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The highly publicized altercation at Hoover High 

School on October 3 has sent shock waves through 

our community. There has been significant 

coverage of the incident in the press, on social 

media, and in community conversations. A lot of 

that discussion has been fueled by misinformation, 

rumors, speculation, and people jumping to conclusions. Unfortunately, this miscommunication is 

reinforcing stereotypes, divisions, and animosity within our schools and the community.  

Unfounded or uncorroborated speculation about the event itself or any motivations or underlying causes of 

the incident do not help us move forward as an educational community to reach common ground and 

meaningful understanding of differing points of view and perspectives. 

We are trying to get to the bottom of what happened and why. After talking with the involved students and 

witnesses we can find no clear evidence to support several widespread misperceptions, false assumptions, 

and rumors: 

 The fight was not racially motivated, and it is wrong to refer to it as a “race riot" because it was not. 

 It is only conjecture that the fight started because an Armenian student was bullying a special needs 

student and a football player came to the special needs student's defense. This statement is only 

hearsay and comes from second-hand accounts or incomplete perspectives on what triggered the 

incident. 

 Finger-pointing that either Armenian students or members of the football team started the fight is 

simply a “blame game” that is counter-productive at this point.  

 There is no truth to the rumor that unauthorized adults were on School Street during the fight. 

 It is unfortunate that some derogatory statements have been made on social media based on 

prejudice.  If there were threatening comments made by Armenian students toward football players 

and non-Armenian students those were isolated situations. The same holds true for any comments 

directed at Armenian students by others. Hate speech, intolerance, and online bullying go against 

our district’s core values and will not be tolerated. 

 The Hoover football and baseball seasons have not been cancelled. Football practices were 

suspended, but baseball practices continued. Only two football games were called off because of 

uncertainty in the aftermath of the incident. Members of the football coaching staff were put on 

administrative leave as a routine procedure as the district conducted its own internal investigation. 

 There is absolutely no truth to the malicious allegation that the son of a school board member was 

engaged in the fight. That simply did not happen.  
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This one event should not define Hoover High School or our school 

district. This incident has revealed that we need to engage our 

community, parents, and students in deeper conversations about 

race, prejudice, communication, and stereotyping.  We need to 

reaffirm that we can disagree without being disagreeable. 

Hoover High School is a safe learning environment and we will 

continue to have added security and supervision on campus in the 

weeks ahead to ensure that incidents like this do not repeat 

themselves. 

In addition, we have had an outpouring of concerned parents, staff, 

students, and community leaders who have stepped forward to 

work together as positive voices for building bridges between the 

various segments of our community. 

Students participating in our restorative circles approach report that 

they are finding ways to have their voices heard and work 

cooperatively on ways to better understand and relate to each 

other. Communication works far better than confrontation to resolve 

our differences. 

Strengthening and unifying our community is a shared responsibility 

among students, parents, staff members, and civic leaders. It is also 

a work in progress that we will diligently pursue as a school district. 

Learn how you can join us in this effort by calling the Hoover HS 

main office at (818) 242-6801 or the GUSD Public Information 

Office at (818) 241-3111 x1218.   
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