night of 

the performance over 1200 people were in 
the auditorium anticipating what was to be 
the biggest production Glendale High has 
ever put on. 

Apart from Glendale High students 
and family, there were also children of all 
ages that showed up to watch the famous 
Disney production.

Although the cast had a mere two 
months to put the entire play together, Hil-
lary St. John, who played Sharpay Evans, 
said “the cast became like one big happy 
family.”  

Troy Bolton, the team captain and 
head baseketball player for the Eastside 
Wildcats, was played by sophomore Rai-
iner Mendoza and junior Christine Bautista  
along with senior Gervea Ornopia played  
Gabriella Montez, the new girl. 

Before opening night, the cast had to 
spend hours practicing. Bautista said that 
she would have never been able to get 
through this without the rest of the cast’s 

support. 
Not only did this play make the cast 

feel appreciated and understood, but it 
brought out things in them that they never 
thought they had. “I didn’t know that it 
could be so difficult but it was an experi-
ence I will never forget,” St. John said. 
Kyle Cloos, playing Sharpay’s brother, 
Ryan Evans, captivated the audience with 
his unexpected moments of humor. “I will 

miss the cast the most,” Cloos said. 
“Plays bring people together and 

whether you like it or not you become a 
family”  Ashleigh Armstrong, who had the 
role of Taylor Mackessi, said.

This musical was a lot of hard work; 
the cast spent so much time and effort to 
create this extraordinary musical that went 

off without a hitch. Cloos spoke of musi-
cals being hard work and taking a lot of 
time, but in the end it is all worth the ef-
fort. 

The cast was very sad when it all came 
to an end and as Ornopia expressed, “the 

last night was heartbreaking.”
Knowing the end had come was very 

hard on the cast. “On the last night the play 
was an emotional release, but even though 
the show has come to an end we are still all 
in this together,” Armstrong said.
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AND
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TUTORING

SAT PREP

Glendale High students gather together to put on a spectacular         

performance of Disney Channel’s original movie High School Musical.

Photo by Kyle Nessen
WILDCATS: Above:  Rainier Men-
doza (Troy Bolton) leads the East 
High Wildcats in a song to pump 
up the team during basketball prac-
tice. Left: Seniors Hillary St. John 
(Sharpay Evans) and Kyle Cloos 
(Ryan Evans) enthusiastically per-
form “Bop to the Top.” Bottom: 
Gervea Ornopia (Gabriella Montez)
cleverly answers a question while 
St. John looks on nervously. 

Story by Samantha Hanna and Tania Endjilian

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

Photo by Kyle Nessen



It was a moment they had waited two 
years to experience.

For two seasons, the Nitros 
football team had patiently stom-
ached loss after loss, excruciat-
ing practice after excruciating 
practice.  Some might have ques-
tioned why the players remained 
so committed to the team. 

But as the final seconds ex-
pired on Friday with coaches 
drenched in Gatorade and players 
experiencing a high no drug could 
ever produce, the home section of 
Moyse field was a section full of 

believers. 
On that fateful Friday, the Ni-

tros football team did something 
they’ve done pretty consistently 
over the last 100 years, some-
thing that was long, long overdue 
for the dignity of our school: they 
beat Hoover.

Any doubt that the Nitros 
were a serious football team was 
completely squashed during the 
course of the Homecoming game. 
Glendale dominated against their 
cross-town rivals throughout the 
game, forcing turnovers, making 
successful runs, and stopping al-
most everything the Tornadoes 
threw at them.

“It all came together for us; 
we were making strong plays on 
offense and defense and our runs were 
pretty much unstoppable,” said senior Lu-
igi Pardo.

The Nitros entered the game fully 

aware of their running capabilities, as well 
as the running capabilities of Hoover. 

The team that was most able to utilize 
their running game, and stop that of their 
opponent, would leave Moyse Field with 

the Victory Bell. Glendale running backs 
Zane Archer and Malcolm Roberson cer-
tainly played their part in bringing the bell 
home. Roberson flew through the Tornado 

defense all night, running for 145 yards 
and scoring a touchdown. And Archer, who 
during halftime was crowned homecom-
ing king, gained 94 yards and scored three 
touchdowns.

“He entered the second half as home-
coming king, but walked off the field as 

king of the game,” remarked team photog-
rapher Kyle Nessen on Archer’s stunning 

performance.
 By the end of the first quarter, the 

Nitros were already ahead 13-0 on touch-
downs from Roberson and junior Arturo 
Garcia. They continued their dominance 

throughout the rest of their game 
with three touchdowns from Ar-
cher, one in the second quarter 
and two in the third and fourth.

The Nitros success was due 
in a large part to their stellar de-
fense throughout the game. The 
Nitros defense was able to reap 
four turnovers from Hoover, three 
of which resulted in touchdowns. 

The killer combination of 
a defense creating short scoring 
drive opportunities and an of-
fense that was able to capitalize 
on those opportunities proved too 
much for Hoover to handle.

The excitement in the audi-
ence was electric as the game 
ended and the Nitros first win in 

two years was finally official. Se-
niors on the team who had never 
been part of a victory on the Var-
sity team got to gaze in awe at 
their firse; the lights on the score-
board formed a magical home-
35, visitor-7.

The team received a stand-
ing ovation from the fans as they 
brought the Victory Bell back to 
its rightful side and carried it for 
the school to see. And although 
the yelling and screaming from 
the stands was loud, it wasn’t 

loud enough to prevent the thunderous ring 
of the Victory Bell from resonating across 
every inch of Glendale High on that brisk 
November night.

For whom the bell tolls
BY SHAUNT ATTARIAN
Sports Editor

Nitros shoot for top

BY TANIA ENDJILIAN
News Editor

The Lady Nitros basketball team has started off the 
season a bit uneasily, going into league with a record of 3 
and 5. However, the girls remain optimistic and have every 
reason to have a positive outlook.

This year the ladies have seven returning seniors be-
hind them as well as four juniors. Their experience should 
help them in league play as the veteran players know what 
to expect in tough matches.

Finishing fourth last year has given the girls something 
to work towards. The two co-captains hope to match the 
accomplishments of last year’s team if not exceed them. 

“We are playing more like a team this year. I think 
we definitely have a chance to place at least in top four in 

league,” said senior captain Arlet Keshishian. “We have 
been working hard and killing ourselves at practice so we 
there’s no reason to doubt that we will be successful in 
league this year, hopefully we make playoffs,” said junior 
co-captain  Anna Shahinian.

The girls have already participated in the Burbank 
Tournament which they emerged from with a record of 
3-2. They are currently playing in the John Burroughs 
tournament with record of 0-3.

 They played Burbank High yesterday at Burroughs 
at 4:30 p.m, in the consolation semi-finals and lost by 10 

points. Lidia Rivas scored the team high 18 points. How-
ever, their efforts came up short when the ladies were out-
scored in the fourth quarter 17-5. 

The ladies have one last game in the tournament held 
at Burroughs today at 3 p.m. 

They will have their league opener this Tuesday 
against CV at home at 4:45 p.m. The girls hope that their 
tournament experience will help them come out of the 
game with their first league victory of the season.

Water polo looks for repeat
     THE SKY’S THE LIMIT: The Lady Nitros have set high benchmarks in 

their quest to equal and surpass last year’s team’s astonishing success.

The 2007 girls’ water polo team has a tough act 
to follow. Last year the Lady Nitro’s water polo team 
advanced to the CIF semi-finals, going further that any 

other Glendale High girls’ sports team in the history of 
the school. 

Matching last year’s success is going to be espe-
cially challenging with the loss of all-American Vanuhi 
Ovasapyan, and all-CIF players Lily Broussard, and 
Rachel Hahn, who lead last years team to the Semi-fi-
nals. The Nitros, however, have already started to show 
early promise, winning an early game nail-biter against 
powerhouse Alemany.

Despite the loss of many seniors, the team does 
have a promising outlook. Since last season, most of 
the girls played on club teams to improve their skills 
and techniques. The team returns all-CIF players Shag-
gy Abolian and Casey Sipramong. 

In addition, the girls participated in swim team to 
improve their endurance and speed. Their hard work 
is starting to pay off, as the team is ranked fifth in the 

CIF poll.
The Nitros have started the season strong, already 

playing in two tournaments and in several non-league 
games. These tournaments are good preparation for 
league play where Glendale hopes to avenge their loss 
to district rival CV, and extend their win streak over 
city rival Hoover. 

Senior Abolian thinks the team “can do better 
than last year if they don’t put their emotions into the 
game.” 

Water polo is a very physical game, and if the 
young Glendale High team can learn to control their 
emotions, they will be formidable contenders for a CIF 
Title after the regular season, when their playoff experi-
ence will show against less experienced teams.

BY JAMES HUNTER
Assistant Sports Editor

Photo by Kyle Nessen
SHARPSHOOTER: Senior Casey Sripra-

mong is hoping for a repeat of her individual 

success last year and her team’s CIF run.

PAINT IT RED: The Nitros enjoy the sweet sound of victory after their breathtaking win.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

66 Friday, December 14, 2007 Glendale High School Explosion

SPORTSSPORTS

     VICTORY: After a winless streak of nearly two seasons, the Nitros beat Hoover in a thrilling homecoming game.

     HOOPS: Girls off to a shaky start.



It’s been more than a decade since Sarah Mizuki 
first fell in love with the game of soccer, and she’s still 

playing with as much enthusiasm as ever. Most athletes 
play hard while they are 
in season, but as soon as 
the final game is played, 

hang up their shoes and 
head on home. Muzuki is 
the opposite – ranked in 
the top 10 of senior class, 
she can been seen play-
ing in and out of the soc-
cer field 5 days a week, 52 

weeks a year. She has been 
captain of the team for the 
past two years, has shown 
remarkable dedication and 
devotion while leading the 
Nitros

Sarah is somewhat 
of a rarity in sports, a 
seasoned and experience 
veteran who still shows 
rookie enthusiasm for her 
sport. Muzuki’s prowess 
has been recognized by 
the local press – she has 
been mentioned in both the 
Glendale News-Press and 
the La Canada Sun and has 
been honored with the All 
Area pick twice already. 
Speaking of her recogni-
tion, Sarah says that she “I 
feel very excited and ap-
preciate all the press, be-
cause I believe the team is worth watching this year.” 

Muzuki plays midfielder in the varsity team – the po-
sition holds much responsibility and is one of the major 
roles in the game. Muzuki’s strength can be contributed 
to her “strong kick” as described by fellow members of 
the team. The Lady Nitros team has often been labeled as 
an underdog this year in league, but Muzuki is positive 

that her team will have success against their league op-
ponents.

Mizuki’s experience playing soccer extends far be-
yond Moyse Field – she is 
also in the Crescenta Val-
ley Soccer Club. Muzuki 
is a senior this year, but 
she does plan on continu-
ing to play soccer during 
her collegiate career. Sar-
ah intends on just playing 
soccer in general because 
while she loves the sport, 
she has bigger plans for 
her future.

Mizuki hopes that her 
team will make a success-
ful CIF run, and hopes to 
have much success during 
the season. When asked 
about how it feels like to 
be a senior and know it’s 
her last year, Sarah replied 
“It hasn’t hit yet at all.” 

She is hoping that 
her four years of dedica-
tion will finally pay off 

this season, and the team’s 
preseason game against 
La Canada has her excited 
on their prospects for the 
year. 

Muzuki’s busy sched-
ule include all of her aca-
demic classes along with 
soccer therefore, an im-

pressive schedule that could only be handled by an even 
more impressive individual.

Teammate Rachel Chow describes Sarah as a “great 
leader who puts all her effort into the team and whose 
definitely committed to the sport.” Muzuki’s dedication 

towards everything she participates in can be seen not just 
on the soccer field, but in every aspect of her daily life.

Lady Nitros
score early

The Lady Nitros soccer squad launched yet an-
other season late November with a close victory in a 
scrimmage against Pasadena Poly, 1-0. Led by return-
ing senior captain Sarah Mizuki, and first year coach 

Dino Barbiera, the girls are confident on their chances 

this season. 
 Seniors Rita Assoian, Natalie Diaz, Gervea Orno-

pia and Amy Rosales return this year, along with soph-
omore star stopper Gabby Chiriboga, who was named 
second team all-league last year alongside Mizuki’s 
first team all-league title.

 The season was officially launched on Nov. 27 

with a non-league loss to the La Cañada Spartans, 5-2.
Both Mizuki and junior Sharis Harootun contrib-

uted to the score, but the immense effort put forth by 
ladies was not enough to stop the Spartans’ scoring 
weapon, Nancy Avesyan. The defeat was no doubt a 
learning experience, encouraging future improvement. 

 Bouncing back, the ladies pocketed two consider-
able wins, crushing both Gabrielino and Schurr High 
School with a score of 4-0. The two victories were a 
definite boost in confidence; the ladies not only held a 

strong defense, but were also passing better. 
 Rosales, who scored the first hat trick of the sea-

son (three goals in a single game) against Schurr, feels 
a strong connection with her teammates. 

In reference to the upcoming league opener against 
Crescenta Valley on Dec. 18, Rosales feels a “weird ex-
citement,” seeing as they will be opposing their previ-
ous coach. “We’re definitely better this year, with an 

actual sweeper [junior Melissa Sanchez] and a great 
goalie [junior Esther Rodriguez]. It’ll no doubt be an 
exciting match.”

 With only one more non-league contest left to-
day at 3:15 pm against San Marino at Moyse Stadium 
before the much anticipated league opener, the ladies 
stand strong, well equipped for battle.

Mizuki’s Juggling Act

BY MARI HAMBARDSUMYAN
Editor-in-Chief

Injured boys basketball hobbles in play

The 2007-2008 boys basketball is off 
to a shaky start this season with their lead 
scorer, junior David Mansuryan, and other 
key players benched due to injuries. But 
the team is refusing to let their hampered 
strength affect their play. 

“We don’t really have one or two 
people that we rely on, we all contribute in 

some way,” said Arje Ebrahimi. 
The Nitros remain optimistic despite 

injuries, with a 4-4 record behind them go-
ing into season. They had a 2-2 record in 
the Burbank tournament and a 2-2 record 
in the Crescenta Valley tournament. 

The Nitros will have their league opener 
at Crescenta Valley next Tuesday. at 4 p.m. 
The boys will go on to play C.V. at Cres-
centa Valley High next Tuesday at 4 p.m. 
They hope to overcome their injuries and 

go into the CV game full strength. 
 “CV’s one of the teams that we look 

forward to playing as well as Hoover,” said 
coach Tigran Nalbandyan.

Tigran Nalbandyan, last year’s PNMA 
winner, who also played on the Varsity boys’ 
team, returns as the boys’ J.V. coach this year.   
       “League’s going to be more physical 
this year so we need to be prepared both 
mentally and physically,” said alumnus 
Nalbandyan.

BY TANIA ENDJILIAN
CO-NEWS EDITOR

BY ALEX MATYOSIAN
Staff Reporter

Although the season has not yet be-
gun for the soccer team, they have shown 
much promise in preseason games against 
local teams, beating Miguel Contreras 2-0 
and recording a victory against La Canada 
in a dramatic penalty shootout.

 Their skillful ball handling and cohe-
sive teamwork during the games was evi-
dence of the hard work the players have 
put in during the offseason and preseason 
practices.

Losing last year’s playmaker Sean 
Harbouche in the midfield left a major 

gap in the Nitro offense, but the team is 
hoping that Leo Malekian will be able to 
pick up the slack left from his departure. 
In their games so far, he has shown much 
promise.

The team is also aided by key players 
Vahan Khodanian, Chris Mosqueda, An-
dranik Ghevandyan, and Alex Matyosian. 

Glendale is attempting to make the 
CIF playoffs for the first time in four years, 

and are taking a steady approach to reach-
ing their goal. They are looking at losses 
as learning opportunities, and are taking 
wins in stride, looking at both what they 
did right and what they did wrong. 

The team is looking ahead to its sea-
son opener against CV on Dec. 18, when 
they hope to use the lessons they’ve 
learned both this season and last to leave 
with a victory.
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Senior Sarah Mizuki balances a Top-10 GPA with her position as a soccer captain, and still 
manages to excel at everything she does.

Story by Ani Khashadoorian and Photo by Kyle Nessen      SHOOTOUT: Team hopes veter-

an players can convert experience 

to wins, gain berth in CIF playoffs. 

     TOUGH BEGINNING: Multiple injuries to key players hamper success of the Nitros. 

Soccer kicks 
off new season
     GOAL!: Glendale boys’ 

soccer starts new season, 

looking for more success. 
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