
On the morning of Sept. 24, the 

winners of the freshman elections were 

announced over the bulletin, out of a 

total of nine candidates. The class of 

2011’s officers are as follows: Lauren 
Fong is the president, Janice Boonk-

rong as the vice pres-

ident, the secretary 

is Phien Thi Le, the 
director of finance is 
Rubina Khachatryan, 

and the director of 

activities and public-

ity is Andrea Viau. 

These officers 
each have different 

responsibilities for 

the class of 2011. It is 

up to them as a whole 

to make the school a 

better and more inter-

esting place for the 

freshmen.                        

Activities will 

be up to Viau, as she 

is the director of ac-

tivities and publicity. 

She is now the per-

son responsible for 

organizing many ac-

tivities and deciding 

when they are going 

to take place.

To make school 

activities possible, 

there is the director 

of finance, Khachatryan. Her job is to 
manage money in a way that benefits 
the school and allows for many more 

freshmen activities to be held this year. 

She will also be able to decide how 

much money is going to be spent on 

events, and how the freshman class can 

raise money for future expenses that  

will benefit them. 
Overall, every-

thing that goes on 

with the class of 2011 

is up to the president, 

Fong, and the vice 

president, Boonk-

rong. Their job is to 
come up with ideas 

and make them hap-

pen. They will have 

to decide what they 

think will benefit all 
the students. 

Le, the secretary, 
will be by their side 

to assist them with 

making decisions 

about  school issues.

“I really want 

them to be united, 

have a lot of school 

spirit, and be in-

volved in school. I 

want them to enjoy 
coming to school and 

have fun,” Fong said 

of the various goals 

she hopes to accom-

plish during her term 

of office.

Photo By Mari Hambardsumyan
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INSIDE
Senior captain Kristen Ward enters 

her fourth year of volleyball, ready to 
lead the ladies to success. 

See SPORTS Pages 7-8
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Freshmen take office

Rockin’ the night in black light

BY SARAH CAMACHO
Staff Reporter Two former Glendale High students 

were recently involved in a hit and run 

accident that took place on Tuesday, July 

10 at 9:40 p.m. on Glendale Avenue near 
Windsor Road. 

Elizabeth Sandoval, a 2004 GHS grad, 
was struck and killed by a Mercedes Benz 

allegedly driven by Ara Grigoryan, a mem-

ber of the GHS class of 2000. 
The Glendale Police Department found 

parts of Grigoryan’s car at the scene of the 

crime. According to CNN.com, Sandoval  

was found with high amounts of alcohol in 

her system as she was jaywalking across 
the street, before she was hit about 50 feet 

south of the intersection. Police also be-

lieve that Grigoryan was speeding at about 

50 to 60 mph.  According to police reports, 

Grigoryan was caught and arrested in Mex-

ico City. It is believed that he was planning 

on taking a flight to Madrid, Spain, but was 
unable to due to the lack of proper docu-

Tragedy strikes GHS alumni
     HIT AND RUN: Fatal car accident leaves one former 
GHS student dead and another on trial for the murder.
BY SEVANA ISAKHANYAN & 
HELYA HAJIANPOUR
Staff Reporters

     CRANK THAT: Senior class’s ‘Welcome Back to School’ dance was a hit among those who attended.

BY ALEXIS MICU

Assistant Features Editor

On Sept. 15, Dynamiters set the night 

on fire by “Rock the Night in the Black 
Light” to kick off the 2007-2008 school 
year. The night was full of surprises for the 

Nitros, and there was no shortage of fun to 

be found anywhere. 

The dance was sponsored by the senior 

class. For those with an ASB card, the tick-

ets cost $8 and $10 for those without. The 

ticket bought you entrance to the dance as 

well as party favors for all in attendance, 

such as gloves and glow sticks. The north 

gym was barely recognizable thanks to 

the fantastic decorations and the DJ that 

kept the jams spinning all night long.  The 
crowd kept “walking it out” and snapping 

their fingers in tune.
With over 150 people packed in the 

gym, it was apparent that the dance was 

a success. The DJ threw the Nitros off by 

hosting a dance contest and giving away 

CDs to the eager crowd. 

“My favorite moment was when ev-

eryone did the ‘cha-cha slide,’ everyone 

was doing it and the gym was shaking!” 

senior Brittany Carranza said. “The dance 

was so much fun, everyone was dancing 

and the music was awesome.” 

The night could not have been a big-

ger success. At the end of the dance it was 

easy to see everyone had a great time by 

the smiles shown on their faces. STANDING OUT: Students put on their white gloves and glow sticks in preparation for the song YMCA.

     THE RESULTS ARE IN: Lauren Fong named 
class president; Janice Boonkrong is vice president.

OFFICIALS: President 
Lauren Fong and her V.P. 
Janice Boonkrong bond.

mentation. Also, according to the web site 

HyeForum.com, Grigoryan was planning 
on fleeing from Spain to his native land of 
Armenia. Grigoryan was sent back to Los 
Angeles with the help of the Mexico City 

police since he was arrested there. The fa-

ther of the victim, Guadalupe Sandoval, 

thanked the Armenian-American commu-

nity for helping find Grigoryan.
Police were able to track down the car 

with a Global Positioning Satellite naviga-

tional system (GPS) that had been installed 

in Grigoryan’s car. The black Mercedes 

was found at a body shop in Van Nuys.

Sandoval’s friend, Diana, was with her 

at the time of the fatal accident, but luckily 

for Diana, she had already finished cross-

ing the street safely, according to accounts 

she had given to the Glendale News Press. 

Fortunately, Diana was left uninjured. 
Police are also investigating who helped 

Grigoryan flee to Mexico, as stated on 
HyeForum.com. 

So far in the case against Grigoryan, 

we know that he pleaded not guilty to the 

charge of murder.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
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BY PATEEL KRIKORIAN
Features Editor

ASB goes 

to college

For the second time, this past summer, 

18 students from Glendale High’s Associ-
ate Student Body had the opportunity to 

take part in the California Associated Stu-

dent Council camp held at Stanford Uni-

versity from August 7-12th. 

The 18 students that participated in 

CASC were seniors Kristen Elliot, Anahit 

Isagholian, Lennie Kang, Joyce Librando, 
Kip Lima, Henrietta Movsessian, Suren 
Maroutian, Amanda Potchanatayparuk, 

Erin Taketomo; juniors Miya Joo, Carin 
Kellzi, Jennifer Movsessian, Lena Nerses-

sian; sophomores Nicole Astorian, Alena 

Bilemjian, two of whom were chosen to be 
camp counselors. 

The leaders of CASC  separated all the 

students from their peers and grouped them 

with people from all over the state to en-

courage new bonds with different people. 

Each day was filled with activities. The 
students shared ideas and different ways to 

increase school spirit. “CASC’s main focus 

is to make you a better leader but in the 

process you learn about yourself and about 

other people,” Lima said. The lessons 

learned were very valuable to Kellzi, one 

of the counselors. “We basically learned 

how to be independent since we were away 

from home. We all learned how to be better 

leaders and better speakers. This program 

was not only to make our school a better 

place, but it also made us grow as leaders 

and as students.” 

After their four days at CASC the 

students made their way to San Francisco 

where the group spent their time around 

downtown San Francisco and Fisherman’s 

Wharf. They enjoyed authentic San Fran-

ciscan sourdough bread and clam chowder 

and visited Ghirardelli Square, where they 

sampled some exquisite chocolate. 

“This trip not only created friendships 

all over California, but it built a stronger 

bond within Glendale High’s ASB. Hope-

fully this bond will reflect on a better school 

Scores go up, up and away!

     CASC: Student leaders 
spend a week in Stanford.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

COUNCIL: ASB spent a week in San Francisco after attending the California Associated Student Council 
Camp (CASC). They had fun and learned how to become strong leaders in order to better the school campus.

Last year Glendale High School raised 
its Academic Performance Index (API) 

score by 11 points, an accomplishment that 

the school is very proud of. The API score 

is the foundation of California’s Public 

Schools Accountability Act (PSAA). 

The purpose of the API is to measure 

the academic performance and growth 

of schools. The statewide target for all 

schools in California is 800. Glendale High 
received a score of 733. 

Though it may not seem like it, this is 

good news for the school because a school’s 

growth is measured not  by its score, but by 

how well it is moving toward that goal, and 

Glendale High is moving faster than the re-

quired progress. 

It is important that the school keeps 

improving so that it can receive funding. 

Also if a school repeatedly falls short, the 

state will come in and take over.

The API score is computed by looking 

at the school’s scores on the STAR tests, 

which are administered every year to its 

BY JAMES HUNTER
Staff Reporter

students from grades nine to 11. 

At a school-wide meeting, it was de-

cided that the best way to improve test 

scores was “to improve the student’s criti-

cal thinking,” principal Kathy Fundukian 

said. Also, it was decided that the school 

would have to focus more on writing. 

Thus, writing prompts were made 

mandatory in every classroom, including 

math and physical education. Each essay 

administered relates in some way to the 

subject and what the students are learning 
about at the moment. 

 So far this method seems to be work-

ing for Glendale High. This is apparent 
through the continual  success in meeting 

the API’s set goal for the school.

Some incentives for students includes 

raffling off prizes. Also, an extended snack 
has even been offered to students in the 

past for being able to  improve their scores 

or maintain their already proficient scores. 
STAR test scores can be used as an 

indicator for whether or not students ap-

plying for honors classes and advanced 

classes can handle the classes or should be 

accepted.

year,” said Kellzi.

“Being there with ASB just made the 
experience so much more special because I 

got to bond with them in a way that I can’t 

during the school year. The people from 

ASB that went were just so awesome and 
I was glad I experienced it with them. In a 

place where there are so many people you 

don’t know, it’s nice to see a familiar face,” 

said Lima.

BY JENNA HIRSCH
Copy Editor

Round ‘em up, Dynamiter style 
  GIDDY UP: 27th annual Round Up to be held Oct. 25. BOOST: GHS raises scores by 11 points on API scale.

NEWS
IN BRIEF

* Seniors George Hakopiants and Taron Matevosyan were chosen to go to Sacra-

mento this summer to take part in the annual California Golden Boys’ State, where 

they learned about California state government.  

* This year is the first year that students are being charged $75 per semester for 
parking on campus.

* The drama department will be performing High School Musical on Nov. 27, 28, 
and 29. 

* A Cappella is planning to go to Hawaii for their choir tour during Spring Break. 
They are still looking for chaperones.

* Two Bistro students Chef Kristoffer Santiago and assistant Chef Kristen Ward 

won first place in “Chef on the Rise,” a competition held at the LA County Fair.
* With the success of last year’s all color yearbook, the yearbook staff has decided 

to have an all color yearbook yet again this year. Senior ads in the back of the year-

book must be turned in by Dec. 10 to room E156. 

* Rene Valdes is named new dean of attendance. He replaces Tamar Katoryan who 
took an administrative position at Crescenta Valley High School.
* First annual Halloween Dance to be held in the small gym on Oct. 18, sponsored 
by the Friends Across Borders Club, Drill Team and the Sophomore Class. 

* Lexus of Glendale donated $21,000 to Glendale High’s award winning Drill Team 
so they could send a competition squad to Florida in the spring. 

10% DISCOUNT ON CATERING ORDERS.
Serving Glendale since 1961

Glendale High School’s 27th annual 
Round Up will take place on Thursday, 

Oct. 25 from 6-9 p.m. in the main quad. 

There will be a $1 entrance fee, even for 

students who are going to be working at 

the different club booths. 

Last year over 40 clubs participated 
and 1000 people attended the event; this 

year, the event is expected to draw an 

even larger crowd. 

Clubs will gather together to sell 

food, play games, and have fun while 

raising money for their causes. Each 

club will be doing something different. 

National Honor Society (NHS) will be 
selling quesadillas at their booth, Fashion 

Club will be selling chocolate-covered 

sweets, and the Class of ’09 will be sell-

ing soda and water. 

The Senior Class will be bringing in 

a purple Hoover car. Students can line up  
for the opportunity to hit our rival’s car 

with a sledge hammer. There will be a 

charge of $1 for one hit and $5 for seven 

hits. 

The Nitro football players will be  

sponsoring this event, and all are encour-

aged to assist the Nitro team in demolish-

ing it.

Drama is hosting the karaoke perfor-

mances. This is another highly anticipat-

ed event. Students will be able to demon-

strate their singing and dancing talents or 

lack thereof. 

Another event at Round Up will be 

the ASB wedding booth, which will al-

low students to wed one another. There 

will be a photo opportunity as well.

In addition to club activities, there 

will be performances from the Pep Squad 

and Glendale’s award-winning Drill 

Team.
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VIEWPOINTVIEWPOINT

When we think of Glendale High, we 
think of John Wayne. Now of course this 
isn’t even remotely close to the typical re-
action received by the average student, but 
frankly, we’re a special bunch. If you’ve 
ever stepped foot inside the little room of 
156, you’ll realize just how important this 
Glendale High alumni is. Yes, you heard 
right- Glendale High alumni.

John Wayne is not only an American 
icon, he was once the Sports Editor of our 
very own Explosion, not to mention the 
senior class president and a star football 
player. He is to this day the most renowned 
individual to ever have walked these halls, 
and yet half the student body barely recalls 
his name.

Please, by all means, DO NOT take 
renowned lightly. Wayne not only epito-
mized the era of westerns, he was deemed 
The Greatest Male Star of All Time by 
the American Film Institute. And if that 
doesn’t cream your twinkie, Wayne was 
also honored with a Congressional Gold 
Medal and received a Presidential Medal 
of Freedom from Jimmy Carter. Now why, 
you wonder, are we not praising this man’s 
vast glory with all our Dyno might?

It’s a mystery beyond our understand-
ing, but at least somebody’s taking a stance. 
Sophomore Ani Khashadoorian, inspired 
by Wayne’s story, has submitted a lengthy 
proposal to the GUSD school board con-
cerning the issue and  has contacted the 
John Wayne Foundation. She’s notified 
various leading authorities, including our 
very own principal, Kathy Fundukian. 
Khashadoorian is eager to fight her case to 
the top, whatever it takes.

Her modest proposal is not only do-
able, but overdue. Khashadoorian requests 
that the Glendale High auditorium be 
named after Wayne, in honor of his im-
mense legacy. Seeing as the auditorium is 
currently nameless, this seems very rea-
sonable and feasible. She also hopes that 
by early year 2009, a statue of Wayne in all 
his high school glory be erected in the front 
of the auditorium.

It’s amazing that after years of neglect, 
it only takes one student to light the torch. 
The renewal of the spirit of John Wayne on 
the Glendale High campus is not only a gi-
ant leap in the right direction, but also an 
inspiring story to motivate others to take a 
stand for what they believe. 

Whether this proposal succeeds or not 
is a thing of the future, but we know of one 
thing: You did good, Ani Khashadoorian! 
With the combined efforts of a few aspir-
ing students, new goals can easily be rec-
ognized and implemented throughout the 
campus. Voices will be heard and lives will 
be changed, all sparked by a single flame. 

It’s simple, JUST DO IT.

Neighbors should get over itWork It!
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     It came as a surprise to us when neigh-
bors who reside around Glendale High 
School’s football field began taking their 
complaints about “noise pollution” to the 
media and city council last spring.
     Some neighbors seem to think they live 
next to a cemetery instead of a thriving 
school of over 3,000 students. 
     The current GHS location was built in 
1923 and since the 1970’s, all the district 
football games have been played at Moyse 
Stadium. The average use was twenty foot-
ball games per season in the fall, plus soc-
cer games in the winter and track meets 
in the spring. Currently, there are thirteen 
football games played per season at Moyse 
Stadium, a significant decrease despite the 
neighbors’ claims that the number of games 
is increasing.            
     The school was here for decades before 

the eldest neighbor moved in and neigh-
bors had to know that high schools bring 
traffic, pedestrians, trash and noise.
     At a recent city council meeting, com-
munity leader and GHS alumnus Dick 
Holway, made the point that perhaps what 
the unhappy neighbors needed was a better 
real estate agent. We agree.
     We know the GUSD has been very cour-
teous in making changes and acquiescing to 
the neighbor’s concerns.  When the school 
is renovated, there will be a new bus drop 
off and loading zone in the front.  Despite 
inconvenience to students, the back gate is 
now closed at 7:30 a.m. and 3:15 p.m. ev-
ery day. The city installed a traffic signal 
at the corner of Campus and Colorado last 
year and has put more signs up to help with 
the flow of traffic. 
     Apparently, despite these changes, the 

police and school still routinely receive 
calls from upset neighbors. One neighbor 
even takes pictures of the traffic and stu-
dents using the rear entrance to the school.
     We believe that the vast majority of 
students are polite, courteous and respect-
ful to the neighbors and their property. But 
we ask that all students, staff and visitors to 
GHS do their best to keep the noise down 
when coming to and leaving an activity at 
the facility. It is all part of being a good 
neighbor. We and the district are doing our 
part. A high school is a hub of activity and 
there is only so much we can do before we 
have to tear down the school. And even 
then, the bulldozers would cause enough 
turmoil for another decade of complaining.  
All we ask is for our neighbors to be just 
as courteous to us as we are to them. In a 
sense, they should just GET OVER IT!

Girl...

MARI HAMBARDSUMYAN 
AMANDA WEST

Artwork by Tatevik Iskandaryan

         STAFF EDITORIAL
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FEATURESFEATURES
Linking Glendale High Together

BY TINA PETROSIAN 
Co-Assistant Enertainment Editor

     CONNECTIONS: New Link Crew program welcomes 
incoming freshmen with warmth, respect, and hospitality. Express Yourself!
WE’RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER: Link Crew leaders spend some quality time bonding with their groups during the summer freshman orientation. 

Link Crew, led by Mary Hazlett and 
Jennifer Earl, is made up of juniors and 
seniors at GHS who bond with new fresh-
men and help them adjust to their new high 
school surroundings. Link Crew may be a 
new addition to the clubs at GHS, but it is 
definitely not lacking creativity. 

The group has unique monthly chal-
lenges and events that are planned in ad-
vance. The first event that took place was 
the Link Crew dance during the first week 
of school. It allowed freshmen and link 
leaders to get to know each other in an 
informal environment and have fun at the 
same time. 

The next event is a BBQ/tailgate par-
ty before next Thursday’s home football 
game. The party starts at 5 p.m. on the 
baseball field. A hot dog, chips and soda is 
$3.50. There are also many creative plans 
for Round-Up, Homecoming, and other 
major school events being discussed.

They are planning to wear their bright 
green T-shirts on the first Monday of ev-
ery month, just to remind the freshmen that 
“we’re here for you,” as Hazlett said. Since 
each month a new key event takes place, 
wearing the green T-shirts will remind the 
freshmen to feel free to ask questions about 
what is going on around campus.  The green 
T-shirts were proven a success, especially 

on the first day of school, when everything 
was so new and foreign to them.

A major focus of Link Crew is to en-
courage freshmen to get involved with 
school activities such as football games, 
dances and clubs. Link Crew members are 
establishing contact with the freshmen by 
getting their e-mail addresses and phone 
numbers in order to check up on them.

Link Crew is unmistakably a team ef-
fort: the members vote on activities and 
brainstorm about future plans. Addition-
ally, the members are excited about the 
activities and leadership opportunities that 
lie ahead. 

“Link Crew has been a fun experi-
ence so far. I am looking forward to more 
activities and events,” James Jonson, a ju-
nior, said. Others are pleased with the aid 
given to the freshmen. Eun Sun Cho, a ju-
nior, said, “Link Crew is awesome because 
the freshmen don’t feel alone anymore. It 
has really changed the school in a positive 
way.”

This is clearly not a dull club. They 
start meetings off with applause to cel-
ebrate their success and hard work. “Basi-
cally, we want to make the seniors jealous. 
The freshmen are going to have more fun 
this year!” Earl said.

“It is a great opportunity to help fresh-
men out, especially since most of us didn’t 
have this kind of help when we were new 
here,” said Ani Kelemdjian. 

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
CIRCLE TIME: Seniors Yashar Bahman and Gervea Ornopia lead their 
freshman group into discussions about their new lives at Glendale High.  

“Link Crew is an amazing program here at Glendale High 
School. I am so excited to be able to be a part of it. When 

I first came to Glendale High as a freshman, I was over-
whelmed by my surroundings. Now as a junior I want 
to help the incoming freshman throughout their high 

school career.” 
Carin Kellzi, junior

“Link Crew has been a total blast! All the different games 
and activities have been really fun. My favorite was the 
turtle game where we had to get across the pond with 
our whole team. I’m excited about freshman year and 

I’m glad that I have my link leaders to guide me.”
Manuk Akopian, freshman 

“Link crew is an inspiring experience! I became a better 
person and learned to love freshmen more! It motivates 

me to contribute my time to help the freshmen enjoy 
their freshman year and to guide them onto a success-
ful path in high school. Making people happy is what I 

do best! GOOD LUCK CLASS OF 2011!” 
Gervea Ornopia, Senior Class President

“The cool thing about Link Crew is that the leaders in-
form all of us about what’s happening on campus. The 
school is so big and it’s kind of confusing. The link 
leaders make us feel comfortable in this new setting.”

Fiona Ho, freshman

“Link crew is a fantastic experience, which I wish I could 
have been a part of as a freshman. I really felt that I 
connected with my kids and had a positive impact on 

their high school career.”
Yashar Bahman, senior

“I had the honor of having Anahit, the ASB president, 
as my Link Crew leader. Every time I would see her 
she would wave at me and say “Hi!” Since I didn’t 
know anyone or anything I felt so welcome. It was 

really nice.”
Talin Nazarian, freshman

Photo Courtesy of Stylus
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Glendale High, for the first 
time, has both a boys and a girls 
lacrosse team. These tight knit 
families walking around campus 
have spent the summer train-
ing and bonding together. This 
rough contact sport is bringing 
out even more than the physi-
cal passions – it is creating a 
lifestyle in which these players 
believe they will live by for the 
rest of their high school lives. 

Lacrosse, a game split be-
tween football and hockey, has 
20 people on a team, but only 10 
on the field. There are three peo-
ple who play attack, three who 
play defense, three who play 
middle team, and one goalie. 

As Kyle Cloos, a member 
of the boys lacrosse team said, 
“This is a full contact, non-stop 
sport. Unlike football, you are 
always pushing your self into 
things you would never have 
expected yourself to do.”

While pushing themselves 
to the extreme, these kids are 
also getting to show a part of themselves  
they never thought they had. “I have be-
come intimidating,” said Cesar Hernandez 

Montero. Captain of the boys lacrosse team, 
Montero is now able to show that size isn’t 
everything; the five foot wonder is showing 
his true power on the field while express-

ing to his teammates a powerful phrase to 
keep going, “Pain is weakness leaving the 
body... welcome to lacrosse.”

More than anything, these players have 

been motivated and found fami-
lies they never thought they had. 
Sticking together through it all, the 
lacrosse members have learned re-
sponsibility, and together they have 
created a reason to keep going. 

Looking ahead, Montero and 
Cloos, seniors, realize the sad truth, 
that the end is near but they realize 
that this legacy they have created 
will endure the test of time. 

Hoping to visit in the future,  
captain Montero said, “Coming 
back and seeing a lacrosse team 
will be amazing. Just knowing that 
I helped create it and that I gave 
back to the school is the real reason 
to go to school.” 

Lacrosse is not just a sport but 
also a new kind of hope, a way to 
create growth in young men and 
women. “To be able to win a game 
you must have heart, and heart is 
what we have,” Montero said. 

With friendships that will last 
a lifetime and families that will re-
main in their hearts forever, these 
lacrosse players are living by the 

Shakespearian quote that Cloos shared: 
“He whose shed blood with me is my 
brother.” 
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  We Came Across

L a c r o s s e
Eager students form a girls’ and boys’ lacrosse club and aspire 

to become an official sport.
Story by Samantha Hanna 

Photos by Mari Hambardsumyan and Cesar Hernandez Montero

Thank you Lexus of Glendale , 
for sending Dri l l  Team to Florida.



Marching Band is now starting a whole 
new year of fun and amazing performanc-
es. They are led by advisor Amy Rangel 
and new drum majors, Mei-Ling Terry and 
Kenneth Villanueva, both seniors, as well 
as assistant drum major, Jackie Harms, 
junior. This year there are about 30 new 
freshmen joining the band.

This year, the band will be perform-
ing River Dance. It is a complex piece of 
music to be performed during halftime at 
the Nitro football games and other compe-
titions. 

The performance begins with an en-
ergetic beat, before it slows down into a 
slow rhythm that has a calming affect on 
the audience. In the last part of the song, 
it once again picks up the tempo for the 
grand finale. 

However, this amazing piece of music 
requires a lot of work. Everyday all of the 
band members drag themselves out of bed 
and come to school early, to work hard at 
practicing and perfecting their show. 

“I am really proud of marching band’s 
progress. There are 30 new members and 
they are all learning quickly,” Rangel said. 

Ever since August 20th,the band has 
been working hard on their halftime per-

formance. From August 20-29 the band 
had learned and practiced the show at their 
annual “band camp”. Band members came 

to GHS during the nine day period from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. for a round of relentless 
practicing and bonding with the new mem-

bers. 
“In marching band, you’ll make 

friends that will last forever,” said senior 
Kellie Fong.

The band plays during the halftime 
shows at all of the home football games 
and cheers in the stands for the football 
team. 

Besides playing at football games, the 
band plays at the rallies, energizing the stu-
dents and getting them into the spirit of the 
performance.

One of the highlights in marching 
band is the competition that they will be 
participating in on Nov. 3, which will be 
held near Huntington Beach. 

Each year several high school bands 
gather together in one location and com-
pete against each other to in order to im-
prove their marching skills and abilities. 
In the spirit of winning, the Glendale High  
Nitros plan to blow away the crowd at this 
year’s festival and take the first place prize 
at the much anticipated afternoon competi-
tion.

All members of the band are dedicated 
to putting on a good show for all. Their fu-
ture is looking very bright and interesting. 

“This year marching band is incred-
ibly awesome,” said junior Maritza Rosa-
les. This is a great and promising new year 
for the spirit of Glendale High.  

They March to Their Own Beat

    Photo By Ivetta Petrosyan
ATTENT-HUT: Back (left to right): Andrew Thompson, Thomas Lim, Allan Adraincem, Kevin Wen, Jose Galvez, Jan-Raye Pantaleon, Isaac Flores, 
Irvin Hernandez, John Salazar, Eloisa Diaz, Michael Harris-Davis, Angeline Ramirez, Adrian Villanueva, Orlando Garcia, Alex Sanchez, Eun Sun 
Cho, Robert Perez, Jessie VanAmburg, Anthony Ingeldue, Jimmy Bae. Third row: Mei-Ling Terry, Nathali Nicolas, Katherine Romine, Ariel Lupton, 
Andrew Yun, Gabriela Chiquito, Tniztney Reyes, Anthony Alfonso, Miranda Henry, Terry Ou, Janice Kang, Fernanda Gonzales, Maryam Golabian, 
Robert Manukyan, Jamilah Jabali, Aimee Donabedian, Christina Kim, Sheila Lam, Andrew So, Jon McCracken, Ashleigh Armstrong, Samantha 
Hanna, Kenneth Villanueva. Second row: Maritza Rosales, Emil Borje, Erik Grimes, Sarah Lee, Carin Wong, Jennifer Nam, Sally Noh, Sophia Han, 
Janelle Romero, Jackie Harms, Adriel Agluba, Hana Jang, Natalie Mouradian, Krizzia Ramos. Front: Sara Cha, Roth Ramos, Pedro Escobar, Dimitra 
Hardavella, Karen Santos, Michelle Boudier, Emy Dacalos, Minjie Lee, Kellie Fong, Biayna Der Sarkissian, Audrey Henry, Monsy Diaz, Kristy Ou.

     SOUND OFF: Every zero period, GHS’s band practices its new songs which they plan to perform at competition.
BY CARIN WONG

Assistant Features Editor

   Photo By Ivetta Petrosyan
MAJORS: Senior marching band drum majors Mei-Ling Terry and Ken-
neth Villanueva, as well as junior assistant drum major Jackie Harms, 
prepare the Nitro band to perform a new complex piece, River Dance.

 
“In Marching Band you get to learn 

coordination and teamwork and have 
bonds with other band members.”

                      - Matthew Turney                              

 
“For me personally color-guard is like 

dance!”
- Nathali Nicolas

 
“It’s really fun! You make good friends 

in the different grade levels!”

                                     - Karen Santos

 
“I joined Marching Band because I 

love playing the clarinet!”

                                  - Carin Wong
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The Nitros football team is looking 
to improve over last year’s disappointing 
season, during which they went winless 
and were forced to surrender the Victory 

Bell. Led by seniors Malcom Roberson, 
Zane Archer, Rudy Arutyunyan, Luigi Par-
do, and Arshak Abramian, and under the 
leadership of first-year head coach Rafik 
Thorossian, they have already shown great 
promise, practicing harder and playing bet-
ter than last season’s team. Although their 
first win in two seasons has eluded them 
so far, victory for the Nitros seems closer 
than ever.

Though the Nitros’ 0-3-1 record 
doesn’t show it, the team’s games this sea-
son have been far more competitive than 
those of last season. A slight change in for-
tune could have led to a Nitro victory in ei-
ther the Alhambra or South Pasadena game, 
and their tie against La Canada would have 
been a win had it not been for a couple of 
unfortunate plays.

During the La Canada game, the Ni-
tros showed their newfound prowess, car-
rying the momentum for most of the game 
and barely missing a win.

The progress the Nitros have shown 
throughout the season has not been gained 
through luck. The team has put forward an 
unprecedented effort to improve and has 
shown great discipline and work-ethic. 
The intensity of their practices and level of 
their teamwork have been indicative of a 
successful team, and it is only a matter of 
time until their hard work pays off.

With a Nitro win on all the players’ 

minds, it is hard for many on the team to 
focus on daily intensity. However, the team 
is attempting not to look too far ahead, and 
is trying to remain concentrated on their 
day-to-day progress. When asked about the 
possibility of a win at the Hoover game, se-
nior Shant Kajababian stated that “although 
I am definitely excited for the game, I am 
trying not to think too far ahead. For me, 
it’s more important to focus on practicing 
as hard as I can every chance I get.”

Tonight, the Nitros will enter their 
game against Muir with record of 0-3-1 
overall and 0-1 in league. Their games have 
been hard fought and the team is looking to 
channel their frustration over their losses 
into a win against Muir.  It will not be an 
easy task for them, however, as Muir has 
already won two of four games this year. 

With six games left in the season, time 
is running out for the Nitros to earn their 
sough-after victory. They will face the Bur-
bank Bulldogs on Oct. 12 at Burbank, and 
will match up against league rival CV on 
Oct. 19 at home

With the game against Hoover fast 
approaching, the Nitros have stepped up 
the intensity of their practices.  The long 
month ahead of them, filled with morning 
and night practices, tough workouts, and 
fierce anticipation, will hopefully pay off 
on Nov. 9, when the team hopes to reclaim 
the Victory Bell and return it to GHS.

Back from the 
Spike Ward!

Senior captain Kristen Ward enters her fourth year of volleyball with tremendous 
enthusiasm, ready to lead the ladies through the challenges ahead. 

Story by Christina Der Sarkissian and Photo by Mari Hambardsumyan
Kristen Ward, towering at 5 feet 10 inches, is hard 

to miss on the court.  Senior and captain, Ward takes her 
game very seriously.  And as a fourth year varsity mem-
ber, she knows all about teamwork and work ethics.  

“My personal drive 
helps me a lot on the court.  
Also, Coach [Mark] Bau-
man is very enthusiastic for 
our team and has helped me 
with hitting and setting,” 
Ward said.  

Ward plays as a middle 
blocker, a key role on the 
court.  However, she can 
play all other positions as 
well, in case she is needed.  

“I always thought I had 
the height to play volley-
ball and I always enjoyed 
watching the sport, so I fig-
ured I might as well play,” 
said Ward. 

Bauman has been a 
great inspiration to the 
team and to Ward herself, 
always encouraging them 
to try their best and keep 
focusing and putting their 
head in the game.   

Along with her friends 
and fans, Ward’s proud 
grandparents, aunt, and 
uncle always change their 
work schedules around her 

games so they never miss Ward in action on the court.  
Despite her busy schedule, balancing a couple of 

sports a year, student government, and clubs on campus, 
Ward manages to play for a club volleyball team outside 

of school.    
Ward participates on 

the San Gabriel club volley-
ball team, traveling around 
California playing against 
other competitive clubs. 
She hopes this additional 
experience will help her 
during her season games 
with Glendale High.  

“Our team is exception-
al and we all share a love for 
the game,” Ward said. 

Ward has high expecta-
tions for the season and is 
looking forward to a great 
deal of success both person-
ally and as part of the team. 

She feels that her chal-
lenge and the team’s real 
test will come mid-season, 
when wins will be crucial. 
However, she hasn’t lost 
sight of the enjoyment she 
gets from the sport and the 
people. 

“Winning is always fun 
but it’s a lot more fun to 
bond as a team,” Ward said. 

‘Coach of the 
Year’ honored

BY SHAUNT ATTARIAN
Co-Sports Editor

Three seasons ago, the Nitros Water Polo program 
was in shambles. The team finished the season fifth place 
out of six teams in league, and won only three games the 
whole season. The teams’ academic GPA was one of the 
lowest of sports teams on campus, and the team was not a 
source of pride or respect for GHS students.

But then Coach Robert Zirovich showed up, and 
things started to change.

Zirovich, who began coaching Glendale during the 
2005 season, came to GHS with a vision of success and 
a plan to rebuild the program. He started from the ground 
up, implementing strict grade-point standards and bring-
ing discipline and personal responsibility to members of 
the team. 

“I knew that in order to build a successful program, 
we needed hard workers; people who had both self-respect 
and the drive for success,” Zirovich said of his initial 
coaching plans.

His methods have proven to yield outstanding re-
sults. Last season, the girl’s team reached the CIF 
semi-finals for the first time in the history of the pro-
gram, and the boys improved their record with 14 wins.  
      The Glendale News-Press recently recognized Coach 
Zirovich by awarding him the all-area Coach of the Year. 
Zirovich edged out coaches from all of the area’s high 
schools in receiving this award. The News-Press cited the 
amazing progress the boys and girls teams made under his 
leadership, as well as the girls CIF run, as reasons for the 
award.

This season, Coach Zirovich hopes to help the Nitros 
continue their improvement of the last few years. The boys 
season has already gotten off to a good start, with a rout 
over the Burroughs Indians, who the Nitros lost to last sea-
son. 

The team is in strong contention for the league title 
and is looking forward to a possible CIF run. The girls are 
also looking to continue their success of last season, both 
in the regular season and the playoffs.

Nitros on the prowl to reclaim the Victory Bell

BY SHAUNT ATTARIAN
Co-Sports Editor

TOUCHDOWN: Senior Zane 
Archer, 28, runs the ball to the end 
zone.

Photo by Kyle Nessen CATCH: Jano Kajarian catches the 
ball on a pass from Victor Barba 
completing a first down.

                                    Photo Courtesy of Stylus

     TRIBUTE: Coach Robert Zirovich 
has brought success and respect to 
the Glendale High water polo team.

     GO! FIGHT! (HOPEFULLY) WIN!: Under the leadership of first-year coach Rafik Thorossian, the Nitros are 

hungry for their first win since 2005. Although the “W” has alluded them, they have already shown improvement.
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     Having a different coach almost every 
year has made it difficult for the girls of 
Glendale volleyball to establish a solid 
team. However, despite these difficulties, 
the current varsity coach Mark Bauman 
has guided the team, including seniors 
Miranda Morgan, Lennie Kang, Kristen 
Ward, Cristy Hong, Charlene Lacambra, 
and Angelie Ornopia, to a victory against 
Miguel Contreras.
      This easy win for the Nitro girls proved 
they had come a long way from last sea-
son.  In the third match of the game, the 
Nitros were confident that they would win, 
so they experimented with a completely 
different rotation, which demonstrated the 
versatility of the team. 
      The next game proved to be more com-
petitive for the Nitros.  The Burbank Bull-
dogs were undoubtedly surprised by the 
improvement of the Nitros.  
      Burbank did not expect Glendale to 
be able to compete with them, because of 
Burbank’s easy victory against the Nitros 
last season.  Despite ultimately losing the 
match, the Nitros sent a strong message by 
being in contention throughout the whole 
game.
     “Determination to prove ourselves 
worthy on any court made us play better 
in the third match, and allowed for a close 
game,” said Esther Yim, a member of the 
varsity team.

      “Our third game against the Crescenta 
Valley Falcons was exciting because we 
had a chance to beat them,” said Xandee 
Lu, one of the setters for the varsity team.  
The first match, with a score of 27-25, was 
the closest match between the two teams.  
      Even though the Nitros lost, they 
proved that they were able to compete 
with Crescenta Valley.  Last year the Ni-
tros struggled against CV, but it was clear 
from Glendale’s play that they now share 
an equal playing field with the Falcons.
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Title hopes for 
Nitros H2O polo
     BALLIN’: Tuesday’s game could decide champion.

Girls’ tennis off to fast start

Entering the season with high expecta-
tions, the  girls’ varsity tennis team started 
with a sweep, beating Pasadena with ease. 
With their first game down, they were anx-
ious to compete with the other schools to 
place in the Pacific League. 

On Sep. 13, the Lady Nitros beat 
Hoover High School 18-0, living up to 

their high expectations. 
The following Tuesday, the Nitros 

pulled off a win against league rival Bur-
bank, and a week later beat Burroughs 
11-7.

One of the Nitros biggest tests of the 
season came against Arcadia, where they 
lost but proved extremely competitive. 
“We’re hoping for even better results this 
year in league,” senior Joyce Librando 
stated. 

Arcadia, usually the most competitive 
team in league, has lost a lot of their top 
players, including many seniors. Although 
the Nitros lost the first meeting of the 
teams, they hope to reverse their fortunes 
next time.

Based on their play so far this season, 
the Nitros’ future looks extremely bright. 
If the Nitros continue to play as they have 
so far this season, their goals of success are 
likely to be realized.

BY MINEH EBRAHIMIAN
Staff Reporter

BY ANDREW HUNTER &
THOMAS HARRISON
Staff Reporters

The Nitros’ water polo team won’t 
have to wait long to find out where they 
stand in the tough Pacific League race. 
They play host to the CIF’s number one 
ranked team Arcadia on Tuesday at 3:15.

This year, the Nitros are returning 10 
seniors, including goalie Andrew Hunter 
and third team all-league drivers Arman 
Galstyan and Vaspur Ovasapyan. The Ni-
tros look to be a major contender for the 
league title, and hope for a successful CIF 
run.

 GHS recently traveled to Riverside 
to compete in the Riverside Invitational 
Tournament. The Nitro’s garnered three 
wins and two losses at the hands of top 10 
ranked Hemet and Cajon. 

On Sept. 29, the Nitros traveled to 
Pasadena to play second ranked Pasadena 
Poly, who edged out the Nitros in a nail-
biter, 17-15.

“Considering that Poly is one of the 
top teams in our area, we did fairly well 
against them,” senior Vazken Agemian 
said. “With hard work and team play, I 
think we can beat them in the playoffs.” 

With league play finally in full swing, 
the Nitros opened with a victory against 
Burroughs, who beat the Nitros by one 
goal last season.

If the Nitros can earn a one of the top 
four spots in league, they can guarantee 
themselves a spot in the CIF Playoffs. 

When asked about the boys’ water polo 
season, senior James Hunter said, “Playing 
with most of the guys for four years, I re-
ally believe that this team is a contender for 
the CIF championship.”

New-Press Coach of the Year Robert 
Zirovich has headed the Nitros for three 
seasons, and has lead the program through 
a major overhaul. 

During his tenure, the Nitros have 
made great strides towards success, and 
hope to continue their historic improve-
ment during this season.

IN POSITION: Junior Xandee Lu 
prepares to return a tipped-ball 

against Muir.

Photo by Kyle Nessen

BY MIRANDA MORGAN &
JESSALYN DOWTY
Staff Reporters

X Country covers new paths 
     DISTANCE: Team hopes to overcome loss of runners.

SHARP SHOOTER: James Hunter prepares to take a difficult shot dur-

ing the Nitros’ 27-12 victory over John Burroughs in the league opener. 

GHS plays #1 ranked Arcadia at home on Tuesday.

    Photo by Kyle Nessen

     ACE: Lady Nitros start season with a sweep, defeating both Pasadena, Hoover.

POWER: Joyce Librando hits a 

hard backhand return.

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

ON YOUR MARKS: Nitros runners begin a run at a cross country meet. 

Photo Courtesy of Stylus

BY BRITTANY CARRANZA
Co-Sports Editor

Led by coach Bob Bailey, cross coun-
try is hoping for their best this season, with 
no room for errors. 

“We have a smaller team this year, es-
pecially on the girls’ side, so we need to 
work harder,” Henrietta Movsessian said. 

 The team practices every day by run-
ning 5-7 miles  from GHS to Verdugo Park 
or through the streets of Glendale. 

“Their efforts in preparing for the re-
maining races will be the key to whether 
we make any noise in league or not,” Bai-
ley said. 

 Glendale expects to do well despite 

the loss of Heidi Diaz and Sevak Avanesi, 
their best runners from the previous sea-
son. 

This season, sophomore Francis 
Pasamba and juniors David Hernandez and 
Nick Wagner are thought to be the stron-
gest runners. 

“We have no new up and coming run-
ners to help varsity out,” Bailey said.

The season began mid-August. The 
boys hold a record of 1-6, while the girls 
are 2-5. 

Glendale’s next race is a league meet 
at Arcadia Park Oct. 11 at 3:15 p.m. The 
following invitationals are Oct. 13 at Santa 
Clarita, Oct. 20 at Mt. SAC, and Nov. 1 at 
Verdugo Park. 

Bauman guides Nitros to success
     NEW AND IMPROVED: Volleyball team has new-

found strength in play against Contreras, Burbank.


